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A NARRATIVE 

OP TBS 
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AND THE 

Mfestruetian €tf Property and MdveM 

Consequent upon them. 

i' 

IT is with feelings of the deepest sorrow and anguish, that we 
enter on the melancholy task of giving a circumstantial detail of all 
those horrors which date their commencement from Saturday morn- 
ing last^ and were continued, with slight intermission, until Mon- 
day evening— a period in which has heen witnessed the destruction 
. of one-half of Queen-square, part of Prince*s-street and King-street^ 
the Custom-house and Excise-office, three Gaols, several Ware- 
honses and Stores, the Bishop's Palace, and property, puhlic and 
privBte, to an incalculahle amount. So great has heen the devasta- 
tion, that we do not rememher any similar instance on record in this 
^ country, with the exception of the great fire of London, in 1666, or , 
\ the Hots of ] 780, that affords any parallel to it ; aud when, in a tem- 
^ porary calm of our agitated feelings, we reflect on the causes of all 
^ this misery and ruin, our emotions overwhelm us^ and we scarcely 
K. know whether our indignation at the wanton excesses of a lawless 
mob be exceeded by our exasperation toward the prime movers in 
*^ this great public calamity. Happily, the city is at present in a 
^ . state of tranquillity, but it resembles the tranquillity of the grave — a 
.' settled gloom hangs over us — every man seems, as it were, conscious 
of the existence of some secret and yet undiscoverd danger, because 
' in the sense of insecurity produced by the events of the last few 
days, no one, under such a local and civil government as we at 
present possess, can deem himself safe a single hour, unless his idea 
of safety results from the voluntary combination of each maw ^\\?c\. 
bis neighbour^ for the mutual protection of tliemseVves^VX^^vt i%.m^\^^, 
mad tbeir property. The conclave at the CouncW-How^e— AJw»^ \ 
whom the preservation of the pttblic peace wfia ^uUvi^Xfe^ — ^«^^ 



whom the inhabitants naturally looked up, to save them harmless 
against the outrage and violence of the very dregs of society i— has 
not^ up to this moment, offered even the slightest vindication of 
their late inexplicable conduct, and the citizens are left to draw 
their own inferences and conjectures, from passing events, as to the 
motives which could sway them in deserting a confiding population, 
or in leaving them, unorganized as they were, to the brutality and 
vengeauce of a mob. Common charity demands of u$ to admit that 
the Corporation could not designedly, and for the sake of gratifying 
a malevolent disposition, intend to let loose a vile rabble on their 
fellow-citizens, for the sake of thus suppressing the growing dispo- 
sition for Parliamentary Reform ; or that, in the height of Cor- 
porate pride, they had determined to propagate their own Tory 
principles, by wilfully permitting the city to be plundered and ran- 
sacked to the present extent. But this was a Tory city — its Cor- 
poration has for many years upheld the tenets of that school — and 
if the events which we deplore were intended as an experiment thait 
Bristol might be an early instance of the redaction of which we hear 
so much, we cannot find language to express our utter disgust and 
contempt at such infatuation, and could heartily wish that it were 
visited by some signal punishment. But putting the best construc- 
tion on the proceedings of our local Magistracy, how deplorable 
niust^ be their ignorance, and how blind and obstinate their disposi?^ 
tiou, not to have known the state of public feeling and the hazard 
to which the peace of the city would be put by the introduction of 
Sir Charles Wetherell into it — the most obnoxious man, without 
exception, in the whole empire — a man who has scoffed at the na- 
tional feeling to such a degree that, wherever he goes, it must be 
at the risk of his life. To the people of Bristol he was particularly 
execrable, because he has spared no pains to speak of them as the 
. canaille, and in terms the most vile and reckless. As to truth, it 
has formed no part of his invective, and the whole of his Parlia- 
mentary conduct, as regards the Bill, has been a libel on the British 
nation. Yet to such a man has been entrusted the King's Commis- 
sion to try eleven prisoners, which, but for the manifest intention of 
bringing an obnoxious individual amongst us in a character which, 
in consideration of his political conduct, he was never fit to assume, 
might have as easily been tried at the Sessions, a few ago, or at 
least have been reserved to be arrainged before some one better adapt- 
ed to uphold the solemnity of public justice, and to administer it 
without that political contamination from which it ought always to 
be free. Where is the remonstrance (if any such exists) of the 
.^l/^^5/rate8 against this desperate daring of Sir Charles } Why is 
j't not published in vindication of their own character } Is it not 
a fact, that, re/jiu^oD their own imbecile ]udguiewt» they despised 
oe frequent warnings of their feUow-cU\zens>«LndV\\QXw)Xm>^%\a!^^^ 
'^ every attempt to convince them of the coi»ecvxxwiCft& ^>Kft «oJwi , 



they determined to brave tbem, and to set public opinion at < 
ance? 

Seeing that the attempt has been made^ by Sir Charles, to < 
his Majesty's Commission , even with such evidence of his unpt 
larity before him as the public journals would afford, we are ii 
ned to credit the report of his having averred, that he would < 
if the city were barricadoed with cannon ; but melancholy as i: 
fate of the unfortunate victims of his rashness, he may thank i 
videnceforan escape with his life, which, we believe, would 1 
been the forfeit of his temerity, had he fallen into the hands of 
populace at the time he effected his retreat from the Mansion-he 
The fact is notorious, that two or three days before Sir Char 
arrival, the Magistates deemed it advisable to provide thems( 
with a military force for the occasion, and two or three trooj 
Horse were consequently stationed at such a distance from the ( 
as to be ready to act at a moment*s notice; and yet with meat 
protection of their own seeking so near at hand, and the safet 
the city at stake, they neglected to make use of this poweiful s 
whilst a hostile demonstration, or a very slight indication of 1 
resolution to use it, might have prevented the dreadful conseque 
which have ensued, and saved many lives, as well as property 
an immense amount. Why where the troops brought here at 
a most hazardous proceeding at best, and the bare circumstance 
4fey were considered necessary, is enough to show the folly 
has presided throughout the whole of this- dreadful affair, and 
most extreme insensibility as to the result. If Sir Charles Wet 
ell could not enter on his solemn duty without being under the 
tection of the sword, and in the midst, be it remembered, of a 
pulation entirely pacific up to that period, be ought never to ] 
shown his face amongst us; and the circumstance of the pres 
of the military proves incontestably, that the Magistrates themsi 
,1 were apprehensive of danger, and had therefore taken this precai 

^ to suppress it. Then why, it may be asked, did they refuse to 

ploy the power with which they had become self-invested? To 
question no satisfactory reply has, as yet, been given, and 
citizens are in entire ignorance both as to the cause of the intro 
tion of the military force, and also, as to the reluctance to ma 
vigorous use of it, when the emergency became so great as to a 
of no other alternative, further than as it may appear to be exp 
ed in the following placard; — 

*' Council House, Bristol, 27th Oct. 18: 

''It being apprehended, from information received through various < 
nels that some indiscreet persons may be inclined to promote fcelir 
irritation and excitement on the arrival of the KecorderiiithisCitv 
Mayor and Aldermen most earnestly hope that all classes of their fe 
citizens, however they may differ on political subjects >V4\W^^^\N\< 
priety of cordiallj co-operating to mainVam i^e^^e ^w^ ^qq^c^x^^ 
that they will a/utaio from manifesting an^* d^c\^t^x\otk o^ >^^\x ^ 



on so solemn and important an occasion as the Delivery of his M^'esty's 
Gaol, in cases affecting'the lives of the persons to be tried for offences 
against the laws of their country. 
*' The Magistrates confidently trust that they may rely on the good sense 
and discretion ofthe inhabitants not to depart from that orderly conduct 
which has hitherto prevailed in this city; but should and disposition be 
shewn, tending to create disturbance, they feci it will become their im- 
perative duty to use all lawful means for apprehending and bringing to 
punishment all persons who may be found be found committing any breach 
ofthe peace or other illegal act. 

" By Order of the Mayor and Aldermen, 

** Ludlow, Town-Clerk." 

This menace of punishment to the guilty, and apparent reliance 
on their own means, we have no doubt occasioned material de- 
pendance to be placed in the Magistracy by the middle and respecta- 
ble portions of the community, who, seeing that matters were to be 
directed by a vigorous band, recovered somewhat from the fearful 
anxiety which pervaded them as the day for opening the Assizes 
drew nigb. It soon became evident that, with the partial enrol- 
ment of special constables^ chiefly of their own political friends, 
or their retainers, and the security reckoned on, if matters came 
to the worst, by calling in the aid of the military, the Magistrates 
had not thought it worth while to invite the official attendance of 
the shopkeepers and others of the respectable inhabitants; or 
perhaps, they were conscious that there was a strong indisposition 
to lend any countenance to a Recorder who had belied them^ ami 
with whom a Tory Corporation seemed proud to identify them- 
selves. That there was a want of sympathy, producing delicacy 
on the one hand and indifference on the other, to use the mildest 
terms^ we have no hesitation in asserting, and if proof were want- 
ing of the fact, we might appeal to the subsequent events of this 
melancholy drama, when, in order to terminate the dreadful de- 
vastation, the citizens voluntarily came forward, and at once put 
an end to the banquet of the incendiary and the despoiler. This 
circumstance stands as a melancholy proof of the immensity of 
tbe danger which arises from the want of a good understandiDg 
between a civic corporation and those over whose destinies it is 
called upon to preside ; if the peace of this city had not been 
confided to the hands of men who have^ for years, stood aloof 
from the citizens at large^ and who, as a body, have been politi- 
tically opposed to the mass of the people, especially during the 
last few months, no such disastrous consequences could have en- 
sued as those which we now have to lament — there had been a 
more perfect knowledge, both of tbe strength and direction of 
public feeling, and of the means to render it convertible on an 
important occasion, for the preservation of tranquillity, however 
much a close corporation may be essentially opposed, in spirit^ to 
tbe popular will. To prevent outrage and violence — to arrest the 
hand of a marauding aud infuriated rabble, are the duties of every 
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member of the commanity, and for such a purpose the friends of 
Reform, of every degree, would, most assuredly, have been ready 
to afiford a prompt and willing assistance. There is a trite obser- 
vation, that, '' When bad men conspire, good men should com« 
bine $ *' and we believe that, never in their lires had the members 
of the Bristol Corporation a more lively sense of the good die* 
position and loyalty of the Reformers, to whom, both individually^ 
and collectively, the city is much indebted for their active and 
efficient services. Their exertions, and the candid acknowledg- 
ment of them by many of the Tories, has led to a better under- 
standing between them, and if any good could possibly result 
from the evil we have yet to detail, it is, that a kindlier spirit has 
been created amongst us, and that mutual forbearance and res- 
pect, which cannot fail, hereafter, to be productive of the happiest 
effects. 

It is an indisputable truth, that the dreadful havoc of which our 
city bears the melancholy marks, is attributable to a comparatively 
few individuals, who neither entertain any respect for Reform, nor 
understand what the term signifies ; they are many of them stran- 
gers, and, to all appearance, the very dregs of society, at any time 
ready for any opportunity to commit depredations, and whom the 
absence of all law and authority had induced to give a full license 
to their passions — whom first successes rendered resolute, and 
liquor afterwards infuriated. In a city of 100,000 inhabitants 
there must always be a large proportion of unemployed persons**— 
some from accidental causes, and others from a dislike for all in- 
dustry ; the idle and the dissolute unfortunately abound every 
where, but especially in a place where a lai^e proportion of the 
lower classes are necessarily, more or less, connected with a sea-* 
faring life, and all the habits and recklessness which it commonly 
produces. Hence, in the public streets of this city, there may ge- 
nerally be seen scores of destitute objects, many of them from 
Ireland, who, living as it were by accident, speedily congregate^ 
and are ever ready for mischief. But it is not a little remarkable 
that women and boys formed a large proportion of the desperadoes 
in Queen-square, and their resolute fury, in the work of destruc- 
tion, was hardly surpassed by the men. Such an instance of a 
mob triumphant, a magistracy supine, and a well-disposed popula- 
tion silent spectators of incendiarism and plunder, is nowhere on 
record— we must revert, for any thing like a similar example, to 
the dark ages— to the devastations of the Goths and Vandals— to 
the spoliations and slaughters of African tribes — or the savageness 
and barbarism of the American Aborigines : to Englishmen, to the 
Metropolis of the West, to the second city of the empire, it is 
truly disgraceful 5 and the strange concurrence of c.\\^\s«i^vk!^^^&:^ 
which have produced sucU a %^w«X> %^«ai% ^tvt^:^ ^^^\». ^^s« 
bound* of buroati probaViUlv* W\l\iou\. ft:\w»js^^ 



at the present moment^ the causes of this catastrophe, we shall 
now give 

A NARRATIVE OF THE EVENTS 

which have occasioned so much afBiction^ not only to the imnie* 
diate sufiferers^ but to all who have beheld the scene of destruc- 
tion. 

In order to prevent a large assemblage of people, and, of courscj 
to afford the slightest chance of a breach of the peace, the Magis^- 
trates had arranged with Sir Charles Wetherell (who had spent the 
preceding night at Bath) to enter this city between ten and eleven 
o*clock in the morning, instead of four in the afternoon, the usual 
time. They also took the precaution to swear in a number of con- 
stables — some tradesmen and clerks, and others hired for the day, 
who, armed with short staffs, assembled in the area of the Ex* 
change, and afterwards marched two and two, to meet Sir Charles 
at Totterdown, and escort him into the city. This, of course, was 
the signal to great numbers of individuals, who thence expected 
the speedy arrival of the Recorder, and went along with the au- 
thorities to greet him, but on whom there was probably consider- 
able restraint, owing to the rumour of the presence of the military 
in the New Market and at the Gaol. At this time it was evident, 
that among the crowd there were many persons ripe for mischief. 
Of this nun»ber, hardly a single individual wore the appearance of 
a mechanic $ they wholly consisted of boys and striplings, persons 
evidently without stated employment, which the densely populated 
purlieus of wretchedness and vice in St. Philip's, and in the neigh-* 
bourhood of Lawford's Gate, had sent forth on the occasion. Not 
a few among them were women of abandoned character, and these, 
by their violent language, seemed well fitted to urge them on to 
desperation. 

At about half-past ten. Sir Charles was seen to approach, at a 
rapid rate, in a chariot drawn by four greys 5 and on stopping at 
Totterdown, for the purpose of being handed into the SberiflF's 
carriage, he was instantly assailed by the most deafening yells, 
groans, and hisses. The constables were then, in considerable 
numbers, placed around the carriage, a gentleman on horseback 
riding close by the side of each door, and three or four hundred 
preceding and following. In this manner the cavalcade, which 
comprised also the usual number of Mayor's and SheriflFs* officers, 
mounted with favours, proceeded slowly towards the city. Just as 
Sir Charles was passing over HilKs Bridge, his carriage was as- 
sailed with four or five stones ; but no movement took place with 
a view to apprehend the offenders, the whole force being anxious 
only for the protection of the Recorder's person. As the proces- 
sion moved onward, the crowd continued to increase, and the ex- 
presaom of disap/irobation from the multitude became more and 
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moi^e deafening; and occasionally some stone or missile was hurled 
against the object of their displeasure. In Temple-street the win- 
dows of the houses were crowded with spectators^ and the lower 
order of females were particularly vociferous in the expression of 
their feelings, frequently charging the men with cowardice and a 
want of spirit. In passing from the Bridge to High-street, one 
of the constables, a respectable tradesman, received a dangerous 
contusion in the head 5 and in the latter street^ also, some fe\V 
stones were thrown. 

On arriving at the Guildhall, in Broad-street, it was with the 
greatest difficulty that Sir Charlies could alight, froni the pressure 
of the immense multitude ; but, after the lapse of a few minutes^ 
he was handed out in safety, and proceeded to take his station on 
the Bench. The doors of the hall were then thrown open to the 
populace, and in a few minutes the area was completely choked 
up. On the Recorder alighting, we thought he seemed fatigued 
and agitated. On taking his seat, however, he resumed his com- 
posure, and smiled and nodded to several individuals whom he re- 
cognized in court. 

The usual forms for opening the commission then commenced, 
but the noise and confusion occasioned considerable interruption. 
Mr. Sergeant Ludlow, Town-Clerk, then rose and said, that be 
believed that there was not an individual present who had come 
there for the purpose of insulting the commission of the King ; 
and that, with respect to Reform — [Here the most astounding 
cries were raised by the people, in favour of that measure, and in 
derision of the Recorder, mixed with yells and groans -, during 
which, Sir Charles, who stood immediately behind the Town- 
Clerk, pulled the latter by the gown, and from his gestures, 
for it was impossible to hear a word he said, manifested consider- 
able displeasure at the introduction of the subject.] — The Town- 
Clerk then resumed, merely adding, that with respect to that 
question, (Reform,) it had nothing to do with the proceedings of 
the day. 

The reading of the commission was then attempted to be pro- 
ceeded with, but the confusion again became so uproarious, as to 
render the voice of Mr. Brice, Clerk of the Arraigns, perfectly 
inaudible. 

The Recorder then, addressing one of the officers, said, if the 
latter saw any person in court making a disturbance, and would 
bring him forward, he would immediately commit him. 

The only effect of this notice was to raise, if possible, a louder 
clamour than that which it was intended to suppress ; on this 
fresh ebullition of feeling partially subsiding, the Recorder ^<sgAKv 
repeated his instructions to the officer, vjVxo t«^\t.^ \$^ ^"w\vw% 
that the tumnlt arose chiefly from a iew \tk^\N\^M«S&> ^^^ '^ 
g^ted the propriety of some coQsta\Ae& \ie\a^ wax VqN» ^^^ 
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of tbe hall. Several of the specials then disposed themselfes 
among the people, who then commenced a different species of an- 
noyance by coughing, which at length they ended in a general 
burst of indignation. 

In this manner the usual preliminaries were gone through^ end- 
ing by tbe adjournment of the Court by Sir Charles, till eight 
o'clock on Monday morning. Tbe Recorder then withdrew from 
the Bench, and the populace, after some further marks of their 
displeasure towards tbe learned Judge, gave three cheers for the 
King, and retired into the street. 

Some considerable time then elapsed before the Recorder was 
taken up for tbe purpose of being taken to the Mansion-Honse. 
During tbe interval. Broad-street, and, indeed, the whole line of 
the route, \va8 occupied with a dense mass of the population. Be- 
yond the mere vocal expression of their feelings, however^ there 
was nothing in their conduct, at this period, calculated to excite 
alarm. On Sir Charles's re-appearance, he was greeted with a 
repetition of the same favours that had been so liberally bes- 
towed upon him, which continued through tbe remainder of his 
progress, with the exception that, at the Commercial Rooms, 
there was a partial attempt to cheer him. The cortege was accom- 
panied through tbe town by a dense mass of people, who were 
in immediate contact with the carriage and tbe constables. Sir 
Charles kept himself back in the carriage, and looked anxious aqd 
apprehensive. In tbe mean time numbers had availed themselves 
of the opportunity of reaching Queen^square, by various short 
cuts, while the cavalcade proceeded along the Quay, and we believe 
no kind of violence was at this time offered. When we reached 
tbe square^ a great mass had assembled, and the procession was 
just passing the Custom -House, a short distance from the Man- 
sion-House. The stopping of the Sheriff^s carriage at the door of 
the latter building, necessarily halted tbe others, when about half* 
a-dozen stones were flung at the Mayor's carriage, in which wefe 
his Worship and Sir Charles, and a orash of glass (one of the 
lamps, we believe, the windows being down) announced that they 
had taken effect. Tbe carriage soon drew up to tbe door of the 
Mansion-House, and Sir Charles reached the inside witbont further 
molestation. 

Scarcely had the Recorder and the Corporation entered the 
Mansion-House, when tbe indiscreet zeal of the special constables, 
(many of whom were very young,) began to display itself, and, 
rushing on tbe spectators, they seemed determined to show that 
their authority was not conferred in vain ; they laid hold of an 
individual, (whether the real offender or not, we cannot say,) and 
forced him into the Mansion-Honse, and then again repeated their 
charge, boasting of the principles they mamtnmed, aad making a 
very free use of their staves, until at length tb<& mn\^\VaLd^>a^c«!nft 



soincensecl> that on a cry of "To the Back," where fagots for 
firewood and other purposes are generally to he founds many re- 
paired thither to arm themselves, and on their return a pretty ge- 
neral contest took place, which ended in the discomfiture of the 
populace, who, disarmed and exasperated, did not disperse, but 
waited another opportunity to wreak vengeance for their tempo- 
rary defeat. In this affray many persons were severely, we had 
almost said wantonly, beaten 5 and one man received such blows 
on his head, that we believe he soon after died of the injury. All 
this time, the constables seemed to be without an adequate motive 
for such a severe exercise of power, since but few missiles had 
been thrown, and all would probably have afterwards passed oflE 
quietly, but for their unnecessary activity and unfeeling conduct. 
The Magistrates were, no doubt, preparing for dinner, as not one 
of them appeared, to quiet these tumultuous proceedings. The 
constables, after this triumph, retired within the Mansion -House, 
and beyond an occasional skirmish, the breaking of a window, or 
the hurling of a fagot at a constable's head, nothing further oc- 
curred up to about four o'clock. The minds of the spectators were, 
however, all this time working up to the highest pitch, and the 
general feeling among them seemed to be to avenge their previous 
disaster. At this moment a portion of the constabulary force re- 
tired, we suppose, to dinner, and in a fatal hour, by this indiscreet 
act, placed victory in the hands of their assailants, who expressed 
their joy, in no measured terms, at so unexpected an event. The 
turbulent disposition, from this time, evidently became more rife^ 
and the shades of night afforded the favourable opportunity for 
more hostile and determined demonstrations. Sticks and stones 
were thenceforward thrown, almost without intermission, at the 
windows of the Mansion-House ; and on Mr. Finney, the Mayor, 
appearing to request them to desist, he narrowly escaped a severe 
contusion from a large stone which was hurled at him. His Wor- 
ship spoke in the most feeling and conciliatory terms ; he caution- 
ed them as to the consequences of their disgraceful proceedings^ 
and expressed his sorrow if the necessity should be imposed upon 
him, during his Mayoralty, of reading the Riot Act, and calling 
out the troops, which were near at hand, to quell a popular dis-* 
turbance. At this juncture, it was but too clear, that public ex- 
asperation was at its height, and the advice of the Mayor came 
too late to allay it. He therefore read the Riot Act, amid a shower 
of missiles and the most contemptuous epithets. A desperate at- 
tack was now made on the constables, who, sensible of their re- 
duced strength, were glad to retreat within the Mansion-House 5 
not, however, before many were severely injured. One of them^ 
who was captured, was actually compelled to throw bis own staff 
.at the Mansion- House, on condition of e^^^^^Vvv^ V\^^;iVBi^^av>^:^) 
and another rushed into the Float to e^coii^e «k vjox^^e. i-aSw. ^\iK«!.V^ 
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was preserved from drowning, by the application of a boat-book. 
We baye also beard that some limbs were broken. 

The crisis now seemed to have arrived^ for all resisting power 
was removed^ and a simultaneous attack on the Mansion-House 
next succeeded in the train of distressing events. The iron*>rail- 
ing in front was torn up in the twinkling of an eye, and the mob 
were thus supplied, at the same instant, with a dangerous instru- 
ment of assault, and with missiles in abundance -, the lower win- 
dows, frames, and shutters, the front and side doors, were in- 
stantly forced in, and every article of furniture on the ground floor 
destroyed, and either thrown out or converted into offensive wea- 
pons. The constables had, we suppose, now given up their charge, 
for the mob did not confine themselves to the ground floor, but, 
ascending to the upper stories, threw out of the windows, either 
whole or partly demolished chairs, tables, glasses, chandeliers, 
&c. Beds also were turned out, and some of them thrown into 
the Float, and combustible materials were collected to set the 
house on fire. The portmanteau of Sir Charles, containing arti- 
cles of wearing apparel, and several papers, was emptied of its 
contents, and placed on a lamp-post. At this critical moment, 
and just in time to save himself, ^ir Charles is supposed to have 
made a precipitate retreat over the roofs of some of the adjoining 
nouses, and in some disguise, he took a chaise which had been 
procured for him, and soon turned his back on this unfortunate 
city, on which he has brought down so much misery by his pre- 
sence, as the first ground of hostility. 

The arrival of two troops of cavalry, at this moment, did, as 
we imagined, threaten very serious consequences ; but so far 
from the people being intimidated, they cheered the Dragoons, 
and still kept their ground, fearless of military execution. The 
soldiers immediately cleared the front and sides of the Mansion- 
House, and thus deferred its fate for a short time } they paraded 
in different directions, with a view to disperse the mob 3 and the 
constables, recovering their courage under the eye of the military, 
made several fresh captures, and inflicted additional wounds, with- 
out discrimination, on persons present from mere curiosity. This, 
of course, enraged the populace, as those among them who were 
harmless spectators, could perceive no reason for such usage to- 
wards themselves. But by this time the rioters bad received an 
increase of numbers, and those of the most depraved and resolute 
descnption. Cries of "The King,** were raised as the military 
approached each group, and cheers were now and then given, ei- 
ther in bravado, or for the purpose of exciting each other to acts 
of violence. Colonel Brereton, the officer in command, addressed 
the multitude again and again, but his harangues produced no 
effect as to tbeir dispersion ; a little after nine, the Dragoons were 
ordered to uDsbeatb their swotdii, but nothing {artW Yi«Adox«i\Q 
ipel a retreat from the square. 
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A party of the rioters^ finding their intentions foiled in the 
square^ proceeded^ about midnight^ to the Council-House^ where 
they demolished between thirty and forty panes of glass. The 
militaiy were ordered to charge^ and the mob, who ran off in all 
directions, were pursued by the soldiers, and several received se- 
vere sabre cuts. Some took refuge in the various passages in 
Wine-street, from whence they assailed the troops with stones, 
and at the top of the Pithay, where a soldier was struck, he im- 
mediately turned round and shot a man dead on the spot, named 
Stephen Bush, who had but just left his master's stable. As is 
often the case, it happened 4hat the innocent suffered for the 
guilty ; this man had just come up from the Pithay, on hearing 
the disturbance, and met the fate intended for another. The sol- 
diers continued to parade the streets^ and prevented the re-assem- 
bling of the mob during the night. 

At an early hour on Sunday morning, the people began to as- 
semble in large bodies in Queen-square, and whilst some were 
busily discussing the events of the preceding evening, hardly res- 
training their cry for vengeance, others were equally engaged in 
plundering, and tossing out from the upper stories what still re? 
mained in the Mansion- House, the troops having retired to obtaiij 
refreshment. One man, in the centre of a group, was descanting 
on the injustice of military execution^ and ended his harangue by 
quoting Scripture — '^ He that sheds man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed.** Several other parties were similarly engaged^ 
and it became evident, that the previous night's proceedings had 
made an indelible impression upon their minds. But another^ 
and a most dangerous exciting cause, now began to develope it- 
self. During the sacking of the Mansion-House, the wine cellars 
were forced, and it is supposed that at least one-third of a stock 
of three hundred dozen of choice wines was carried off, and wasted 
and drank by the mob. It is needless to say that the result was 
fraught with the worst possible effects } they became madly infu- 
riate^ and regardless alike of what mischief they committed^ or 
what risk they incurred. The scene at this moment was of tlie 
most depraved description ; all ages> of both sexes^ were to be 
seen swallowing the intoxicating liquors, while upon the ground 
the bodies of scores were to be found dead with drunkenness. 
The streets, too, remote from the scenes bf action, from this time 
became noisy from the turbulence of wretches who were to be seen 
staggering about in all directions. At this time the following 

placards were posted up in the square :— * 

« Couacil.House, Oct. 30th, 1831. 
« 8ir Charles Wetherell left Bristol at Twelve o'clock last night.*' 

" The Riot Act has been read three times. All ^t%Qtk^i<as»k!\. Vssn^^*^. 
taonslj assejsbJing> are guilty of Capital ¥e\oiK^. 

^Saod^y, October 80th, 1831." 
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These were^ however, soon torn down, and the nnfortniiate 
bill-sticker knocked about ; his kettle was taken from him, the 
paste thrown out, and the kettle forced upon his head, amidst the 
laughter of the niob. Another bill from the Bristol Union, to the 
following effect, was also posted, and remained unmolested : — 

** Bristol General Union. The Council of the Union know that Sir 
Charles Wetherell has left the city, and that the Assizes are postponed. 
Tho^ earnestly entreat that every man will immediateiy return to bis own 
home. Outrages only injure the cause of Reform. 

** By Order of the Council, 

" W. Hbrapatu, Vico-ProsideDt." 
"Sunday, 30th October, 1831." 

Rendered desperate and reckless as to consequences^ by theur 
intoxication, the mob now became the assailants, and brick-bats 
were thrown at the military to drive them from the gronnd. 
These the men were unable to resist, there being no magistrate in 
attendance to issue the necessary orders, and to take the respon- 
sibility of peremptory measures. It is said that this duty, in the 
opinion of bis Fellow-Magistrates, devolved upon the Mayor, but 
that he could not so far conquer his feelings as to act with the 
necessary energy. Under these circumstances, the commanding 
officer of the 14th Light Dragoons deemed it requisite to with- 
draw his troops, and to replace them with the 3rd Dragoon Guards. 
On the retiremen of the former, they were followed by a large 
portion of the mob, who continued their assaults upon them 
along the Quay and over the Drawbridge. On arriving at St. 
Augustine's Back, being provoked beyond further forbearance^ 
they turned round and fired several shots on their assailants, and 
a further loss of life was the result. The mob, however, nothing 
daunted, still continued to follow them, and in College-Green some 
further firing occurred. In this place a considerable number of 
persons had assembled, expecting that Sir Charles, as usual, would 
attend divine service at the Mayor's Chapel. Still the mob 
continued their assaults, hanging upon the soldiers* heels, until 
they arrived at their quarters, io the Boar's Head Yard, where 
they again fired. The discharges, as the result must show, were, 
however, but partial : the number of killed, as near as we could 
ascertain, being only one, and wounded, seven or eight. One 
man, who had taken no part in the disturbances, was shot through 
the arm as he was standing on the Quay, on the opposite side, and 
a ball passed through a narrow passage, into a small court, in the 
same situation, and struck against the wall without injuring any 
individual. 

After this occurrence. Colonel Brereton returned to the square, 
and was cheered by a great number of men and boys who accom- 
panied him. He declared that there should be no more firing^and 
i^a/ ihe 14th Dragoons should be sent out o£ ih^ t\l^. MiOwa 
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time divine service was abont commencing in the different places 
of public worship, and the solemnity of the day strangely con- 
trasted with the black catalogue of crimes already committed^ or 
that were yet to be perpetrated ere the morrow's dawn. In the 
square, with the exception of the scenes of drunkenness which 
were still going on, nothing particular transpired until the even- 
ing, with the exception that an individual mounted the statue of 
King William, and fixing a tri-coloured cap on a long pole, pro- 
nounced aloud, "The Cap of Liberty!" The soldiers were 
drawn up in front of the Mans ion- House, and the mob seemed 
nowise disposed to molest them. 

During the suspension of violence in the square, a portion of 
the mob, early in the afternoon, came to the resolution of rescuing 
the prisoners who had been committed to Bridewell on the pre- 
vious day. To execute this project, they soon burst open the 
workshop of a smith in the neighbourhood, and obtained sledge- 
hammers and implements necessary to force open the massive fold- 
ing gates that shut up the thoroughfare, which were thrown into 
the Frome. Having succeeded in opening the doors, their first 
object was the liberation of the prisoners, and this being com- 
pletely accomplished, they deliberately set fire to one wing of the 
building, and then made good their retreat, without the slightest 
molestation. About the same time a much larger party proceeded 
to the New Gaol, a very strong stone building, erected only a few 
years ago, at a very great expense. A body of gentlemen, about 
thirty or forty in number, accompanied some of the magistrates, 
to endeavour to check their proceedings, but were instantly forced 
to retire by a tremendous volley of stones ; one gentleman was 
knocked by a brick-bat on the side of the head, and whilst down* 
was struck by a pickaxe ! He was taken home insensible. An- 
other attempt to arrest the progress of the incendiaries was made 
by Mr. Herapatb, and other members of the Reformers* Union^ 
who entered into the Gaol yard, and began to address them, and 
to show to them the extravagant folly and wickedness of which 
they were about to be guilty. All was, however, useless, and 
along the New Cut, in front of the Gaol, a dense mass had assem- 
bled, and on the opposite bank of the river, and indeed wherever 
the eye could range, thousands were collected. The mob succeeded 
in forcing an entrance into the yard and the Governor's house, 
and were soon busily employed in throwing every moveable article 
into the new river, and as the tide was fast ebbing, all was carried 
off by the stream. The caravan, used for conveying the prison- 
ers to the Guildhall, was launched into the water, and thither also 
were consigned the Governor's books, and the apparatus for con- 
structing the drop. The rioters, we bvi^ Vifew:4, y^^^'^^^^'^'* 
men from t^e ad/oioing ship-yard, aikd m\Xi \\i^vsv ^«. ^s^aaw^^ 
iocks OB the iron doors of the different mxiek^ex^^^'^'^^^ 
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atoms. The prisoners were now released^ and the scenes which 
followed were beyond description. Many of them, both male 
and female, stripped off their prison clothes, and proceeded on their 
way almost, and some quite, in a state of nudity. As they passed 
along, the mob cheered them, and followed after tbeni with exult- 
ation. Many of them met their friends on the outside, and it is 
not easy to depict the extravagant joy with which they mutually 
embraced each other. 

After the prisoners had been liberated, amounting^ altogether, 
exclusive of debtors, to more than a hundred, the next step taken 
was that of setting the prison on fire 5 and a black handkerchief 
having been tied to the weathercock on the top of the porter's 
lodge, over the gateway, seemed to be the signal for commencing 
operations, for immediately after, dense clouds of smoke began to 
issue from every part of the building, and the flames were seen to 
break out from the tread-mill, which burnt with fury until it was 
quite consumed. In about an hour, the Governor's house, over 
which was the chapel, was completely enveloped in flames, and 
the reflection on the heavens was grand and terrific. The wings, 
however, being built almost exclusively of stone and iron, with 
iron roofs, were but little injured by fire, though the rioters left 
behind them every possible mark of wanton outrage. During the 
proceedings, and while the prisoners were in course of liberation, 
a party of the 3rd Guards, about twenty in number, arrived 5 but 
the mob appeared nothing intimidated, and the troops, after a mu- 
tual cheering, for what reason we know not, almost immediately 
turned round and departed ! 

The mob, thus apparenty encouraged by the military, and left 
unmolested to perform their work of destruction, appeared almost 
frantic at the success of their efforts, and the ready access they 
had already found at all places they had attacked. This timidity 
rendered them doubly bold and desperate, and a more fearless and 
resolute mass we never beheld on any occasion. From this period 
it became evident that the whole city was entirely at their mercy, 
and had they chosen to cast a fire-brand in every street through 
which they passed, to destroy the city by house-row, there was 
no power to check them. The apathy or irresolution of the ma- 
gistrates, and the astounding nature of the mischief already com- 
mitted, seemed to have produced a general feeUng of dismay and 
helplessness ; and although there were thousands of lookers-on, 
disposed to punish these outrages, and to seize the ring-leaders, 
yet, for want of a mutual understanding and a regular organiza- 
tion, many thousand pounds* worth of property was destroyed 
before their eyes, as systematically as if every thing had been ar- 
ran^ed for the purpose for somt previous weeks. The next objects 
marked for destruction were the Toll Housea atiA GaU^ at YivRttf^ 
treet Bridge and Cumberland Basin^ wlilcb» aft« a a\iw\ \iaXet- 
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val, were in flames. The City Gaol in the mean time presented an 
awful appearance, and every combustible, especially the Gover- 
nor's housCj the chapel^ and the abode of the debtors^ was speedily 
ignited^ and the reflection of the Are was grand and awful. Up 
to this moment, it is not difficult to assign a cause, such as it was> 
for all the ruin and devastation hitherto accomplished, because in 
times of popular tumult, it seems natural enough that places of 
public confinement should become obnoxious, and especially, when 
they have just been made the receptacle for those who had been 
similarly engaged. Under the circumstances, the firing of the 
Gaols, and liberation of the prisoners, might have been expected ; 
but how to account for the most diabolical disposition which after- 
wards pervaded the multitude, is somewhat difficultj unless we again 
refer to the impunity with which every fresh outrage had hitherto 
been committed. The presence of tlie military at the New Gaol, 
and their speedy retreat, must, in reality, have produced the great- 
est confidence in the mob, because it was a confession either of 
weakness or approval, — at least, so the mob interpreted it, and, of 
course, they continued their uninterrupted and atrocious career. 

The Gloucester County Prison, at Lawford's Gate, was the next . 
object of assault, and on the arrival of the main body of the riot- 
ers at the doors, the keys were surrendered to them, as all resist- 
ance was useless in the absence of the civil and military power. 
They immediately went to work, and, with their sledge hammers 
and other instruments, brake the locks in quick succession, that 
confined the inmates j thus twenty-three prisoners, (amongst them 
three females,) were liberated, and every thing combustible was 
quickly in a blaze. At the same moment, the New Gaol and Toll 
Houses, — the Bridewell, the other wing being now ignited, — and 
the County Prison, were enveloped in the devouring element, and 
thus intimated to the inhabitants who kept their homes, the me- 
lancholy fact, that the mob were every where successful, and 
every where uncontrolled. We saw some of the vagabonds pro- 
ceed, with sledge-hammers across their shoulders, from the New 
Gaol to Lawford's Gate, and with perfect self-possession, an- 
nounce vengeance and destruction to every opposing obstacle. 
Numbers of people, well disposed to check this insubordination 
and riot, were looking on with melancholy countenances, but from 
causes almost unaccountable, were left silent and mournful spec- 
tators of the violence and ruin before them. The Lock-up House 
in the neighbourhood of Lawford's Gate, was speedily consigned 
to the flames ; but in the attack upon it, as well as upon the Gaol, 
we have heard it repeatedly stated, that a comparatively few of the 
mob presented themselves, more fearful from their noise axvd va\.- 
precations than for their physical 8ltei\%\.\\» X «^m\. ^a^\^>i^^ 
nelgbboarbood was forcibly entered, atvd iVit tciA^cx^MiV^ «0Ktfss«\^'^^ 

amoag other pjiopositions, their mteviXiou ol tg^sva^ ^^ oxi»\» 

Bijshop's Fdlace. 
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Thither they accordingly proceeded^ but conscious as they F^j 
of their own security, a very small number arrived there, Q^t^^riij 
being actuated by other objects, and especially by a desire to lee^^T^ 
what was going on in the Square. The few, however, were d ^s^ 
perate enough for their purpose, and the bi&hop and his retinir^ 
having left his [ialace and property about the middle of the day,^ 
the mob coolly set about their work of destruction. The whole o:f 
the combustible materials was quickly reduced to ashes, but the 
masonry of the interior as well as the exterior walls, resisted, in a 
great degree, the action of the flames. During the absence of the 
military, the mob in the Square had vigorously proceeded to the 
most frightful extremities. Round the Mansion-House and neigh- 
bourhood, between seven and eight o* clock, there were a few per- 
sons, the greater part of whom appeared to be spectators. In the 
lower part of the bouse, and in the cellars, were the mob, whose 
work of destruction could be distinctly heard, and who every now 
and then rolled out a barrel of beer or wine, amidst laughter and 
cheers. At the same time were individuals deliberately going in 
with lighted candles, openly to fire the house at different points, 
especially in the kitchen under the banqueting-room, whilst at the 
same moment there were seven horse-soldiers quietly walking their 
horses in front, wrapped up in their cloaks, to protect them from 
the little drizzling rain that fell, and using no exertion at all ! ! It 
is our firm opinion, founded on what we saw, that those seven sol- 
diers, dismounted^ and with their arms in their hands, could at 
this moment have cleared out the cellar and whole building of the 
Mansion- House, and thus not only the ruin of this edifice, but the 
whole of the destruction in the Square, would have been prevent- 
ed. The infuriated wretches who had entered as we have just des- 
cribed, no less intoxicated with their successful career than with 
liqaor, pressed forward to the windows and waved their handker- 
chiefs, cheering, at the same time, in exultation of the final ac- 
complishment of their designs on the ill-fated building. We are 
almost certain that many paid the forfeit of their lives for their 
criminal temerity.^ From the rapidity of the progress of the flames^ 
it is supposed that some were cut off from a retreat, and that they 
thus met with an untimely end. 

In this posture of affairs the soldiers were withdrawn from the 

Square, for the purpose, as we have been informed, of protecting 

the Council- House, which was supposed to be the next object of 

attack ; but some time before the banqueting-room at the Man- 

sion-House was caught, the street was only occupied by a mob, 

who cheered at the rapid progress of the flames. Some ventured 

into the middle of the street, and with frantic gestures expressed 

ilie/r Mitravagnnt joy. In about an hour and a half the whole of 

the/nterJor was completely g:utted, and the fire was lapVdV^ %i^w«.^- 

sr ^nta the adjoiniog bouses. Not a fire-engine w»s ift«»e\i\., \tfw 
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do we hear that any made the attempt. The firemen of the dif- 
ferent companies^ alone> armed with their fire-hatchets, would 
have heen sufficient to have routed the moh at this or any subse- 
quent time during the evening. But every class seemed to be 
seized with the same apathy, and not the slightest protection to 
property, or molestation to the spoiler, was offered. 

With the destruction of the Mansion- House, and the adjoining 
dwelling, a slight hope was entertained by some, that these horrid 
excesses would have terminated ; but so far from slackening in 
their dreadful career, the mob hourly became more desperate, as 
the intoxicating liquors they had procured began to take effect. 
The wines and spirits were among the first objects of their desire, 
and to their indulgence many of the hapless wretches owe the sa- 
criice of their lives. But the spirit of desolation was not yet 
sated, and each dwelling was ransacked and fired, until the whole 
mass, from the Mansion-House to the Custom*Honse, was enve- 
loped in flames, which communicated to the back buildings in 
Little King Street, until the whole pile in both streets was involved 
in conflagration. Jt is believed, and we may almost add, hoped, 
that many of the wretches who were engaged in sacking and light- 
ing the Custom-House, fell victims to their thirst for plunder and 
liquor. Many of them were seen, as they approached the win- 
dows, to drop into the flames, and others, among whom was a fe* 
male, threw themselves in desperation from the windows. The 
latter was carried to the Infirmary, where she has since died. 

The scene was truly distressing when the contents of about fifty 
puncheons of rum, which bad become ignited, rushed out of Mr. 
Johnson's bonded warehouse, at the corner of the avenue leading 
into Queen-Square>^£Ulng the gutters so fast that the drains could 
not carry it off : it then ran over the pavement and reached the 
middle of the street, flaming most awfully, till the house at the 
opposite corner of the avenue took fire^ and appeared likely to 
communicate it to the entire row of houses extending towards the 
Back. Whilst the flaming rum formed a hedge of fire in front of 
the three or four first houses, many females were seen at the doors 
crying for help ; some who dashed through the fire were soon en- 
veloped in the flames, which, however, were speedily extinguished 
by some sailors, who threw themselves on the poor sufferers, whilst 
others emptied buckets of water upon them. Though the rum 
continued to burn nearly an hour, some active sailors succeeded in 
keeping the walls of the corner house so wet, as to extinguish the 
fire and save the whole row. There were, indeed, at this point, 
many instances oi truly generous and disinterested devotion to 
danger, on the part of many sailors and others, which is some little 
set-off to the brutal and barbarous chax9LC\.^\ ^Voik^^^ *^ ^&k»s^'«^. 
every other part of the utihA.ipf "j «i«xk«i >Xv"aX ^\^\, '^>!^ ^os^^sasJ 
ioweverj oix this part q£ otifcm t^Va^et ^\a^MS«i.\xv\fe> ^^^^ 
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justice demands to be recorded. Mr. Waring bad saved about 
balf of bis property out of No. 25, and bad it rolled into tbe ave- 
nue, by the Library^ close to tbe gates of King-street Hall. Mr, 
W. and bis friend, Mr. F. Tuckett, of Frenchay, and Mr. T. Hing- 
ston, bad also bired about a dozen sailors and otbers, to break 
open tbe bonded spirit stores opposite tbe avenue, and tbus rolled 
out, uninjured, an immense number of pieces of brandy and rum, 
wbicb tbey placed on tbe otber side of tbe street. Mr. W. and 
bis party, rang the bell of King-street Hall, and requested Mr. 
VV. Ford, who was inside, to allow them to roll his porter and 
otber goods into the yard j be replied, " No, I will not j tell Mr. 
Waring to go back to bis own counting-bouse,** (then on fire.) 
Soon after, Mr. Tuckett rang again, and entreated Mr. Ford to 
have a little public spirit at a time of such awful calamity and dis- 
tress, regardless of the political opinions of the su£ferers. He 
then replied, " I will not open my place, it will not take fire- 
there is too much public spirit and liberality forme." Tbe party 
then told bim, that as the safety of that part of the city depended 
on tbe spirits being rolled away further from the fire, if he did 
not open tbe gates they should be forced. They were then opened, 
and the porter and spirits rolled in by about fifty hands. When all 
tbe casks of spirit were rolled in excepting seven, Mr. Ford dis- 
covered that the property thus saved by the exertions of those whose 
goods he would not suffer to be left in the yard, because the owners 
were popular supporters of the people's rights, actually belonged 
to bis brother-in-law, Mr. Sheriff Lax ! He then came out, and 
helped to roll in the few remaining casks, and was beard boasting 
in the Commercial Rooms, by those who knew not the whole 
truth, that — " He had made great exertions in tbe night in saving 
Mr. Lax*s spirits ! I *' Mr. James Ford has since told Mr. Waring, 
tbey shall expect to be paid rent for the few hours tbe goods re- 
mained in their yard. Mr. Waring defended his premises most 
heroically 3 many of the rioters who attempted to enter were felled 
by his own bands, and several of the mob, who were witnesses to 
bis valour and determination, at length began to cheer bim. 

The hope that the dreadful work would now cease, was in vain. 
A small band, chiefly boys, who seemed to go about their work 
as if they bad been regularly trained to the hellish employment, 
proceeded to extend the devouring element, preceding their ope- 
rations by giving half-an-hour*s notice to tbe inmates to retire. 
Tbe windows were afterwards smashed in, tbe furniture thrown 
out and carried off, and the premises ignited with a rapidity truly 
astonishing. In this manner tbey swept away one whole side, 
and then proceeded to another^ commencing with tbe Excise 
C?^ce at tbe corner. To follow up tbe account froih this time, 
C^^ree o'clock in the morning,) would only be a it^\.vt\ou o€ ibe 
aetatJs at which onr Ji^urt already sickens. UnXfesUWV^^ ^^'i ^«^ 
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the flames^ they extended to the houses of the parallel streets ; 
aod as in this quarter of the city are many of the principal wine 
and spirit stores^ the fury of the devouring element can scarcely 
be conceived. 

Altogether there have been completely destroyed nearly FIFTY 
DwelHng-Hooses and Warehouses^ exclusive of the Mansion- 
House, Excise-Office^ Custom-FJouse, the four Toll-Houses, the 
three Prisons, and the Bishop*s Palace. 

Not the least painful reflection is, that, after the destruction of 
the Custom- House, the remainder of the mischief was owing to 
the wanton fury of a truly insignificant number of wretches, almost 
exclusively boys. Some, apparently not more than ten or eleven 
years of age, when their retreat from the attic-floor of one of the 
bouses had been cut off, and whilst the flames were bursting out 
beneath them, coolly clambered along a coping, projecting not more 
than three inches, and, entering an adjoining house, immediately 
set fire to the bedsteads and furniture. From the time we have 
named, many of the older ones gave themselves up wholly to drink- 
ing and revelling in the scene around them. In corroboration of 
wbat we have before said, of the easy resistance that might have 
been offered, one house was saved by the determined conduct of 
the inmates ; and the inhabitants of the third side of the Square 
are indebted for their escape from a similar visitation, to the firm- 
ness and resolution of the occupiers of the corner-house, where 
the incendiaries met with a check which eflectually prevented their 
further progress. 

At day-break on the following morning, (Monday,) such a 
scene presented itself as was truly appalling. The appearance, of 
the Square was enough to strike terror into the stoutest heart -, on 
two sides, the houses, with very few exceptions, were a heap of 
ruins, and the crash of walls and burning timbers, at short inter- 
vals, showed how effectually the miscreants had accomplished their 
work, ere many of them had become so incapacitated by drunken- 
ne8S> as to throw themselves on the ground, there to slumber while 
their diabolical labours were yet in progress. With countenances 
more like fiends than men, numbers were thus strewn upon the 
ground, some placed on beds and mattrasses, either until their re- 
covery, or their removal by some who were probably fearful that 
tardy justice would yet award the punishment due to their crimes. 
The sight was truly horrific, and the more so, since all this misery 
bad been produced for the vilest purposes of rapine and plunder-^ 
a bottle of wine or brandy^ a few splendid trinkets or other gew- 
gaws, being all that, in many instances, the wretches were able to 
carry off. For such trifles the greatest risks had been run, and 
one naif of the finest Square in England, destroyed. In some in- 
stances^ a fiend-Jike disposition was dispYa^tA, eN^ivvXic^wA^V^ 
4iHst enormities demanded j one widow Ud'j \i«^^<i^» owV^xVxa^'^. 
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that she atid a large family of children might he spared^ and> as 
we have heard, offered a large sum of rooney> when her house was 
set on fire before her face : another^ who fainted at the scene be- 
fore her, and was thus unable to move out of the way, was told to 
remain where she was, and be burnt to death. 

After such scenes, and entreaties out of number, the Magistrates 
ceased to deliberole, and began to act ; the posse comitdtus were 
called out, and the 14th Light Dragoons, which had been very 
improperly removed from the city, were recalled. The shops were 
shut, and, in addition to the civil power now called upon, an ap- 
plication was made to Mr. Herapath, (who had, on the Sunday 
forenoon, voluntarily tendered the assistance of the Reform Union^) 
through the medium of Mr. Under-Sheriff Hare, for the assistance 
of the Bristol General Union. Mr. Herapath, their Vice-Presi- 
dent, called the members together by public notice, a course which 
we understand he had already determined on, and in ^ short time 
a large body of them had collected together ; previous to which, 
Mr. H. was invested, by the magistracy^ with an authority equal 
to that of the Under-SheriflP. 

It became evident that something should be done to quell the 
riotous disposition which was still by no means allayed, and espe- 
cially as Monday is generally a day of idleness, and numbers of 
disorderly people might be expected from the surrounding country, 
under the plea of surveying the mischief that had been accom- 
plished. The city appeared as though it were besieged : the mi- 
litary galloping through the streets, and the people running in 
all directions to escape the sabre ,* many were cut, and otherwise 
seriously injured, some of them no doubt unconscious of the 
risk they ran in exposing themselves. The previous incapacity 
of the authorities, and the consequent want of the necessary or- 
ders to the Dragoons, had encouraged the delusion 5 the peace- 
able and confiding inhabitants naturally expected that when the 
greatest mischief had been accomplished under the very eye of 
the military, no cause for their activity could exist when the de- 
mons of violence had been over-gorged, and were thus rendered 
powerless. Numbers were therefore taken by surprise ; in proof 
of which^ we may state, that women and children were in the 
streets, moving about with their accustomed feelings of security. 
If there were any prudence in this measure, it is rather to be 
sought in the terror that it occasioned throughout the city to all 
whose malignity had not yet been sufficiently gratified ; but it 
came toG* late to be of any material service. In the meantime, 
the inhabitants generally had repaired to their respective churches, 
and were immediately enrolled in bands of constables, each armed 
nrM staves, and distinguished by a strip of linen round the arm 
or bat, 2'be Bristol GeutxdX Union had also formed itself into 
■/ass€8^ to aid this array of the civil power. liiX\A& m«Ltmw,V)Dk^ 
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itreeis were patrolled in very strong bodies throughout the whole 
of the day> and in conjunction with the military, there was such 
a formidable appearance, that not a rioter was seen, nor we belieye 
throughout the whole city was there any further commotion during 
the day. Strong parties of the constables were also posted during 
the whole of the day at the different avenues in the neighbourhood 
of the Square, and prevented all passing. It was well for the mob 
that not a rioter showed himself, for so exasperated were the res- 
pectable inhabitants at the deplorable sight which presented itself 
in the Square, that we are satisfied if any person had attempted to 
create a fresh disturbance, they would have been massacred on 
the spot. We have heard that in the afternoon four countrymen 
were detected robbing a house on Lawrence Hill, and were imme- 
diately taken by the military. 

In the course of the day the following placards were issued by 
the Magistrates : — 

<< Council-House, Bristol, Oct. 31, 1831. 
*'The Posse Comitatus of this City and County having been called out 
fo act in conjunction with the Military, to endeavour to restore the Peace 
of the City, and as the most severe measures must bo adopted to accom- 
plish that object, the Magistrates earnestly caution all persons not en- 
gaged in official duties as Constables, to keep within their respective 
dwellings, as they will otherwise be exposed to the most imminent peril. 

" C. Finney, Mayor.'* 

« Bristol, Oct. 31, 1831. 
'^ It will be of tho ulmost importance that the Inhabitants should place 
Lights in the Windows of their respective Houses as soon as it becomes 
dusk; and the Magistrates again earnestly entreat that all Persons will 
confine themselves within their respective dwellings. 

** C. Pin NET, Mayor.'* 

It was apprehended an attempt would be made by the rioters to 
cut off the gaS; and throw the city into darkness. This apprehen- 
sion, however, proved perfectly groundless. 

In the evening, the flames which had been smouldering all day, 
broke out afresh, and Prince*s-street again presented a frightful 
spectacle, though trifling as compared with that of the night be- 
fore. In King-street, the pavement was forced up by the heat 
arising from some brandy burning in ttie vaults below, and the 
walls of some warehouses fell down with a tremendous crash into 
the street, reaching as far as the Library, and completely blocking 
up the thoroughfare.— The engines were, however, now in rea- 
diness, and prevented the flames from spreading. — An attack on 
the shipping having been anticipated, the ships* bells were rung, 
and every thing prepared on board to give the rioters a warm re- 
ception. The evening and night passed off, however, without any 
further interruption to tranquillity •, t\je A\fl[w^\!k\. ^^\\^V'K^V^fe\\\!»!^ 
ap a constant ptitrolj and relieving eadv o\\\w ^\. Vo.xa^nA'?** '"^N^fc 



members of the Political Upion also^ who bad formed themselyes 
into a body in the mornings paraded the streets in a strong force 
during the evening and night. About eight o*clock the 1 1 th regi- 
ment of infantry^ which bad come express from Cardiff^ entered 
the town with drums and music^ and in considerable force. 

SEARCH FOR THE STOLEN PROPERTY. 

Tranquillity having been restored by the energy exhibited by 
the civil and military authorities on Monday, the next day was set 
apart for the recovery of the stolen materials. The Exchange was 
appointed as the common receptacle, and the mass of furniture of 
every description — beds, wearing apparel, tables, linen, glass, 
plate, knives nnd forks, &c. &c., collected there during the day is 
truly astonishing. In Host-street upWards of two waggon loads 
of furniture were found in one house. Marsh-street, St. James's 
Back, the Pithay, the Dings, and in fact almost all the lowest and 
dirtiest parts of the town were also filled with plunder of various 
descriptions, though a great deal was surreptitiously destroyed, 
when it was known that a vigilant search was begun. Numbers 
of individuals were found in the greatest state of intoxication, 
with bottles of wine under their beds ; and numbers have been 
taken up on suspicion. On the person of one man, we have heard, 
was found upwards of 6^200 in money, taken from the Custom- 
House, and another dirty ragged rascal had his pockets filled with 
sovereigns. Numberless are the instances in which property has 
been thus found upon the lowest and most abandoned wretches, 
but the quantity lost baffles all calculation. From the quantity of 
goods found in the habitations of the lowest class of Irishmen, it 
is clear that a considerable number of them were employed in the 
work of plunder, if not of incendiarism. 

When some of the Posse Comitatus, who had received 
information of where stolen property might be found, assisted by 
a few parochial constables, made their first search in a court at 
the bottom of the Pithay, they recovered a very considerable quan- 
tity, but as they were searching the front of the houses, the in- 
habitants were throwing the most elegant furniture into the river. 
In Elibroad-street the 6th division of the Union recovered some 
books, supposed to be stolen from the Bishop*s Palace, and one 
taken from the Custom-House. Various were the stratagems 
resorted to by the depredators in order to conceal their ill-gotten 
booty. In some places plate was found concealed under a quan- 
tity of potatoes, ashes, or coal ; in others, on the roofs of houses. 
In one place, a pot was seen upon the fire, which the *' good wo« 
man" said contained broth for her busband) upon searching it 
4bere were fount) silver spoons and forks. In an uninhabited house 
Zy J^etvla's-mead, were found decanterSf glasses, lustres, china, 
^o, S[^,. jQ another place in its vicinity a very Na\vis&A& ^^IvaMvck^ 
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was discovered. When the buildings behind Lewin*s-mead were 
searched^ the inhabitants were detected burning the property on 
the tops of the houses^ whilst beds^ bedding, chairs, tables^ sacks 
of flour^ looking-glasses^ &c. were recovered, and others thrown 
into the river. By information given to some constables of the 
Union, considerable property was recovered, on Tuesday, from a 
beer-shop, called the Victory, in Lewin's-mead ; and on a subse- 
quent search, by the constables of St. Philip's, articles to the value 
of ^50 and upwards, concealed in the roofs, puncheons, &c. were 
found on the same premises. On St. James*s Back, some persons 
were emptying into a sink a cask of brandy, when the constables 
came up just in time to save several gallons. From this place, 
Lewin*s-mead, and their neighbourhood, two waggon loads of 
goods were obtained. The search has extended some distance from 
the city, and considerable property has been recovered from de- 
predators who had entered the Square, either considering it a fa- 
vourable opportunity for their avocations, or incapable of resisting 
the example afforded by others. 

THE KILLED, WOUNDED, AND BURNT. 

In anticipation of the probable consequences, every possible pre- 
paration was made at the Infirmary, during the night, for the ac- 
commodation of, and attention to, casualties, which the house would 
afford. On Saturday evening, four persons were received with sa- 
bre wounds, and one shot through the lungs. On Sunday, in the 
forenoon, eight persons were brought in succession, with gun-shot 
wounds. W ith the exception of one man, who was struck with a 
ball which had passed over the river, all were under twenty years 
of age, and one only twelve years old, chiefly from St. Philip's. 
They had been fired upon by the rear-guard of the cavalry, near 
St Augustine's church, in College-green, or in an attack upon the 
billets in the Boar's Head Yard, to which the soldiers had been or- 
dered to retreat. On Monday, the wounded began to pour in, nearly 
all cut by the sword severely, either in the face, neck, or head. In 
a great many of the latter cases, the sabre had slashed entirely 
through the hat into the skull, so that some will probably terminate 
fatally. That these were actual rioters there can be no doubt, as 
many were athletic stout fellows, with plundered articles in their 
possession, and in the highest state of excitement from liquor. One 
lad was shot through the body, and is since dead ; as also a woman, 
who entered a house in Queen-square, for the purpose of theft, and, 
being caught by the flames, was burnt in a dreadful manner. At 
twelve o'clock on Monday, there were sixty- four casualties, and 
there were several more during the day. — A great many persons 
were brought to the house in the most wretched state of intoxica- 
tion, 80 that they appeared almost lifeless. One actually died, but 
the rest had the liquor removed from the stomach by the pump, and 
were the next day taken away by their friends. It was chiefly rum, 
which they had drank, probably at the Custom-\io\s&^. 

Two persons died on Wednesday iQOTii\i\^«)LV)ftji\ttSvc\!a»xN^ ^^ 
ibjr A sabre wound in the forehead, aud\ke o\^ex,'X\vo'cc«-^ ^^"^ 
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signal rockets, at the Pack Horse, Lawrence-Hill, in Limekiln^ 
Lane, Bedminster, &c. The perambulating divisions consisted of a 
commander, two captains, and twenty-three men. Bodies, well 
armed, were also left in the stf^on houses. We do not know the 

Srecise number of these divisions, but we met the tenth in CoUege- 
hreen. 

The names of several individuals have been handed to us, as me- 
riting well of their fellow-citizens, for their exertions, especially 
some who attempted to secure portions of the property at the Cus- 
tom- House, at the hazard of their lives. 

Early on Monday morning a countryman was brought into the 
Cat ana Wheel, Castle Green, in a most brutal state of intoxication, 
and died in a few minutes after. On opening the body, a quantity 
of Port Wine was found in the stomach, whilst by the extravasation 
of blood which had taken place on the brain, it was evident that 
his death had been occasioned by apoplexy produced by excessive 
drinking. 

A man of the name of Thomas, a mason, in the employ of Mr. 
Broad, RedclifF-street, was killed on Monday morning, at the top 
of Marsh-street, by one of the 14th Dragoons. His head was near- 
ly severed from his body, and, of course, his death was instanta- 
neous. 

On Monday evening, a party from Bedminster, fired upon the 
Watch and Ward of Redcliff Parish. A fellow was taken with a 
pistol in his possession, which had been just discharged. 

One, at least, of the infatuated wretches, was observed to fall 
from a window of the Custom-House to the balcony beneatM, when, 
it is believed, the extreme heat must have rendered the lead fluid, 
with which it was covered. Thus he met a most excruciating death. 

A man engaged as a brewer at the Angel Inn, in High -street, re- 
ceived two severe cuts in crossing the corner of Wine-street, on 
Saturday night, and has since died. 

To show the utter heedlessness of the mob as to the consequences 
with which they might probably be visited, we may state that many 
articles of furniture, &c., so soon as torn from the dwellings in the 
Square, were immediately offered, for the smallest sums, in different 
parts of the city. For a table worth seven guineas, six pence was 
asked. Wine might be had for three pence a bottle, and ultimately 
for one penny. Blankets, two pence per pair. 

We are credibly informed that not more than twenty or thirty 
miscreants set fire to the Bishop's Palace. 

Meeting at the Commercial Rooms. — At twelve o'clock on 
Thursday, (Nov. 3,) a Meeting of the Merchants, Bankers, Traders, 
and others, was held at the Commercial Rooms, and the following 
Address agreed upon : — 

" Bristol, Nov. 2, 1831. 
" To the Right Honourable Lord Melbourne, Secretary of State for the 

Home Department, &c. &c. 

'* We, the undersigned, Merchants* Bankers, Traders, and others, In-f 

habitants of the City of Bristol, deeply lamenting the riotous and dis*' 

graceful proceedings that have recently occurred in this City, and the sad 

(/f struct ion of property resulting therefrom — that the lives and fortunes 

j*f tho citizens were, for a considerable time, entirely at the mercy of a 

(desperate Mob, and Grmly convinced that a\\ this mi^Vit Yio^Ne \i^^w Y^fi. 
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vented, if proper precautions had been adopted, — do earnestly request 
your Lordship will be pleased to cause an investigation to be instituted, 
a^ the oply course that wilt pacify the minds of the public, and restore 
confidence in future." 

As a proof of the destitute condition of the city, as regards the 
presence of the civil authorities, the Doddington troop of x eoman- 
ry, under the command of Captain Codrington, marched in on Sun- 
day evening, time enough to have rendered the most essential ser- 
vice, but, in consequence of the absence of the Magistrates, they 
were reluctantly compelled, after tarrying about two hours, to turn 
their horses, and go back to their homes. 

We can state, upon very good authority, that a deputation was 
sent to London ^om tbis city, some days previous to the time ap- 

Eointed for Sir Charles Wetherell's entry, and had an interview with 
lOrd Melbourne, the Home Secretary, to ask for the assistance of a 
military force. His Lordship, probably at a loss how to act, sought 
for information elsewhere, which was freely given to him, and due 
representation made of the danger there was in the introduction of 
troops. He was assured that, if they were kept away from the city, 
there could be no danger, except that which might arise from thieves 
and adventurers, who could be speedily overcome. On a subse- 
quent visit, the party who gave this wholesome advice found that 
his Lordship had consented to the application,, and he therefore 
dropped all further interference. 

Th^ following is a list of the names of the unfortunate persons 
whose houses and property were consumed : — 



Charles Finney, Esq., Mayor. 

Messrs. Leman, Solicitors. 

James Cunningham, Esq. Merchant 

The Misses Vigor, Boarding School. 

Mr. Sheppard, Corn Merchant. 

Mr. Webb^ Wine Merchant. 

Mr. Henry Smith. 

Messrs. Bernard, Merchants. 

Messrs. Bernard and Bradley, Ac- 
countants. 

J. Anderson, Esq. Town Dae Office. 

Mrs. Phillips, Boanlins; School. 

Miss Brickdale, at the CustomHouse 

Mr. Strong, Bookseller. 

Mr. J. 8. Broad, Accountant* 

Messrs. Joseph Lax and Co., Wine 
Merchants, 

Messrs. Bar tlett&Mogg, Ditto. 

Messrs. Miles & Kington, Merchants 

Mr. J. B. Room, Accountant. 

Mr. Moxham, Accountant. 

Mr. W.B. Smith, Linen Merchant. 

Mr. W. Cross, Wholesale Stationer. 

Mr. Barrett. 

Mr. Bull, LodgingroHouse. 

Mrs. HarCbrd. 

Mr. Nightmgale* Excise Office. 

Jflesan, J. 5. Fr/& Sons, Merchants. 

There were many lodgers ¥7110 
^e nqt'iaduded. 



Mrs. Barbay, Lodging-House. 

Messrs. VVbitwill and King, Ship 
Brokers. 

Messrs. Bickley and Co. Merchants 

Mr. C. Stephens, Landing Waiter. 

Mr. Croker, Coach-maker> Lodging- 
House. 

Mrs. Hansard. Miss James. 

Mr. Richard Jenkins, late of the 
Custom-House. 

Rev.Mr.Buck,HectorofSt.Stephen^i 

Miss Daveys, Lodging-House. 

Mr. Rumley, Aitrhitect. 

Captain Stuart. Mr. Richardson. 

Mrs. White, Lodging-House. 

Mrs. Roberts, Ditto. 

Miss Giroux, Dancing Academy. 

Messrs. Cook, Hatcher, and Co., 
Sail-makers. 

Mr. W^eaver, Commission Agent. 

Mr. S. Waring, Porter Warehouse. 

Mr. Smith, Provision Warehouse. 

The Palace of the Lord Bishop of 
the Diocess. 

Mr. Humphries, New Gaol. 

Mr. Evans, Bridewell. 

Mt.Oa\T\^^<^)Cx\Q^<cfc%Vc:t^raKQ^ 

have \oat VkeVt «Xi, \acA^VQR& \issss 
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INSTANCES OF PERSONAL COURAGE. 

Among the instances of great personal activity and determination 
to save public and private property from destruction, the city is 

freatly indebted to Messrs. B. Ralph, James Livett, Solicitor, and 
ames Norton, for the preservation of the Cathedral, together with 
a large quantity of books^ and papers in the Chapter-house. The 
mob made repeated attempts to kindle the fire, which was as often 
put out by the above-mentioned gentlemen, who represented to them 
that they were enemies to their King, their Country, and to Reform, 
as they proved by the attempts they were then making. Having 
succeeded, by these representations, in inducing the rioters to retire, 
Mr. Ralph went into Queen-square, where he soon became actively 
engaged in the endeavour to check the mad purposes of the infun- 
ated multitude. Here too he was fortunate enough to assist in the 
salvation of Mr. Lawes' house, and the one adjoining, the only two 
now tmconsuined on that side of the Square. An Irishman had ac- 
tually lighted the combustible materials in an upper story ; he was 
met in the stairs, and after some altercation, was about deliberately 
to ransack the dwelling. A young man named Thomas, residing in 
Newfoundland-street, gfot a carpet on the invitation of Mr. Ramh, 
and so smothered the flames, which were soon entirely extinguished 
by a pail of water. Mr. R. received some severe bruises during his 
humane exertions, and whilst engaged in this latter scene, he would, 
in all probability, have been kifled, but for the interference of one 
of the Dragoons. At one time four men were upon him. A few 
such examples would, in all probability, have saved thousands of 
pounds of public property so unhappily sacrificed. 

On Sunday evening, when the mob had reached the City Gaol 
and commenced their operations, Mr. Herapath, with some members 
of the Council of the Union, went in amongst them, and both he 
and the Secretary severally addressed them, for half an hour, pointing 
out the extreme folly and illegality of their conduct. They listened 
with considerable patience, but threatened to go and destroy the 
Dock Gates, as, since their erection, their wages had been lowered. 
Some of thqm acknowledged that the advice given was well intend- 
ed, but it unfortunately produced no effect ; they told the speakers 
that they (the mob) knew their business and would attend to it. 

Mrs. Boursignot, No. 49, at the avenue leading into Prince's- 
street, from the Square, saved her house and dwelling entirely by 
her own intrepidity. Seven or eight fellows were seen in it at one 
time, who, by her thrusts and menaces, she got at length out of the 
street door, although they had lighted a fire in the attic, and had 
turned out many arncles. Some of the furniture was broken as well 
as the windows, but she succeeded in saving the bulk of her pro- 
perty uninjured. 

When the Custom-House was attacked, Mr. Wm. C. Stephens, 
one of the landing- waiters, entered, and carried off to his own dwel- 
ling a very lar^e sum of money and some valuable papers ; but fii» 
own house having subsequently been consigned to a similar fate,, he 
thought it his duty to preserve these documents in pi^ference to 
^/s own property, the whole of which, we understand, fell a prey 
^ ^e Barnes. 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 



It has never fallen to our lot to discharge a more im- 
;S| portaat duty than that which we now take up our pen to 
•^ commence. 

£ The extraordinary sensation created by the late cala- 

I. mitous Riots in this city, together with the important 
events in connexion with them, have rendered it necessary 
that a faithful Narrative of these events should be pub- 
lished in such a fotm, and at such a price, as will render 



I them available by every inhabitant of this deeply in- 



1 terested city,, as well as by such other persons as may be 
^ desirous of handing down to th^r posterity the gloomy 
record of thisHE>lood-stained tragedy. 



d The narrative of the **ihree days *' has been already pub* 

.^ lished, and it now only remains for us to afford a faithful 

journal of the proceedings- under the Commission insti- 
ll tuted by Gor^ernment, for the purposes of enquiring into 

the various charges against individuals accused as par- 
's ticipators in the outrages, and of dealing out the measure 
'§, of retributive justice to those who have set at defiance the 
£ laws of their country. 

That the trials of 'the unfortunate prisoners will be 
g impartial, we are assured by the integrity of that portion 
of our fellow-citizens, whose duty it may be to sit as 
Jurors. That the punishment awarded against such as may 
be convicted will be commensurate with the magnitude of 
the offence, we have the surest guarantee in the unsullied 
reputation of the Judges, who, free from all the trammels 
of local prejudice, will adminiftter the laws of their country 
with the strictest impartiality, regarding alike every cir- 
cumstance which may be affotded in favor of the accuser 
or the accmed. 



TRIALS 



OF THE 



BRISTOL RIOTERS. 



THE SPECIAL COMMISSION. 



Monday, Jan. 2, bein^ the day appointed for commen- 
cing the Gaol Delivery in this city, under his Mtyesty^s 
Special Commission, every arrangement was made by {he 
proper authorities, to give due efrect to so solemn an occa- 
sion, and pay a just deference to the three Judges, armed 
with power to try the prisoners in our City Gaol, chareed 
with being concerned in the Riots and Incendiarism that 
have so recently afflicted our city, and also to deliver the 
Gaol of persons committed for other offences. It could hard- 
ly be otherwise than thatconsiderable public anxiety should 
prevail at such a moment, to so ^eat an extent, indeed, as to 
have given rise to the belief, in some quarters, that a re- 
currence of past events was by no means unlikely to take 
place, notwithstanding the civil and military power which 
has been brought together to ensure the public tranquilli- 
ty : — ^the more considerate and well-informed, however, had 
come to a very different conclusion, founded on the very 
efficient measures pursued for the preservation of public 
peace, and the excellent spirit with which our fellow-citi- 
zens were actuated, in presenting themselves, in every 
parish, as Special Constables, ana adopting the best ar- 
rangements to give efficiency to their rndeavours. Now, 
indeed, that the chief cause of excitement has been re- 
moved — that no political partizar nas come amongst us, 
clothed in the judicial ermine, the most timid might 
take courage, under the firm conviction that the oppor- 
tunity for riot does not exist, and if the disposition were 
momentarily to manifest itself, it would assuredly meet 
with summary retribution. 

If these preparations for preserving the peace call for 
any remark, it is, that they have rather gone beyond than 
come short of the necessity of the case, although we fully 
admit that the authorities (after the fatal issue of a contrary 



conduct) are well deserving of public commendation, in 
taking the most complete precaution, and especially as to 
their reliance, in i]\& first instance, on a strong civil force; 
— and the alacrity with which they have been obeyed re- 
flects great credit on the tradesmen and others of our fellow- 
citizens, nearly the whole of the householders having been 
sworn in as special constables. The military were under 
arms — ^the Infantry, at the Wool-hall and at Taylor's- hall ; 
and the Cavalry at Portwall-lane ; but it soon became 
manifest that there would be no necessity for their services. 

The javelin-men, habited in the costume of the Metro- 
politan police, whose duty it is to protect the persons of 
the Judges, assembled in the area of the Exchange at an 
earl^ hour on Monday morning, whither the constables, 
having their parish designations printed on cards or calico, 
attached to some portion of their dress, also repaired, and 
from thence they were conducted, under their several 
leaders, to the position assigned to them, in the line of 
road along which the Judges were to make their public 
entry. In this way the streets to Temple-gate, and thence 
to Totterdown, were completely lined, tne constabulary 
force assembled being far more numerous than on any 
previous occasion in this city. Amid this array, it is 
perhaps, not a little singular, that the mere spectators did 
not amount to more than a tew hundreds, amongst whom 
nothing was so much distinguishable as the orderliness and 
air of gravity with which they united themselves to the 
cortege, affording a strong contrast to the scene exhibited 
in the same place on the 29th of October, when the first 
symptoms of hostility were shown to Sir C. Wetherell. 

A messenger, about half- past ten o'clock, announced 
the speedy arrival of the Judges, and shortly after the an- 
nouncement, they were seen advancing along the vale to 
Totterdown, in two chariots, each drawn by four greys. 
On reaching the summit of tie hill, the Sheriffs there re- 
ceived them, amid a flourish of trumpets, and handed them 
into the carriage provided for them, when the cavalcade 
proceeded towards the city, headed by the police super- 
intendent and sheriff' ofiGicers. Having arrived at the top 
of Broad-street, the Duke of Beaufort (whose name is in- 
cluded in the Special Commission) joined the procession, 
and at the Guildhall, the Judges aad his Grace having 
alightcMl, they were conducted, by the Sheriffs to the 
bench, on which the Lord Chief Justice being seated, he 
had on his right. Sir J. B. Bosanquet and the Duke of 
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Beaufbrt; and on his left. Sir W. E. Taunton. The 
Commissions of Oyer and Terminer, and General Gaol 
Delivery were then read \ after which the Court was ad- 
journed to one o^clock. The Judges then proceeded to 
No. 6, Park-street, which has been fitted up for their ac- 
commodation; and from thence, in their official robes, 
they repaired to the Cathedral, to hear divine service, 
where a numerous and highly respectable congregation 
awaited their arrival. 

The sermon was preached by the Rev. Professor Lee, and 
the text selected for the occasion was from Prov. chap. xvi. verse 
12, --*' The throne is established by righteousness;"— If we were 
required to ascertain what would best promote the welfare of so- 
ciety, experience and human reason must teach us, that it is truth 
in principle, and integrity in practice, without which no com- 
munity can ever prosper; the energies of mankind, when 
exerted und^ their benign inJQuence, lead to prosperous re- 
sults, and a confidence is established which cannot otherwise 
be reposed in human in^itutions— peace and order prevail — 
and human happiness is raised to its highest point ; but, on the 
contrary, when &lsehood, deceit, and intrigue are resorted to by 
mankind, as the safeguards of human institutions, very different 
results ensue. Falsehood will be met by falsehood, artifice by 
artifice, cunning by cunning— envy, hatred, and malice will suc- 
ceed, and poverty and wretchedness be the necessary result. Em- 
pires, states, and individuals, thus affected, have come to naught, 
and, by man^ an exam^de, proved that institutions, merely human, 
and unsanctioned by any lugher authority, have frequently met a 
speedy extinction; indeed, the truth of tiie maxim, ** That honesty 
is the best policy,'* whether applied to the private afiGairs of an 
individual or to the more complex interests of large communities, is 
written in a sunbeam. 

This leads us to the consideration of what is truth and: righteous- 
ness ; where they are found; and who are their authors ? Philosophy 
has searched for them in vain, arid has filled the world with books, 
calculated for nothing so much as to mislead the ignorant and capti- 
vate and deceive the unwary. When it has attempted to discover 
them, nothing settled ever results from the investigation ; and, on 
other hand, when we try them by the test of experience, we are too 
oft^i deceived— from the errors of human judgment, we are apt 
to ascribe to one thing that which is due to another. That which 
is done, is done in vain>. unless we are actuated by the fear of 
God, and the apprehension of a judgment to come, when the secrets 
of all hearts shaU be opened. Hence that system of falsehood which 
actuates only the ^dse and the base. Cunning is ever despicable, 
and he who puts his trust in human policy and human manage- 
ment, is but a false and cunning fool. Society is overrun by 
alsehood, and without hol^g f^t the principles of truth and 



righteousness^ there can be no stability in the throne; ' Truth miQr 
be found in the immutable decrees of the God of heaven and earthi 
who dwdleth on high. In approaching. it» sublime maxims^ the 
first great principle is the comniandm^t» ^ Thou shalt loye the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy aonl^ and with all thy 
strength !*' and '^ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," is the 
second. These two commandments cannot but arrest our attention. 

In an age when human ingenuity and improvement are far ad- 
vanced, it may be asked why a something shorter than that which 
is accompanied by ancient prejudice is not resorted to ?<^this is a 
dangerous question. Modem improvement, it is true, may strike 
out a few truths unknown before, but they wiU lack authority ; 
and under various circumstances and amidst temptation, when 
accompanied by the doctrine of expediency, such precepts will 
give way. Nor would it mend the matter to say that ttath is 
eternal, since the question would arise, by what is it discoverable ? 

In the pursuit of truth difficulties wiU ocrur. Some there are 
who act upon the specious doctrine of whatever is expedient is 
ri|rht; but such doctrine must be incorrect, as human knowledge 
will not permit us to know what is expedient : to-day cannot tell 
us what the morrow wiU bring fortk. Others profess to be actu* 
ated by conscience, which they consider an unerring monitor; 
but conscience is affected by habits, prejudice, and by education ; 
and consciences accordingly vary, and will not always teach us 
that which is right. Whereas, when we enquire of the word of 
God, we find something which is ailthdritative and unerring; 
which points out our duty in a manner encouraging: and delightful, 
operating upon us by the fear of a judgment to come. It excites 
us to a sense of duty, not from the worst but from the best of 
motives — love to God and love to man. 

A dangerous party may be discovered amongst us — atheists and 
inftdJels, who teach publicly against revealed religion. Let them 
remove the ancient and sacred landmarks, and confusion and anar 
ohy wiQ be the result ; — ^remove the doctrine and its teachers and 
you destroy religion :«-disreg^d the divine Judge, aad the sword 
€i human judgment will &11 powerless, And the end will be the 
destruction of the peace and safety of society. There is another 
party whose principles are but little better— they are those of 
expediency, which have nearly overrun the country, and destroyed 
every principle of right and justice, and wotdd even justify the 
d(Hng of evil that good may ooue. Let us, however, take the 
-word of God as our principle, and be determined to stand or fall by 
it ; by this adone shall we please God, who threatens us. Human 
precaution will be unavailing, because hnraan foresight is insufficient ; 
and even were it suffioient, humati power would not be able to 
oppose a barrier to all tmgiadjky doers. Let us trust in God ; he 
who rules supreme over bovrto and earth will protect us, and 
set at naught the desigiia otibotn^ who become our enemies. Rend 
your hearts and nxst your gamcBits, and pray to God, who if he 
has smitten us will l»nd as up^gain. Let vti do this, aiad we shall 
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find, that though '^weeping may endnre for a night, joy cometh 
in the morning. '^ 

On their return from the Cathedral to the Hall, the Judges im- 
mediately proceeded witii the business, and the following gentle- 
men were sworn on the Grand Jury :— 

T. K. Bayley (Foreman) JNManningford 



C. B. Fripp 

T. HiU 

W. Ford 

W. Watson 

T. Daniell, the younger 

A. Holdham 

J. Russell 

J. Moore 

J. Tomlinson 

J. Lee 

J. Hurle 



W. Morg^ 
R. Ricketts 
J. May 

J. Metford, Jun. 
J. Acraman 
D. Fripp 
H. Seeley 
R. E. Case 
S. W. Radcliffe 
P. Maze 
Esquires 



The usual proclamation against vice and immorality having been 
read, the Lord Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas pro- 
ceeded to charge the Grand Jury in nearly the following terms : — 

Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, we are assembled on the present 
occasion by virtue of His Majesty's Special Commission, to enquire 
into things of no ordinary occurrence ; of riots, outrage and plunder, 
of no common nature. His Majesty has thought proper, in his 
paternal solicitude, to institute this mode of procedure in prefer- 
ence to the ordinary course of the law, in order that a salutary 
example may be afforded of his protectic power, aud that the 
punishment of ofifences may follow close on the commission of 
crime. Besides, where so great a number of persons are confined, 
many doubtless may be found to be innocent, who therefore should 
be set free. It was unnecessary to asngn the cause of these riots ; 
but it appears that a few hours previous to their commencement, 
scenes of violence and outrage took place in this city, against 
a gentleman of high judicial authority, coming in the due ex- 
ercise of his legal mnctions, and vested with the authority of the 
sovermgn. From all that we have heard, it appears that the riot 
commenced about dusk, on the evening of Saturday, the twenty- 
ninth day of October last, and continued with littie or no intermis- 
sion, notwithstanding the Riot Act had been read, until the Monday 
morning, when the active exertions of the military, who had been 
called in to assist the Civil Power, put down these riotous pro- 
ceeding^. It is no part of my duty to say whether the rapine 
and violence subsequently committed, arose out of the previous 
violence, or whether it arose from desig^ning men, taking advantagpe 
of the state of excitement in which the city was plunged, to commit 
crimes, the participators in which we are now here to try ; but when 
tunault begins no man can tell where it will stop, and it almost in- 
variably proceeds mudh further than the parties, with whom it ori- 
ginated, could possibly contemplate. Riot is like the letting out 



of waters ; — they rush on with a resistless torrent, and no man can 
tell where they will stay. The law of England therefore is in these 
cases exceedingly strict ; it may not therefore be improper for me 
here to state, with some degree of detail, what the law of the case 
is. First, then, I will inform you that the law on this subject is 
very ancient, for in the reign of Queen Elizabeth a case was brought 
before the Judges, and decided by them, called " A Case of Arms,' * 
and by whom it was decided that where a riot occurs, a man may, 
without the authority of a magistrate, use every means to stop it, 
and may even arm himself for that purpose ; but it would be better 
for him to go to the magistrates, and act under th^ authority, 
but if the exigency of the case will not admit of this, he 
may so act $ and here I must state (for, I beUeve, many persons 
labour mider a mistake upon this head) that the law knows no 
distinction of persons ; there is no distinction between the soldier 
and the citizen, for they are both citizens and must both act when 
called on so to do. If the citizen may act, so may the soldier—* 
they are one and the same : certainly it is the duty of all persons 
to abstain from the use of arms as long as possible, but if a man is 
obliged to use them, the common law will bear him harmless. What 
a riot is, is particularly clear ; for the law says, " A riot is where 
three or more persons meet to do any unlawful act of violence, 
either with or without a common cause or quarrel, and if they 
assemble to the number of twelve or more, and commit acts of 
riot, they shall be adjudged guilty of felony, and shall suffer death. 
And the SherifBs or Magistrates may call on all persons to assist, and 
whoever refuses, is liable to fine or imprisonment." In later times 
the course has been to call in the aid of the citizens, and to swear 
them in as Special Constables ; and to prevent any doubt on the 
subject, by an act, the 1st of George IV. c. 37, it is shown, in direct 
terms, that the attendance is compulsory ; and the same act con«< 
tains an express enactment which declares that persons refusing 
to be sworn are liable to the same penalties as those who refuse 
to act as constables. And by the 1st of George I. c. 2, it is also 
enacted, that an assemblage of persons, to the number of twelve 
or more, being required by one or more Justices to disperse, if 
they shsil unlawfully and riotously continue together for the space 
of one hour afterwards, they shall be adjudged guilty of felony, 
and sufSEir death as felons. Such are the cufferent provisions of the 
law of England, and it is not too much to affirm that, if they were 
asserted promptly by the Magistracy, and seconded honestly by the 
citizens, very few such cases as those which have lately happened 
in this city could possibly occur. I must here inform you that all 
persons present during a riot, and after the assemblage has been 
commanded to disperse, whether from idleness, thoughUessness, or 
curiosity, are subject to the same punishment, for it is not easy 
to discriminate between the guilty and the innocent. And, if 
implicated, they may find themselves placed in situations which may 
require such evidence as they may not be able to produce, of their 
non-participation in the deeds of violence actually committed ; their 
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only plan of safety, in every case of popular comnaotion> is either 
in rendering their assistance to the Magistrates for the repreasing* of 
violence, or to retire as quickly as possible from the scene of action. 
One class of oases lik^y to come before us is that in which it is 
enacted, by 28th Geo. IV. sect. 8, that if a person pull down or 
destroy any house or houses, or other places in a riotous manner, 
he is guilty of felony, and shall suffer death. In oases of this 
description, it is necessary that you should first enquire if the pri- 
soner formed part of the mob at the time of commencement ; next, 
if he joined them afterwards, so as to co-operate with them in the 
violence. If, however, it be found that the prisoner was only pre- 
sent, so as to encourage the rioters, or to give them sanction by his 
presence, he, nevertheless, comes within the meaning of the statute, 
though he might not have been actively engaged in the riot. The 
more numerous class of cases, those for arson, will be found pro- 
vided for in the second section of the same act, which enacts that 
any person who shall wilfully set fire to any house, or other pre- 
mises, or either by word or gesture, shall aid or assist, or incite 
others to do so, is chargeable with a felony, and he shall suffer death ; 
for in this case, the felony is equally complete, and there is no occasion 
to be any proof of malice aforethought; for in the estimation of the 
law, the existence of malice is assumed, if, in committing the act, 
though the house be his own, he injures that of his neighbour ; 
neither is it necessary to prove that the house laid in the indictment 
was the one set on me ; but if the felon, in firing one house, shall 
destroy another by accidental combustion, he is, in the eye of the 
law, guilty of felony. Another class of persons who may come 
before you, are those who may stand charged with feloniously steal- 
ing the goods of others, and in these cases, there may be circum- 
stances which may either aggravate or be greatly in extenuation, so 
as in some oases, to amount only to simple larceny ; but the same 
law holds good in every respect, and all persons encouraging plun- 
der by their presence must by the law oe considered guilty j and 
wherever, property has been found in the possession of persons 
shortly elber it had been lost, unless satisfactory reason for its pos* 
session can be given, the laws justly connder them guilty of the 
theft. There is, however, one case which stands different to 
others, I mean, the case of one Lewis, who stands charged upon the 
inquest of the coroner with manslaughter, for shooting a boy. It ap- 
pears that this person was engaged assisting the authorities in quelling 
the riot after it had commenced ; it appears also, that he did not fire 
at the boy, but this does not matter, for it depends as to whether 
the pistol was justifiably fired or not ; for if the riot was not in 
such a state as to justify the use of fire-arms, and if it be proved 
that he harshly fired the pistol which caused the boy's death, then 
yon must find a bill for Manslaughter, but if it shocdd appear to be 
otherwise, it then is Accidental Death. These are the only obser- 
vations arising out of the late disturbances with which it will be 
necessary to trouble you. It has however been thought |Nroper 
to join in this commission the cases which would have been tned 



in the usual course by the Recorder ; they are ten in number, out 
of which there is only one to which I think it my duty to call your 
attention, I mean that of the young woman, who is charged with 
feloniously cutting and maiming her master, named Beaumont ; 
but in this case> it appeared on the prisoner's examination that 
there were some circumstances which it will be necessary for you 
duly to consider, as, if you may find them to be true, the offence will 
then be of a very different nature to that which it at present appears 
to be. It will be your duly ciosely to interrogate the prosecutor, 
and should it appear that he provoked the attack by violence and 
insult, had death ensued, it would have amounted to Manslaughter 
only : should it so appear to you, the best course will be to throw 
out the bill. To return to the cases which have arisen out of these 
unfortunate transactions, I cannot too much impress upon you the 
great necessity of your coming to this consideration with minds free 
from prejudices of every kind, and in watching the evidence, to 
whatever side it may preponderate, you will be guided by a firm 
determination to administer impartial justice, and in accordance with 
its principles, you will either reject the bill preferred against a pri- 
soner,' or send him at once to take his trial for the offence with 
which he stands charged. In conclusion, as to any thing which 
you may wish to have explained* I am sure, both my learned 
brothers and myself will be happy to render you any assistance. 
The Court then adjourned till the following morniog. 

On no occasion, in the annals of Bristol, was the public mind 
more alive to the judicial proceedings in our Guildhall — whether we 
consider the enormity of the crimes with which the prisoners stand 
charged — the solemn nature of a Special Commission, as issued 
for the speedier and more complete administration of justice—a 
number of innocent individuals, the victims of these crimes — and, 
lastly, the wives and families of the unhappy wretches themselves, 
who must, in some degree, be involved in the same misery —the 
commisseration of the community, as well as its desire for justice, 
must be excited in no ordinary degree. 

Taking the whole proceedings of this day into consideration, we 
congratulate our fellow -citizens on their happy termination ] 
we have no doubt but justice, tempered vnth mercy, will be 
meted out to those unfortunate persons who have incurred the 
penalty of the law. It will be the particular duty of those who form 
the Grand and Petit Juries, that they dismiss all prejudice from 
their minds— that they come to the important decision of Guilty, 
or Not Guilty, without any other feeling than that of rendering 
impartial justice to all parties j and if any doubt should lie on their 
minds they will give the benefit of it to the prisoners, many of 
whom, whether guilty or otherwise, undoubtedly labour under the 
disadvantage of having incurred a large portion of popular odium. 



A LIST OF THE PRISONERS FOR TRIAL. 



William Clarke, for firing his Majesty's Gaol 

Thomas Beadall, for firing the Bishop's Palace 

Charles Williams, for destroying the house of Mr. Thomas Webb 

Patrick Barnett, for firing the dwelling-house of Mr. W. Cross 

Matthew Worry, for firing Bridewell 

Michael Sullivan, for firing a dwelling-house 

Joseph Kayes, for firing the dwelling-house of Mr. Charles Bull 

Margaret Dwyer, for stealing the goods of Mr. W. Humphries 

William Champ, for firing the house of Mr. Thomas Sheppard 

James Bailey, for firing houses in Queen Square 

James Courtney, for firing his Majesty's (Jaol 

James Price, for stealing beer 

Patrick Kearney, for firing his Majesty's Gaol 

James Dyer, for stealing beer 

Charles Coates and John Rees, for firing the dwelling-house of Mr. 

Benjamin Bickley 
William Osgood, for firing Bridewell 
James Phillips, for destroying the Mansion House 
Timothy Colhngs, for firing the stables of the Mansion House 
John Hedges and W^illiam Hedges, for rioting, and destroying 

property at the Mansion House 
George Andrews, for firing the house of Mr. James Leman 
William Burgess, for stealing papers belonging to his Majesty 
John Peach, for stealing plate belonging to his Majesty 
The said John Peacli, for stealing plate belonging to the Right 

Hon. the Lord Bishop of Bristol 
William Nason, for stealing the goods of Mrs. Julia Harford 
Thomas Lane, for stealing the goods of the Rt. Wor. the Mayor 
Sarah Anderson and INIary Parker, for stealing the goods of Mr. 

Benjamin Bickley 
Edward Arborn, for firing a house in Queen Square 
The said Edw. Arborn, for threatening to set fire to the premises of 

Mr. J. Decimus Pountney 
John Simmonds, for stealing the property of Mr.Wm. Strong 
Joseph Kates, John Cox, and Sarah Cox, for stealing the goods of 

Mr. Wm. Cross 
John Jellamy, for firiuj? his Majesty's Gaol 
John Tarrant BuflSn, &r stealing the goods of Mr. Benj. Bickley 
Thomas Ayland, for j^tealing the goods of Mrs. Ann Wookey 
Jonas Osborne, for firing the Mansion House 
Daniel M'Carthy, for stealing the goods of Mr. Barnard 
Wm. Reynolds, for stealing the goods of Mr. Benj. Bickley 
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Eleanor Doyle, for stealing the property of Mrs. Rebecca Jones 

The said Wm. Burgess, for rioting 

Robert Ponchard, for firing his Majesty's Gaol 

Catherine Hogan, for stealing the goods of Mr. Duncan M* Arthur 

James Street and Charles Huish, for stealing the goods of Mrs. 

Elizabeth Davy 
James Bentley, for rioting and firing the Mansion House 
Wm, Bearde, for firing his Majesty's Gaol 
Wm. Beer, for firing his Majesty's Gaol 

The said Wm. Reynolds, for firmgthe house of the Rev. Mr. Buck 
Edward Dady, for stealing the goods of his Majesty 
George Styling, for rioting 

Thomas Gallick, for stealing the goods of Mr. Christopher Claxton 
ThesaidThomas Gallick, for stealing the property of Mr. B. Bickley 
Richard Phipps, for firing his Majesty's Gaol 
Mary Charles, for stealing the property of Mrs. Esther Barrett 
.lames Sims, for rioting and destroying the Chapter House 
The said George Andrews, for firing thie hbusi^ of Mrr^William Cross 
Samuel Lavers, for stealing property fidm Mr. Jl S.'jtroad 
Richard Neville, for rioting and destroying a DwelUng-Hous^ in 

the parish of St. Stephen 
James Ives, for stealing from theDwelling-Houseof Rev. C. Buck, 

one gold watch ; also from the dwelling-house of Mrs. Anna Maria 

Brickdale, a silver salver, value ^30, the property of the Mayor 

and Corporation ; also for stealing five shell combs, the property 

of Mr. J. Frankly n 
Daniel Sullivan, for firing a house in Queen Sqii.are 
William Jenkins, for rioting ^ ' . , 

Cornelius Hickey, for firing houses in Queen Sqiia^y 
William Drew, for stealing in a dwelling-house ". 
Nathaniel Newton, for stealing in a dwelling-house 
James Donovan, for rioting 

James Hasty, for stealing the goods of Messrs. Bradley & Barnard 
John Britton, for stealing the goods of Mr. H. Jew 
William Punch, for firing Bridewell 
Wm. Christopher, for breaking and entering the dwelling-house of 

Mr. John Stroud Broad 
The said Wm. Christopher, for stealing the goods of Mrs. Julia 

Harford 
Charles Nott, for stealing spirits 
Daniel Higgs, for firing his Maiesty's Gaol 
The said Matthew Worry, and the said James Dyer, for firing a 

house in Queen Square 
John Dally, for firing the Mansion House 
John Howell, for firing a house in Queen Square 
John Jones, for stealing the goods of Mr. Robert Say 
Richard Vines, for firing a house in Queen Square 
Charles Turtle, for ditto 
William Beer, for firing bis Majesty's Gaol 
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Henry Crinks and Joseph Thomas, for stealing the goods of Mr. 

J. S. Bowe 
The said J. Tarrant BufHn, for stealing the goods of Mr. C.Claxton 
Thomas Brimmell, for stealing the goods of Mr. Hemy Prichard 
James Cole, for stealing the goods of Mr. Alexander Johnson 
William Dogherty, for rioting 

Benjamin Donne, for stealing the goods of his Majesty 
£d. M*Donald, for rioting and hreaking into the Mansion House 
James Williams, for firing his Majesty's Gaol 
James Walker, for stealing the goods of Mrs. Elizabeth Cullis Lewis ; 

also for stealing the goods of Mr. George Baker 
William Reeves, for stealing the goods of Mr. James Lteman 
Thos. Gregory, for firing the house of Mr. Wm. Strong 
Thomas Huzzey, John Jarvis, and Stephen Cullin, for stealing wine 
The said Thos. Gregory, for firing the house of Mr. P. J. Miles 
John Bond, for firing a house in Queen Square 
Stephen Gaisford and Benjamin Broad, for firing a house in Queen 

Square 
Henry Green, for firing the Mansion House 
John Jacobs, for rioting 

David James, for stealing the goods of Mr. John Rowe 
Hannah Reeves, for stealing the goods of Mr. Henry Bridges Smith 
Thomas Martin and Aaron Martin, for stealing the goods of Mr. 

Alexander Johnson 
John Towell, for firing Bridewell 
Daniel Doyle, for firing Bridewell 
William Morgan, for rioting 
Anthony Harvey, for ditto 
William Bennet, for firing the Mansion House 
Felix Wyman and Samuel Browning, for stealing the goods of 

Mr. Joseph Richardson. 
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THE TRIALS 

OP THB 

PRISONERS CONCERNEL IN THE LATE 

RIOTS. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 1832, 

AT T^E GUILDHALL. 



THE Judges entered the Court at nine o'clock, and 
having taken their seats upon the bench, the Grand Jury 
returned the following bills against 

T. E, Bendall and James Sims, for Arson — against the 
same, for Felony. 

William Clarke, James Courtney, Patrick Kearney, 
John Jellamy, Bobert Ponchard, W illiam Bearde, Richd, 
Phipps, and Benjamin Donne, for Felony — against the 
same, for Arson. 

The Clerk of Arraigns having read the indictments 
against William Clarke, Patrick Kearney, Jam^s Williams, 
Daniel Higgs, James Courtney, and John Mackey, they 
were arraigned at the bar. 

The Jury having been sworn, the Attorney General 
addressed them in nearly the following terms: — Gentlemen 
of the Jury, the extraordinary events which have lately 
taken place in this city, and the circumstances under which 
you are called together upon this occasion, renders it quite 
unnecessary for me to enter into any narrative or detail of 
those circumstances, for it is indeed impossible for any 
one to pass through this city without observing them. — 
But it is not for me, gentle^fie.i, to point out how dreadful 
it is for persons to assemble together riotously, for the 
purposes of plundering and destroying, or how contume- 
lious it is fc.r persons to commit acts of outrage against a 
Judge, coming into this city in his high judicial authority ; 
on the contrary, gentlemen, it is my duty rather to dismiss 
such things from my mind; it is only for us to enquire 
whether any of the prisoners at the bar were guilty of those 
excesses with which they stand charged. Gentlemen, those 
persons who now stand charged before you, will appear 
not to have been active participators in the outrages upon 
the Saturday; indeed, i acquit them wholly of this charge ; 
that which is. now brought against them is an offence com- 



mitted under that Act which states, that any person who 
shall riotously assemble, and pull down and destroy or de- 
molish any house or building, they are guilty of felony, 
and shall suffer death. Now as to these persons, in the 
tirst place, they were riotously and tumultuously assem- 
bled together, not, gentlemen, confining themselves to 
mere words, but actually destroying the Bridewell in this 
city. Whether they imagined that there were any persons 
charged with rioting confined there, or whether it was a 
general hatred of all gaols that induced them to proceed 
to these acts of outrage, it is not for me to determine. 
With such motives I have nothing at all to do. You will 
find, gentlemen, in the course of the evidence which will 
be ottered for your consideration, that these prisoners 
committed one act of outrage after another. You will find 
that the prisoner Clarke^ with an iron crow-bar on his 
shoulder, heading several persons assembled with him, 
and inciting them to acts of outrage, proceeded with them 
to the City Goal, and beat and destroyed the very strong 
door of that building. You will find him afterwards going 
about with the keys of the prison in his possession, and 
boasting of what he had done. In fact, gentlemen, you 
will find him from first to last as having been by far the 
most active amongst the mob. Now as to every one of 
the others, I do not think that any of this evidence will at 
all aflect them; but I think it will be clearly shown that 
they were all particularly active throughout this riot; but 
even if they were present, and never lifted a hand or ut- 
tered a word, they are all equally guilty — this is the law — 
tliis must be the law of every civilized country^ and will 
be made awfully known in this city. Such is the fact, and 
I believe it will be distinctly proved that they were all 
particularly active. I think, gentlemen, it will be found 
that they were all equally guilty ; but whatever the evi- 
dence may prove, I am sure tliat you will judge with your 
usual discrimination. 

William Streatnn examined by Sergeant Wilde. — Am task- 
ynaster to the Gaol ; at about a quarter after two o'clock on the 
30th Oct. heard a violent noise in the direction of Princes' -street 
Bridge ; afterwards heard a great knocking at the gate ; it was 
about t(jn minutes after the cheering that I heard the knocking ; 
there is an iron gate between the outer wall and the governor's 
house : there is a lodge attached to the outer gate; there is also a 
smsdl wicket gate in the outer wall, at which persona ordinarily 
enter : the knocking I heard was very loud and appeared as if made 
by large hammers; it continued about three quarters of an hour 
before they made an entry ; on hearing the knocking I went on tlie 
Udye, and saw nearly 12,000 persons all round the prison, on. both 



sides of the water ; the outer gates of the prison are about twenty 
yards from the river ; I think there were about 1000 persons be- 
tween the gates and the river ; whilst they were beating at the gates, 
if a splinter was torn from them, it was thrown among the mob) 
and there was great cheering ; the gates were struck with sledge 
hammers ; they threw stones at me, and compelled me to retreat 
from the roof j I have never since seen any of the persons who 
were knocking at the gates y a man then came through one of the 
gates ; I stood between the inner rail gate and the governor's house; 
I beckoned the man to me ; I have never seen him since ; five or 
six others then entered immediately ; during the afternoon, but not 
at that time, saw the prisoner Courtney assisting others in driving 
the prison v*n into the river ; the five I first saw come in brought 
in bars, and forc^ the gates, and then there was a general rush, 
wid about 300 or 400 persons entered ; the bars they had appeared 
to have been taken from an iron railing ; they then made their way 
through the gates, and obtained an entrance to the governor's 
house ; they then ran up into the prison ; I heard the noise of ham- 
mers going ; the rioters were about -twenty a- breast ; there were 
about 170 prisoners confined at that time in the gaol, and they 
were all let out ; the prisoners were all locked up in the day -room, 
and were forced to obtain their liberation ; such parts of the prison 
as would burn were afterwards set on fire ; the persons who had 
entered the prison remained there until there was a cry of " The 
soldiers are coming ;'* they then made a rush to repass the outer 
gates, but I and another turnkey closed them, to prevent their 
passing ; one of the soldiers came as far as the outer gate, but did 
not remain a moment ; he turned round his horse and rode away , 
they then made a general rush again into the gaol j this was before 
the fire broke out ; there was a great number of persons in the go- 
vernor's house, destroying the furniture, and one was looking out 
tlirough a spy-glass ; when I saw the gaol on fire I left it, and on 
reaching the outside saw the tread-miUon fire ; went from the pri- 
son towards Good's Hotel, and saw the prisoner Clarke ; had not 
seen him before on that day ; he had a bar on his shoulder, and 
several were walking behind him ; he went into the prison, and the 
o:thers with him j this must have been nearly two hours after they 
first broke open the prison j the governor's house was burnt to the 
ground ; the tread-mill was also burnt to a cinder ; the noise con- 
tinued in the prison the whole time the mob was there ; the railing 
round the governor's house was about two inches thick ; Clarke is 
the only person I saw in the crowd about the prison on the day it 
was burnt. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — I was in a situation to see all 
the parties when the attack was made ; had no knowledge of any 
of the prisoners except Clarke before that day ; cannot say that the 
other prisoners were not present ; did not see them there, and 
think if I was to see the other prisoners who joined in the attaxik 
1 should know them ; Clarke was about 30 yards from the prison 
wall when I first saw him ; it had at the time been broken into, 
and was on fire ; I did not return to the prison until the next morn- 
ing j Clarke appeared to be intoxicated ; I did not see him after- 



wards. fThe prisonera, who were not defended by Gounsel, re^ 
fused to ask any questions, but declared that the statement waa 
fejse.) 

Witness re-examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde.— Saw Clarke 
from the roof of the lodge ; the battering at the gate had been going 
on about half an hour before I went up to the roof. 

Bj^ the Court, — When I first saw Clarke the governor's house 
was on fire ; there was not a prisoner but what had been set at li- 
berty before 1 saw him. 

IfiUiam Henry Sdvcyn, examined by Mr.WHiTEMAN. — Remem- 
ber the 30th October last ; was at the gaol between three and four 
o'clock on that dav ; was on the debtor's side ; there were 400 or 
500 persons round the place ; the gates were then closo.1, and they 
were hammering at them ; I know two of the prisoners at the bar, 
Clarke and Kearney ; saw both of them .there ; Clarke had either 
a sledge hammer or a piece of iron in his hand ; he was hammer- 
ing at the large door ; there were at least 100 persons at the gate; 
the entrance was made in the lowei* part of the left hand gate ; 
when the gates were thrown open the mob rushed in ; saw some 
soldiers come ; it was before they came that I saw Clarke hammer- 
ing at tlie door ; have known Clarke six years ; I came from the 
Council- house when I went to the gaol^; saw Kearney in the mob 
going to the I^ridewell between one and two o'clock ; he was con- 
ducting himself riotously; Kearney had an iron bar; (The Grand 
Jury here came in with bills against John Towell, M. Worry, W. 
Clarke, P. Kearney, W. Osgood, for felony, and against the same 
for arson, another against them for felony, and another for arson, 
and one ao-ainst T. Collins for arson.) Examination continued — I 
next saw him at the gaol, he had an iron barm his hand, swinging 
it about ; ai • this time the gates of the prison were fastened ; a 
great many otliers were present. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Palmer. — Know last witness; did not see 
kim at the prison on this occasion ; I was outside at this time ; did 
not see last witness come out of the gaol ; was forty yards from 
the door of the gaol ; had my eye gfenerally on the door ; last wit- 
ness may have come out without my seeing him, the mob was so 
gp-eat ; there was no fire in the governor's house before the knock- 
ing at the door ; will solemnly swear that Clarke knocked at the 
door before the fire ; the distance from the top of the gaol to the 
ground is about twenty yards; means where witness stood; do 
not know which way Clarke came; first saw him about four 
o'clock; it was before the soldiers came he was at the door; I 
believe tliat at this time no door had been broken open, but do not 
know positively ; remained about five minutes after the mob had 
entered ; was present on Saturday when the Judge came in ; there 
was a great number of persons then assembled ; they were hissing 
and groaning at Sir C. Wetherell; it was about eleven o'clock in 
the morning; it continued as he came in and at his return. 

By Mr. Ji^mith. — Am an accountant, have also been clerk to 
Mr. Day ; at the time of the riots was an assistant general to the 
officers at the Council House and a special constable; at that time 
was neither accountant nor clerk; had no appointment uader thd 



tnBgiflirftbefi ; wben my •ervidM were wanted the officers came and 
a^ed for me ; did not do so at that time ; I cannot t^l how manj 
yards there are between the river and the gaol; was near four 
yards from the river ; ynUl swear I was near forty yards from the 
prison ; there were a great many persons about ; there was nothing^ 
to distuiguish me from the mob except my appearance. 

Mr. Smith. — ^^How long was it you had joined the mob? 

Witness, — I did not join them. 

Mr. Smith. — O, yes you did. 

Witness, — Only as a spectator. 

Mr. Smith. — That is no matter. 

Examination resumed.— When I was near Bridewell I was se- 
parate from the mob, at the corner of Nelson- Street ; the mob ox- 
tended very nearly to Nelson- Street from Bridewell, but not quite; 
it was about a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes after one when 
I was near Bridewell, and from that time until I went to the gaol, 
I was backward and forward at the Council-House. I arrived at 
<l)e gaol at a1)out four o'clock; there was a vacancy around the 
prison door, and I was separate from the mob ; there were many 
persons nearer the prison than I was, who were much taller than 
myself; saw Clarke and Kearney at the "same time ; Clarke is a 
sawyer ; his friends are very respectable ; he was dressed in a fus- 
tian jacket. I was on the spot until a little after ftve o'clock ; did 
not see the fire, but saw Clarke through the mob. I will not swear 
I mentioned Clarke's name to any one at the time, but believe I 
(If. ; I saw him for half an hour ; he was not all that time hammer- 
ing at the gate ; I saw him at the gate from four o'clock for about 
half an hour. ^ 

Mr. Smith. — How then could another person see him at the 
«ame time at the hotel, coming towards the prison. 

Witness. — The last witness must have mistaken. 

Examination resumed. — I gave information against Clarke; I 
knew Kearney ; cannot x>ositively say Kearney struck the door ; 
Ftood sideways towards the gate of the gaol. I mean by the va- 
cancy, that the mob was not so thick round the door ; am sure I 
left before the fire took place. I went towards (he Toll- Gates; 
received no directions to attend to the motions of the inol); my 
attention, however, was directed to their motions. I went to the 
gaol, for the purpose of identifying any person I may have found 
there. I was at that time a sheriff's officer's assistant, and had 
ceased to be an accountant. 

Streaton recalled.— All the prisoners were out before any fire 
took place. 

John PhUlips, — Am one of the turnkeys to the gaol ; was 
in the gaol on Sunday, 30th October last ; had my altentiqa 
drawn by a riotous mob coming towards the gaol ; 1 heard 
the first blow which was struck with a hamrair, at the small 
wicket which leads into the turnkeys' room, when I first heard the 
noise, I was inside under the arch, near the great gates ; 1 unlocked 
the gates ; I did so, because they had their bars and hammers, 
and were going to break the lock off; they were goino; to bn ak it, 
and X said, Stop a lit, and 1 will open it for you ; tho mob then 



went up to the governor's railing ; did not see eitlior of the prisonen 
at the bar there at6rst, but I afterwards saw Clarke there ; it was abou t 
half an hour after I unlocked the iron gate ; he stood in the yard 
with'a crow-barton his shoulder ; I saw him go towards the governor's 
dwelling ; it was after the fire broke out ; it had then burning about 
ten minutes ; the fire was still burning ; I saw Clarke again an hour 
afterwards; did not hear him say any thing at that time; all the pri- 
soners had been discharged ; they were discharged before I saw 
Clarke at all ; he had a bar when 1 saw him the first time ; at the 
second time, I did not observe whether he had any thing ; when he 
came past me« he said, ** Come on, my lads •" addressing the mob ; 
they then went away, and I did not see them after ; they were in the 
gaol about an hour ; when he went away^ some of the mob went 
with him ; while he was in the gaol, the people were breaking the 
different locks of the gaol, and beating down the gates; the mob also 
destroyed the furniture, chests of drawers, boxes, &c ; they were 
cheering and calling out. Come on, come on 

Cross'-examined by Mr. Smith. — He had repeated opportunities 
of seeing the mob before they broke in ; did not see Clarke batter- 
ing the gate j I must have seen him if he had been doing so ; but 
he did not. I know Kearney 5 I did not see him beating at the 
gate ; I continued my observations through the gate from, time to 
time ; saw Clarke wjdk in from the road j when I saw him vritk 
the iron bar that was his first entrance into the prison ; saw Clarke 
go up the upper steps to the governor's house, he went straight up 
there ; the tread-mill is separate from the governor's house ; I taw 
the fire from the tread- mill before Clarke came down the steps, and 
I saw the fire at the governor's house l^fore he went up the steps j 
did not observe whether Clarke was affected by liquor. 

James Edwin Carver. — Was a prisoner for debt in gaol when it 
was attacked ; I was in the yard ; since that time I have been sick, 
and therefore my memory rails me ; but to the best of my belief 
the first thing I saw was ihe female convicts liberated ; the gate of 
the debtors' yard was afterwards opened, but I do not know by 
whom ; the yard was nearly full of persons who destroyed the tables 
of the day-room, and broke the different windows ; the rioters 
were in different parts of the prison ; I know the iron gates between 
the yard and the governor's house ; saw the nearest iron gates to 
the outward doors struck at by several persons ; the gates I speak 
4)f were open ; I afterwards saw them when they were closed ; I 
heard an exclamation *' The soldiers are coming," and then the 
gates were closed ; I think I saw Clarke, but I cannot charge my 
memory ; I saw him at a late hour go into the prison ; at that tim« 
there was no conlusion outside ; dont recollect whether he had any 
thing in liis hand ; it was before the gaol was on fire that I saw 
him ; my illness has been since that time, and my memory has 
become much impaired ; I recollect that some of the gates in the 
debtors' ward were broken, but did not see them broken, and I do 
not know by whom ; I saw Clarke go in at the great gates, for 
some person suid. There goes William Clarke ; I afterwards went 
into the prison, but I cannot recollect what happened ; recolleot 
seeing Clarke strike at the iron gates with, as I think, a sledg*- 



kammer ; it was after I went into the prison, but Clarke was out- 
side the gates at that time ; this was after the cry of ** The soldiers 
are gone ;" there were several others striking at the iron g^tes at 
the same time ; dont distinctly recollect seeing Clarke after that. 
I saw the prison on fire ; it was not a great while after the gates 
were opened, at which 1 saw Clarke hammering, when the cry 
had been raised " The soldiers are gone." 

Cross-examined by Mr. Palmer. — Dont know Phillips the 
turnkey. . 1 believe the iron gates were opened to prevent the 
rioters breaking them; my mind is so confused that anything 
which happened beyond what 1 have stated I cannot recollect ; 
cannot positively swear 1 saw Clarke strike the gates, but I imagine 
something of the kind, 

Aleiander Shapcott, by the Attorney General. — Was a pri- 
soner for debt on the 30th October last; remember the mob 
breaking into prison ; saw numbers get in ; did not see how they 
got iu ; some had hammers, and some had bars in their hands ; 
know Clarke ; saw him there, he was in front of the debtors* gate, 
he had his hands in his pockets ; 1 saw nothing in his hand ; he 
called out to the mob. Come here, or Come there, or something 
like that. I do not know whether the mob did what he said ; dont 
recollect whether 1 saw the fire before I left the prison. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — When I saw Clarke, he was 
not committing any violence ; his hands were in his pockets. It 
was three quarters of an hour after the rioters had obtained an en- 
trance, that I saw Clarke. 

John Page, examined by Sergeant Wilde. — Was the opposite 
side of the water when the mob got into the prison ; was there 
when they came up ; it was about half an hour before they got in. 
There was a flag-staff on the top of the lodge: I saw a man come 
down the staff; Wm. Clarke unshipped it and threw it among th« 
mob. This was immediately after they entered the prison. I saw 
the fire ; it took place, perhaps, at about an hour after the flag-stalf 
was pulled down. Clarke and four other persons passed over the 
river that morning, at about ten o'clock, in my boat. I saw him 
again about a quarter past twelve o'clock, when he passed in my 
boat. I did not see him again until I saw him throw down the flag. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Did not know any of the per- 
sons who were with Clarke when he passed over. My son George 
assists me in ferrying the boat ; he assisted me in the boat that 
morning, between ten and eleven o'clock. During the time he 
was in the boat, I was in it with him. I was not nfarer to the 
prison than the opposite side of the river; where I was is about 120 
yards from the Gaol. It was before twelve o'clock when Clark* 
re- passed in my boat. It was not Clarke who came down the flag- 
staff; but he came out of the stairs on the platform. When I saw 
him, he had no coat on; but when he passed over in the boat, \m 
had on a fustian coat and a hat. It was between three and four 
o'clock when I saw him throw the staff. I pass over a ^rreat many . 
individuals in a day across my ferry ; I passed over a great many, 
both ways, that day. When Clarke first went over the ferry, he 
went towards town. After he re-passed my ferry, he could not 
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htcve^io the gaol i^thont crosiing^ the bridge, which m •boot • 
quarter ot* a mile from my ferry. I first told of this in the Neir 
Prison, on the next Wednesday week tliat I saw Clarke unship the 
flag- post. I was taken by the Magistrates up to the prisoner, aad 
identified him. I am certain it was eitlier the Wednesday or Thnrs* 
day ; upon my oath it was one of those days; willawear it was oot 
•o late as Saturday. 

James Wyatt, — Was Collector of the Tolls in Prince 's-street ; 
there is a bridge there, it leads towards the gaol. Remember m 
great many pt>ople passing over the bridge, towards the prison, 
that day, at a little before two o'clock ; it was before the gaol was 
on fire. I'here were hundreds ; some had hammers, and some had 
bars of iron, seemingly broken from some railings. I know the 
furthest prisoner at the bar — Clarke. Saw him on that day j he 
had a bar on his shoulder, it was crooked a little. I had seen him 
before that day ; he said, as he went by, they would have liberty. 
I do not know that he said it to any one in particular. I answered 
him, Yes, Sir. There was no one leading, but persons before and 
l)ehind him. The bridge was less than a quarter of a mile from the 
gaol. They said they were going to the gaol, and then coming 
back to " we,** and told us to get ready ; this was said by many cf 
the people. 1 did not see Clarke again that day. 

James Cross, — I am a merchant ; recollect the Sunday evening, 
30th Oct. ; on that evening I was at the Horse and Jockey, Lime- 
kiln-lane, at about twelve o'clock; at that time the prisoner 
(Clarke) came in ; there were other persons with him, and armed 
with crow-bars. I saw the landlord give them a gallon of beer, 
l«it did not hear them ask for it. Saw Clarke put the keys of the 
gaol in his pocket ; he said they were the keys of the gaol, and that 
one was the master-key, and he would open every gaol in a fort- 
night. They were large" keys. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith . — Never saw Clarke before. I 
was not engaged in the preservation of the peace, but was drinking 
a glass of brandy and water ; I was sober. Clarke was abeut hafi' 
tipsy; his action and manner was that of a madman. When he 
produced the keys, it was in a tone of bravado. Do not know 
what became of the keys afterwards. 

James Boss, — Am a shoemaker, know Clarke by sight ; I re- 
member Sunday, 30th October ; saw Clarke on that day ; saw him 
first at the Mansion House, which was in Queen-Square ; them 
were a great number of persons tliere pulling down the boards 
with which the windows had been barricaded ; this was about a 
quarter past one; the mob then went down towards Bridewell; 
1 saw Clarke at the corner of Bridewell -Lane ; he was with the mob ; 
he had nothing in his hand ; I afterwards, saw him with a sledge 
hammer in his hand at Bridewell door, hammering the door ; did 
not see the mob anywhere afterv\'ards ; when I saw him at Bride- 
well, the mob was breaking open the Bridewell doors ; this was 
about two o'clock. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Palmer. — My only reason for going 
to Bridewell was, that I had to go to James's-street ; I did not go 
with the mob ; I got there after the mob ; Clarke overtook me ; . I 



walked with him and many more to Bridewell ; it is a very narrow 
place ; I stood by while Clarke hammered ; it was Clarke, and not 
I who hammered the door ; do not know a man named White ; I 
had no wine ; 1 afterwards went to the gaol about five o'clock ; I 
had no business there ; I went near the river, but did not throw 
anything into the water ; don't think I asked any body to drink ; 
I can't recollect ; I recollect now that I know White ; I did not 
ask him to drink, nor tell him I had any bottles ; I did not pull 
any out of my pocket, neither did White ask me if I had any 
bottles ; did not ask White to drink ; did not tell White T had got 
■ome bottles from the prison ; I did not whilst at the prison throw 
anything into the river ; I did nothing while I was there ; I was 
there better than half an hour ; I was outside the prison ; I did 
not enter either of the outer gates of the prison. 

Robert H, Trickey, by the Attorney-General. — I know Mr. 
James Cross ; was with him at the Horse and Groom, Limekiln- 
Lane, on 30th October ; know Clarke ; he came in there when 
Mr. Cross and I were there; there were four or five with him; 
Clarke had a crow-bar and the others hammers, &c. ; they de- 
manded something to drink, and it was given to them by the 
landlord's son, but I did not see any money paid for it, but can't 
say : Clarke took from his pocket, keys ; he said, " Here's the keys 
of the gaol," and then pulling out another, " Here's the dadcly of 
them, and there shan't be a gaol standing in the kingdom in a 
fortnight ',^ they were all affected by drink ; they stayed about ten 
minutes ; they then went to Reeves's Hotel and broke the win- 
dows ; I afterwards saw him, and he came up and offered me some 
bread and cheese ; the others were in the Boar's Head ; 1 knew 
him before. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Don't know whether Clarke 
was at Reeves's Hotel or not ; it was at the Boar's Head he offered 
me the bread and cheese in a violent manner, and 1 took it ; but I 
did not at any time commit any act of outrage. 

Harriet Vowles^ bySERO. Wilde. — Lived servant with Mr. Wit- 
tington; he kept the Britannia Tavern, AH-Sayints' Street; it is 
near the Bridewell; remember when the riots took place ; remem- 
ber the night that gentleman there (Clarke) and several other gen- 
tlemen came there ; it was b(*tween one and two ; he had nothing 
with him the first time, but the second time he had ; he came a 
second time, and stayed outside, and had an iron bar On his shoulder ; 
he took the iron bar, flung it round his head, and said " Look here;" 
I heard him desire the mob to follow him, byt did not hear him 
mention where ; I think it was about three or four o'clock, but 
cannot say. I heard Clarke and some others say they had had 
''some out, and would have more out," but he did not say what ; 
they afterwards said from the Bridewell. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Can't say how long they stayed, 
perhaps about three quarters of an hour ; Clarke did not appear 
very tipsy. 

Thomas Whittington examined by Mr. Coleridge. — I keep the 
Britannia Tavern ; saw Clarke on Sunday, October 30, at my 
house ; he was with other persons ; there were about twelve others; 
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was between one and two o'clock ; he called for a gallon of beer ; 
I drew it j they drank it ; he stayed about half an honr ; he had 
nothing" in his hand ; he went towards Nelson-street ; the men 
went with him; I heard them say, ''Look sharp;'* I saw him 
afterwards at my house in about an }iour ; about the same number 
of persons were with him ; he had an iron bar with him ; it was 
bent in the middle ; do not know where Clarke had been ; did not 
hear their conversation. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — About twelve men were with 
him ; he had a gallon of beer each time they came ; I considered 
him perfectly sober ; they paid for the beer ; I received for thre© 
gallons ; I was in the Square when the fires were burning" there ; 
the burning was going on at the time ; was not at the Bishop's 
Palace. 

Mary Anne Cooper. —Am a servant to Mr. Gully, who keeps the 
Queen Bess, in Nicholas-street; some persons came to my master's 
house on the 30th October ; one of them had a bar in his hand ; 
they asked for some beer; I saw a bunch of keys in Clarke's hand ; 
he said they belonged to Lawford's Gate Prison ; he had some ba- 
con, and said it belonged to Mr. Humphrys, the governor of th« 
Sfaol. 

Jacob Wallington, — Am a painter ; on the night of 30th October I 
was opposite an avenue leading into Queen-square; there were 
other persons with me ; saw Clarke ; he came up to me from the 
Square ; he said, "Are you a Reformer?" I said, " Yes," under the 
impression that he was going to do something to me ; he said, 
" That's riglit," and gave me some books to take care of; he then 
pulled out some keys, and said they were the keys of the gaol ; he 
then put them in his pocket ; he said other things, but I know not 
what ; when he left me he went to the Square ; I brought the books 
away. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith,— Never saw Clarke before; but 
when he gave me the books I looked at him, and can swear to his 
person without a doubt. . 

James House, by the Attorney GENEriAL. — Am a victualler; 
remember the 30th of October ; saw Clarke at the Boar's Head at 
alxmt half-past eleven o'clock ; he told me his name was Clarke ; 
that his fiiends lived at Bcdminster, and were victuallers as well 
as myself; he said he had broken open the three prisons and show- 
ed me the keys ; they were large keys ; he asked for drink and 
tea ; but cannot sware that it was Clarke who asked mc ; he after- 
wards produced two shillings ; I have not the slightest doubt he it 
hte man ; he had a bar with him ; 1 think it was a square one ; he 
laid he had done a good day's work that day, and would burn 
the Bishop's Palace. 

Margaiet Flint, — Was in the service of Mr. Humphrys, tin* 
Governor of the gaol; remember the 30th of October last; the gaol 
was broken, into and some victuals was taken away ; it was a ham 
and part of another, and some wine. 

B chert Wild, — I live in the Horse-&ir; remember the 30th of 
October ; on the Monday morning early I saw Clarke in Qoeen- 
ISquare; the houses were burning; have^ known Clarke three or 
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four years ; he said to some other men '* Come on, come on ; *' th« 
mob were at that time burning" the Custom-house. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Palm£a. — The Mansion-house had been 
burned when I was there ; two sides of the Square were entirely 
burnt ; was in Queen-Square on the Sunday morning- ; the men 
were tearing* up the cellar doors of the Mansion-house and throw- 
ing- them into the tide. 

Thomas Austin. — Am a watch maker and jeweller; was in 
Queen-square on the Sunday ni^lit ; saw Clarke there ; from two 
to three o'clock on Monday there was a great number of persons 
present ; they were rioting and burning the houses. I saw Clarke 
with dishes under his arm, and bottles. 

fViUiam Ferry, — Am a turnkey of Bridewell. I went -to 
Liverpool with Mr. Harmer the Attorney, to search for Clarke; 
it was on the 5th of November ; got to Liverpool on the Sunday ; 
we found him at Liverpool on the Sundays he was outside of a 
public-house; we took him into custody, and brought him to 
Bristol on the Friday following. Mr. Harmer came back with him. 

Mr. Humphrys. — Am Governor of the Gaol ; I was absent at 
the time the vioU'iicc was committed there; I had come up to 
this halUand I returned to the Gaol with some magistrates and 
geutiemcii ; when we got there the mob beat iis back with sticks 
and stones, and we were obliged to retire for our personal 
safety, 1 was obliged to keep away until the Gaol was demo- 
lished, because the mob was so riotous. I retired to theBathuist 
Hotel, which is the nearest house to the Gaol, and I saw tho 
whole that happened. J did not return to the Goal until the 
next morning; my dwelling house was destroyed ; it stands in 
the centre of the four wings of the Gaol, and is connected with 
them by bridges ; I saw the prisoners escape ; I had a roiatlFr- 
key of my own, and some others; when I left the gaol Ihey 
were locked up in my desk ; when I returned to the Gaol they 
were nul there; tho master-key is not larger than the rest, but 
there was a large one. 

Wm. Woodman. — Saw the rioting in Queen Square on the 
30th of October. Saw Clarke there. 

Wm.Low. — Knows Clarke ; saw him on the Monday morning, 
at about two o^clock ; the bnildintrs were burning; saw many 
taking an active part; saw Clarke come from one of tlie houses 
with a bundle of dishes under his arm; cannot specify any 
words he said but *' Hurrah, and Come, my bo)'s ;'' he was by 
himself, but was going towards the active rioters. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Ho was very tipsy ; has heard 
that he has had an accident in his head, which affects hts 
senses when he hhs drank; and I have seen him very mnth 
excited, in fact , like a deranged man. I always believed him an 
honest man, and a peaceable citizen. 

[The Attorney General here informed the Court, that the 
•ase against Clarke was closed.] 

David Deane, aged ten and a half years. — Knows the gaol on the 
'^•w Cut; was there on the last Sunday in Octobor; saw^ a great 
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number of persons there; went into the gaol ; a man Terr muck 
like Pat Kearney aaked me to go in ; he had red spots in lua face; 
I went in through the door, which was open ; I went into the front 
house, and saw a man very much like Kearney, but I can't say it 
was him ; he asked me if I would fetch some straw for him where 
tlie others went for the straw ; I gave it to the man, who strewed 
it on the floor, and set fire to it. He took out of his pocket a tin 
thing, and pourt»d the turps and turpentine which it held, I believe, 
on the straw ; I saw the pictures and the other furniture wer« 
burnt, and when it was all in a blaze I went away. Thert; were a 
great many persons in the gaol at this time ; I was in the gaol an 
iiour with the man ; I think the man at the bar (Kearney) is him ; 
iie is very much hke him, if it is not him, but I cannot say. I saw 
a man afterwards in the gaol, and was askt>d if that was the man ; 
I said I believed it was ; tliis was a few days after the straw was 
set fire to. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — I live with Mr. Gee ; went to 
tlie gaol alone, because I saw a lot of peojjle there, and I thought I 
would go and see; there was a great many people there ; I can't 
be sure this is the man. 

Charles Salter, — I remember the 30th October last ; was at the 
gaol soon after four o'clock; I stayed there about three quarters of 
un liour; there was a fire there. When I arrived, tlicre was a 
great mob; saw people taking out the things from the Governor's 
house ; they were breaking them ; I saw Kearney breaking them ; 
J saw him break chairs ; at this time the house was on fire. 

Cross-examined. — Have had dealings with K(?arney; har« 
bought Irish cloth of him ; know no one of the name of Fran- 
combe ; never had any conversation with anybody, saying I had a 
eomplaint against Kearnt^ ; never said I had an old grudge against 
him ; will swear he is the man. 

Wm, Appleby — Is a painter, was at the gaol on the 30th Oct, 
ast; I went in at the front door ; it was open at that time; there 
was a mob; I went into the yard between Mr. Humphrey's house 
and the front door of the gaol, the governor's bouse was on fire. 
Kearney was there ; be was in the yard ; he was throwing the goods 
about ; I afterwards saw him inside the govemor*« house ; I saw 
him employed for five or six minutes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Saw Clarke there also, but I 
had forgot that 1 knew Kearney's person before ; but not bis name ; 
do not know Deane. Kearney had on a difierent dress when he 
was at the gaol ; but I will swear be is the man. 

Wm. Thomas, — Lives in this city ; remembers the riots ; was in 
Queen Square, on the Sunday evenmg, about six o'clock ; I went 
down the next morning about four o'clock; a riot was going on ; o 
Monday morning 1 saw Kearney there ; he was coming with th« 
other persons present. 



[To be continued to-morrow morning.] 
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Wm, Ston«.r— Am one of the turnkeys of Bridewell ; was in there 
on the 30th Oct. last, when it was attacked by the mob ; saw them 
before they catoe to the noes ; they were forcing the gates ; some time 
afterwards, I saw the right hand man at the bar, (Kearney) there ; 
he was walking to and fro; I knew him before ; some part of Iks 
Bridewell was on fire. 

Cross-examined. — Many were attracted by curiosity to the 
Bridewell. 

John Derrick, — Was.i\t the gaol ; saw James Williams there ; h« 
knew him before } the f^D^le at the time were engaged with bars, 
&c,, forcing the gates ; he^^^ad something in his hand, and was 
hammering the door of the hU)ie fronting the iron gates ; the houie 
was on fire, and I saw some orthe prisoners come out. 

Cross-examined by Mr. SiiiTH.-^Am a blacksmith, saw some 
irons in the gaol ; knows a man named Bailey ; he was there with 
Williams ; will swear I did not come up to Williams with an' iren bar 
in my hand ; and Williams did not advise me not to take it away ; waa 
taken into custody myself for having stolen goods in my posieavoB ; 
left Williams at the gaol; knows a beer house -near tne pfbon; 
canH swear I was not m one on the Cut that night. 

Mr. Smith.— ^hy can't you telU 

Witness, — Btc^use I dont know. I was not tipsy on that tdgbt j 
there were 4 or 5 young men of Keynsham, attracted to see what 
was going on. ^ ' 

James Pitman. —Lives at Kevnsham ; was at the gaol on the 
Sunday of the riots ; the mob had broken into it when he was there; 
went m there about six o'clock, because it was raining very hard} 
never went further than the gateway. I saw the Governor's house 
burning, and know James Williams; saw him in the vard ; he had 
something square in his hand ; it was about three feet long and 
three quarters of an inch square. I remained about a minute, and 
a half; 1 saw him standing in the yard ; when I went away he was 
there. Have* known Williams these seven years. 

Cross-examined.— Did not see Williams commit any act of vio- 
lence. A good many young men came in from Keyasham — not 
as rioters. WUliams, he always heard, was an honest man. 

Jamei fFason.— Am an attomev ; remember the riots ; ort *^ . 
Friday after that, went to Keynsham to search for so oh* 
I know Pring the constable ; took him to a hou<' w; • 
found goods> curtains, &c., in a sack against tito houM^ 1- 
James Williams's mother resides ;i I gave the ihmgs to : 
stable. 

Croi9-examined. — Only one house adjoined the hw\(\- . ' 

property was not in the house ; have very good reason ^ 
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June uu|Milj |MHed timiagti nanr 
j( tf the mgiod ofince. 

Vilttni Gr«n._Ii s ewrtlUq at KcjmImd j-kMin Vniiams { 
he Em IB the pnid </ Et^nliaa t went wilfc Mr. Vmod to nmke 
■ ■eucfatf the hoDM where WiDiDDi Bred with bnutlKTi bond 
blanbiti, ritoei,ftc. maACk. (The btanketi woe here pnidnced. 
sididmiified bj wjIimm.) 

Sf iw fc n iKmlled.— I.aoked it the shoe* produced; identified 
thoB M beiarrfHia bdNBHg ta thBpnon ; ha h^thtm wknOe 
rio«i wHMMBetili henasdnaETVpiw- 

Jirafc r.al^ Uw BMn dfthe bm£ identified tiK hlinkM. 

B^mtm iBoBid.— Crow^xwdBed b]r Mr. Swm— Hart of 
Dm frinan Mrinped Ihtwnhw Mid wtkol «t B*kfd; wow 
Bint hare walked m^ with Aoei CO, bat caoMt bfl. 

Omit* amgr.— Ah a lea dideii waa near the gaol oa (be 
e*eniiigr c' (he da^ in qoeatiaa; it was on Sn, and the ntib wen 



The FoHner Rttg*.— Wm the «atfaoa ba? 
ffttani-— Ye^ (he gatea were od fire, aod ;su treie thvii^ 
JtAaXniti'iH- — Aaaaabptirian; vi;in Broid-strMfC h«tKEen 
twaand Ibee oVhidtDB tbt'dajoo which d»^wu UuiKd; 
1 frral laaig jiriiraw [iiiiril mi ther cUllI^ ap ihnuigli St. Joha> 
Aicfann, anvtntl; &on ^e Bridmrell. huiuuDs, inth . sUTea 
(/ wood and ban tfiraa; kn'>«- Daniet Higga; hav^ soan hiai 
Boi^liBea; bewaaat thefaoadoflbemotjosIiWacnbedi he had 
eit|iiwabari/jraBvaita>e iu his hand; b« was haiiaing with the 
Bob ; I Mw him with the mbti sboat Gyt aiaatfs, ivhQe they wmh 
cooing iqi Broad-street and ^ing dona CIai¥~3tn^t; tht'}' Ht'nt 
in the diRCtian (Tthe sael- 

Biwairtn- — AnabniiaBidcoiiinr-nBithiaeledBaneaf 
^hMe Ceaubtaa, and qfnhoidcd the friuMc, Danid Him, 
iMai^Jw>gC»atl&-giee«^ without rtockingara hat; hewdfae 
i*«d Bi Macl«a'a-«Niiti wietl took hin to that place, thernid 
te Ad not Ere thera, bat in HolBa>^-eoiirt ; I wait there> 
nd anow nopertj waa bmocht down to him. 

71^1,0 ITetaa.— AiaaIi%;b».CoaataUerf AU-Saint-aVrai^i on 
ae30thOet.w '■ - ■* ■— ■- — •.^--•^ — -- 



i»w • he bad a dedge-bammeT in hn band; he waa awiiting in 
Inline epen the door; I adud Ibm what the^ wanted. I cSd, 
■at iU^at thefnon, becaaelwwdnm b]r*M)laioe bon the 

Jthn irafiwu.-RecoUet 
dn^hewent towards (be gaol: (becea 

rtiet Bridge; there wa.»iDobrfp«dejMe(» .. _^- 
cnnr-bars in Uidr hand, t they 6««d Bin *«, <^t^rf*e-ii^ 
■hop, uidlwrMadoircaBepqtwtthkdedge-ban^clnnae 
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nnith'istiop;. hs tlieii wwit w}th tbe i^aatof the mob to the|^l 
where I uw Jifackaj hunmerinp -at the gatea aioBis with other 
pereoni, and when ,(Jie gatei were )tant, I asw; him fadp the ^- 
■pneifMit; I k^ H*r^j' itid gev^^ others throw the gaol van 
'into the rirer; 1 then w^ Mackaj \>m8 °"^ ■ '^"^ <^ P^> '^ 
fliog Stem into the'tide, I mw Mr. Wia&Hi t^e nig^t-canstahle, 
tiia«, and Macb^ttoeiF ^ iledge-haoimer at him; I thai saw 
Macka; briD^outoT'thegadlajactuTeor theGoveraoT'elikeneM, 
and tiiron it mto thq, water, . (The vn^itm wai here exaininiid bjr 
the raiMna-, who aM that hia inEnviation, at the Council-Hoase, 
WMoiterent toyhathkatatement BOW"W-) 
I%«Cimrt.^Wbeaffid.7o<il»jtbe information ag^iHt tbepri- 

. It^nui.— Aboutthree;wedaafter'ilie30thordct<jUr. JL 

.^irt.-r Whjdidsoniutlajitbefore? ^p 

fPiliMi*. — Becanae I did not lik?. 

Coart.-Wbatmade joaliketo^kthen? / , , 

Witnai. — I doot know. 

[The witneai Wataon ww then interrogated b; the [rikbn«rj 

ifMirecallBd.— Sawthemoboatbe Muad^*, Id Lower CoUi^ 
Cretin, and the miUtary were driving' them awiiy. 

Mr. Pi'lmbh here Bubmitted Co timir Lordahipa, that apon this 
Indictmait Ghirke inuat bu accinitted. Tor the evidence went 
to atto that hewouhi have all the gaola open in a (brlnightj 
ttua he' aaid unto two witnesbes, and it does not pnlj r^t npon 
Hilrtb, br he did all in his power to accomphsli his otgect, fbr j'ou 
■h»TB it in evidence that he did deutroj all the three gaols in tM» 
ci^ and hEaghbonrhood. If Jie stood cbargtid before jaar Lord- 
tlbipsbr hi^tivason, in liBving attempted to deatrovaQ the.priBons 
III the kingdom, he would be held justly charged. For thil I ttunk 
there needs no authority ; but if it were neceeaar^, there ia a cibe 
in pdinlin the case of the King v. Demsre and others, in Foiter's 
Cram, who descrojod thi; meeting'huuses ; lor be it remembered, 
ttuit in tbSa caau aa well as that, there was aison. In this caae, 
fbere wU hot ool; the iutenlaon of destroying all the gaols in the 
kbMiOiU, but there was the ov.Tt act of hisdtst^'oying all that 'he' 
'Cotfld. AM not only dois he destro)- the gaols, but have yon not 
the.'&tt of Ihe'deatripjiiij of the house of the Chief Magistrate, in- 
■taftilijf 'the judge ofthe l^d. Is your lordship prepared to -ay, hear- 
ing all these things, that he ought not to hare been indicted foi high 
t^r^sab, and therefore he miiatbeacqurtted under this indictment. 

The LORD CaiEC Ji^BTiCE conceived that the leameil counsel 
who had taken thia view of the case bad been inistaken, because, 
dUunmhtbeTirisOlier might be indicted for high treasuu, yet an.- hi; 
fidt to hare tnerig'htofi'harging the prisoner with the more lenient 
dHfeBbe f If a Jwrson committed a treason, and with it, a murder 
or KutgteiT, inn; we not be enabled to indict the priaener for the 
more lenientoflence ? most ccrtmnly he was of opinTnn that womay. 

JuAtiCR BoSAKQUET entirely coincided in the oninion 'tS his 
leanwS btOtBer i for he conceived that in the cjues meiitiohed hy 
h5a 1»*imJ bfdfhiT, the Crown cerlainlj- were not ilrti^ to pvo- 
Bpootelbr the gnsittr oftaiw. ' "' *"■"'" ' '■' 
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Justice Taunton agreed with his learned brethren, as to the 
i%ht of the Croim to proseonte^ this minor offisnce. This case, 
however} dilfefed from that of Demare, inasmnch as it was not one 
of consocntiT^ high treason. The act of makiiig war against the 
king is high treason, bat that is not the act of an indiyidoal in the 
case quoted by the learned ommsel, sereral persons being united 
in a determination to destroy the PrecAiyterian meeting-houses. 

[The whole of the prisoners decfined saying ttiy thing in tiieir 
daleiice.} 

The CYidence for the ddfence now commenced. 

Jamet Stokei. — I am a butcher; reside in Bedminster; live near 
where Clarke resided. ' Claite called at my house on thei Sunday, 
and purdttsed a bulloekS heart. I saw him near his own home, 
\t teA'dock in the morning. He has resided aboat 14 yours in 
un^tOT. • An accident happened to him about three or four 
_ ^^ since ; some 'timber fell uucn his head whep in the saw-pit; 
since which a great alteration nas been eyident in ' his manners 
Whenever he has taken a little more liquor than usual, he appear, 
to have lost all command of himself} an honester man coula not 
exist 

ElistAeOi ClarkB^ the mother of the prisoticif, was next called on ; 
at whose appearance her unfortunate son fkin^, and after being 
supported ror some tSme by the attendants, was obliged to be re- 
moved for several moments f^om the court; upon his being again 
Inrought to the bar, he cast one glance, at his parent, and instantly 
dropped. Their Lordships, when he was somewhat recovered, hu- 
manely ordered him a chsar, and proceeded with the trial. 

Elizabeth Clarke, in the course of her examination, stated the 
particulars of his Scioident, and added her testimony to the evidence 
alreadjT given, as td his' feasonf being afiected when he had taken a 
little hquor. 

JEo^eri Harding,^— H9d worked with Clarke three or four years ago. 
One day, while the prisoner, whois'a sawyer, was in tne pit, a 
pelce of timber fell, and' jammed him, so that this witness found him 
i^um^'ttp bV jihe head. Oh the side of the pit was a portion of his 
hair, and blood; h^ was extricdted, and was attended oy a surgeon, 
named Prowse, who is since dead; since which time Clarke, has 
beeiL unfit to work« When he has taken any liquors he becomes s^' 
quarrelsome luid furious that he appears deranged ; and he (witnaas)* 
was obuged to leave working with him in consequence. « . 

'Steph$n Dj^hiy. — Live m Bedminster; know Clarke; sawfhim 
on the Sunday mpming when the riots took place. He wIbis staqtling 
b^ his moib^<!i. door at eleven o'clock. I came into Bristc^f with 
him^ ib' coaiHNfuiince of my telling him that I was going to Bristol 
fSva. wa1k,^aad he said, "Stop a minute, and I will go with you." 
We went over the ferry, down by the toll-gate, and into the square. 
A boy put us across the ferry ; there were three men besides our- 
selves. We reached the Square at twelve o'clock. Clarke only 
looked at what was going on. We stayed in the square about 
twenty minutes, and then we went into Lower College-street, and 
there we stayed about ten minutes. Clarke was. not at all disorderly. 
We then returned to the square, looked at what was going on, and 
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stayed there until twenty mioutet to one. A nan came out of fte 
mob» and asked Clarke to come andl help liberate a boy who was 
taken into the Mansion-hoase ; but Claike refused, and said he 
would have nothing to do with it. We parted at about half-past 
one, and I did not see him after. Whilst with me, he committed 
no act of outrage. 

Cross-examined by the ATTomrsT-Oi^SBAL. — I>o bot know 
whether Clarke went to the Bridewell or not. Ro-examined.— Hs 
had not joined, the mob wheD 1 sew him. 

Philip KerMT.— risahosbandry man ; lives atBedminster. Knows 
Clarke ; saw him on the Sunday of the riots. Was at Queen-square 
with him. At about twelve o'clock a man came up and said,, 
"'Clarke, go and help get a b<^ out who is put into the Mansioi|o 
house," He said, *' No, I will have nothing to do with it." I i|Nr 
him, at one o'clock, in the Old Duke ;- he was committing no vlft*" 
lence. 

John Govier, — Remember the riots. Know Clafte ; .tnet hini at' 
the corner of AU-saints'-street, between one and two ; went to the 
Britannia Tavern with him; we had half a pint of gin, and then we 
had half a gallon of beer, and then another half gauon, and then we 
had two whole gallons. We left there about a quarter past three, 
o'clock ; he was the worse for liquor ; we 'parted at the door. 

Jphn Creese. — Lives at Baptist Mills, aild is a feUmonger ; knowa^ 
Clarke by sight ; was in company with him on the Sunday of the 
riots, at the Britannia ;' we had a half-pint of gin, and theii three 
half- gallons of beer, and then two gallons ; there may hate been 
eight or ten of us drinking; I left him between three itei'lbur. 
o'clock ; he was then intoxicated--for he pulled off his coat,' and 
behaved like a madman, more bo than men who are intoHoated 
generally do ; it was about half-past three o'clock when I left' him. 
Cross-examined. — No one could hc^p sedng that he was xntoxi-' 
cated. ' 

Re-examined. — We all left Clarke together. 
Ben^'ami7iF/ooft. ^-Corroborated the statements of the two {ac- 
ceding witnesses ; Clarke wanted to fight, and I thought it timt 
for us to go. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde.— He wa3 y&rj qnar- 
Tdsome ; he had enough ; he staggered ; for when a man has got 
enough, I consider he would stagger. 

William White^-^Knowa the witness Moss, who was examined ;. 
saw him at the gaol on Sunday ; he told me he bad got some 
bottles ; I asked him where he had got them — he said from the 
prison, taking two from his pocket. 

Cross exumined by the Attorney- General. — I went to the. 
prison,, because I heard that Mr. Herapath, of the Political Union^^ 
was going to speak to the people, and I wanted to hear what he 
had to say ; I saw Clarke there; he had nothing in his hands ; he> 
was standing as a spectator; this was between four and five 
o'dock ; he ( Clarke) was intoxicated. Moss had a bottle of cider ; 
he was at the prison doors ; Moss afterwardJs went into the prison. 
Jtaac CoXf vietualler at Bedminster. — Was at thie gaol on the 
Sunday of the riots; saw a flag put upon the top df the staff; it 
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wa0 QOt CVuEJce who {ia,t it a^; I saw it taken ^xnrn^ U wm not by 
Claiikei ^saw the ataf imahipped; it was not by Clarice; knew 
Clarke well; was perfectly adquaintodwith Ifia p^jTson. 

Cross-exaimned.— Went about three o'clock^ and stayed until 
^igr ; w«^ on the oppoake side of the river^ they threw ttut atnC^ 
when they had takon it down, over the wall. 

?,e;e;tainin(ed.— I v^dfi nei^rer to Uie gaol Aan the ferry. 
ifpfjffi B^fiu)Uii, — Was near the gixA on Sunday, when it was 
burnt ; has known Clarke .three y,ears i iMiw the flag hokited and 
t^en^down^s sa^f the person who ^ it ; it was not Clarke. 
. .G^g/iGangt. — ^Js a butcher ; liyes at Bedminster; knows Clarke 
YC^ry w«^^ has ^i^wn hiigiti .these 18 years; was at the gaol on 
S^j^May i it was not Clarke that put the flajg up. 

fm. (Uiisoid. — ^aw the New Oaol when it was burnt ; it was 
It three o'clock. I saw, afler I had been there half an hour, a 
it man, not so tall as Clarke, nor near so tall, put up the flag i 
^rareitwaam^ClarJce. 

ffaBfet H(uni{t^.-~I^e^ th^ Nelson Tavern, Bedminster; has 
known C^ke' j^iiese fear Pf jSlye months; when sober he is veiy 
quiejk, but wnei^ ^ liquor he ju9 very violent* 

4fam$i Cheese, *-Has Ipiown Clarke from a child ; never heard 
any thibfagaiimt his character. 

> Jam€$ Trot^-r-Knows Clarke well; his general character is very 
good. 

Thatfuu Tratt, corroborated the last witne^. 

Thomat Stratten and Henry Marganf also corroborated it. 

Ka^ey Carrow. — Lives in Narrow Lewin's-Mead; the prisoner, 
Cot^rtney* lives in the same house. On the day of the fires, about 
lial^past one o^clodc, I saw him at the New Globe, in Christmas- 
street, an^ fji^naained there until five o'clock $ saw him again when 
he' came home at eight o'clock. 

i)ennU LeacA.— -I know Courtney ; I lodged in the same house ; 
saw. him on the day c^the fires, coming out of the New Globe, in 
Christmasrstreet, at live o'clock ; we afterwards went to the FuU 
Moon, iu Broad-street. 

\ ^ — Wyait, — I reside in the same house as Courtney; saw 

him OA the evening in question at about eight o'clock, and I stayed 
if'Ith blm an hour, at home at my lodgings ; I then left him in his ' 
own room. 

Elizabeth. Qraflt. — The house where Courtney lodges is my 
hoi^ ; I let him lodgings ; I saw him oome^ home the evening of 
the riots, affd he did not go out again until seven o'clock, he came 
hom^e' at eight o'clock. 

, Crpss-exammed by Mr. SgROEAVT WiLpc— Can undertake 
positively tu say- he never went out. 

/. Siaite.-^l live at Keynsham; know the prisoner Williams;.' 
.we went to Bristol together about three o'clock, on the Sunday ; 
«the people were just gone into church ; we stopped at the King^ 
Arms, Bcisling^on, and had a pint of beer ; we got to the. turnpike 
at Amo's Vale, at twenty minutes past four, we then went along 
tp the prison, to look at the fire ; when we got there the doors 
were beat; op^. and it w^ all on firoj very much ; . James Williams ' 
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W9A in my tcmva^ ^ ^^ time ; we doM mm tlie five wImb we 
re»Bhed the ftaiuningtcr gridgf $ we wrent into the j^rieon and there 
was ^ house on fire, yery much $ WULams nerer comwittcd any 
^ct of YiGlenQe.) Icqowb ^ohn Denied; saw him in the prison; 
saw him flinging bknkets into the fifie ( I qaw Derrick pick mp mi 
iipn \m ; Williams pena?de4 DerriclL not to take it aiway* vaA he 
threw it down ; we left the prison, and went iato a beerKabep, aad 
had 4 pint of beer ; Derrick came in« drank some beer* and went 
away ; did not see Williams pif k up a^ytitnag, 

Joihum HatidiL-T^l live t^ Keynshjims on the Snnday 4if the 
fires I and my wife went to Bristol to see the fireaf the j^riaoacr 
Williams passed me qn thj9 tosA ; when I nsi^^ed J^ri^hnfClm I 
stopped at the King^/9 Anicm* w4 the pm>P9r ww tbsoai I hft 
him there. 

Nancy Da^/.-r-Am landlady of the l^ipg^f Anns, ^ridUn^tMi | 
saw the prisoner, James Williams, at my house m the ^lUkJiy /o^ 
the riots ; he was there about halfwpaat "three ^'f^pok* : wd stayed 
a considerable time. 

ChrUtopher Wig^int»T^Aiifi the son of an aui^oiieer nit Kegrn** 
sh^m; know the prisoner Williams ; was inBria^onthe Svmiay, 
and ss^w the prisoners let opt ; it was sJx>ut a quarter past iwi I 
then returned homewards to Keynsham, and I m^ t^ prisonet 
at Amo's Vale, coming to Bristol; it is about a mile from Bristol. 

Jamet Evans. — Am a fbraman to the surveyor of roads, at Keyn- 
sham ; have been so. about seven pr eight y^ajs ; the prisoner W ill laiLf . 
has worked with me for six years j he is a steady workman, aod wa** 
at bis work all the week pievi^l^s to tha riots, iui4 9ii through the 
Saturday. 

Robert £««;«<.-— W^ a 49btpr in the New Pnsop, when it was 
bi^rnt; it was ^rft attiypke<L at betwe^p two aqd thjnBo } w# wprfi rs^ 
leased by the njpb; djd not see the pniBpoer Kearvisy amoog the 
rioters. X did not leave thp piison uptil toMf or five o'clock, and X 
did not see Kearney at 4II \ but afterwanU, whsp X was going hoqae. 
I saw him standing at th^ corner of th^ Grave ; it was )Mtwean fpnr 
and five o'clock S ^P gi^<^ had been fire4 long before. I afterwacda 
rettirp^ tp the p|isp^ for my clothes ; but X did not see Kearpey 
ther^ ; when I s^w \Am^ \^ was peaceable, aQ4 was djoess^ 19 the 
sapie white gn^at coat which lu^ has on now. 

liugh Crai^brd.7-I know Ks^mey j saw biB» on the Uiove, on 
tbe day in question, about four or five o'clock. 

John Ffoucombe^^ know Salter, who was indicted today ; heard 
Salter speak o( Ket^rney, ha?iDg sold him a piece of shirtmg, and 
that he owed hiipi a grudge in consequence ; has known the prisoner 
ICearn^y for four years, and he has always borne a good eharacter. 

UtwTjfW Fwrlin^—l live in Cbarles --street ; know Kearney ; have 
known him many yearis and X never knew {iny dishonesty of him 
in my life. 

Mary PhiUifis.-nl know Daniel Higgs, a^ he was at home 
when thes^ outrages happened -, I saw him from tweJve unto two 
o'clock, in his room, and X Was with hioi. 

James Gibbons,-^! am eJerk to the magistrates, and attested the 
ezalnination of Courtney. 
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Jmnes Raekir ezamiiied by the Attornst Gbvbral. — I tm a 
tide waiter at the Custom-house ; s«»? Courtney and others coming 
from the etol, at nine o'clock at night; he went therefrom to the 
Mansion-house; saw him go down into the cellar. He had a 
lanthom and candle ; I afterwards saw him nnder the Mansion- 
house, he had a piece of old iron in his left hand, and a stick in 
hit right ; he was cursing. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — I had never seen him before : 
he was dressed in a smock frock ; he is the only man I could 
identi^; at the Mansion-house then was very little light; will 
•wear he wm the man. 

Wm* Cn$§, — Am a stationer in Wine-street; was in Queen- 
sqaare on the Sunday evening ; saw Courtney there exactly opposi te 
the front door of the Mansion-house, near the rails ; it was near 
nine o'clock ; he appeared very much excited ; I have no doubt of 
bis being the mab. 

The Court adjourned at twelve o'clock; at which time Broad- 
street presented a singular appearance; in consequence of the 
torches bpnie by the Sheriffs' guard, which illuminated the coun- 
tenances of the Hone Patrol, the constables, and the populace; 
forming a picture of light and shade well adapted for the pencil of 
a modem Rembrandt. 



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 1832. 

AT ten o'clock the judges entered the court, and immediately 
proceeded with the summing up. 

The Chief Justice stated that the ox prisoners at the bar were 
indicted under the Act passed in the reign of his late Majesty, 
George IV. and which enacts, that any persons riotously and 
tnmultuously assembled, and who shall destroy any chapel, house, 
or other premises^ are goilty of felony, and shaQ sufier death. 
The first point for your consideration, gentlemen, (said he) is, 
wheth^ they, or any of them, were part of a riotous and tumoltn- 
oos assembly, met together for the purpose of ^turbing the public 
peace ; far persons may be there . innocently ; they may be goings 
about their lawful business, and yet be encompassed by, and enyd- 
oped in a mob ; you must therefore be certain, gentlemen, that the 
prisoners formed an actual part of the riotous mob ; and then, is 
yon should find that they were a part of that unlawfbl assemblagu, 
you must next consider whether there were premises destroyed, and 
whether the prisoners were present during the decftruction ; for it ^ 
not necessaiy to show that they actually destroyed the premises, 
because if they were actuaUy there during the destruction it is 
equally criminal, and it will be your duty to find them, or an^ of 
them, g^ty. Gentlemen, you shall hear the evidence against 
each of the prisoners, clearly and distinctly read over to you, and 
also the evidence which has been adduced m their &vor ; and here 
I must observe, gentlemen, that there is no doubt of there havings 
been A liot and tumult in this city. [The learned Judge 'Tindal 
tben'proceeded to read over the evidence, conmienting upon it with 
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^eat perspicuity.] His lordship obseryed,^ gentlemen, joawill 
have to weigh and consider, in your minds, a great deal of contra- 
dictory evidence, in the course of which you wUl have to determine 
as to which of the parties you will choose to believe. You will 
observe, gentlemen, that the witness Moss is contradicted on one 
point by a witness named White ; now if you are of opinion that 
Moss has spoken wisely upon this point, respecting the bottles said 
to be in his possession, you must cast his evidence entirely out of 
the scale, for if he would be guilty of falsehood in this particular^ 
he is not to be depended upon in any point ; it is therefore for your- 
selves to determine as to whether you will believe the witness White 
or the witness Moss on the point in question. I will now call your 
attention to the evidence produced by the prisoner Clarke ; and 
here you will observe that evidence is produced of his having re- 
ceived an accident in hb head, by the lall of a piece of timber, in 
consequence of which accident whenever he has drank a little liquor 
his head is afiected in the most serious manner ; the next witness 
called, gentlemen, is the prisoner's mother, who confirms this 
statement. [The moment the name of his mother was mentioned by 
the judge, the prisoner, as yesterday, became convulsed, and in- 
stantly fell back fainting, he was placed in a seat, and water was 
g^iven him, but he remained for some time in a state of insensibility, 
and upon recovering he burst into tears ; every person in court was 
much affected ; Mr. Humphrys was extremely attentive to the un- 
fortunate man, as was the prisoner Williams, but the other prisoners 
looked on apathetically ; when Clarke had somewhat recovered he was 
handed a glass of wine, and again placed at the bar, being allowed 
a seat by the court.] His Lordship then resumed, I must now ob- 
serve, gentlemen, that the derangement with which the prisoner 
is stated to be affected is no point at all in opposition to his con- 
viction, because, if persons who are affected by liquors, and indulgpe 
themselves by drinking them, and therebv put themselves in a state 
of voluntary derangement, are to commit acts of outrage without 
punishment, there would be no security in the law. It is true, that 
when persons are so deranged as not at any time to know riglit 
from wrong, that is considered sufficient excuse; but even then, the 
court is invested with the power of placing them where they cannot 
by possibility commit crime. Now, gentiemen, there are some of 
the witnesses who have stated that the prisoner was at the Britan- 
nia in All Saints'-street, at four o'clock, which is the time he has 
been stated by others to have been at the gaol ; certainly there is 
here a discrepancy between the witnesses, but in this, as in all simi- . 
lar cases, you must consider whether the parties were likely to know 
the exact time, and also you must consider the testimony of the 
gaoler. There is again a decided contradiction between the different 
witnesses, who state the facts relating to the flag-staff, and you 
will have here also to consider which party you will believe, because 
for the prosecution there is a witness who states positively that 
Clarke was the man who threw down the flag-staff ; while on the 
other hand it i^ as positively sworn that he was not the man, and 
that the man who did it was a slight man and not at all like the 
prisoner. There are also iome witnesses who speak as to his charac<« 



. ter, and also as to the state of his head, when he is in liquor ; which 
is ibe evidence both for and against the first prisoner, Clarke. I 
mast here agtdn remar}c, that the evidence with regard to the 
afiection of his head, when in liquor, is no answer to the charge 
prdTerred 'against him; and with regard to the character, that can 
only have weight when the case han^ doubtfullV) and then, of 
cour&^9 you will give the prisoner the full benefit cm your doubts. 

HIb Lordship next proceeded with the case of Kearney and the 
oth'er prisoners, and concluded by informing the Jury, that in 
order to fheir conviction that it is necessary to be proved that 
they reafly formed a constituent part of the riotous mob, and if you 
^ould be satisfied of that, or that any or all of them were so en- 
igaged, then you have to consider their individual or combined 
guilt or innocence ; and if you should not think the charge suffi- 
leiently proved against any or all of thetuj of course you will give 
tdlvor aznr of the prisoners the benefit of such doubt. 

'The Jury then retired, and after having been absent forthiree 
hours, returned into court; and pronounced Clarke, Kearney, 
Courtney, M'Kay, and Higgs, Guilty; Williams, Not Guilty. 
FIRING THE BISHOP'S PALACE. 
A new Jvtrj having been sworn, 

T, K. Bendall and James Sims were placed at the bar, and charged 
with feloniously demolishing and destroying the Bishop's Palace, 
and also with firing the same. The prisoners pleaded not guilty. 

The Attorney General stated the case to the Jury, and said 
that the prisoners were charged with two several offences, both of 
which ape of a riotous nature. They are charged, gentlemen, 
( said he,) with having demolished a certain building called the 
Bishop's Palace. I shall shew you that Bendall was actively enga- 
ged in the riots during the Saturdi^. I shall shew you that the 
bidlding in question was destroyed by a riotous mob, and that the 

frisoners were there activdy engaged in the work df destruction. 
» ha!Q shew you such a succession of evidence as will prove to you 
tfaB^t he (Bendall) was there in the direct operation of breaking the 
peace^ going trom place to place, and aiding and assisting and lend- 
in^ a ibi^midable support to these outrages. I submit it, therefolre, 
to you, gentlemen, that it would be impossikde for the ffeace to be 
kept, and civilized society would be at an end, if such oatrages as 
these were tolerated and endured. Gentlemen, it is imposidble for 
ine holding the responsible situation which 1 do in the government 
of the country, (end I speak it with aU due humility,) not to have 
thought deeply, in common with all the members <» his Mi^esty's 
Government, upon the dreadfiil occurrences which have lately taken 
place in your city. It is necessary that eizamples should be made 
of those who are guilty ; but God forbid that we should punish any 
who are innocent. Gentlemev, I shall prove all these fitcts, and 
yt)u wiU have to judge upon them, vad. accordingly as you thbdc, 
you win eithef acquit or convict the prisoners. 

n iUiam Jmes,— Am a servant to the Bishop ; I resided at the 
Palace in the College-green ; left the palaee on the Sunday afternoon, 
October 30, at 3 o'clock ; the mob broke itffto the palace about 8 
o'clock ; there is an entrance firom Lower College (>teen by large - 
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gates 'y the palace is aboqt ^ yards from the gates ;. when you.ePter 
there is a large court called the cloisters ; in the yaril Pr. bpdgB&^a' 
house occupies the whple of. the rifl^t band sidci ep^c^jitiDg a wf^r, 
Delonging to the.pvlaoQ ; was ataiKaQg at his lordship's, door when. ; 
the gates fell ; thejr wstfi attacked by yiolent bamineiriiig at ^ut . 
8 o'clock, and ifell in about eight minutes ; the pAnneto were broi^en 
out so that I could see neaify, 100 boys and .men ; tbej, Wfens jnaking 
a dveadfol noise i saw a.qrW-bar. tnrust in by a miypiw^ pt^whi. 
in upon ins kness ; after the mob got in then waa dveailfiil'sboiitiQg. , 
and hamniering at the (hint d<>or of the palace ; tiie i)ipb. w^rt qjfr ' 
in^ out, ^* Open the door;>' I said, I. riiould ni^it, andtiie^jtii vf^ 
said, ** Peg away ;" th^ then went on hsunmeripg> an4tiie.t«i{b 
lower pannds wisre struck qpt, and some of . t|ie mob entered.;^!, 
belfere threes I thenretrrated into tlie churchyard i^hrongli a win- 
dow; there Is a door in the cfanrcfayyrd between tiie aSie of t|ie 
pakoe and the Chutter'^bgase. I then got oirer « slight wall; into 
Trinity*street, and imn^ediately.came ronnd- to tiie iront door by 
which the mob had entered ; I heard a great, many of the'noob inr 
side ; I stayed there until the soldiers dame ; tn^tedfthe officer to let 
some oi- Ms men dismount^ and I would go before with a light, but 
he would not; the mob then came out oi the door, with some pro- 
pe;rty, and I ati^ked them wlth^ blbd^n ; the. mob then came 
out and went away ; the solders were there at that time > I entwsd 
the .palace and found the* furniture, broken, and fimr beds on 
fire; the tick having been, cut; and coals put iiudde; at the 
expiration of about twen^ minutes the miob returned, and 
entered the palace by the front door; there were a great many 
persons; I saw them on .the stairs; they were armed with 
bars and 8tick9 ; I waa in. the pantry ; I reosted their entry ; 
they thjew several bars atme, which passed over my^ head. I then 
retreated, and came round to the same, place again ^ and I then 
fott;id the soldiers were gone. .There was a gibat mob ; and in about 
a quarter of an hour the palace was in flames. They also entered 
the Chapter-house; and 1 saw, them bring books out through the 
. window and throw them into the JBames of the Palace. I remained 
in the churchyard until half-n^t five in the morning. The mob 
continued tbera the whole of the time. Saw Bendall there for half 
an hour; it was nearly one o'clock ; he was going to the window, 
receiving the books, and throwing them into the flames ; but I know 
nothing of the other prisoner. Am quite sure Bendall was the inan. , 
Cross-examined by Mr. Payne. — When I left the palace the 
first time,' I. did net close tbe outer door ; any one.mjsbt have entered 
the Palace wS^owt interruption* . The door of the Palace was com- 
pletely biokeu on theifir^t attaxik* '. The cQals were put in the beds, 
among the feathers ; the beds were smoking> but not blazing. Did 
not see tho prisoner Bendall there the fii^t time. Never saw bint, 
expeptwith the book^; nevei; saw him in the Palace .at all. The 
ddor between the Palace and the churchyard enters into it immedi- 
ately. A)I the persons in the chapter-room were employed in de- 
stroying ; the place was nearly fall of persons. Was between the 
two windows; could see the door at the time. Stood in the mid«t 
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of the crowd; was walking about; nobo^ offered to moliest mc. 
You could walk freely through the mob. There were ten or twelve 
handing and throwing the books out ; they threw them, indifferently, 
to different persons ; some threw them into the flames, and some 
took them away and preserved them. I saw Bendall several times 
revive the books from the gentlemen, and throw them into the 
flames — persons handed them to him. I never saw the prisoner 
before ; saw him the next time in the gaol, about a week-afterwards. 
Went to the gaol for the purpose of seeing him ; saw him with one 
other person with him. There were two persons went with me, 
whom 1 do not know — they knew the prisoner. 

Re-examined. — The mob did not molest him, bat knew him. 

Henry W, Ptdden* — Resides at Union-place, in this city ; re- 
members when the Palace was on fire | went there^ and got there 
at one o'clock in the morning ; knows the churchyard ; went there 
with David Phillipe; went from Queen -square, where several 
houses were on fire ; there was rioting in the Square at that time ; 
when we reached the burial-ground, the Bishop's Palece was on 
fire ; did not come with the mob ; there was a great number of 
persons present, about 500 ; they were rioters ; saw Bendall taking 
up the books from the Chapter-house, and throwing them into the 
fire : saw him before : has no doubt of his person : returned to the 
Square, and saw Bendall opposite Miles's counting-house: he had 
a stick in his hand. 

Cross-examined. — The roof of the palace had &]len : saw him 
afterwards at the prison : had seen him before with the 'reform 
petition. 

Counsel. — Are you a refi>rmer ? 

Witness, — Neitj^ one aide nor the other. 

By the Jury. — ^jhe .^ooks of Mr. Miles were on the pavement. 

David Phillips, -i W faM ; with last witness to the Bishop's Palace ; 
it was on fire ; saw "^|Lburial-ground ; they were burning the 
books there ; observed am^ow which looked into the churchyard ; 
saw Bendall there ; and bewas canjing the books and throwing 
them into the fiie ; Fedden,% y^hile I was there, said something to 
me about Ben^|4I ; Bendall at.the time had a large book, aud was 
tearing the leaves out of it, and throwing them into the fire ; I 
afterwards' went with Fedden to Aueen-square; saw Bendall there ; 
he had a stick in his hand; hewas near Mr. Miles's counting- 
house ; he knocked furniture about, and threw it into the fire. 

Cross-examined. — Do not know what fiimiture it was he threw 
into the fire ; it was pieces; did not see Jones, the Bishop's servant; 
saw no window in the Palace ; saw the window in the Chapter 
Room ;' saw no window opposite it ; did not see anybody throw 
any books into the Palace; never saw Bendall before; saw him 
next in the prison. 

Re-examined. — The fire was opposite the Chapter Room; it 
was outside in the burial ground ; did not see any window of the 
Palace. 



PRICE THREE HALF-PENCE. 

TRIALS CONTINUED. 



John O^ton.— Took the prisoner into custody in the Old Market^ 
in the out- parish of St. Philip and Jacob, at his lodgings; had no 
conversation with him ; he said he had done nothing, he had not 
set any house on fire. Asked him what business he had with that 
tape round his arm and his hat; (which was the mark of a special 
constable;) he said he belonged to the Union; he said nothing 
more. 

Cross-examined. — Was examined b^ore the Magistrates, when 
he was committed; do not remember having said to the Magii- 
trates I had any conversation; he said, I believe, he had never 
had any iron bar in his hand. 

John Robins. — Am a labourer ; know James Sims ; have known 
him many years ; he used to work at the coal- works ; went to the 
Bishop's Palace the night of the fire; saw Sims there; he had a 
short stick or bar in his hand; saw the places where the windows 
had been, but they were out, and the fire was burning away ; the 
fire was in the Palace ; saw Sims break the windows of the Chapter 
House with a crow-bar ; saw books handed out ; they were thrown 
into the fire; I said to Sims, ** You are hard at it ;" the fire was 
going on when I went away. Know Charles Sturm; he is a 
witness here ; had a conversation with him. Saw Sims about an 
hour and a half after, in liedcliff-street ; he had some one with 
him, and said that he had either lost .^lO or got .^lO, I know not 
which ; he did not explain what he meant. 

Charles Sturm, Know last witness ; went with him to the 
Bishop's Palace, at about half-past nine, and stayed thvee hours ; 
saw a man break the window ; met the man in Redcliff-street, 
with Robins ; Robins spoke to him, and said^ '' James, you are 
going it, my boy ;" this was while he was breaking the window of 
the Chapter- House. 

Robert Betrey. — Am a flour-factor ; was in Queen-square on 
the Saturday ; titiere was a large assemblage of persons when the 
Judge's carriage arrived ; the people were very noisy. Know 
Bendall; saw him there; saw him with a stone in his hand, and 
when the carriage' stopped, he threw the stone at it: there were 
a number of stones thrown. [This was the case far the Crown. 
The prisoners declined saying anv thing in their defence.] 

J, G. Powell, Jun, — I have Known the prisoner Bendall some 
months ; have occasionally employed him upon trifling errands, and 
always found him honest. Always thought him of imbecile mind ; 
I therefore would not trust him with any bat trifling matters. I 
orm this opinion of him fi'om my own observation. I suppose he 
is about sixteen years old. 

By the Court, — I have known him seven or eight months. I 
knew his &ther, but never spoke to him; he has ]mt the city some 
time. 

Mewry Thttmat Webb, — I reside in the Arcade. Know the pri- 
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soner to be an honest lad; think him of unsound mind. Hit oon* 
duct has always been remarkably strange. 

John Wm, London, — I know Bendall; have known him for a 
year. Have seen him at various places^ where he has been running 
on errands. He was an honest lad; always thought him not per- 
fectly right. He might, I think, be persuaded to do any thing. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney-Genkral. — Have heard he 
has relations in Bristol. Do not know any precise act of lunacy. 

Mary Anne Sharp, — I live in the Arcade. Hav6 known Bendall 
for eight months ; have employed him upon such errands as he was 
capable of executing. He was an honest lad; think he is of imbe- 
cile mind; always said, that boy is a fool. 

Cross-examined. — Used to send him with a truck ; always sent 
a boy with him. As an example of his imbecility, he has frequently- 
said his uncle died mad, and he should do the same ; and then be 
w^ould laugh for a quarter of an hour at a time. 

John Matthias, — Bendall worked for me five years ago, and he 
was so silly that I could not keep him. He could not properly 
execute an errand, or bring the money correctly. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney-General. — I was a tax col- 
lector. There was a re- assessment, but it was not my fault; the 
money will be paid. A man ran away with my money, and that 
is known to the gentlemen of the Jury. 

The learned Judge Bosanquet then ably summed up the evi- 
dence, and the Jury retired. 

The Jury, on their retiun, found a verdict of Gmlty against both 
the prisoners. 

James Williams was then again placed at the bar, charged with 
stealing three blankets and one pair of shoes, in the parish of Saint 
Nicholas, on the 30th October last, the property of ttie Mayor and 
Commonalty. 

The Attorney-General said, no evidence will be offered by 
the Crown in this case, and the Jury returned a verdict of Not 
GuUty. 

The Lord Chief Justice hoped that the indulgence of the 
Crown in not pressing this case against him, would have the effect 
of making him for the future period of his life, a worthy character 
and a good subject of the King. • 

[The prisoner was then discharged, and received the congra- 
tulations ofhis friends.] 

Mr. Taunton applieid to the Court to obtain the expenses of Mr. 
Wason. The Lord Chief Justice desired him to make an affidavit 
to the proper officer. 

Mr. Campbell applied to the Court to have the trial of J. C. 
Lewis brought on as early as possible, as he was confident that if 
brought before a British Jury, his client would be honourably act- 
quitted, and he was now confined in a cell in the prison. 

The Lord Chief Justice said, the trial must be taken in its 
turn, as he, J. C. Lewis, was accused of felony, and he knew no 
distinction of persons ; he would, however, at the rising of the 
Court, take it into consideration. 

The Grand Jury has ignored the Bill agunst Mr. Lcwi% and 
he will be tried on the Coroner's warrant. 



THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 1832. 

The Court assembled at Nine o'clock. 

John Towell, fVm. Clarke, Patrick Kearney, Matthew Won-y^ 
and William Osgood^ were indicted for destroying the Bridewell, 
and also for setting fire to the same ; there were several other in- 
dictments against them. After some little delay, in consequence 
of th^ not having been brought up fi:om the Gaol, the prisoners 
were placed at the bar, and severally pleaded Not Guilty. The 
Jury having been sworn, the Attorney-General stated the case 
nearly as follows : ^- 

Gentlemen of the Jury, the prisoners whom we now bring before 
you, are charged with the demolition of the Bridewell, which stands 
m the parish of St. John the Baptist, in this city : it consists, 

gjntlanen, of two buildings, both of which belong to the 
ridewell — there were in facl^ two prisoners confined there for 
rioting on the Saturday, and perhaps it was this circnmstanoe 
which induced the prisoners to make the riotous attack upon those 
premises, which attack they began as early as one o'clock in 
the day, and in the course of which they did certainly destroy 
the Bridewell. With respect, gentlemen, to one of the prisoners, 
Clarke, I believe you will find that he joined the rioters on the 
Sunday morning : I do not believe that he had any thing to do 
with them, or was in any way connected with the proceeifings on 
the Saturday— but you will find, gentlemen, that early upon the 
Sunday morning' he joined tlie rioters, and was jwurticularly 
active J probably, gentlemen, he did not intend to be so when 
be first joined the rioters, but when all that is bad and malevolent 
in a man is brought forth at once into action, throwing off all the 
wholesome restraints of the law, such results as thit can scarcely 
be avoided. This shows, gentlemen, what is the danger of suffering 
riots to proceed. I believe Clarke has received some hurt which 
may at some tim^ affect his intellect; but this circumstance can be 
no excuse, as every man must be answerable for his actions; 
Kearney was also particularly active, and having some small pro- 
perty, and being of some weight, you will find that he greatly 
assisted the rioters ; Worry, is 1 believe, a journeyman baker, and 
you will find him most active in assisting the mob ; encouraging 
them by shouting and cheering, aiding and assisting them, and his 
presence also adding to their great numerical force. Gentlemen, you 
will have proved to you, by the evidence of the governor of the 
Bridewell, the nature of the attack upon that building ; he will tell 
you that he closed the gates of the prison, but that the resistance of 
the mob was so great that they forced them open ; he will tell 
you ttiat he then took a blunderbuss, and for a time defended the 
narrow passage, but his wife and family were in the house, and his 
^natural fears prevailed ; he discontinued his resistance, he was 
obliged to retire, and the prison was afterwards demolished ; now, 
^ntlemen, while a single wall was left standing, the work of demo- 
lition I apprehend was going on, but I think, it will not be necessary 
to draw nice distinctions, for I believe we shall be enabled to prove 
ibat ihey were all particularly active ; with respect to Clarke you will 
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find that he boasted of destroying the three prisons, and that lie 
produced their keys, which he had in his possession ; yet I appre- 
hend nobody will believe that be intended to destroy all the gaoU in 
the kingdom, and therefore any objection which might be raised, 
founded upon its being proper for the prisoner to be indicted for 
high treason must fall to the ground, whatever I may have said, 
however, with respect to all or any of the prisoners, must have no 
weight with you in your decision, unless you should find what I have 
said fully borne out by the evidence which you will hear, and ac- 
cording as you believe or disbelieve those facts, you will either find 
the prisoners, or any of them, guilty or not guilty. 

2\ Evans examined by Mr. Serg. Wilde. — Am gotemor of 
Bridewell ; it is situMted in the parish of St. John ; had a house 
there, in front of which is a paved court ; on the opposite side to 
my house is the prison : there are large heavy gates to the right and 
left ; persons are permitted to pass through those gates all day un- 
til eleven o'clock at night, when they are closed ; prisoners are 
sometimes confined in my dwelling-house ; there is a window called 
the blind- window in my house, within which prisoners are confined; 
on Saturday, October 29, prisoners were brought to the Bridewell; 
they were confined in the prison part ; had some prisoners in my 
house on the Saturday ; was at home on the Sunday ; at about half- 
past one o'clock a number of people came in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the prison ; I saw about twelve persons pass and stop 
at the gates ; I went and got three swords, and gave one to my 
task-master, and one to the turnkey, and we drove tiiem away, and 
closed the gates $ while we were opposing them I received a violent 
blow from a stone, which cut my hat und head ; there was a great 
noise ; we endeavoured to keep the gates closed nearest Nelson- 
street, the mob pressing against them very much ; I mean the Bride- 
well-lane gates ; they overpowered us, and the gates, and bar* 
across them, gave way, and the eates opened, and I saw a great 
number of persons; the lane was full, they instantly rushed in, and 
filled the space between the gates; I retreated into the house, and 
barricaded the door ; the mob instantly began to destroy the win- 
dow in front, and my wife with difficulty escaped ; I then went up 
stairs, and looked through a window, and saw a part of the mob 
attempting to force the prison doors ; one had a bar ; I had fire- 
arms, and possessed myself of them ; I presented a blunderbuss at 
them through the window, and they retreated from the door, and I 
kept them at bay for nearly half an hour ; the noise continued all 
the while ; 1 heard them trying io break through the window in 
the dwelling house ; I could not see what instruments they had ; 
at about ten minutes after I saw a man with a sledge hammer on his 
shoulder ; I came down stairs, and asked them what they wanted ; 
they said the prisoners ; I remonstrated with them ; the man with 
the hammer stood immediately opposite roe ; I then said will that 
satisfy you ? if you have the prisoners I hope you will proceed to 
no further violence ; the hammer was raised as if to strike me down ; 
they gave me no answer to my question, and I told the turnkey to 
throw out the key of the prison, and I retired from the window ; 
and a gentleman called to me from the top of my house, begging I 
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would come np and open a skylighi, and let my family escape, my 
wife and a lady, and my servant girl ; the turnkey, his wife nnd two 
children, were in the house ; I then came down again to the win- 
dow, and saw the prison door open, and in about ten minutes some 
of the prisoners came out ; all of them were released ; they were 
not all let out until nearly half past 3 o'clock, and then the part of 
the prison was set on fire ; the chapel was first set on fire, and then 
in succession the other parts, until it was all burned down ; difierent 
parts were fired at the same time ; the knocking at the dwelling* 
house had ceased for some time, but was renewed !*oon after; I then 
quitted my house by a ladder out of the sky-light before-mentioned, 
to the cooperage, and went to p neighbour's house ; after a short 
time I retutned to tha cooperage, and saw the mob get into my 
house ; through the blind window ; they were obliged to force a way 
through the wall, and the boards; there was a constant knocking; 
when they got into my house it was set on fire, and totally destroyed ; 
I think the house was set on fire a little before 7 o'clock, and was 
not totally consumed until about 9 o'clock ; the mob continued there 
more or less all the time from their first entry; it encreased towards 
the evening; I had a full view the whole of the time; can't say 
when they dispersed, because I quitted about half past 8 o'clock, 
and they were there then ; I stood for the whole of the night after- 
wards on St. Michael's Hill, where I could see the flames all the 
time ; 1 could not identify any particular person all this while; the 
turnkey's name is William Stone. 

Cross-examiiied by Mr. Smith. — Am confident the attack was 
about half past one ; I occupy the whole of the prison, under the 
Corporation of Bristol j I hold the whole of it oy virtue of my 
office ; the dwelling-house and prison are connected by walls and 
gates, the space between the gates is about twenty yards, and 
firom house to house about six yards, the gates do not occupy the 
whole of the space, there is a wall on each side to which tliv are 
hung of about one yard wide; there is a foot pavement in Bride- 
well-lane, on each side of the lane ; the wall on each side of the 
gate does not extend far beyond the pavement, which is very nar- 
row ; the wall of the cooperage which is next to the Bridewell, 
runs flush with it ; there is about a yard and a half of the wall to 
the insertion of the gate ; I believe tlie pavement extends nearly to 
the width of where the gate is hung ; the people in Bridewell- 
lane conld be actively engaged against the Bridewell ; I could 
not see any where I was in my house but those opposite me. 

Coutisel, — Did you see me in the mob ? 

Witness*^ No. 

Counsel. — Yet I was there. 

Examination resumed. — Was aware, before the attack, of the 
disturbed state of the city, but no preparation was made for the 
attack; did not know any of the prisoners before; cannot identify 
any of them. 

fVm, Stone, examined by Mr. Coleridge.— Am Turnkey of 
Bridewell ; [here the prisoner Clarke, again fell down insensible, 
and was attended by Mr. Shorland, a surgeon, who happened to 
b0 In Court;] remember a mob coming to Bridewell on tbe 30tli 
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•f Oct. ; ^vont out and fiistcned the great gates; Wm. Boyce and 
Af r. Evans were with me ; Boyce was the task- master ; the mob 
burst open the gates, rushed in, and broke all the windows ; wo 
entered his house; they were tlien throwing stones; I gave the kej 
to the mob ; 1 was in the Governor's parlour when the key was 
given ; I could see the people outside ; Mr. Evans ordered me to 
give them the key. I saw Towel there; he was outside amon|^ 
the rest of them ; I saw him distinctly ; I saw the prisoners after- 
wards let loose; I also saw Osgood there, walking to and fro in the 
mob ; he had nothing in his hand. I also saw Pat. Kearney there ; 
saw him twice or thnce ; he was walking backwards and forwards^ 
with his hands in his pockets ; in about an hour and a half after 
I gave the key, I saw the fire ; the people were all this while 
knocking in the windows— it was at the blind window where we 
used to confine prisoners; they broke into that window in about 
two hours and a half; two or three first came in ; they broke the 
window in by hammering ; they made a hole through the stones 
under the blind window ; the men who came in first, went and 
looked all over the room, and then they went out again ; then one 
looked particularly, and went, out again, carrying out the bread. I 
went out on the roof of the house ; I made my way up^stain, 
hearing the mob rush in below; did not then see the' house 
on fire. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Saw Kearney two or three 
different times. 

John Towel, when called on to ask any question, ssdd that 
witness, when first he came to the prison, identified another man 
instead of him, and then afterwards said that was not the man> 
but that he (prisoner) was. 

Witness. — No such thing : Towel asked me for the keys. ^ 

John Phillips. — Am a shoemaker ; lives at the corner of Sims's- 
alley ; I remember the 30th Oct. ; went through Bridewell-lane 
on that day ; saw a crowd there ; it was two o'clock ; I was going 
towards the Bridewell, because I heard it was on fire ; the gates 
were open ; the people were endeavouring to break open the blind 
window of the BrideweU, in the Governor's house ; they were 
breaking it with bars of iron ; saw the prisoner ("Towel) with a 
stnock-frock on there ; he (Towel) had a bar of iron in his hand, 
breaking' the window open ; they succeeded in breaking it open ; 
there was a noise all this while ; heard Towel urge tlie parties, by 
saying " Go to work, you b rs." 

Gross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Went in consequence of having 
heard it was on fire; found it on fire at two o'clock when I went 
there; remained about three quarters of an hour; was in between 
the g^tes; was not assisting in these acts; saw others merely 
looking on as I was. 

By the prisoner Towel, — Was four yards from Towel when he 
spoke those words ; there was not many people between me and the 
prisoner ; cannot say how many. 

By Mr. Coleridge. — I am sure he was the man, and that I 
heard him. 

James Griffiths.— Am a hahr-dresser, residing in St. James's 
Barton ; was at the Bridewell on the day in question, at about twa 
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of'clock ; it bad not struck two, and they were breaking openthe 
governor's house side of Bridewell ; know the blind window, and 
it was that they were breaking ; there was a great tumult. I went 
to seyeral parts of the place, and stood on Mr. Evans's steps ; they 
were then breaking the blind window with flat iron bars ; Towel 
had a bar ; I saw hLn breaking open the blinded side of Bridewell ; 
took him by his arm, and begged him to desist. I think I asked 
him his object ; he said it was to let out the prisoners ; think I told 
him there were no prisoners there. He said, *' How do you know t" 
do not recollect giving any reply. I then let go his arm, and went 
and stood on the step, and took off my hat with another person 
who was endeavouring to quiet them, and called them around me ; 
perhaps 100 of them came. They proposed that I should go into 
Mr. Evans and search the place, and prove whether there were any 
there. I acceded to the proposal, and went to the other window, 
which had been broken in ; could not see Mr. Evans, but saw 
Stone, the turnkey, and proposed his going to Mr. Evans, and men- 
tion my name to hhn, and request him to admit me into the house ; 
he replied, '* No man shall come in." Ther mob heard distinctly 
what passed. The mob then divided into three parties ; one party 
to unship the gates, the other to ccoitinue the breaking of the 
blind window, and the third party went into the other side opposite 
the governor's house. I saw Towel there then ; he went to the 
prison side, and endeavoured to open a door there, with the same 
iron bar ; it was but a short time that he was using it there. I never 
saw him afterwards. The window which I spoke to Stone at is a 
casement window, and I think it opens into the governor's parlour ; 
the gates were unshipped one after another. I remained there until 
twenty-five minutes after three. The same riotous proceedings 
were going on ; the prison was on fire j left the step three times to 
go and see ; it was on fire when I got there. I went in and saw 
beds and pieces of wood placed in the prison-room on fire j they 
were placed near tlie middle of the room, a little way firom the fire- 
place ; it was so warm the last time I went into the apartment, 
that I could not go into the door ; when I went away, I do not 
think they had entered by the blind window. 

By Towel.-^Why did you go to the prison, and ask me to plead 
Gmlty ? 

Witnest, — I told him he had better plead guilty. 

Toujg/.— Did you take me tobacco to bribe me to plead guilty? 

Witness, — I did not ; I took it of mercy to the prisoner, and 
nothing else. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — I am certain it was not two 
o'clock when I went there; am equally certain that the prison was 
on fire when I got there. The only prisoner I can speak to as 
being there, is Towel. 

Re-examined. — It was the prison room which was on fire ; the 
ceiling had not fallen in. I advised him to plead guilty, on account 
of his language to Alderman Hilhouse. 

C. Fryer, examined by the Attorney-General. — I am a 
painter. Was at Bridewell about half-past two o'clock; it was 
broken open and on fire. There were a number of persons ; I cnr 



dearoured to pass through, but could not; thej wen riotiBg« 
Saw Towel there; be happened to be assisting to unship the gates; 
did not see him above a minute or two, because I left immeduitelj. 

William Henry Stlwyn, examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. — I 
remember the Sunday of the fires ; was near the Bridewell on that 
day. Saw a great number coming down John's steps ; they were 
about 100 persons. Did not remain. Saw Pat Kearney in that 
mob ; he had what appeared to be a piece of iron railing in his hand. 
Saw Kearney again, about four o'clock, at the New Gaol; there 
was a great mob there ; they were knocking at the front gates of 
the Gaol. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Kearney was coming down 
with the mob ; and he passed the corner of Nekon-street. I was 
standing there for twenty minutes before. I had spoken to him 
before ; had known him nve years. Was examined Tuesday here ; 
I sud then that I belieyed Kearney had the bar ; was not at that 
time as certain that he had a bar as I am now. Have only refreshed 
ray memory since by recollection. Did not go nearer to Bridewell 
tbian the comer of Nelson-street. 

Isaac Lyons was sworn, according to the Jewish custom. I went 
to the BrideweU that day ; it warf then burning very badly. There 
was a mob assembled there. Saw persons hammering away at the 
door; could not see with what they were hammering; they made -a 
very great noise. Saw Worry there ; he appeared as if he was one 
of the persons who were hammering at the door; they were ham- 
mering about three quarters of an hour before the door was burst 
9(pen ; Worry then went in at the door. 1 was standing by a waB, 
i^ut six feet high, opposite the Governor's house; I was not 
inside the gateway. I afterwards saw Worry up stjdrs, in the 
Governor's house, throwing the things out of the window ; the 
things he threw out were wearing apparel and a few articles of fur- 
niture. I went down from the waft, and stood inside. Worry 
passed me ; did not see him come out of this house. He had a 
handkerchief, containing something, in his hand. As he passed 
me he said, **D — n my b y eyes, we will set fire to it to- 
night." I had not b^ore this seen any fire on the dwelling-house 
nde. After he said that, I saw smoke fix)m the dwelling-house; I 
taw it come out of the windows and the doors. 

By Worry, — Did not swear to the Justices that it was between 
eight and nine o'clock ; I saw Worry but between six and eight. 

Edward Percival, — Was at the BrideweU on the 30th October; 
did not go there until eight o'clock. The prison side was on fire; 
the Govemor'ei house was broken open ; there was a mob there. I 
■aw the governor's house broken open, with iron bars ; saw Worry 
there; he was by the governor's house; he was standing there 
until it was broken open. He then went backwards and forwards, 
dragging out furniture and flinging it into the fire, first smashing 
it. Heard a noise and huzzaing au this time ; heard Worry huzza 
sometimes; have seen him before. I stayed there one hour and a 
half. 

By Worry. — Was near enough to see him ; there was a great 
Aamber of persons round the iron doors, but I was b^ore them ; 



when I first saw Wony it was about a quarter past &ghi o'dodc ; 
when I first saw him he was running in and out of the house. 

James Moss. — Are a shoemaker $ remember the riots ; Was in 
Queen -square at a quarter past one; there were crowds there; 
they were pulling down the barracs^des of the Mansion-house; 
saw Clarke there j he was in the crowd while I was there; they 
were talking of leaving the Square 5 I left it before them, and went 
towards St. James's Street, passing through the Bridewell; th« 
crowd overtook me in the market ; saw Clarke with thera then ; he 
was rather behind, but had nothing in his hand ; he went down 
Broad- street towards the Bridewell; I went just after them; 
when I got to Bridewell the gates were open ; the mob stopped ; 
I saw them hammer the doors of Bridewell: it was at the prison sida 
that they hammered ; saw them chop them with a hatchet ; saw 
one of the keys given to them, and the prison part was opened with 
that key ; ' I saw Clarke hammer the door with a hammer ; had 
seen him before; they let the prisoners out, and I left them there 1 
saw no fire while I was there; I was by the Bridewell five or tax 
minutes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. SMiTH.—It was two o'clock; I saw 
Clarke at the door of Bridewell ; I had to go to James's-street to 
see my brother-in-law ; went to Queen-square to see the riota j 
was at the gaol atfiveo'clock ; was at work as a horse- keeper during 
the time between two and five o'clock ; know a man named Whit^ 
he came with me ; did not ask White to drink by the gaol, nor 
LleweUin j had no bottles in my pocket nor in my hand ; White did 
not ask me whether I had any bottles j did not tell White or Llew- 
eUin that I had got any bottles from the prison ; we left together ; 
the prison was on fire while we were there ; did not throw anything 
into the fire ; J did nothing but look on ; I will swear it ; Clarke 
was at the Bridewell door when I left it about two o'olock ; stayed 
five minutes at Bridewell ; was inside the gates ; will swear I waa 
not there ten minutes ; and I had nothing in my hand. 

Re-examined.^It was the New Gaol which I came ftom with 
Llewellin and White ; White is a shoe- maker ; have seen him since 
Clarke was apprehended ; he came to the yard where I worked > k 
was a few days after Clarke was apprehended; he spoke to xne 
about my giving evidence against Clarke ; my sister waa standing^ 

Thomas Whittington. — I live at the Britannia Tavern, in All 
Saints'- street, adjoining Nelson-street, about twenty yards firom 
the Bridewell ; know Clarke ; he came to my house on Sunday, 
30th October, about three o'clock ; Clarke asked for beer, and paid 
for it ; they then had more beer ; ihej were in my house about one 
hour ; when they left my house they went towards Nelson-street, 
nearer to the Bridewell ; they were twelve in number ; went in a 
body, and Clarke ordered them to be quick ; saw him again in 
about two hours at my house ; he then had an iron bar in his hand ; 
there were other persons with him ; di3 not see anything in the 
hands of the others ; they had a gallon of beer ; the word to moye 
was given by Clarke ; he paid for the beer ; they then went in the 
direction of Wine-street, which is a way to the New Gaol. 
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CrOfls-examlned by Mr. Smith. — Did not draw the beer myself 
nor serve them with any part of it ; my servant I expect served 
them ; they had an entire gallon at a time ; I believe my servant 
drew the bet^* ; more beer might have been had than I have said ; 
It might have been more than an hour that they were at my honse ; 
eennot say it was not two hours ; when they were at my house the 
second time they did not stay ; I am certain they were at my house 
a little before and after two o'clock ; I swear it ; I did not see 
Clarke pull off his coat. 

Harriet Vowles. — Am servant to last witness, remember Clarke 
coming to my master's house at about a quarter-past one, on the 
30th October ; I had just carried in my master's dinner ; there 
were several persons with him ; he had not any thing on his 
shoulder ; he had some beer ; do not know how long he stayed ; 
saw them have a gallon of beer j know where the Bridewell is : 
when they came the second time they came from the direction of 
the Bridewell ; Clarke had an iron bar on his shoulder, he swun^ 
the bar round him. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith.— In order to get from our house 
to Bridewell, you must go down All-Saints'-street, across Nelson- 
street, and down the whole of Bridewell-lane ; Bridewell is out 
of sight of our house; the whole of Bridewell -lane is out of sight; 
do not know that any of them went to Bridewell, when they left 
the house. 

James Rous. — I keep the Boar's Head, in this city ; remember 
Sunday, 30th October; know W. Clarke; saw him that night at 
half-past eleven, at my house ; there were seven or eight other 
persons with him ; he had a bar of iron in his hand ; he said he 
and his party had set the three Gaols on fire, and let the prisoners 
out, and he shewed me seven or eight keys, which he said belonged 
to tiie Gaols ; he said his name was Wm. Clarke, and his friends 
kept the Hen and Chickens, Bedminster, and he was a landlord 
as well as myself; he had some beer and some bread and cheese ; 
he said he had set the Bishop's Palace on fire, and had done a 
very hard day's work, and that he should have another hard day's 
work on the morrow; two or three of those with him had bars. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — I have not a distinct recol- 
lection that he said he had set the three on fire ; am quite sure he 
said something about setting prisons on fire. 

Counsel, — When you were examined here on Monday, respect- 
ing this matter, did you not say that he said he had broken open 
three prisons ? 

Witness — Cannot say. 

Examination resumed. — Clarke was intoxicated when he was 
at my house ; he was much excited ; was not mad in his manner ; 
he was a little elevated. 

James Cross. — I am a merchant ; was at the Horse and Groom, 
at twelve o'clock on Sun^y night, October 30th ; saw the pri- 
soner Clarke there ; he came in with four or five other persons ; 
they were armed with crow-bars ; they had a gsLUon of beer ; he 
produced keys, which he said were the keys of §ie Gaol, and held 
up one of them as a master-key ; he said he would have every 
l^ol in England open in less than a fortnight. 
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Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — They left before me; I wm 
in the same room with him ; he was half tipsy j he conducted 
himself like a madman ; I could not think any saan in his senses 
would act like he did. 

Henry Perry examined by Mr. Follet. — I keep Reeve's Ho- 
tel, in Limekiln- lane ; my houi^e was attacked somewhere about 10 
o'clock in the evening of Sunday, by a mob of persons, ten or twelve 
in number ; they had iron bars and staves in their hands ; they got 
into my house through the parlour wiodow, which they broke in ; 
I think the little man Worry was there, but cannot swear. 

Daniel Stratton. — Was near Reeve's Hotel, on Sunday, October 
SO ; saw Worry there breaking in the windows with a bar; there 
were other persons with him ; 1 was 100 yards from the house at first ; 
and then went neareri bad seen Worry before. 

William Harmer examined by the Attoknet General. — I 
am an attorney j apprehended W. Clarke at Liverpool, on the 6th 
of November, at a public house ; I left a police officer in charge 
of him, while I went for the constable whom I took with me; he 
assumed the name of Thomas Clarke, and said he was looking for 
his brother William, who he said was a sawyer, and lived at Bed- 
minster ; he is the man now in court ; I found upon him a paper 
containing a list of the route from Bristol to Liverpool. 

Cross-examined. — Found nothing upon Clarke relating to the 
riots. 

[This was the case for the Crown. The prisoners declined saying 
anything in defence.] 

William White. — I know the prisoner Clarke ; know William 
Moss, the witness before examined. [This evidence, with respect 
to Moss, was the same as that given on the first indictment on which 
Clark was tried.] Saw Moss take up, what appeared to me to be, 
a linen sheet, and throw it into the fire, and say, •* Here goes \ " Re- 
form!" Moss was running about and crying, "Reform." There 
was a person, named Llewellen, within hearing at the time ; this 
took place at the gaol ; it was on fire when I got there. 

Cross-examined. — Saw Moss about nine days after; told him I 
heard that he swore against Clarke ; told bim he must be a bad per- 
son to swear against Clarke when he was as bad himself; did not say 
it would be worse for him if he swore against Clarke ; said nothing 
to that effect ; did not say I swore against Clarke ; I will swear 
I^^oss took bottles of wine from the prison ; I said he must be a bad 
man to go and swear against a person, when he robbed the prisqn 
of cider ; Moss did not say, " If you do, you will swear false ;" 1 
did not say, ** 1 did not care, fori and Llewellen would swearagainst 
him ;" I went to Moss for the purpose of knowing whether or not 
he was going to swear against Clarke; when I told him of the ci- 
der he owned to it, and said that was all he had done ; I did not 
call him any names ; did not call him a b y rogue. 

Examined by Mr. Smith— Knew Clarke four or five years; 
never saw him tipsey but once; knew htm to be an honest and well 
conducted man. 

John LlewelUn,—! was at the gaol with White on the 30th o 
October ; did not hear White's testimony ; saw James Moss at 
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the gaol; saw him take bottles out of his pocket and ask White 
todnnk; he asked me also; we refused; he said the bottles con- 
tained some of oM Billy Humphi78*8 cider; he put the bottle to 
his mouth, and then I said, **Jem, (meaning Moss) have nothing to 
do with it ; come away;'* a man vvith a smock finock came up and 
asKed for some of the cider; Moss refused and said he worked hard 
enough for it; the man wrested the bottle from Moss's hand; he 
was singing out Reform ; he attempted to go to the cellar where the 
cider was, and he was prevented by the burning roof falling in ; we 
were together the whole of the time except about two minutes. 

Cross-examined,—- Came from my own house; had been at the 
comer of the Square about eleven o'clock in the morning; was not 
at all at Bridewell; am a cordwainer by trade; did not drink; 
went into the gaol. I went in out of curiosity, and nothing else. 
I was told that White was to appear against Moss; have told all 
that I saw take place at the Gaol. 

Re-examined by Mr. Smith. — Knew Clarke; when sober he 
is a civil man, but when h^ has drink, he is quite otherwise. 

James Stokes, a witness who was examined on the former trial 
of Clarke was then called, and the evidence he then gave was read 
over to him by the Lord Chief Justice, which he confirmed. 

Elisahetk Clarke also confirmed her testimony. 

JTohn Bradley Stowell. — Was at the Britannia at nesir one 
o'clock on Sunday, the 30th of Oct. ; saw Clarke there between one 
and two o'clock j I know him well ; he stayed there until after three 
o'clock ; I never went out of the house ; I went out of the room 
while he was there ; he remained there until after three o'clock ; I 
did not see any one coming from the Bridewell ; I stayed in the 
house until five o'clock. 

Wm, Waters. — I live at Bedminster ; have lived there 60 years ; 
know Clarke from a child ; he was always honest and steady. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. — lam his great- uncle. 

William Waters, Jun, — I live at Bedminster; have known 
Clarke for years ; he was always honest, peaceable, and industrious. 

George Yates, — I am chief constable at Bedminster ; have been 
so for fourteen years ; know Clarke ; he has resided there all that 
time ; have never heard aught against him^ and must have heard it, 
if there had <l)een anythuig. 

Edward Green. — I live at Bedminster ; know Clarke ; have 
known him well for ten years ; he has worked for me for ten years, 
and his conduct has always been peaceable. 

John Edwards. — I am a glazier in Bridewell-lane ; live about six 

Sirds from the gates, and was at home when the destruction of the 
ridewell took place. I went to a window, and looked down upon 
the crowd ; saw the gates forced. I looked particularly, on pur- 
pose to see if I could identify any person ; I saw those who forced 
the gates ; Clarke was not one of them ; I am quite sure of it ; 
I conducted Mr. Evans, the governor, over my house. The mob 
only used one weapon besides stones, which was a piece of wood 
Ibur feet long ; I am certain there was neither iron bars nor sledge 
hammers us^. 

[To be continued to-morrow.] 
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Croiis-examined by the Attorney-General. — T saw no wea- 
pons in the hands of the mob ;, assisted in the escape of Mr. Eyans ; 
the mob were riotous. 

John Pickering. — Know Clarke ; saw him in the neighbourhood 
of the Britannia Tavern, between one and two o'clock ; went in 
with him and remained with him until after three o'clock ; Clarke 
was under the influence of liquor ; we parted at the door ; he went 
towards Nelson Street ; I went the other way ; John Creese was 
withus. 

John Creese.^l was at the Britannia on Sunday, Oct. 30; 
Clarke came there between one and two o^clock, and remained 
until half-past three o'clock ; we tdrank together beer and gin ; he 
was much affected by Uquor before he left. 

By Court, — I'here were eight or ten of us drinking together. 

Benj, Flook* — Was also at the Britaimia with the two last wit- 
nesses ; Clarke was with us ; I left with Clarke at about a quarter or 
twenty minutes past three o'clock*, I and Pickering and Creese 
went towards the Pithay ; Clarke went Nelson Street way. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Wilde. — It was near dark when 
we went away ; I asked what the time was when I went in and when 
I came out ; it was the same person who told me the time. 

[This clewed Clarke's ddence. Matthew Worry was then asked 
if he had any witnesses, and called two or three, but they did not 
appear. 

Judge Taunton informed the prisoner, Wm. Osgood, that he 
need not call any witi^esses, as the Court was of opinion that there 
was not sufficient evidence against him to call for any defence.] 

Charles Frederick Cooler ^Wsa called on to come forth) and 
^ve evidence against Wm. Osgood and others, and not appearing, 
his I ecognizances were forfeited. 

Sarah Moss was then called by the Prosecution. — I am sister to 
the witness Moss ; know White; was present when White called 
and asked for my brother ; I went and called my brother, and then 
went with him to White; I heard White ask my brother if he was 
going as a witness against Clarke ; my brother said he was ; White 
saidit would be the worse for him, and I will go and swear that you 
had bottles of wine in the prison ; my brother said, If you do, then 
you will swear felsely ; he said he did not care for that, he and 
Llewellin would swear against him, and he called my brother a 
b— y rogue. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith.— I live with my father and 
mother; have no occupation; am not nineteen years old, my 
father is now too old to work, and lives upon some ground which 
he has; there are five children; my sister is a servant; 1 have 
another a dressmaker ; I am nothing; the conversation lasted ten 
minutes ; I have stated the whole that they said ; they were talking 
the whole of the ten minutes ; there was nobody present but us ; it 
was at nine o'clock in the morning ; there never waa any conver-* 
sation witli Llewellm, respecting this business. 4 



James li^u ieqa|iG(i;-r\^fait9 qaipe to ipe i^^r ^larlco was ap- 
prehended': hfe spoke to me respecting my giving evidence against 
Clarke ; he said to me ^^ Are vou.goiof tft appear against Clarke ;'' he 
said it would be the worse for me ; ne said he and Llewellin would 
sw«ar against me, aA(itQalltdinMia.brr-y.-rogiiiB; that was tiia wiioJe 
of the cbnvecsatioD. 

Mr. Justice Taunton then commenced summing up thfravidaBce, 
stiitiiig, that the prisonora at tiie W: wera indicted for riotiog^ aMl 
dasboyiiigaoeitaiqhDutalielQogiQg.toiiU<&9^eaiy. Gentlemeo, said 
h* in Order to. obviate ai^ difiScttltV:Qf pipving to whom the house- 
balonged, and what propertgr, was doitrQjrQd, it; is stated in.sewenl. 
coQiits. Now, gantl«neD» I* think it. is. particularly clear that tbera 
was a riot, and that this house was destroyed ; therefore yoit will* 
have to consider whether the.prisoDaiBi at the bar^ or all or any -of 
them were there and actiTem the riot. There is no doubt of the 
TioieOce wluch took place.; for. there was, it ^pears, severaliperv^ 
sons and a lady, who had taken refnge in- the Bridewell, who were 
obliged, at the imrninont hazard- oi their lives, to esci^Qyer 
the ]^f of this edifice. The peraoos.who conumttedthisiouitnige 
were) as. it appears^ perfectly reckless, of the consequences 
of their crimes; they were reckless, whether those persons who 
were in this hou^ were burnt to death, or destroyed byoutiege; 
to them it mattered not* But, gentlemen, nptwithstanding this 
dreadful state of outrage, you must calmly dismiss it firem your- 
minds, and judge whether or not you consider that all or any. of 
the prisoners, or either of. them, were participatorsin the outrs^. 
It is not necessary for persons, according to the law, to be actusdly 
engaged in the demolition of this building, if they were leaders, or. 
assisted or aided in the demolition, they, are g^ty« But theve 
were persons, no doubt, who were there from ciiriosity onlyf and 
although in law they are equally guilty, yet we should not feel our-, 
selves bound to convict them; and it is upon these grounds ithat, 
seeing there is no testimony, on record -against one of the prisoners^ 
Wm. Osgood, which goes further than stating that he was there, 
the court has thought it proper not to caU on hun for* any defenee ; 
and with respect to him your yerdiet will be— rif ot Guilty. The 
cases drthe other four you will haye to consider ; and I wHl therfr« 
fore, read and comment upon the evidence wliich has. been offered, 
to your notice. [His Lordship then went, through the evidence.*] . 
In the course of the evidence his Lordship remarked, with great 
perspicuity, upon the^ contradi^ory parts, of it^ and particu^ 
larly upon the evidence of Moqs and Whitby which, they would 
observe, was directly contradicjbwy* And: here, yoa wall obeeirve^ 
that White says he did not say, if Moss swore against Clarifi^.t^at' 
he would go Bnd swear against him ; but he says, that he said, that 
if he (Moss) swore against CJaj:ke, he nuwt be a very.ba^ inao^ 
because he had himself robbed the pcison, and was as bad as Cburke 
hhnself. Now certainly, this is jQot .yen* .nyeurable to the prisoner^ 
Then you will recollect, that ap^er of the witiDiesseaaays,. that he 
has known Clarke for four years,, and. never sawhini tipsy, before 
this unfortunate occurrence.; wlii^. aether -says,. I have known, 
him four or five years, and he.'Waa always. a very quiet man^. 
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when sober. Now fhra, iEU3 ^ou will n<)t faSL to remark, is very 
Strang ; they l)dth know him well, have kAoWn him for nearly 
the same peAod, tad yet the one never knew him tipsy, 
nntQ this 'oceurtettce, wMle the other it appears has kno^ 
him to t)e frequently so. He must now remark upon that part of 
theevidenfce which goes to show "th'at When Clarke had dranlic 
liqWOl" he Was in a rtafte. of insanity. This cannolt be ahjr 
excuse, eithefr in pbirft of law or of equity, for if such were the 
<^Bse, society mig^ht be destroyed, because what an instrument; 
would such a man be in the hands of artful and ^dcsigningf men, 
for it would only be liecessary for persons to employ a man and 
giVehinf a sufficient qtiantity <>f drink, and then make him commit 
any act of rapine or otitra^e^ which he might do with perfect im- 
punitjf^, being without the pale of the law. Now, g^ntlemeh^ I 
have gone through the whole of the evideuce, as regards these pri- 
soners, upon which it Will be your duty to decide; and I ne6d not, 
I am sure, tdl you, that if you should think the accusation fully 
home out against all or dther of them, yoii must hot allow your 
feeling to interpose between you and your duty to society, but you 
must give a verdict of guilty : on the other hand, if you should be 
iticlined to doubt any of the evidence, you will give the prisoners 
the benefit of that doubt : but hov^never- you may decide, I ahi 
qtdto sure that you will acqiut yourselves with justice to yoiur owii 
cotisciences and to society. The Jixrj inimediately returned a 
verdict of Not Guilty Against Wm. Osgood. 

Justice TauJ^ton. — Osgood, you have been in great dan^r; 
you have incurred the disgrace of being arraigned at that bar j and 
I hope your escape wiH in future be a warning- how you put vour- 
self in danger, by g*in^ into riototis company, tfr being found 
Where outrage is comnutted. 

The Jury, after having retired for five minutes, came into Court, 
tad returned a verdict of Guilty against the four other prisoners. 

The Court then adjourned (at a quarter before nine) until nine 
o'clock to-morrow moniing. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6. 

The Court having assehibled at nine o'clock, the following pri- 
^ners were placed at the ba^, — William Reynolds, Richard \^e8, 
Thomas Gregory, James Snook, Cornelius Hickey, Josiah Kayes, 
Edward Arbour, Michael Sullivan, Henry Green, George -^Vn- 
drews, Charles WiHiamU, Timothy ColCngs, Patrick Bamett, 
Benjamin Broad, Stephen Gaisford. They were severally indicted 
for tioting, destroying, attd btirtiing the Mansion-house, arid se- 
v6fal othef houses iA Qneeri-square. There were several indict^ 
Bieftts a^ftinst each of thd prisoners. The Jury having been sworft, 
Gir^ty, Shook, tad Hickey Were placed forward, andiniMcted for 
pulling down Mr. William Strong's house, ilhd Also for burnhi^ th6 
Staie. 

The ATT'dfcNtv (General,— Getftlemeii of tlie Jury, in detailiti^ 
to you th& case agftinst these prisohei^, it will b^ utteriy impossible 
fct rnc to BriparatR it from th^ chain of e^nt* which {irec^bd it. 
It ftiust Ivo wdl known ttnto you, thW when th6 tearhed R^coWtct" 



40 

entered this city, there was a larg^ mob assemUed for the pqrpow 
of committing: a great personal ou^ge towards him, to his imminent 
danger as w^ aa to the danger of those persons who rentured to 
protect him. This mob continued to be assembled throughout the 
Sunday following, and the consequences of such assemblage, 
gentlemen/ must.be well known to lul of you. Now, gentlemen> 
you will find that when persons of the lowest possible order, without 
any known means of obtaining, a subsistence, are found assembling 
together, and committing these acts of outrage^ we must naturally 
suppose that tihey resorted to the Square, and committed the out- 
rages for the purpose of obtaining ithe plunder which might be 
obtained by such means. Gentlemen, you will find that the Man- 
sion-house was set on fire between 7 and 8 o'clock on the Sunday 
evening ; that it soon burnt down, and that then 'the rioters went 
an from house to house, burning and destroying them, until th^ 
came to the Custom-house, which, as you know, finished that rank 
of houses. You will find by the evidence that Gregory was seen 
there vrith a crow-bar } that he went into the house of Mr. Strong 
with a torch, and very soon afterwards the house was known to be 
on fire, and he, (Gregory,) was then seen with plundered property 
in his possession. The dreadfiil consequences of these outrages, 
gentlemen, have been, that there is lefl a mass of shapeless ruins ; 
that many fiuniHes have been made desolate ; hospitality has been 
shamefiilly outraged, and ^milies completely-ruined. Now, gentle- 
men, with regard to the prisoner Snook, you will find that he has 
been equally active. With respect to Hickey, yoiJi will find him 
personally present, an^ breaking the windows and the shutters, and 
thus assisting the mob ; because you will find that if persons are 
proved to be present, and, by then* presence, aiding and counte- 
tenancing the mob, such evidence is quite sufficient. Gentlemen, 
YOU may be astonished that the persons brought before you should 
be of this grade of society ; but, gentlemen, you will see firom this 
how much respectable men ^ept aloof; you wiU see how much dan- 
ger there was being nC^ar such an assemblage. Gentlemen, ynth 
regard to this case, you will feel that no feelings or other circum- 
stances ought to int^ere with your decision, because it is a duty 
which you owe to society, and which you must conscientiously 
discharge. If you should think the facts which I shall bring before 
you sufficiently confirmatory of each other, as to establish, with 
certainty, the fact of the prisoners having been there desttoying 
and rioting, you are bound in duty to return a verdict of guilty 
accordingly. 

William Charlea Stephens* — Am a searcher, landing and coast 
waiter in the Customs ; know Queen-square ; the north-east corner 
of the Square was the Mansion- houFe ; in the middle of the Square, 
on that side, there is a street called the Avenue ; the Custom-house 
was on the east corner of that street : on the west side was the 
house occupied by Mr. Strong; the buildings on that side of the 
Square were destroyed on Sunday, October 30; Mr. Strong's 
house was burnt late on that n%ht, and continued burning until^ 
about two o^clock in the morning: there was a mob in the Square, 
which continued from the Saturday afternoon to the Monday mora- 
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Mg about 7 o'clock ; the mob tore down the railiogs of t)ie Mansion- 
house and other houses ; the military were in the Square on Satur- 
day nig;ht and Sunday morning ; on Saturday, late at night, the 
windows of the Mansion-house were boarded up ; on Sunday morn- 
ing the mob tore them down again ; on Sunday evening I first saw 
the dres in the ^uare ; the mansion-house was first fired $ there was 
a considerable mob, who were rioting ; they continued burning the 
houses from the mansion-house to the Unstom-house ; the mob went 
into the houses ; thebmates having left them through fear, all tiie 
houses firom ihe mansion-house to the custom-house were destroyed $ 
Mn Strong's house was on fire at about two o'clock, on Monday 
morning ; there were 500 or 600 persons opposite' Mr« Strong's 
house when it was burmng ; the family had quitted the house at 
about half-past eleven,* on Sunday night ; I saw persons from the 
inob enter the house, and in abont ten minutes the house was in 
fiames ; the whole line from Mr. Strong's to the other side of .the 
Sqnare was burnt ; and all the west side of the Square, except two 
houses ; the soldiers aud the inhabitants dispersed the mob on Mon- 
day morning, and until that time, the mob continued burning the 
houses. 

John Attea^ examined by Mr.. Colbridob. — Am a shoe-maker ; 
remember the riots in Bristol; was in the Queen-square that night; 
staid there until two o'clock Monday morning ; knows Mr. Stroogjt 
house ; was opposite that house before it was on fire ; there was not 
a great number of people opposite it ; 1 know Gregory and Snook 
at the bar ; saw both of them there at the door of Mr. StroQjr^s . 
honse'; Snook had a poker in his hand, but Gregory had nothing'; 
the door of the house was shut :. Snook opened it with the poker ; 
they then both went in ; Gregory went up stairs^ opened the win- 
dow and threw out the boxes, papei?, &c. into the street ; Snook 
was down stairs, but I did not see him up stairs ; Gregory then 
came down stairs to Snook, and they came out together ; Gregory 
had two chamber candlesticks, and his bosom was filled with some- 
thing, but I know not what ; he went across to the custom-house, 
and there was a man going along with a table from Mr. Strong's ; 
he stopped the man, and asked him where he was going to ; he 
asked the man if it was a reform table ? the man said yes, ^nd he 
fuflbred him to pass ; Gregory and Snook then took.a kind of torch, 
made. up of rolled paper; it was lit, and carried by these luid 
several others into Mr. Strong's house; several went in, and I saw 
the torch carried upstairs ; both Gregory and Snook went in; the 
house was soon afterwards on fire ; but Gregory and Snook were 
out of the house then ; I saw them come out ; the other persons I 
don't know when they came out; they then went into Mr. Mogg'i 
house ; there was a lock on the door ; it is a wine and spirit ware- 
house ; Snook knocked off the locks of the door with the poker; 
Gregory slanding by on the pavement ; there were padlocks on the 
door ; Snook knocked them off, and said, '* That's the way 1 do 
the business;" in breaking off the second lock, which joined an 
iron bar, he broke the poker, and the lock came off at the same 
time ; Snook pushed the door open, and went in*; those premises 
wore aCt^rwardi burnt ; .have kniown Gr^ory two or three years ; 
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have known Snook about the same time ; am ceirtaip ihey wQr» the 
penons* 

William HiH, — t recoUeet the riots ; was then a j)orter to Mesnrt. 
Bartlett and Mof g, wine and spirit merchants ^ their premisei ad- 
joined "Mr. Strong's; remember the castom house on 'fire ; after ft 
was on fire I aaw ilickey ; it was between .one and two o'clock in ihe 
mominj^ of the 3 1st October ; ^w several men drop from the win- 
dow .of the back part of the custom«hoa3e ; he was one of fhem ; 
he 'then went «nd broke the whole of the panes of glass with hia 
stick, 'and then proceeded "to the front of Strong's tionsot &nA 1 
heard-Ihe ghiss breakin? immediately ; I did not seie him again nntil 
seven -in the morning, fie was then coming from the bottom of the 
Square, and he passed me in the A venae ; can't Rwear he then had 
anything in his biend; be said to me it was dreadful work with them ; 
I said, '«* It is Con,<" that is Cornelins in short ; Bartlett & Mo«;X 
and Mr. Broad'^s lipnseswere on fire at least half an hoar before 
Mr. Strong's; Mogg's and Broad's houses were burning at the 
same time, and When Strong^ls was ^t ou fire aH the three wen 
burning at tlie same iimc. 

JB[y Mickey. — SawHiokey at seven o'clock ; he said to me it waa 
sad work ; no person was with Hickey pn that morning ; there were 
constables present ; did not take him ^i charge because I did not 
wish to take iiim, nor would I, ha J not Mr. Mogg seenbim and 
insisted upon it ; helidd the stic^ in hotli hands. 

Michael Magg»'^ Am a partner with Mr. i3artlett; we rented 
premises in the Square ; waa there when the custom-house was 
on fire^ saw a great number of rioters ; saw Hickey there ; 1 
am certain, and believe I saw Snook there: bad not known 
Hickey before ; 1 first saw him coming in the direction from tlie 
custom-house while it was on fire ; there were other persona 
coming in the same direction : Hickey had a sort of club or 
stick in his liand ; he went to the aide window of Mr. Strong's 
bouse, which was in the Avenue, and immediately demolisbed 
it; I was at that time about four or five yards from bim; he 
then went round to the front of the bouse; I saw Hickey next 
on Tuesday morning, in ISLing-atreet ^ I had bini aj-rested on 
the following week. 

Bif Hickey. — ^Knejir him by the light; on Tuesday morning I 
saw him at the fire engine : did pot apprehend him at the tjme^ 
because my man, as wel) as maojyr ntbcra* were afraid of beiug 
witnesses, it being said thev wouM be marked, 

William Hal, re-cflUfd, — Saw Spopk. ^Iso there that night ; 
s^w him and two pore cpqie to BarUett & Mogg*s premises, 
to the stable where .tbf;y keep the eo^pty bottles ; one of the 
men knocked bpth tbo locI^s off ^ cannot say which of tba 
mep it was s t.hey entered the premises, and I believe Snook 
to.o^ put a hamqier froffi the premises; they then wont to the 
ffdn^ 4por, and lip knocked off the$e looks ; also one of the 
other piep struck in the pan pel of the door with the baminer* 
whicb be tool^ from S|ipok,and put his bead in ; I then ^augbt 
upi tbp hammer, fipd /^^oro, " l( any man dared to go iu I 
would kill him;'' Snook challenged me to fight hixp, but I ^Ould 
not, and they went off. I saw no more of them. 
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By 5noofc.-*Saw Snook with a hammer in his hand *, I saw hua 
afterwards at about ha]f-past two o'clock ; cannot baj wHch knock* 
ed off the locks, because they chajispsd the hammer from hand to 
hand. 

Wm. Earmer, — Am an Attorney ; saw Thomas Giegnry dretted 
in a fustian jacket on the night in question, at Mr. Strong's house ; 
I am certain he is the man ; he had «pmeithing in his shirl^ bixt d^ 
not know what it was ; he was very actiye in and out of the house ; 
I afterwards saw him at another hoase further op in the Square, 
which was afterwards burnt, ^aw a boy vetj much like Soook, 
«Kactly dressed as he now is. 

By the pdsoner Gregory, — Knewliim by his partioular counte-^ 
nance. 

Eliza JVaXkir. — Was in the service of Mr« Strong ; was in the 
house on the 30th October ; my mistress quitted the house ^11 
o'clock, and I and m^ &Uow^serTant«t..l3 o'clock^ locking the 
door, and leaving no one In the House; I left the bousa in A proper 

[This was the case for the Crown.] ■ ■ ^ 

Gregory made no defence. 

Hiekey said, " My lords and gentlemen, if I was gnil^ of this 
charg-e do you thiiJL I should have acted in the mamier I did; I 
heard that there was a charge against me, and I west immediately 
to the turnkey of Bridewell ; I went three times befi>re I could see 
Um ; I then saw him, and asked him if he had any charge against 
me; he said, ''(here was;" I said* '<let ns go then to Mr. 
Evans; I am innocent;" we did go, bat we ponld not find 
him at his house; I then went to him at <he iG^oimcil- House, 
and was then sent to the New Cut ; I saw both the witnesses 
on the Tuesday, why did thejr not charge me th«i? I 
worked fit the engine, in putting out the fires, fimn the 
Monday morning un&l the Wednesday, in wet and cold, and then 
went to the turnkey ; had I been gmlty, would I have dooe so 1 
besides, the witness says I used the bludgeon in both hands i now, 
how could this be, when, on the Saturday night, I was standing 
under a door^way, and was accidentally wocmded by one of the 
soldiers, in the left hand ; I went to the Infirmary, and had mj 
hand dressed, and wore it in a sUng mitil the Monday morning, 
when I went and worked at the engine s I worked day and night, 
in the wet and in the cold, in order to support my tjged mother, 
who depends entirely upon me foe her support. 

Margaret CoUyer, — I know Gregory; saw him three times on 
t^ Sunday night; first, at nearly seven o'clock, at about five mi- 
notes' ¥ralk from his own house, which is in Tyl^s Fields; he vras 
going towards his own home; I saw him again at his' own door, 
and spoke to him, at eleven o'clock at night; it rained haid ; I saw 
him again at twelve o'clock; heVas in Hsown house, aiodwas 
sitting there, and his wife as well; I asked him if he Imew what 
part of Bristol was on fire ; he said he could not teU; I then went 
to my own house, and saw him no more. 

Elisabeth Gttm.-*Know8 Gregory ; saw him at twenty yards from 
his own home> from half-past ten to eleven o'clock tnat nighty I 
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did not see him aftervrards; Tyler's Fields are abovt half a mil» 
jGrom Queen-square. 

fFWiam Pavey, — Know Allen, the first witness ; on Saturday-^ 
about fiye ^eeks before the fire took place, Allen's bed-room win- 
dow was heaved up, and when I went home the children were 
crying inat Mr. Alien's; the children were saying that there was 
some one in his house; T took a ladder and gave them a light ta 
see if tiiere was ; there was no one. On Sunday Mr. Allen said, if 
any thing lay in his power to injure Gregory, n6 would do it; he 
would transport him if he could. On Tuesday, aftar the fires, Mr. 
Allen said, ravey, I saw Gregory down in the Square along with 
a gang with a Ughted torch ; he said he would go and hare him 
taken up. 

Cross-examined by the Attobnet- General.— It was the next 
Tuesday, after the fires. 

John Alien recalled.— Have been examined ; knows Payey ; 
never had any talk with him about Gregory, as I recollect ; never 
said to him I would injure Gregory, ^d, if I could, transport ,1^; 
there was nothing of that natiure ever said ; I did say to him, on 
the Tuesday, I had seen Gregory with a lifted torch. 

Cross-examined bv Gregory. — ^Never told Pavey that I had a 
suspicion of Gregory^ trying to steal my shoes. 

tdw. Tcpiflory Jun.—l assist my &ther, who is engineer to the 
West of England ; saw Hickey on Monday morning after the fire ; 
between seven and eight o'clock, he came to me, and asked if we 
wanted a man ; I said yes, and employed him fl*om. the Monday 
until Wednesday at about one o'clock, and then we did not want 
him any more ; know nothing of his general character. 

Thomas Evans. — Am Governor of Bridewell ; the first time I 
saw t&e prisoner must have been about the 4th or 6th of Nov., at 
the Gaol ; he did not come to me ; I knew there was a charge 
against him, and told Stone to appreh^id him. 

Judge TiitDAL ordered Stone and his wife to be sent for; 
and comm^iced summing up, stating, that he would reserve the 
ease of Hickey until the last. 

The witness. Stone, however, having now arrived, he was ex- 
amined. 

W, StoiM.— Am Turnkey at Bridewell ; first saw Iliokey, when 
of his own accord he came to my house adjoining Bridewell; I 
had previously called at his mother's house, and said I wanted him ; 
when he called, I took him into custody. ^ 

His Lordship then went through the whole of the evidence, 
remarking, with great clearness, upon that which was given by 
Pavey and the other man. You have heard tiiem decidedly con- 
tradict each other; you, however, must judge which of the two 
you believe. , You have seen the men, heard th&i evidence, and 
heir manner of giving it ; you will, therefore, have to discriminate 
between them. You will, however, observe that the witness, 
Harmer also speaks to the identity of Gregory ; he sa3rs he saw 
him in Queen-sq^uare, and on now seeing him again in Court, he 
says he is certam he is the man:, then, there is a witness wha 
fpiaks to his bang at home at twelve p'dock ; this might be rery 
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true — ^fbr he might have been there at twelre o'clock, and he miffh t 
■bo hare b^ in the Sqxiare between one and two o'clock, Wmch 
is the time he is spoken to as ha^g been there. This is the 
Wilde of the eridence^ as regards Grcgfory. Now, with regard to 
Snook, he is spoken of by Mr. Mogg, and also W his porter^ as 
haying been there, and as having vSso knocked on the locks, and 
gone mto the house ( he is also spoken to by Allen : so that with 
the caae of Gregory and Snook you will only have to decide, whe^* 
ther you believe the evidence or hot; because no plea of imbecili^ 
Ib set up by dther dT these prisoners. Now^ the case of Hick^y 
reats npon the testimony of tiie porter to Bartlett and Mogg : he 
81^ be saw him break m the window of Strong's house, and that 
be knew him w(41 ; he is also spoken to b^ Mr. Mogg, who says, 
yon know, in answer to a question from Hickey, as to why he did 
not apprehend him when he first saw him, he did not do so, 
because his man was afraid to give evidence against him. Now, 
in answer to this, Hickey says, b it to be supposed, if I was gmlty 
of this ofiisnce, that I would have gone and worked at the cng^es 
until Wednesday ; and that he went to the turnkey, Stone, and 
asked if thefe was any charge against him ? this certainly was the 
conduct of an honest man, who, instead of absconding, goes for* 
ward to hear if there is any charge against him, and will, of course, 
weigh very much in the &vour of such a person ; but it mi^t also 
be the conduct of a bold man, who was guUty: certainly, it bears 
this inference ; but of this, of course, you will have to judge. You 
will therefore consider the case of aU of them ; and, if you have 
any doubt of the g^uilt of all, or any, or either of them, you will give 
the prisoners the benefit of that doubt, because the prosecutor 
must prove his case; if otherwise, of course, your duty is clear. 

The JiuT) after having retired fi)r a quarter of an hour, returned 
a verdict of Guilty against all the prisoners. 

WUUam Reynolds and Richard Vines were then placed at the bar, 
and indictad for having on. the 30th of October last, rioted, and 
demolished the dwelling-house of the Rev. C. Buck.. 

The Attornet-Genebal in stating the case said :<-;-I believe, 
gentlemen, I can establish beyond the possibility of doubt, the dee* 
truction of this house by the prisoners. This house, it appears, 
stood at the west side of the Square, and you will find that the first 
prisoner, Reynolds, was not omy active in the riot, but that he uttered 

an exclamation, " That he would be d d if he would not have 

down the house of St. Stephen's :" that he led the mob, and that the 
house was destroyed. With regard to the prisoner Vines it will be 
proved that he went into a house, and was seen by his fellow-woik- 
men putting straw on the fire there, and that the other having said 
to him that be was *' hard at it," he replied with an oath, ''To be 
sure I am." 

Rett* C» Buck, — Am a clergyman ; resided in Queen-square, on 
the west side ; it is in the parish of St. Stephen ; it is the Rectory- 
house ; the west side of toe Square is divided by an avenue called 
Princes'-street Avenue ; my house was the next but one to that 
avenue ; I was at home on the Sunday morning ; there was a mob 
in the Square on that day \ I first saw the mob on Sunday at eight 
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o^olock ia tlie moriMng ; I remained atlioias till 4ia]f-past tea> wrbmk 
t wentto-eliurch : ihe mob weie <hea thete; I returned at about 
half-past tluee, and staid a\H>ut £ve miiuites ; did not see it agaia 
until Tuesday morning ; I left the kouae as I iisual^ occupied it, aad 
left twe servants in tM house ; there are rooms only on one aicia of 
the door 4 between my house And the norUi side of the square thtpe 
is no house construrled as my -house was^ nq^ house was destroyed. 

Vaiharme Ma&.^WassennLBtte Mr. Buck at the time of the riots < 
my fellow-servant was m the house with me ; we -went to bed, and 
some rioters <came to the house at about half-^^ two or three o'deok 
on Monday morning ; 4bem were houses baioiog in the same 1&W4 
I saw the pxisonerKieynolds there; I saw him -i^nniag acroas ih* 
Bqnareat about one o'clock on the Suadayy in the day-tieoe; tbew 
was jio viot going on then-i I neift saw hua in the afternoon at a 
quarter to four ; he was 4ben w>ith other persons ; ^ere wet^ not « 
great many persons in tbe^9qoare at that time ; I saw htm agaitt at 
afboiu half- past two er tftureeoVlodL on the Mooday moming: ha 
was in the Square, ia the middle; he was comin* to«?ards my ttiaa* 
ter's bouse irom the Excise Office ; be was hwrraing, and bad a lot 
of boj^s around him ; there is a court before my master's house ; tkej ^ 
came into it ; they spote aad d- ■ — d the b— «-y parsons ; the pn^ 
soner said this ; be then weftt out "of the oourt ; the two prisoien 
then Tveqt away and returned in -about Itn asinulesi; they got iaH 
the house through the window^ w«a thea kfft (he house ; we aiaidlft 
the aquave ; tbe boys that wantinfirst, and more that came afkerwd^ 
whan they had opened the dooi; tkrew bat the fumiCttra> andte 
home was set an ino. • . 

Cross-examined by .fieyno'ds^-^The prisoner, Reynolds, hfed « 
SBK>ok£K)ck, aad seal cap, aad breeches; the same dress waa Worn 
byhim all the time. , ^ 

Jobimm Simk^-^^n sentabl te Mu Buck ; lired in his house 
in Quea»*8quara the night of the liots c it was attacked by th« rioUia 
between two aad dicee o'dook in the meraiag of Monday ; saW 
A^yitoklB there; my fellow-Biivaat showed him to m)ei 1 wses up 
stairs when aha showed him to tae $ Reynolds was in tbe court br- 
fore the honse when siM showed hrim to bm; die aaob were round him ; 
ha wu not ddng any thang at all | tbe mob were pretty quiet then; 
tibia was ia the Aueeoon, «t hal£.past twelve o'clock; I saw him 
aniti ontade of oer door at two or three in the morning ; there were 
^bnty of others outaide the co«rt ; iionses were then burning ; therb 
was a bw brick wait xound the coert ; he wasn't doing aavthingi 
I di^^'t hear him say anything then ; I heani him cheer the mob 
OAce ; ha was then juA by Um cou^; they were breaking in te 
windows of oar house when I left it; this was not long after I heard 
Reynolds cheer the mob ; the mob beat in the windbw-ahatters 
aad .eot into the bonse; we staid in .the house until they had beat in 
the shutters, aad thcA we came out and made fast the dooar ) they got 
ikito the window and went up stairs ; we went into the Square wad 
saw the house set en fiie, but I -de not know who did it; saw (he 
"t^iffnitnie thrown out of the window. 

Ciose^enmiBed by A^^nerd^.— The prisoner had « smock freak 
on and a white hat ; was dressed the same on Monday morning. 
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By the Court .— Am sure he was the maa. 

WtUiam JPm m . Am a night watchman of Temple Ward'; was 
OB dirtjp the Sunday- niji^t of the riots in Tempte-streetaod all rottikt 
the Ward ;. saw- Aeynoldft on Monday morning; bMween'tlHfee eiui' 
foufo-decki id Chnrch-llme ; I fdUtiwed him* Sirough' Chiircb4«nr, 
aiid< there he stopped^;- he-wa»rather'at adistanoefrorn'me-; wbenX 
firrt siMihim he had ahasbeton histshouldier ;* I- asked- biin what he 
had these, and tdd him !< was a watuhman ;. he gacve'iVtd'me, and 
said he did'nt know what was in the basket; but he had'beenr giren 
itia^ the square, and he'bopedtlie'rfght owners would hareit; I did 
nei^take him into dustody ; I knew him well-f he lived' in ihi Great 
Glwdens;- II found in the basket, tabie-linen-, a-lkdy*swoik-bor, and' 
a^sU^er tankard. (The witness here-identified' the tankard which was 
prodlicedv)' 

By the Court . — He had ona smock.fh)d^and*a' Hat ; itwara blkek 
hat ; I think he was sober. 

Bm^amih Bickhyy Esq.r"! Ha^e a* house in^Q.iieen^&quare, a few 
doors finm Mr. Bnck^s fit was burnt dbwn; T left my House at 
tett:o'cl6ck on Snndayni^tT the tankard now-produced wasinine ; 
I only know it by the slume; there was no mark upon it. 

Dunn recalled. — Stated the tfemkard was in a* bag of tH6 de- 
seription produced, but cannot swear- to it; 

Jbkn Scott — I know lUehard* Vines j- he worked with me ihtlie. 
employ of Mt. J(»ne8, Hotwellib;' sew a* great* many people in the 
Square, eariy on tlie Mondhy- morning'^ ttiey were ribtmg; and 
thro wing the things out of the window^^ there Avere four or- five 
houses burning on the side- of- the £iscise«> Office $ went into- a 
house $ did not see any doors' on* the right-hand of the passed;- 
tbeee w«re two doors -on- the4eft*$' there wwe a great many-persons- 
upsteirs; I ^««ent to^the-first'deor'on the lefb hand, and I saw 
lUchardiViJies there, feeding' the- fire-)- the fire wa» on the large 
carpet tn« the middle of the rc^m^ he wtm^ feeding it with b'rc^en 
iumiture, paper, and other 'tUings^ whiehw*ere there; I' said to- 
him,^< Riohaid, you'r doing) it;" be>saift, '^Jdhu^ isthat^you; I 
aoi doing' it, and would not -yon 5'' saiw him throw 'burning* boc^s, 
or something else, intoth^ rbem adjoining^, and'then'Icame 
away* 

Croi»»examined by Fcnas.r-^It was between fear and fi^;ieo>'ol6dc 
ia.tbe morning that I*saw you ^ 1 thinb ib'Waa4n<the second house- 
from the.Ayenue; do not knew whether I' ever, said it wae^halfL 
pasi-five ;. had Jio watch) and'cannot bemure to half an hour. 

Rs-«x•]mned.<-.^K■now. Wm..6ilbert; he -was aloi^ with me«- 

By. KtuMLf— Came from Sfairfhampton, with six otherty out ot 
cunosity,.to Bcethe fires*: left: Shirehampton at aboat'2i>. minutes - 
befijre ithree o'dook ; knew him by- hia* voioe^ : did not see hia iaee 
bofore the- came out ci the dooi ;. looked; at him first through the 
window > do not know what cap he had on. 

HTm* GUbtrt*^! live at Shirehampton^ waaiBQueaii-s^uareon 
tha. Monday morning ; came' with John. Scott. and four more;: 
there weiehonseaor* fire wheOil, got .thera^ . I wenti into laihousa 
in the- Squares. to see whal wasgoingdon thera; SoottweBtin,.be* 
camt ho said he.thoughtheknenr a-^xMingmanitbero; L looked 
into the room nearest the doorj^: there wat: a fire there, in the. 
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middle of the rc<c*in ; I oouV. :>••: ^-e what was l>unun?. there 




ecme out, I wa$ across the r-\id op(K>iie thr hou.<«- ; it was Riehaid 
Vines. I am certain it was iiixn : there was no other person in tiie 
BDom with him ; I suyi.>d in the S^^u&re untU five o'clock ; tiiia 
hoifi« was burning : saw fumitiire thrown out. 

Cross-esamiDi'd by pris^uH-r Vine*. — It was at a little aftpr 
o'clock; it was not four whi-n I saw tou fet^dinr the fire; I 
you in the rv»om, yc>u had a smock-friKrk on. and a c^ with 
to it : there was a deal of sulphur in the rx>m : was the other 
of the road whin you came out ; am $ux\; y<.>u did not come dovrn 
the stairs : the fire was not very hi^. 
By C^'urt.— It was a sinjru- house. 

Bv Pritcner. — Was sobi-r when I went ; cannot say whether I 
said ^Mfoiv the Ju^'aces that 1 saw Vint-s in the hous^^ at 5 o'clock. 
John BohunL — Am a Sailor ; «a> in Queen Square on San- 
day night, 3i>tU of October; know the Prisoner Hichnrd 
Vines; saw him come out of a house in the :>4uare with a 
lighted cifcudle lu his hand, aud he ment into the nest honae; 
it -ras the side of the St^uare b\ the Excise OAice ; the hooift 
he came out of >»as on lire j the house he went into was not 
on tire ; there was a number of people in the Square; when 
be ment and tried to break lue door open, he could not do so* 
and cried out to Ihe people. ** come on,'* and the people did 
SO; the} broke the door open, and went in; I saw him after* 
wards come out aUIi a lookin.; glass in his hand, vhicb he gmve 
to a «iiman; I spt>ke to him; I had known him before; I 
Mid to him. **l(:a\e it off, have nothiaf; to do with it ;** he 
^d, ** it >» as no business of mme,** and told me to*' mind 
q; business, and he would mind his;*' he mcn\ in a^ain, end 
the house was soon on nre ; he carried in the licbted candle 
with him ; ii w.i> on fire in alHiut six or se\en niinutcs after- 
wards, it ui«^ht be more ; saw him no more. 

Crofts-cxauiir.cd b\ Pn*.Mer, Vinis.— It was towards the 
morning:, it mi^ht be two nVlock. it might be more; the 
uuu>e pii>oner came out o! was the hou>o next the Exciae 
Odicej he brought out of the first house a small stick in his 
■n^ JP<^ * lijlhted caudle; there was not ar^ of the mob 
With him i wiini>s was standing opposite «l>o*ut five yards 
from him ; no one was with himi piiMnicr had a white 'frock 
on. It was ^er> olrli : he wtut into the ne\t house : he had 
aolhingon his hfad; I cau-e !wm IVince^ <trcct into the 
>qaare c;2t oi cur.osit^ ; ki.ow him t>ecauNe 1 had seen him 

J»ep4 B%rct —I was in Queen Square with the last witness. 

wween i>ohun and a man ho cailed \ nies, who came out of 
* ■ f-*V*^^^.* i«>oking glass ; 1 dont know the man : Bohom 

L 7.- J **.''?" ^*^ **"" **'''*' *'*^^*"* ^*^"rse of life,-' and 
be said, •• miad * our ow o businexs/* 



No. 6. PRICE THREE HALF-PENCE. 

TRIALS CONTINUED. 



Catharine Skee, recalled. — There is a turnstile in iho 
Square ; they were taking up the stones'ron nd it, and ware a 
part of the mob ; nohced the prisoner Reynolds there ; tha 
cap he had on was a very small brown cap ; it was about 
Three o'clock in the day 

[This closed the case, for the Crown ] 

The prisoners being called* ou fur their defence, ReynoldM 
said, Oent4einen of the Jury, I came into the Square at 
eight o'clock; I went to Red I an d ; I came from (bene and 
went down into the Square after the I4ih Dragoons out of 
curiosity; I was there severaltimcs ; at night a man with a 
white great coat ou asked me my name and where I lived, 
1 told him, and he told me to take the basket, and take care 
of it, and he would call for it on Monday morning ; I did so, 
and went towards home, but was stopped with the basket ; I 
told the watcbmaur where I lived, and ^avo him the basket; on 
the Monday ni^ht, 1 was going up into town, but was stopped 
on the bridge by the soldiers un the Tuesday morning; I was 
taken ; I never went into any geatleman*s house, nor did I 
riot at all ; I am quite innocent. 

Richard Vines said. Gentlemen and my Lords, Sunday about 
two o^clock, I was hauling a vessel up the river ; at about two 
or three o'clock, pulling op a vessel belonging to Capt. James; 
I went to bed at half-past eight o'clock, and remained there 
until the next morning, as my wiiuesscB, if they are here, will 
prove. I am as iunocent as a child just born. 

James Burye^ — Am a butcher, in N icholas- street ; have 
known Reynolds ever sinre he was seven or eight years of age ; 
he has been in my sf>rvice for the last two years; his cl^aracter, 
as far as I have kuowu, has been honest; 1 never knew, any 
thing else of him. 

The prisoner Vines then called witnesses, but none of them 
appearing, Justice Bos ani^uet summed up the evidence, aud 
stated, this was a similar charge to those which they had already- 
heard. ThiH-c could be no doubt of riots having taken place, and 
therefore there was not any occasion of going mto that now against 
these two men ; the evidence might, or not, be equally clear, but 
that will be for your eonsideration. Now it will be necessary for 
you to pay attention to the statements respecting the dress of Rey- 
nolds, in wliich certainly there are some discrepancies ; but it will 
be for you to consider them. With regard to Reynolds, you wil. 
have, first, to consider whether, even if he did hurrah, and use that 
Tiolent expression with respect to Mr. Buck, he was one of tlie 
persons who destroyed the house; and if you should not be satisiied 
of this, then you will have to consider his identity, and taking into 
consideration thedifferent descriptions of his dr«is, whether or not 
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but he does not recognize any one, so that what he says do€% not at 
all affect the prisoner ; you must, therefore, contrast the evidence of 
Furlong with the evidence offered by the prisoner, which states him 
to be in another place at the time ; il is therefore your duty to weigh 
witness against witness ; and the way to do this is to look at the 
consistency with which tho evidence is given ; if it is given fairly 
and consistently and without variation as to facts, then it furnishes 
a very strong presumption of its truth ; on the other hand if it 
varies, and if the witness shifts his ground, then there is a fair pre- 
sumption that it is untrue ; you must consider, therefore, if there is 
any variation in the testimony, and that is a point for your peculiar 
consideration j you will, therefore, have to consider whether the 
prisoner was one who broke into this house, and if you are satisfied 
of this, than you must consider whether you imagine he was forced 
in, and was an unwilling agent or not ; if you should think so, why 
then you will give him the benefit ; I cannot I atn sure further elu- 
cidate this case, because I am confident you will find that it is one 
of those cases which peculiarly comes within the province of a Jury, 
The Jury returned a verdict of Not Guilty, without going out of 
the box. 



SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 18^. 

Before Chief Justice Tindal, and Justice TauNtox. 

George uivdrews, Patrick Berjiard, Benjamin Broad, and Ste- 
phen Gaisford, were put to the bar, charged with burning the 
house of Mr. William Cross. 

The Attorney-General.— Gentleman of the Jury, one of the 
sufferers by the fire is a stationer, named William Ci ^s ; on tho 
.SOth October you will find that great multitudes assembled and 
destroyed his house; that fact is beyond any doubt: — now you 
have before you four prisoners, who were active on this occasion ; 
witnesses will prove that each and all of them were taking part 
in these disturbances ; but few out of the mass of criminals have 
been brought before you, because you know it was impossible to 
apprehend all of such an assemblage, you will therefore have to 
consider the testimony of the respectable witnesses, and to sec 
whether you believe that they are mistaken in the identity of those 
prisoners:— Gentlemen, some of these prisoners, when brought 
befbre the magistrates, stated that they were innocent and were 
elsewhere, now should such evidence be afforded to you, you nail 
consider it with great care, and I am sure justice will be satisfacto- 
rily administered. 

fVm, Cross.— Occupied a house in Queen Square ; on the 30th 
October last, I and my family were in that house on the Sunday 
evening ; remember great outrage during the day ; my house was 
attacked on Monday morning, about two o'clock, the glass was 
broken and the sashes thrown out ; I was standing outside the 
house when the mob first entered, standing close to the front door ; 
they entered by the window^ ; from ten to twenty had entered be- 
fore me ; I entered as soon as I could find an opportunity ; was 
dose enough' to the window to see the mob, but my attention 
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Tras ©c€nj»ed ^ left my brother outside tho mob ; proceeded to the 
parlour ; some went up stsdrs, and I followed them j foupd fire ; 
when I went up stairs, whichwas al5out five minutes after I en- 
tered, the papers I saiv on the stairs burning, were newspapers ; 
as many as would cover eight inches ; did not see the mob carry in 
fire J saw no more till I went up stairs ; it was on the garret stairs 
I saw fire ; had no difficulty in extinguishing the newspapers ; 
no other material damage was done at that time,; the windows - 
were broken ; preserved sonie of my property, by the exertion 
of myself and.servant ; remained np stairs a quarter of an hour ; 
l^went from room to. room ; did not stay long in a room ; went to 
the top of the house first ; was tolerably collected ; was a little 
confused certainly; I beKeve the prisoner Gaisford is the man I 
saw ; am not positive ; I have seen him before ; the impression on 
my mind is that he is the man ; did not observe him more than 
one minute. • ' 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Two workmen assisted me in 
removing goods ; gave one 3s. ; do not know his name. 

Examined by Sergeant Wilde. — Saw Gaisford in the street; 
was not 60 coniuBcdf.bat knew what I was about; endeavoured to 
get in at the firont door ; I and my brother were there ; my ser- 
vant was by tho iron-rails; I resisted, and pushed them away se- 
veral times , the interval between attacking the door and breaking 
the windows, was not many minute.-? ; remained in the parlour five 
minutes ; about twelve entered at that time, others camo and en- 
deavoured to get in, I prevented them ; some of the mob pre- 
ceded mo up stairs ; i went immediately to the top of tho house, 
and returned to my bed-room ; there was then fire in the stair- 
case. 

Hannah Watts, — Was in Mr. Cross's service 30th October ; re- 
inombers his house being attacked ; was in the yard when the mob 
broke in ; Was able to see people in the house ; saw them going in 
at the wi^ow ; saw them take furniture and carry it out of doors ; 
SAW sofod thrown out of the window; after the mob were in ten 
minut€if I weAt into the house and saw Bernard there; had a short 
piece of wood in his hand : he was in the back parlour ; there is 
a chiofc^-pantry behind the back parlour ; saw Bernard there ; did 
not see him do anything ; heard a noise of china falling while he 
was there; no one else was there; did not go in after he came out ; 
^aW George Andrews up stairs ; I was outside the house when I 
tftw him up stairs ; it was after I had seen Bernard, and Andrews 
was throwing things out of the window over the drawing-room ; 
stood and watched him throw things out of the window ; saw no 
more of the prisoner ; stood about the premises outside till it wa^ 
set on fire; stayed outside, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Payxe. — Was in the house half an 
lK)ur ; half an hour after I went out, I saw the house on fire. 

By the Court..— Did not know Andrews before. 

James Berret. — Was in Queen-Square when the burning was 
going on ; there was a great mob there; saw one person breaking 
ijito Mr. Cross's windows ; it was George Andrews ; saw him 
tritb a bludgeon at the second window 4'om the street-door, break- 
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in^ the windows ; no other persons were with him ; did net see 
any afler ; eaw another person with a sledge-hammer, at another 
window ; did not -see prisoner do any thing else. Did not see the 
mob entier the house ; did not see the house on fire ; had bosineei 
to do, and went away, when I had seen the two men. 

Mr. S311TH. — Was in Queen-Square firom ten o'clock till one, 

Martha Davu.— ^Was servant at Mr. Cross's ; was in his house 
when it was attacked by the mob; no person was with me; I was 
in the front court outside the house ; a man came and demanded 
the key of the door ; they then rang the bell furiously ; I told them 
it was no use to ring, no one was in tlie house ; there were a great 
number of persons in the court; they then broke the windows with 
long sticks; saw George Andrews and Patrick Bernard there; 
saw Andrews break the windows with a large stick ; Bernard was 
standing in the court ; I went into the house after the mob had en- 
tered ; the door was open ; I went to the back parlour ; Bernard 
was in the back parlour ; he was standing with a candle in his 
hand ; I s})oke to him ; he was then at the pantry door ; I said to 
him, " I will go in ;" he would not let me ; I said I would, and struck 
him ; he then catched me by the throat, and said, " You shall have 
nothing here,'' and knocked me down on the floor, sensidess ; when 
I recovered, I saw my master standing at the foot of the stairs ; 
saw no more of Bernard afterwards ; heard some one in the china 
pantry, breaking things ; Bernard was standing at the door, with a 
candlo in his hand, holding it up under the beams of the door ; this 
n*as before he struck me ; when recovered I went into the kitchen, 
and returned to the passage ; there were men there ; I asked what 
V.iQy wanted ; they told me they wanted to go up stairs ; I said 
tliey should not ; I drove them aU out of the passage, and shut th« 
door ; I went in the Square for some time ; saw the house on fire 
half an hour aftervs'ards, and remained till the house was burnt 
down. 

Cross-examined, — It was near one when the house was attacked. 

John Manning. — I was opposite Mr. Cross's house, jabout 20 
yards from it when it was burnt ; there were several other houses 
destroyed before in a riotous and tumultuous manner ; there was a 
gi'eat mob, and I saw property thrown out of the windows ; saw 
Mr. Cross's house entered through the window, and three or four 
go in at the window ; saw some of them come out of Mr. Smith's 
door, and then in about ten minutes enter Mr. Cross's window ; 
know Benj. Broad; have known his person five or six months; 
SAW him in Cross's house ; he was one who went in at the window ; 
had seen him before come out of Mr. Smith's, which was on fire ; 
did not see him do any thing ; have known Gaisford by sight and 
by name five or six months ; saw him that night with Broad be- 
tween nine and ten o'clock, and they were not doing any thing ; 
there was burning going on at that time ; saw them afterwards in 
the Square ; they were not doing any thing. I had been there 
about four hours and a half when he came out of Cross's house; 
saw Broad and Gaisford come out of Smith's house together; saw 
Gaisford afterwards at Cross's; saw fire in the house soon after 
they came out ; the windows were broken when they Altered th« 



hooM, I was near the watch-box, about 90 yards from GroM't 
hoose ; there was great violence going on. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Was standing in the same 
place foor honrs and a half; there were 20 or 30 persons standing 
between me and Mr. Cross's! faonse ; I was somewhat more than 
90 yards distant when I saw the prisoners ; there was a crowd all 
the time ; first saw Broad when I exercised my master's horses at 
Poynt's-Pool; had no acquaintance with him; he was standing 
about ; do not know his occupation ; was exercising my master's 
horses almost all the day ; Broad is not always dressed as now, 
but differently. The 30th of Oct. was a dark nig^t, there was no 
«moon ; did not notice whether the gas was out; Broad came out of 
Smith's house, when I first saw him in the Square; it was near 
one o'clock ; I first saw him between nine and ten o'clock, in the 
Dtreet ; do not know what street ; Boon after I first went to th* 
Square, I saw him. 

sMr. Smith. — How do you know the time so precisely. 

Witness. — That's all I have to say. 

Mr. Smith. — No, it is not. 

By the Court, — I know the time, because I left work at nine 
o'clock; when I saw Broad, he was dressed as a sailor; had on a 
square hat, which is a hat fiat on the top of the crown ; he bad the 
hat just cocked on his head; Broad did not usually wear a sailor^a 
dress ; saw him standing about half an hour, then lost sight of 
him ; he was wsJking about, I was standing still. I kept my eyes 
on both the prisoners particularly all the time ; cannot say how 
far they extended the walk ; they walked the whole length of one 
side the Square. There were not great crowds. Cannot say 
whether the Mansion- House was On fire, do not recollect. Saw 
them all the time, for I was walking myself; did not walk with 
them ; sometimes walked another way from them ; lost sight of 
Broad sometimes when 1 turned round: the first time I saw him, 
I saw him about the street. Never went nearer the house than 
20 yards; had not seen Broad for a week or fortnight before this. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Payne. — Had no acquaintance with 
Gaisford ; knew him ; cannot say how many houses I saw on fire ; 
the Custom-house was burning when I got there ; had.been there 
four hours and an half, when Smith's house was on fire; 
did not see any house before Mr. Smith's house ; the first time I saw 
the prisoners they were coining out of Smith's bouse ; saw then enter 
Cross's in about ten minutes afterwards ; they came out in a quarter 
of an hour; it was then on fire ; saw nothing of Gaisford for ten 
minutes or a quarter of an hour afterwards ; did not see him more 
than three times ; he was always with Broad when I saw him ; am 
sure G.aisford was the man I saw ; have always said I was sure of 
it ; know John Crowdel ; talked to him about this ; told him I was 
sure it was Gaisford ; know Oatridge, and talked to Crowdel about 
Oatrid^e and the prisoner Gaisford ; said to Crowdel, ** I am sorry 
I swore to Gaisford, and should not have done it but for Oatridge ;" 
do not recollect that I said I was not sure of Gaisford. 

By die Attorney General. — Have known Crowdel by sight 
for two or Uuree years ; do not know his business ; he came to me 
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in West-street, and I was standing at the door of a public house. 
Mr. Oatridge came after me, and I was obliged to go ; do not re- 
collect saying to him that I was sorry. I had no wish to come but 
for Oatridge ; Oatridge keeps the gaol. I guessed that Gaisford was 
there ; am sure he was ; I have always been so ; I saw Broad 
and Gaisford between nine and ten o'clock ; Broad wore a round 
jacket, with coid down it ; it was like a sailor's jacket, being smooth 
blue cloth. My mnfiter is a horse-dealer, and sometimes he has six 
horses. I exercise them in turn. Crowdel talked to me for half an 
hour ; be told me a good deal, and I was glad to get away from 
him, because he asked me so many things. .» 

AT. Oatridge. — Am governor of Lawford's Gate Gaol. Gaisfonl 
and Broad sometimes wear jackets. Broad wears a round jacket 
sometimes. 1 applied to last witness to ask him lo give evidenct ; 
1 know Crowdel. , 

Wadham Cole. — Was in Queen-square on Sunday night, the 30th! ^ 
Oct. at about two o'clock ; stayed there about an hour ; rememt)^ 
Mr. Lenian's house, and saw it on fire ; saw George Andrews 
there, and be was flinging things out of the window ; have Lnowa 
Andrews for four or five years. 

Edtcard Snook, — Saw George Andrews at Leman*H honsie flinging . 
things out of the window. Mr. Lcman's was the first house burnt 
after the Mansion-bouse. 

This closed the case for the Crown. Andrews handed in a writ- 
ten paper, the purport of which was as follows*. — Gentlemen of the 
.Tury, this is my defence. On the 30th of October last I lived with 
my father and mother. I dined with them on the Sunday, and after 
dinner I heard that the mob had gone to Bridewell, and then went 
down and looked on as did many other persons. I then returned 
home and told the particulars of what I had seen to my fiither and 
mother. About six o'clock I heard that the Mansion- hotise was on 
fire, and I then went down to see it, and there saw several persons 
engaged in throwing furniture out of the window. After this I 
returned home, and had my supper, and went to bed. 1 am as 
innocent, gentlemen, as the child unborn. I have never been used 
to a system of violence and outrage, nor have I ever been guilty 
oi any felony or misdemeanour. I have never before been in gaol, 
and have occasionally been employed by different persons, whom I 
will call, to speak as to my character. I am born of poor but ho- 
nest parents, and 1 cast myself on your mercy, hoping, if you 
have any doubt, you wdll give me the benefit of it. 

The prisoner then called witnesses, who did not appear. 

Bernard said, The charge made against me is false. lie called 
witnesses, but none appeared. 

Broad and Gaisford refused to say any thing. 

Mr. Smith, on the part of Broad, called 

George Leadon, — Was in Queen-square when Cross's house was 
in fiames, but did not see the first attack. I went into the house 
to assist Mr. Cross, by whom I was afterwards rewarded for my 
trouble. The house was not then fired ; assisted in removing somd 
property, and had an opportunity of seeing the persons wha com- 
MUtted the outrage* Can swear Broad was not there^ and must 
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hare seen him if fie had. T have known Broad for iifleen years ; am 
a grave-digger, • and work for different persons. 

Ann Reynotds. — I remember the time of the fire ; am in the ser- 
Tice of Broad ; he is a married man, and I have lived four months 
with him. He lived with his family on a little property ; wks at 
home on Sunday all day ; the prisoner was at home the whole day ; 
recollects a person coming and saying the element seemed to be on 
fire ; the prisoner was at tea with me and his wife. He got up, and 
said, " I believe it is, I'll go and see where the fire is j" he put ou 
his hat and went, and returned at half-past nine, and did not go 
out after; went to bed at ten o'clock ; he came in very wet, stood 
by the fire, pulled off his boots, and said he would go to bed, and 
he went to bed. I locked the firont door, and he and his wife wer» 
in bed at the time ; it was ten o'clock, their lisual hour. I bade them 
good night, and went to bed. The next morning I got up at eight 
o'clock, opened the door as usual, and found the key' where 1 left it ; 
found the prisoner and his wife in bed. 

Cross-examined. — Lived- before at the Grey HorSe ; lodged at 
Broad's mother, the mermaid, Lewin's-mead ; the house is fre- 
quented by men'and women. There are three public rooms in the 
house ; therie are no beds in these rooms ; do not know how many 
there are in the house; slept at Mrs. Hingham's ; that is a house 
where men and women com^ ; they are not bad houses ; I tlo not 
know these houses are' bad houses'; lived with Broad's mother eight 
months. I go to other houses to work. There was nothing said 
about the hour before Broad went to bed ; saw the clock ten mi- 
nutes before I went to bed ; am quite siu-e Broad came home at 
nine ; always lock the street door; was not out afber tea; heard the 
gaol was on fire about six o'clock ; it was after tea the prisoner 
went out alone ; came home alone ; heard of the rioting, but Broad 
did not go out till after tea ; none of the family went out ; a friend 
came in before tea, but ^id not stay long. Broad is a stone-mason, 
but never saw him at work. I know nothing about his property ; 
the whole money 1 get is a shilling a week ; I stayed in the house 
when Broad went out ; heard that the gaol was on fire, and that 
was the first I heard of it. The house where Broad lived was not 
an improper house. 

John Heardt. — Am a labotu-er and a pensioner ; know the pri- 
soner Broad ; he lives in Lewin's-mead ; recollects the night of 
the fire ; was near Broad's door, about six o'clock ; saw the pri- 
soner Broad, at his own door ; asked him where the fire was, and 
he said the New Prison was on fire ; we both went down to Queen's 
Square together, through Prince's-street Bridge ; it was' raining 
very hard ; stood within view of the fire ; the prisoner did nothing, 
but stood by me ; we both stopped three quarters of an hour ; 
when making room for the mob, I lost sight of the prisoner. 

Cross-examined. — Am a pensioner, and never was married. I 
lodge with Ellen Carroll ; it is a house of lodgings ; have been at 
the Council-hoube about money that was lost, by a man in th« 
house ; am generally at home ; he was a man that came there with 
a woman ; stopped but five minutes ; did not commit the robbery^ 
was acquitted of it ; work for a fanner in the counti^ ; worked 
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for Mr. Fowler at thetipoe; Farmer Bennet kept the Anchor ; 
has nine-pence a day pension, for military serrice. 

J$a»c Betirut, — I live in Great George's- street ; am a hatter ; 
know Broad the prisoner ; remember the night of the fire ; saw- 
Broad that night on Gloucester road ; the prison on the Cut wat 
on fire at that time ; it was a quarter before eight o'clock ; the 
prison had been attacked that time ; know Broad well \ he htm 
some houses near the prison ; saw Broad ; he stood in my com- 
pany, with several, others there for five minutes after the dock 
struck nine ; he left me at that time, and went towards his home ; 
know Lewin's-mead; was with Broad firom a quarter before eight 
till nine o'clock ; walked about with him ; stayed there abont an 
hour and a quarter ; there were several in company ; was at homp 
till after ten o'clock ; saw the fire on the New Cut, and heard 
the Bridewell was on fire ; he said he would go home ; 1 saw no 
more of him ; I am a hatter, and work for Mr. Barret ; haive 
known Broad eight or nine years j there was no attack made upon 
any house in that quarter at that time. « 

James Bailey, — Was at the time an officer ; assisted the officers 
after the fire ; know Broad; was at the New Tun when the exami- 
nation was going on ; Hawkins and Maggs were there ; t^ey are 
constables ; Broad came there and said there was some charge, 
he was told, against him, but he knew nothing about it ; he came 
tliere voluntarily ; he said, if I wanted him, I could find him at 
home ; was at Lawford's-gate at the time it was on fire; saw Brosd 
at the comer of Penny weU-road. 

Cross-examined. — There was no officer with Broad ; told Par- 
sons the prisoner was there, and offered himself; I was tdd 
Parsons was not there at the time ; Parsons is a constable ; 1 do a 
little in that way occasionally myself; I don't know that Mr. 
Oatridge was there at the time ; did not tell him any one had been 
to o£Eer themselves ; told Broad to go home ; did not tell Mr. 
Oatridge of it. 

Re-examined. — Did not know what charge was against Broad ; 
he did not know himself, but seemed anxious to know, and was 
ready to deliver himself upi / 

Mr, Cross recalled. — Some persons helped me to remove my goods 
at my desire. I knew them before ; several offered, and I refused 
them ; never asked a stranger to assist, nor did 1 desire those who 
assisted to come and be paid. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Saw the persons who entered 
my house ; pniJ a man three shillings for helping to remove my 
things ; did not know him at the former examination ; am satisfied 
tltat Leadon was there at the time, for he carried the box. I be« 
lieve jno other person made an application to carry the box beside 
him ; was busy in the house giving directions as to the removal of 
my prpperty ; the house was in a state of very great confusion. 

Mr, Oatridge recalled. — Was in attendance the day Broad called 
called at the New Inn ; was there to take informations ; continued 
during the magistrates' stay there ; never heard Broad came there 
to give himself up. 

Jokn Crowl^, — Know Gaisford the prisoner ; remiember the 
riots ; saw Gaisford in the evening of that day ; we were at the 
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Albion, in PrinceVstreei ; itopped there three hours; we»went 
away together; went to the Albion together; Gaisford did not 
leav« during the time we were at the Albion in my company ; left 
it between nine and ten ; went to the tpp of Prince's- street ; he 
went with roe, and 1 lost him there; I went home, and saw him 
aboot half-pa.«t twelve at my own door. I heard 8t. Philip's clock 
stnke twelve when he came in ; I live in Tower-hill ; that* s half-a- 
niile from the Square ; I saw him again the next morning when he 
got Txp^ after ten o'clock ; could not go out of the house without 
naj knowing* of it, because I sleep down stairs, and he could not 
get out because the door was locked inside ; there was a back door^ 
and I am ceilain he did not get out there. Know John Manning, 
and hav^e known him for two years ; had some conversation witk 
him respecting the prisoner ; he asked if I knew Gaisford and 
Broad were s^en up ; he said they were, and that he had to appear 
ag^nst them, and that he was sorry for it ; he said, but that for 

theb y Oatridge outside the gate, he would not have to swear - 

against them. He said he could not positively swear to them. 

Cross-examined. — Gaisford came to me that night and asked if [ 
had abed for him, at half-past twelve ; don't know where he generally 
lodges ; he slept at my house a^out a fortnight before ; Ite paid four 
pence for his bed; I locked the do^ myself that night; left tha 
key in the door; he slept in the first story ; he could not come out 
withoitt my knowing it ; the foot of my bed is near the door ; thera 
is a back door to the house ; I bolted it at twelve myself ; 1 then 
came in ; was not at the Square, nor at Lawford's Gate that night ; 
Mrs. Gaisford never told me to go to her son ; was never offered any 
money ; I am a brush-maker ; I am out of employ ; I lived inside 
the walls of Lawford's Gaol on suspicion ; remained there thirteen 
days; I was tried at Gloucester and was acquitted ; have not sees 
the inside of that prison since, but have been in the prison on the 
Cut ; been in several times for rowtf ; never kept account of it ; 
it was for nothing more than an assault ; I was taken up at Bath 
about four or live weeks after the riots here ; my wife is here ; se- 
veral.live in the house besides roe and my wife; it is a lodging house ; 
1: believe tliere was another person slept in the room with roe and 
my wife ; I had this conversation with Manning shortly after the 
riots ; never was committed as a reputed thief; was never tried with 
Gaisford for theiving ; knows the inside of Bridewell ; was confined 
there several times; I was committed for three months to hard 
Ubour, and before that, for six. 

By the Court, — Know it was for rioting they were taken up. 

Maria ^ou>«.— Know the prisoner Gaisibrd ; was with liim at 
the Albion; about six o'clock, I first saw him ; I stayed there all 
the evening; did not see them go away; I believe I left thein 
there ; I went when the row in the house began. 

Catherine Crowley , wife of John Crowley. — Remember the 
night of the riots ; saw Gaisford about eleven or twelve o'clock 
that night ; he slept in the house that night ;. I have two beds be- 
side my own ; there are two beds in each room ; there ia only one 
bed in the room where I sleep ; there were above three in tli« 
house tliat nig.t, besides the prisoner ; the others went to bed 
btfforij Gaisford c; me in ) my hushcnd came in at half-past ten; 
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»aw Gaidford next morning^ at break&st ; he could not go out with- 
out my hearing him. 

Cross-examined. — Both doors were bolted ; the bed-room was 
not l)oltcd ; the door was locked but the key was in it ; no peraon 
eould unlock it without my hearing it ; I sleep very light ; I and 
my husband slept in that room ; no stranger at all ; Gaisford came 
iu between eleven and twelve ; I do not ask people where thcnr * 
lodged before ; no person slept with Gaisford ; he paid 4d. for his 
bed ; my little hoy went to I)ed at eleven ; I was up before any of 
ray lodgers went out the next morning ; they must come through 
my parlour to get out, and could not come out without my seeing 
them ; my husband did not know these men slept in the houss 
till next morning ; no one slept with Gaisford, I bkievo> but am 
not sure. 

By the Court. — My husband must have known that three other 
^oung men slept in the same room with Gaisford ; there were two 
bods in each room. 

[It being intimated to their Lordships that some witnesses in be- 
half of Andrews had arrived, they, were directed to b^ sworn.] 

Richard Hunt, — By the Court.— > Know the prisoner Andrews ; ' 
he was in ray service ; 1 have trusted him with money and always 
found him honest. >■ 

Joseph Nash, — Andrews was in my employment six months ; 
I knew he was with Mr. Hunt before ; I found him always honesl 
while he was with me, 

WUliam Day. — Am Clerk to the Magistrates ; was present 
when Broad was brought before them ; he was examined, and tha 
account of his examination was taken down ; the Toll-houses ara 
upon Princess-street bridge, from wliich the New Prison can \m 
«aen. 

The Lord Chief Justice then commenced summing up. — 
Gentlemen of the Jury, the prisoners at the bar are indicted for 
feloniously assembling together, and demolishing the house of Mr. 
Cross J if you Ijelieve the evidence that they did desfroy tliis house, 
or that they aided and assisted in doing so, it will then be your 
duty to find them guilty j if, on the other hand, you do not believa 
it, you will acquit thera : the evidence in this case shows that the 
the prisoners were, in some way assisting in the destruction of this 
house. His Lordship then went tlirough the evidence, comment- 
ing upon it very ably. You have to determine as to whether the 
prisoners formed component parts of a riotous mob, or were, 
attracted to the spot by an idle curiosity, which, although it may 
lead to dangerous results, it is natural to indulge ; and your verdict 
will be accordingly. 

The Jury before they retired, had the witness Hearle re-called 
and examined. 

Hearle. — Do not know what dress Broad wore that night ; 
believe it was a sailor's jacket and trousers. 

The Jury then retired, and after half an hour's absence, 
returned a verdict of Guilty, agednst Andreua) Broad, Bernard, 
and GuiiJ'ord. 
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THE COURT IN ST. GEORGE'S CHAPEL. 



This morning' at 9 o'clock. Sir J. B. Bosanquet sat in this Court? 

J. C. Lewis, Esq. was indicted upon the pi-^entment of the 
Coroner's Inquest ror the Manslaug^hter of a boy named James 
Morris. 

Mr. Ball, stated the case. 
• WUliam Waits. — Am a labourer, reacBng in Temple-tftreet ^ 
Thomas Morris is my son-in-law ; I married his mQther ; he was 
ten years of age; about four feet high.; worked at the Bristol pot- 
tery in October last ; left his father's house about twenbr minutesir 
dfter seven in the morning ; was not out on the night before ; next 
time I saw him was at the Bristol Infirmary ; gave evidence before 
the Coroner. 

Cross-examined by Counsellor Campbell.— Brought the indict* 
ment against Lewis 5 did employ the Attorney; do not know 
Palmer, the Attorney, in London ; never saw him in all my life ; 
saw his clerk Edmonds when they were sitting on the body ; I 
asked him to take it in hand ; he did not apply to me first ; he 
spoke to me concerning it ^ I do not know how Edmonds happened 
to be in Bristol ; I never saw him before ; when I spoke to him he 
did not say he was an Attorney's clerk ; he spoke to me first in 
the passage of the Dolphin, where the Coroner's Inquest was ; it 
was there where he first spoke to me- and mentioned the name of 
Palmer ; heard he would tsike it in hand for me ; I never saw him in 
all my life ; never supplied him with any money, nor did I send 
for him to come down to this assize ; I gave the first directions for 
the indictment to be sent before the Grand Jury; I appeared 
as prosecutor in the two bills before the Grand Jury. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ball. — Heard of Palmer at the inquest ; 
had heard of Palmer before, and had heard that Mr. Edmonds was 
his clerk ; Edmonds attended before the inquest ; Daniels appeared 
there on the part of Captain Lewis. 

fViUiam Hoof. — I was on the Back on the 31st of October last. 
Am a pig butcher. I was about five yards from the boy, and about 
two yaro^ fi-om the avenue; the avenue is about 14 yards long and 
1 wide ; there is a pavement there. I heard the report of a pistol^ 
and turned round and silw the boy fall. He was on the side nearest 
to Bristol-bridge, that is the North side. I saw the boy fall; there 
were not more than four or five persons in the avenue at that time. 
I saw two boys pick up the little boy ; there was a woman and a 
man on the odier side. I could not see entirely through the avenue. 
I ran to the boy, and saw the ball had gone through his side. I 
stood and saw the gentleman run away ; I mean the prisoner ; and 
a man j umped on his back. It was a horse pistol. The constable* 
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w^nt up and spoke to the first man; he said, *' Go into the square." 
Did not see Captain Lewis point the pistol at either of them; he 
might easily have shot the man ; there were a few men on the 
Grove. 

Henry Haynes, — I am son to the witness James Haynes ; went 
vnih him to the Square, on the 31st October last ; had a stick in 
Toj hand ; was in the Square when the pistol was fired ; I heard 
it, and then ran down to the avenue leading from the Square to 
the Grove ; we went immediately ; there were thirty or forty of 
US ; I saw two persons strUdng the prisoner at the bar, over the 
head ; he had been on the groundj; when he arose, theyusked him 
what he had shot the boy for ; he said he had been insulted, and 
had done it in his own defence ; there was not the least riot there ; 
I afterwards saw Captain Lewis pull down the pan of the pistol> 
half-cock it, and prepare to re-load it ; some persons tried to take 
it from him, but I don't know whether they did ; I saw the boy ; 
he was sitting down. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell. — We could see down the 
avenue where the pistol was fired ; we had dispersed the few per- 
aons who were in the Square ; there was only one man who was 
reluctant to go ; don*t recollect a man in a smock frock ; there 
were several houses in Prince's-street on fire ; did not see more 
than one pistol ; I saw him ramming it ; never saw a second pistol ; 
don't know that I saw any dirt upon his face ; Lewis went off, 
loading the pistol against the wall ; was not in the Square again 
that day ; was in Prince's- street again about ten o'clock ; houses 
were burning; Prince's-street is towards the Quay. 

Re-examined. — When the pistol was fired there was no rioting 
either in Prince's-street or the Square. 

Robert fVithers. — I live in Merchant-street ; am a carpenter J I 
went into the Square about seven o'clock ; I had a mop-stick with 
me ; went to the Grove- avenue, when I heard the pistol fired; I saw 
a boy ; the blood running through his waistcoat ; he was standing 
held up by another boy at the bottom of the avenue ; a gentleman 
said he had done it in his own defence. 

Thomas Simmons. — I live in Temple-street; am a potter; knew 
the little boy ; he worked at the pottery ; the pottery was closed on 
Monday ; was in the Square between eight and nine o'clock; I went 
across tbe Square to go through the Avenue, I entered the Avenue, 
and saw the boy shot ; I stood alongside the boy ; there was no 
riot there ; I was in the Avenue when the pistol was fired ; there 
were not many persons there. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell.— Saw the people turned out 
of the Square. 

John Angle. — I am a butcher, residing at No. 4, New 'Street ; I 
was in the Avenue ; going into the Square ; shewing my little boy 
what had happened, as a caution ; I saw a man called Capt. Lewis 
there ; he pushed a man with his left hand, and told him to go, and 
said if he did not go he would make him; then he drew out 8 
pistol and fired ; and I saw the boy drop ; I did not see any blow 
Vtrock 3 if any had been struck, I must have seen it; the gentkonnin 
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had a drab coat on ; before the pistol was fired, there was no blood 
or dirt on Capt. Lewis's &ce ; after he fired, he went away to the 
right hand side of the Avenue ; we went home as fast as we could • 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell.— Saw dirt on Capt. Lewis's 
ikce after the job was over ; saw no one el^e come up when Capt. 
Lewis was driving the man out $ didn't hear another man say, '* I'll 
be d — d if I go for thee ;*' if he, Capt. Lewis, had aimed at the 
man he must have fihot him ; it seemed to be aimed at some one^ 
because it killed the boy. 

Edtcard Eaton, examined by Mr. Campbell. — I was behind tho 
boy wbo was shot when the pistol went off; saw a dispute between 
Capt. Lewis and another man. * 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ball. — He said he fired in his own de- 
fence. 

James Simbons, — Am a confectioner ; I live in the Great Gar- 
dens ; was in the Square on the morning in question ; passed through 
the Square $ heard report of a pistol ; went down the Avenue; saw 
Capt. Lewis there; there were persons about him; the constables 
came after; the men I saw had him on the ground, endeavouring 
to take the pistol from him ; there was no rioting either in King- 
street or the Square, or in the Avenue. 

Cross*examined by Mr. Campbell. — About ten minutes before 
I had been in King-street; I only saw one young man turned out 
of the Square ; before the pistol went off I saw Capt. Lewis and a 
young man in a smook frock together; I heard no conversation 
whatever. 

William F, Moi^an. — t am House- Apothecary to the Bristol 
Infirmary; on 3lst of October, a boy named James Morris, 
was brought there with a pistol wound ; he died on the Tuesday, at 
five o'clock ; the ball bad passed through the bowels, and came to 
the back. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell. — The ball passed obliquely 
upwards; ^rid must either have rebounded fi-om the ground, or 
from a bone it struck against ; I think the former more probable. 

Re-examined. — The wound was circular, and even in all its 
parts ; the edges turned inwards, towards the body ; I extracted 
the ball ; it was an ordinary pistol ball ; and 1 saw no indentation 
upon it. 

John Watts recalled. — Was at the Infirmary; saw the boy there 
shortly before his death. He died between four and five o'clock, on 
the Tuesday ; he was sensible to the last minute, and knew that he 
should die. I said to him, ** My child, how came you to go there ;" 
he said, *' There was no row at all, father, it was very quiet, and a 
man pulled out a thing and shot me." 

Morgan recalled. — About two hours before bis death, the boy 
said, he believed he had been shot by a constable, in a mistake, 
and that the shot had not bpen intended for him, but for a man. 

This closed the case for the prosecution. Capt. Lewis having 
been called on for his defence, partly read and partly delivered the 
following : — May it please your lordship and gentlemen of the Jury : 
After having defended the public peace, by every means in my 
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power, and assisted in saving this city from plunder and destme- 
tion, I stand at this bar arraigned for a crime of which I am 
innocent ; upon your verdict of guilty or not guilty, will depend, 
whether, when the Judge had been insulted in the high judicial exer- 
cise of his authority, and driven from the city; when all the gaols had 
been burnt ; the bishop's palace, and the house of your chief ma- 
gistrate destroyed ; the riot continuing unsubdued j whether I have 
transgressed the law in having defended myself. I ask a verdict 
of not guilty, only from your calm and deUberate judgment. I 
only ask it, if you consider I have not at all transgressed the law. 
I ^nll therefore enter into a short narrative of the circumstances 
which preceded this unhappy event. I am a native of your city, 
and have dwelled among you during my youth. I afterwards 
joined the army, and served in North America, and in the cam- 
paigns of the Peninsula. I have been in various engagements ; if 
it were necessary, I could produce testimonials highly flattering to- 
my character, from the Generals I have served under ; but it is 
not needful. At the return of peace, I came here to my native 
city, and have resided for the last 15 years among you, you can 
judge of what my conduct has been, in Dec. 1830, ] was sworn 
in a special constable by the magistrates, great riots having been 
apprehended. In October last, I went out of town to attend upon 
the Grand Jury of a neighbouring county, and 1 returned on 
the day of Sir Charles Wetherell's entry. I took no part that day 
in the proceedings, either as a special constable or otherwise ; on 
the following morning, as is always my custom, I went to the 
Cathedral ; on my road thither, I heard the firing of a volley of 
musketry, and saw the 14th Dragoons riding sharply up into the 
Collie Green. I thought it prudent to return towards my 
home, and went to the Commercial Rooms, where I saw a notice, 
that the magistrates required the citizens to aid them in suppress- 
ing the riot. I went afterwards with a party headed by Mr. Alder- 
man George Hilhouse, who said they were going to the Square, to 
try by persuasion to prevail with the mob to go to their homes. 
1 also saw a notice, that Sir C. Wetherell had left the city. I 
went with a party to the Square, we were unarmed, and then it 
was I first saw the devastation of the previous night. I afterwards 
went to the gaol, with a party headed by Mr. Alderman Abraham 
Hilhouse, and I believe Alderman Savage ; we were knocked down 
hy the mob, and being without staves, we, the special constables, 
were powerless, and I was glad to get away ; there were never, I 
must remark, any staves given to the special constables of the parish 
in which I reside, I went afterwards to the bishop's palace, and assisted 
some others in repulsing the mob ; afterwards there was a cry that they 
were burning in the Square. I went there, but I did not leave the 
Palace until it was in flames ; I went to the Square, and having 
been knocked down, and ill-treated, and having no stave, I 
returned to my home exhausted, and lay in my clothes upon the 
bed ; I was summoned in the morning by a city officer, to aid the 
magistrates; and I went to the Guildhall, having placed my 
pistols in the breat pocket of my coat j and I declare upon my honour 
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that I never meant to nae them offenmyely, but armed myself 
sul^ for my own defence ; at the Council House, T saw Alderman 
G. Hilhouse, and I asked him, if arms might be used, he said, 
th^ were determined to act vigorously, and if you are resisted, 
Ufle any arms to defend yourselves in the best way you can. I re- 
marked to a gentleman who was by, that this was the most ener- 
getic answer I had heard from the Magistrates, and that unless 
there was energy, the mob could not be resisted. We went to 
the Square, and found it still burning, one scene of dreadful irre- 
mediable ruin ; men were lying about dead in all directions ; and 
others dead drunk- A party of the 3rd Dragoons, ten or twelve in 
number, were sitting quietly on their horses i the 14th had not 
then returned to the city ; this was about half-past seven in the 
morning. I saw the constables driving persons out of the Square. 
I joined them, and assisted in driving the people out of the Square, 
having no stave all this time. When I was in the avenue, I saw a 
man who was trying to re-enter the Square ; I begged him to go, 
but he would not, and others joined him; and I received a violent 
blow on my temple. I told them, I was a special constable \ they 

said, it was &lse ; and one said, he be d d if he would go ; he 

then collared me. I drew out a pistol from my breast, intending 
to frighten him. I was instantly struck yiolenUy on my arm, and 
the pistol went off, and shot the boy. I declare I had no inten- 
tion of shooting anybody. I was much shocked when I found that 
an innocent youth was shot. I went towards the boy ; as I was 
going, I was struck down, and upon persons saying, I had a second 
pistol, I endeavoured to unload it, and gave it up. I would not 
nave shot an innocent boy. Is it possible that you can think so ? 
I declare upon the honour of a man and of a soldier, that I only 
acted in my own defence, considering my life in danger, as well I 
might, when I was in the grasp of one of the rioters, aided by others. 
Hsul I wished to have shot the man, could I not have done so ? 
Was he not within my reach 1 Certainly I could! 1 never would have 
shot an innocent sufferer I never saw before. I feel an anguish I 
cannot describe, at this unfortunate act ; but it is some consolation 
to me, that it occurred in the defence of the law, and not in breaking 
it. I cannot here refrain from remarking, that the prosecutor ia 
this case is not the father of the boy, and I eannot conceive what 
fssai have been his motive for preferring a bill before the Grand Jury 
against me for murder ; and when that was returned not true, he 
preferred another for man-slaughter, I know nothing of the law. 
Out I declare to you, that were 1 before the Searcher of all hearts, 
where all designs are known, arraigned before His awful bar, I 
should be conscious of my innocence. Gentlemen, my fate is in 
your hands ; your verdict of guilty will incarcerate me in a dungeon, 
but I rely confidently upon that honourable acquittal, which will re- 
store me to society, and to the bosom of my family, who must be 
wretched while this charge remains against me. 

J» George, Esq, — Am an alderman ; swore in Capt. Lewis a spe- 
cial constable ; there were great riots in this city in October ; 1 swore 
in special constables in the week preceding the riots ; I saw Capt. 
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Lewis in Ibe Commercial-roonm on Sunday and Monday morning^ ; 
1 went there to ask the assistance of the gentlemen ; I was present 
when the riot act was read; I believe it was read three times ; I do 
not remember Capt. Lewis asking me if he may carry anus i there 
was great confusion. 

George Ililhouse^ Esq. — Am an alderman of this city; I was 
in the Gaildhall, October 31 ; was at the Council-house on Monday 
morning ; saw Capt. Lewis there ; there were several other gentle- 
men with him ; I went to them, and they asked what they should 
arm themselves with ; I said, "Arm yourselves the best way yon can, 
with pistols or anything else, and go to the Square ;'* do not remem^ 
ber his asking me whether he might use his pistols. 

jibraham Hithouse, Esq, ^^ Am an alderman; I was present 
when the riot act was read ; read it three times on Sunday morning; 
hofises in the Square were set on fire Sunday night ; the riots con- 
tinued until Monday morning; was in Queen-square Monday morn- 
ing early ; the riots were going on ; stayed there till eight o'clock ; 
when I left, the Square was not quiet ; there were riots in Prinoe's- 
street about eight o'clock ; could not go direct to the Square in con- 
sequence ', there were two engines which wanted to come in but they 
would not let them; Colonel Brereton sent four dragoons who 
cleared the entrance, and the firemen came in ; detached parties of 
riotors were in the Square ; I had summoned the citizens to assist ; 
I went on Sunday morning with the mayor, and called on persons 
to come in the king's name and assist the magistrates ; said they 
might come with any amis they could get ; I think if a constable had 
been a marked man, he would have been in danger from the mob; 
I left the Council-house early Monday morning ; alderman Goldney 
accompanied me ; there were fires in Prince's-street ; when I left 
the Square there were no acts of violence ; possibly I should not 
have left the Square if there had been serious rioting ; many of the 
mob were dmnk and furious ; it would have been desirable to have 
dispersed the detached parties of rioters ; I was in the Square in 
the course of the morning ; saw the soldiers charge near the Coun- 
cil-house ; there were very few constables in the Square when I 
left. 

John Lee Harwood examined. — I have the charge of the float- 
ing chapel ; that vessel is nearly opposite the grove ; I sleep on 
board ; I attempted to go into Queen-square between eight and 
nine o'clock on Monday; went to the corner of Grove Avenue; 
observed a man behaving in a very riotous manner, was making use 
of very abusive language; said with many oaths that, '* If they 
were all of my mind they would not be put out of the Sqaare ;" I 
stopped, and was about to return to the ship ; I thout^ht it was bad 
company, "and that I had better be at home ; I then observed a tall 
gentleman walking a man out of the Avenue ; he was desiring him to 
go, and the man was walking before him; the man said he wasdoing 
DO harm j the gentleman said *' You'll do no harm by going j" by that 
time they had arrived at the corner where the man stood ; the first 
man 1 mentioned took hold of the other, and said, ** He should not be 
pat i\xi ;" he then camein contact with Capt. Lewis, and tbdy wera 
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all three toother; ihe first mamcaiiglit hold of Captain; Leivis with 
both his hands ; Captain Lewis had his hand on his collar to keep 
him off; that man still continu^ to hold Captain. Lewis by the col- 
lar ; Caipt. Lewis then drew a pisjtol from his bosom ; the man still 
had hold of Lewis; I lost sight of the, second man ; I next saw 
Capt. Lewis draw the pistol which went off instantly ; there did 
not appear to have been any men taken ; the going off of. the pistol 
appeared accidental; Capt. Lewis was in danger; both men forced 
their way by Capt. Lewis in the Square ; there was a cons(;able at 
the other comer of the Avenue, nearest the Grove •, there w^jpe 
suspicious-looking men about the Quay. 

Cross-examined. — The floating chapel is sixty pace? from the 
Avenue j I was in the charge with two others of the chapel that 
night; another man was with me ; I did not speak when the boy 
was shot; I saw the first man run after Capt. Lewis, and strike him 
in the neck, and hit his hat off; I was examined before the cpro«^ 
ner's jury. 

By Mr. Campbell. — T was close to the men^ and heard their 
conversation ; I saw the first man collar Capt. Lewis. 

Jane Morgan, — I am the wife of Thomas Morgan. 1 was- 
near Queen- Square on Monday morning ; my son was with me ; I 
looked up Grove- Avenue, and saw people there ; I saw a man in a 
drab coat endeavouring to make another man come down the 
Avenue 'towards the Grove. They continued pushing each other 
about as people do when they are fighting; the man had hold of 
the gentleman by the collar. I heard the pistol go off ; the man 
had the gentleman by the collar before the pistol went off; there 
were three men and women at the corner of the Avenue, near the 
Grove ; heard one man say to some others, " If either of you wiU 
go with me, I will go and settle that fellow, for serying oat the 
man." 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ball. — I live in Charles-street (. was 
very near when the boy was shot; did not appear before the coror 
ner's jury. 

George Morgan, — Am 17 years of age ; am son of last witness : 
went with my mother on the Slst of Oct. last : recollect qoraing 
opposite Grove- Avenue ; saw a gentleman in a great coat ; one 
man had hold of his collar, observed them struggling, and heard 
the pistol go off; saw the man collar the genUeman before the 
pistol went off; saw six or seven people in the Avenue. I did not 
go before the coroner. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ball. - Was close by my mother ; did 
not hear her examination; did not see one constable in the avenue; 
did not goto the Dolphin during the inquest ; the man had hold of 
the genUeman veith lus left hand ; they were wrestling; heard no- 
thing pass between them. 

. James Sangar. — I am a cabinet-maker, and was on the Grov;e on 
Monday, Oct. 3l8t, opposite the South Avenue ) did not stop until 
the pistol went off. Saw Captain Lewis ; he was making very great 
exertion to clear the avenue ; one man appeared very obstinate. 
Mr. Lewis said, <* Yoa must and shall go away, for I am a consta* 
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man was dressed in a long black coat and breeches. Cannot tell 
how long the persons continued here, because my mistress called 
me. 

H, Day. — Am an attorney ; did not see the prisoner when he 
was apprehended, but saw him a few days after his hands were 
examined ; there was the appearance of a recent bum. Mr. Ford 
mentioned the circumstance, and he was ordered to show his 
hands. 

Cross-examined by prisoner. — Saw the burn in his hand. 

The prisoner, in his defence, said that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
over us all, and he b my witness that I was not there. 

Sir Bernard Bosanquet then summed up the evidence in a 
Y&ry clear and perspicuous manner ; after which, one of the Jurors 
asked Mr. Ford whether he had any doubt as to the identity of the 
person who picked up the first fire-brand : Mr. Ford said he had 
not ; he was sure it was the prisoner. 

The Jury, after five minutes' consideration, returned a verdict 
of Guilty ; but recommended the prisoner to mercy, on account of 
his apparent ignorance. 



MONDAY, JANUARY 9. 

The Court assembled at nine o'clock, when, Judge Taunton* 
took his seat on the bench. 

Cherries Williams was indicted for demolishing the house of 
Thomas Webb, on the 30th of October. He pleaded. Not Guilty. 

The Jury having been sworn, Mr. Sergeant Wilde stated the 
case. Gentlemen of the Jury, you have been so well apprized of 
the circumstances of the case on which you are about to enter, that 
I have little more to do than simply to state to you the case before 
you. You are well aware that on the 30th of October there was a 
riotous mob in Queen-square, and that the house of Mr. Webb, 
which is the fourth from the Mansion-house, was destroyed. It 
will appear that the prisoner first went to the house, to offer his 
aervices to remove the furniture j but the time was such, that no 
prudent person could admit a stranger. It will be found that, the 
prisoner, with another person, then battered in the windows and 
the door, breaking the shutters of the house ; and that the house was 
afterwards destroyed ; thus forming a part of the riotous and tu- 
multuous mob ; and that he was particularly active. These are 
the circumstances which \^nll be detailed to you ; but however it 
may be, X am quite certain that in your handls it will be properly 
decided. 

George Blackborough, by Mr. Coleridge.— On Sunday, the 
30th of October, I was in the employ of Mr. Webb ; he had a house 
in Queen-square j his name is Thomas, and he is a wine and spirit 
merchant. His house is the same side as the Mansion-house; it 
was four doors from the JVf ansion-house. I Was on the premises oh 
the Sunday evening, about -ten or eleven o'clock; there was a riot, 
and burnings had then donunenced. I remember the door bell 
being rang ; went and opened the door; there was one person on 
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-the step9 and a great many outside ; he had a cane, which appeared 
to be a footman's cane^ in his hand. He told me to remove my 
goods ; I said we would attend to that inside. He said, ** I wiU 
come in and help you." I refused him ; closed the door, and locked 
it. On my return through the passage, I heard the windows 
breaking; could not, at that time, tell which room t hey belonged 
to ; I afterwards saw it was the hall window. I then went into the 
warehouse, at the back part of the premises, where some people 
were, who were assisting. The person who rung the bell I be^ere 
to be the prisoner, but cannot swear it. T did not see the prisoner 
until the Thnrsday after ; I then said I believed him to be the per- 
son. When I came back from the warehouse, the street door was 
open, and the hall window and the shutters broken, the shutters 
having been closed and barred. There were two persons in the 
hall, one that I did not know, and one T did ; the one I knew was a 
young man, named Wilcox, who two years back had been in Webb's 
employ. The one I did not know said he had drank part of sixty 
bottles of wine that day, and that he had another in his pocket. 
There were a great number of people in .the square, and in the 
road. There was a little court b^ore the house ; do not know 
whether there were any persons there. I stayed in the house from 
the time of my answering the door, about twenty minutes. I left 
the house the back way, through the warehouse; the house was 
aftifflrwards burnt down ; it had not been set fire to when I quitted it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Payne. — Had been in the house the 
whole day, from three o'clock in the morning, except about an 
hour and a half. Cannot say how many persons were in the house 
when the bell rang ; but Mr. Webb's brother was there ; after he 
had refused accepting the prisoner's offer of services, I did not see 
him again. I saw no other persons in the house, except the two 1 
have mentioned. After I saw the two persons in the hall, I 
retreated in about ten minutes. 

Jc^n Shoardy by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. — Was in Queen-square on 
the evening of Sunday, October 30. Know Mr. Webb's house ; 
there were two persons close up to the door; they knocked at the 
door with a cane. I afterwards observed them, so as to know one 
of them ; he was fhe prisoner. They both used the cane as a bat- 
tering-ram. Can with certainty say the prisoner was the man. 
The door was not opened before they had commenced beating at it ; 
after beating at the door, they battered at the window, with this 
cane; both of them did it. The shutters on the inside of the win- 
dow were closed. This battering broke holes in the shutters ; one 
of the two forced the frames of the shutters with his foot, and as 
soon as there was sufficient room, one got in through the hole, 
opened the street door, and admitted the other ; both of them went 
in ; no other persons went in while I was there. I spoke to them, 
both outside and inside of the hoose ; I told them the house was 
private property, and that they were liable to be shot. Cannot 
swear what their answer was ; the prisoner said to the other, 
this is a different kind of a gentleman, he wont hurt you ;~ he was 
speaking of me and my brother ; one or both of them said, '' Let them 
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^ve us out some wine then." I recommended them to desists H 
was before the way was forced into the window. . I quitted the 
spot, and returned about two in the momin|f $ and then the pre-* 
mises were burnt down; when I returned at two o'clock, the 
Mansibn-house was on fire, and the roof of Mr. Leraan's house 
which was the nearest to Mr* Webb's, Was on lire ; a few persons 
were in Leman's house throwing* furniture out. 

Crosd-examination by Mr« Payne. — My brother went with me 
into ttte Square about eleven o'clock j he came away with me, and 
we Were together all the time ; the Mansion-house was on fire at 
ten o'clock, and entirely burnt down. I Went to Mr. Webb's 
house instantly ; don't know who opened the door, when Webb'8 
bell rang. I was then standing opposite Shepherd's house. I saw 
the persons who were standing at Webb's door, when it opened f 
there were only two j there were a great many persons in tbe 
Square, who were spectators ; no one could tell who were riotef^ 
and who were not, they were so mixed ; all rioting at that time^ 
appeared confined to Leman's house, except the conduct of these 
two persons at Webb's door ; there were some of the family of Webb 
in the house; can't say what became of them when I left the 
house f only two persons had entered it. I did not see the house 
again, until two o'clock. I noticed the features of the prisoner in 
the Court, and when I was in the lobby, my brother said. Look at 
that fellow." I did so, and I knew him ag^in the next time I saw 
him. I was in Webb's house altogether, about three minutes. I 
followed the two in ; my assistance was not accepted by Mr. Shep- 
herd. About a minute elapsed fixmn the time I lefb Shepherd's 
imtil the time I entered Webb's ; the reflection of the fires were 
behind us ; there was a light in the hsdl. Lives in Langtcm Street^ 
Cathay. I joined the posse commitatus at Temple Church ; pro- 
perty was brought to the churches. I did not see the prisoner until 
Tuesday j there was property deposited in Temple Church to the 
Tuesday j can't say, whether the prisoner brought any in, 1 saw 
the prisoner come to Temple Church j don't believe he, the prisoner, 
had anything with him; he came into the church, and Mr. Gwyer, 
the Deputy Sheriff told him to go and join the party ; it was at ten 
o'clock ; I saw the pwrisoner at Webb's house. 

Edward Hughes Shoard. — Went with his brother to the Square, 
on Sunday evening, 30th Oct. ; it was somewhere between nine 
and eleven o'clock : the Mansion-house was on fire. Knows a 
person named Shepherd, and went to his house ; saw two persons 
at Webb's house ; it was immediately afi:er we got into the Square 
they broke the window and shutter of Mr. Webb's house; they 
entered through the window, and let in the others through tfa^ 
door ; they both made use of the same stick, a cane like the foot* 
man's at the Mansion-house : they attempted the door with the 
same stick ; the prisoner, C. Williams, was one of these persons; 
my attention was drawn to him, having known him before ; did 
not know the other person. I spoke to them, and remonstrated 
with them, and I took hold of one of them by the elbow ; the other 
offered violence to me, and Williams bid him not touch me, saying^ 
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*' He is a g^tlemani and he won't hurt yon.'' I stayed there, 
perhaps, a quarter of an hour: the other threatened to murder me. 
It was my brother who begged me to go away, and told me to 
pocket my spectacles, as they would mark me by them ; we went 
home, and then returned as far as Charlotte- Street. 

Cross-exammed by Mr. Payne. — Accompanied my brother 
down; was with him all the time, and returned with him; we 
went to Webb's house as quickly as we could get through the 
mob ; the mob were thickest opposite the Mansion-house. When 
I was in Webb's house, there were only two of the rioters there ; 
did not see Mr. Blackborough there : the prisoner certainly sared 
my life : was present at Temple-church, when the prisoner was 
apprehended ; I saw him come ino the aisle ; T was in the church, 
waiting for the posse: there were goods deposited in the church at 
that time. 

Henry Day, Esq., by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. — Is an attorney ; 
was in Queen-square throughout the Sunday night. Mr. Webb's 
house was set on fire about twenty minutes after eleven : it ap- 
peared to me then, from the state of the flames, that it had been 
on fire about half an hour : the flames were bursting fi'om more 
than one room ; the Mansion-house was at this time burnt down ; 
the intermediate houses were not on fire: remained until it was 
burnt down. 

This was the case on the part of the Crown. 

The prisoner declined saying any thing in his defence, but called 
witnesses. 

James Wright. — Know prisoner; have known him from his child- 
hood ; have always known him an honest lad. 

Stephen Seager. — I know the prisoner : I have known him twelve 
years, and I never heard a word against his character before the 
present case. 

Joseph Cooke, — I have knovm the prisoner nearly five years; 
always knew him to be honest and steady, and has been in niy em- 
ploy two years-and-B-half. 

David Chacey. — I have known prisoner eighteen years ; always 
knew him honest, just, and sober. 

William Edwards, — 1 have known prisoner six years-and-a-half; 
he has always been an honest, steady, sober youth. 

The iieamed Judge Taunton then summed up with great per- 
spicuity ; in the course of which he observed that, he wished the 
inhabitants of Queen-square had had a little more courage, as be 
thought they might have preserved a great deal of their properly; 
but that did not affect this case, the guilt being the same whether 
the houses were strongly or weakly defended ; he then went through 
the evidence ; and stated that this was the case upon which they 
had to decide ; if they entertained no doubt of the facts, they must 
find the prisoner guilty, but if they did, then his good character 
must operate, and they would acquit him. 

The jury, without retiring from the box, found the prisoner 
guilty, but recommended him to mercy. 

jikH Tarrant Bt^n stood indicted for stealing, on October 30, 
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a silver iea-caddy, Ac. tlie property of B. Bickley; abo for steal* 
iog a sauiF-box, the property of Joseph Ricfaatdson ; and also with 
stealing five handkerchiefs, the property of Christopher Claxtonu 
The prisoner pleaded not ^ilty. 

Mr. Sergt. Wilde stated the case. — May it please your lordship, 
and gentlemen of the jury, the charge against the prisoner is, that 
he was goilty of stealing property on the night of 30th October ; 
the prisoner was then in the service of a gentleman, bnt did not 
sleep at home, but was the whole of the night occupied in taking 
away plunder, and appropriating it io his own use. This will be a 
very simple case, and will be clearly proved, therefore requiring 
no further comment from me. 

jinn Woodman* — Lived at Mr. Thonias*8, Full Moon, in this 
city, in October and November last ; remember his coming there to 
sleep ; he slept there four nights previous, but did not sleep at 
home on the Sunday night ; I remember, however, on the night in 
question the prisoner came in about twelve o'clock with a bundle % 
the Full Moon is probably a mile from the Square ; the Full Moon 
is in North-street ; after he brought in the bundle he went out 
again, and came back in about two or three hours, and brought in 
another bundle; he opened the second bundle ; it contained two 
pieces of cotton prints, a shawl and money-scales ; they were in the 
last bundle ; the waistcoat was also in the last bundle ; I asked him 
how he came by it ; and he said he had picked it up in the Square ; 
be said, **• It vras thrown out of the windows and doors, and he 
thought he had as great a right to pick it up as any one else ;'* he 
had a trunk at the full Moon ; he took the things after I had seen 
them, into the bed-room ; he left our house on the Tuesday momins^; 
his master went the night before, and left him there ; prisoner told 
me he was going to Bath ; he took his trunk with him. 

William Biddle is a night.constabIe ; went to Bath to apprehend 
the prisoner ; I found him at No. 1, Laura-place, on Wednes^ 
day, November 2 ; I asked him what became of the property he haid 
taken from Bristol ; I produced a sugar-tongs, ana two caddy 
spoons ; I asked him if he had left them with his master's brother's 
female servant in Bristol ; he said, *< He had ; for that he had 
borrowed half-a-crown of her, and left this property with her, until 
he could pay her ;'' he said be had picked up the property in Queen- 
square ; I told him I must go and search any box which he had, 
and he shewed me up stairs into his bed-room. 

Cross-examined.— I produced these things in the court; the 
waistcoat was given me by the landlady of No. 1 , Laura-place ; 
his master was Mr. Frederic Savery ; the prisoner was present when 
Mrs. Byron, the landlady, gave me the waistcoat ; he, the prison- 
er, said he had sold her the waistcoat for half-a-crown ; the money- 
scales and snuff-box I found in his trunk ; I asked him, " What he 
had done with the urn-rugs, he had taken away ; he said " Mrs. 
Byron had them ;'' and she produced them. 

Elizabeth Byron, — I keep the lodging-house, No. 1, Laura- 
place, Bath ; know the prisoner ; he was at my house with his 
Qiaster ; prisoner came to my house with his master between five and 
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in court to the serrants of a family in my house ; he offered to sell 
it for half-a-crown ; he did not sell it to any body, and it was put 
down on the landing place of the stair-head during the night ; it 
was there until Biddle came into the heuse the next morning early ; 
I produced it to him the instant it was enquired for. 

By the Court, — The waistcoat was passed into ray hand, and I 
put it on the landing-place. 

Joseph Richardaon, — Lived in Qneen-squaie on the night of the 
fire; my house was burned; witness identified the waistcoat; had 
not seen it for some time, the last time I saw it it was in my ward- 
robe, and it had neuer been removed with my knowledge ; know 
l)oth the urn rugs now produced ; they are mine ; I saw them on 
the Sunday afternoon in the back parlour of my house ; identified 
the money scales, saw them also on the Sunday ; the snn&boz was 
also identified by the wilne», who saw. it on his bed-room drawer, 
on Sunday night, beiween eleven and twelve o'dodL; my. home 
yvas fired about three or four in the morning of Monday. 

By the Court, — Authorised no one to remove these things. 

The prisoner on his defence said, *'I picked them up in {he 
Square, on the Sunday night, on the ri^ht hand from the Mansioi^ 
house; I took them home, shewed them to the maid, and then 
I put them in my box." 

The prisoner said he had no witnesses, and he did not know 
where his master was. He then handed three letters to his Lord- 
ships who then commenced summing up, stating that he did not 
think it necessary to sum up in detail ; there was no doubt that on 
the night in question, various things were thrown out into the 
Square, and it appears by the prisoner's own account, that he 
possessed himself of these articles, which have been identified. 
Now, it is in his favor, certainly, that when he took them home 
be did not conceal them, shewing them to the maid, and tellii^ 
her that he had picked them up, and that he had as good a right 
to take them up as any one else ; but here he was mistaken, he 
had no^uch right, for if a person picks up a thing and appropriates 
it to himself, it is, in point of law and justice, a felony: — it is stealing. 
If he had picked them up and had said to the maid, "They are not 
mine, pray take care of them,'* probably the proper owner would 
have appeared, then he would have acted an honest part; but he acted 
otherwise. >j ow gentlemen, he has called no witness, but has put 
into my hands some letters, which I shall give him the fiill benefit 
of, if in your opinion, he is guilty. 

Verdict, Guilty. 

The same prisoner was acquitted of the other two charges, no 
evidence having been oflfered. 

His 'Lordship then said. It is a very melancholy thing, that a 
young man of your time of life, and your respectable appearance, 
should be brought to this bar, mixed up with such atrocious trans- 
actions as took place that night 9 I am happy^ however, to say, 
that there is no evidence which charges you with having anything 
whatever to do with these transactions, more than by purloining 
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property, which yon mast have known to have belonged to the 
unfortunate persons. If you had been connected with these things, 
I should have passed upon you a sentenee to the full rigour of tiie 
law, but taking it for granted, that you have erred in ignorance 
and not dishonestly, and taking also into consideration the good 
character given you in the letters handed to me, and hoping that 
you will not abuse the indulgence of the Court) I shall pass upon 
you the very slightest sentence which, consistent with my duty, 1 
can possibly do. The sentence of the Court, therefore, is, that 
you be imprisoned in the House of Correction for this city, for 
three calendar months, and that during that time, you be kept 
to hard labour. 



The Lord Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Bosamquet haying* 
taken their seats on the Bench, at nine o'clock, 

George Andrews (convicted on Saturday of a previous offence) 
and Harry Green, were placed at the Bar, charged with having, 
on the night of the 30th of October, riotously assembled, with divers 
other persons, and pulled down and demolished the house of Messrs. 
Leman, situated next the Mansion-house, in Queen-square. 

fV. C. Stephens, — I was in Queen-square on £he Sunday night 
of the fire ; the mob were extremely riotous. I saw several hooses 
on fire, among others that of Messrs. Leman, which is next door 
to the Mansion-house ; did not notice either of the prisoners at 
the bar there. 

Wadham Cole, — I saw Messrs. Leman's house, on the ni^t of 
the fire, attacked by the mob; George Andrews was with &em$ 
I saw him throwing furniture out of the windows ; five minutes 
after which the house was on fire. 

Thomas Brown, — I saw the house next the Mansion-house, be- 
longing to Messrs. Leman, on fire. I have known the prisoner 
Green some time; he was with the mob, actively engagped in 
breaking the windows, and cheering them on from the drawing- 
foom window. I saw them distincUy y it was very light from the 
burning house next door. 

Martha Brown, — Was with my husband, the last witness^ on 
the night of the riots. I am near-sighted, and cannot prove, from 
this d^tance, the identity of either of the prisoners at the bar. 
[The witness was allowed to pass over to the dock.] I know the 
prisoner Green ; he was there ; my husband pointed him out at 
Mr. Leman '8 house to me, or I should not have known him; he 
lives close by us. I saw him return home that night; it could not 
have been much earlier than midnight; it was late; we had re- 
turned home previously. 

Wm, Snook, — Was in the Square when Mr. Leman's house was 
on'fire ; I saw Andrews there at the window of Mr. Leman, throw- 
ing things out of the window ; I cannot say what sort they were ; 
there were other persons throwing things out also. 

Rebecca Jennings, — I saw Mr. Leman's house en fire; remained 
fome time ; know Green the prisoner; knew hiQ before the firs; 
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saw him ia the house^ in the second story ; he was throwing ihd 
sashes up and down ; saw a table thrown oat soon after ; saw hint 
throw out a desk and some papers; the house was entirely demo- 
lished* 

Prisoner asked what, took her there ; it was not for any improper 
purpose ; am married ; my husband was with me. 

Jpmei Leman* — My house was destroyed ; I was there at the 
time; it was about ten o'clock; they got into the lower part befi)re 
thai ; saw neither of the prisoners there at that time ; I do not live 
in the house ; one servant lives there ; I am a solicitor ; I keep my 
office on the first floor ; 1 paid the taxes ; the servant had the care of 
all the rooms. 

Green, — I never was there, my Lord, at the time. 

Samuel Vaughan.— I have known Andrews four years ; had oc- 
casion to employ him to take out furniture ; I am a broker ; have 
employed him at different times; I always knew and found him, also 
heard, that he was a good honest lad ; often employed him to take 
money for me. 

.WiUiatn Hill.-^I have known the prisoner Andrews six years ; he 
was in my employment ; I always found him honest to me ; I know 
nothing about his general character. 

Jamet Cherry, — I know the prisoner; he lived with me three 
months ; saw him the Sunday evening of the fire, between seven and 
eight o'clock ; did not see him after that till seven or eight the next 
morning. 

Margaret Ckeiry, — 1 know the prisoner Green ; I am the wife of 
the last witness ; I saw Green at my house between six and seven 
o'clock the Sunday evening of the fire ; did not see him again till 
the next morning. 

Brown recalled by prisoner. — He had a glazed hat on and smock 
frock. 

The Judge then summed up the evidence. The prisoners at the 
bar are indicted for setting fire to the house of Messrs. Leman, in 
Queen- square ; that the house was set on fire and demolished, there 
can be no doubt, the only thing you have to enquire is, whether the 
prisoners at the bar were as idle spectators, or forming a com- 
ponent pert of the mob. 

The learned Judge then read and conmiented upon the evidence. 

The Jury, without retiring from the box, found both prisonera 
Guilty. 

Joseph Kayes was indicted for burning the house of Chariea 
Bull, in Queen- Square. 

Charlet Bull, — Lived in Queen-Square. My house was burnt 
on the Sunday night of the riots. I was obliged to leaye the house. 
I believe about twelve the house was wholly destroyed. The 
house is in the parish of St. Stephen's. Did not see the prisoner 
at the bar that night. 

Itaac Bull, — Was at my father's house on the night of the fire ; 
there were a great number outside the house, very riotous indeed. 
I saw the prisoner at the bar there, in the court-yard before my 
Other's house, with several other persons : I saw him after in the 
hall J the door had marks of violence; it was latched, and could 
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not be opened outside with a kef. I was -then driren out of the 
house, With the whole Ikmily ; I went up stairs ; there were several 
up stairs j I stayed there ten minutes ; I did not see the prisoner 
in any other part of the house : he had nothing in his hand when 
I saw him. The house was on the north-west side: it was the 
fourth house. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Payne.— Know the prisoner six months ; 
hare no acquaintance with him : saw him in the house between 
one and two o'clock: the first time I saw him was when I was 
takuig my furniture out of the house : I made the best of my way 
out of the house : I saw the prisoner at that time among the crowd ; 
he was doing nothing. I then left my mother and brother in the 
house : I was taking out the fUmitnre ; the house was attacked at 
that time ; the windows were breaking. I had in my hands some 
stair carpets and a chair. I passed out the door ; at that time no 
one attempted to enter. I had a fustian jacket on, or I think they 
would not have let me pass : many rioters were in the hall ; they 
were there nearly half an hour; nothing was damaged at that 
time but the windows : was at home when they entered j they got 
in several ways: I was absent five minutes; I only went to 
Prince's-street : when I came back, the house was full of people j 
that was about two in the morning. Went out with the carpets 
and chair at half-past one : the house was full of people, and they 
were up stairs. I next siw the prisoner at the Council-house: 
went there for the purpose of seeing him ; my brother was with me. 

Re-examined. — I saw them get in through the garret- window ; 
they came along the leads ; that was be'bre I took out the carpet. 

By the Court, — I know the prisoner six months; I did not 
know his name ; I believe he is a groom. 

y. Quarman, — I am a turner ; known the prisoner two years ; 
saw him between one and two, in Queen-square, in the house next 
to Mr. Miles's. I saw him enter the first floor ; entered by the 
door ; I was in the middle of the path in the Square, nearly oppo*> 
site i there were others with him. Saw him three or four times 
in and out of the room ; he went into a back room^ so it appeared 
to me ; there was a fire at that lime, even before the prisoner en- 
tered the house ; the fire was not confined to the grate in the room ; 
they were throwing furniture out of the adjoining house. Some- 
body took a piece of timber up that was burning, it was not the pri- 
soner. I saw the prisoner once or twice stooping down where the 
pieco of timber was ; I ndssed the persons from the room, without 
seeing them go out. I saw the prisoner in the room ; he was the 
last that left it ; after he left the room about three minutes, it became 
a mass of fire ; the windows were broken before I saw the pri- 
soner ; I saw the house destroyed ; the prisoner was dressed in a 
fustian coat, and yellow-striped waistcoat. 

Cross-examined bv Mr. Payne. — I know the prisoner. I 
have no knowledge of him, but seeing him in the street. I am a 
turner, and live in Lewin's Mead j I work at home, on my own 
aceount ; whenever I saw him, he used to be generally walking the 
streets ; can't say in any particular place. I might have seen him 



83 

pass my shop. I thought him a gentleman's servant. I went to 
the Sqaare about half-past twelve. Mr. Leman*s house was nearly 
down, there were a great many persons about it; the mob extended 
below the Custom-house. T walked round the Souare. I stood 
some time before the Custom-house. John Passmore.wKs 
with me ; at that time, the- crowd were more numerous near 
the Custom-house than the Mansion-house. I irsa between 
two rows of trees all the time, and hot behind them. 1 was on 
the path, not near the rails. I was about sixty feet from the house 
I know Builds house ; I did not stand opposite it ; I stood opposite 
the house in which I saw the prisoner ; it was three or four houses 
from Builds house ; did not know the name of the prisoner at the 
first ; learned it at the gaol ; I first mentioned ihe prisoners being 
at the riot in the Square to Mr. Bull ; I told him of it at my own 
house; did not go to seek him ; I have known him some time ; I did 
not see any person come out of Bull's house ; I stayed in that part of 
the house till the roof fell in ; I never was in the house ; I believe 
there were four windows in a row in the front of that house ; I 
could see the door distinctly of the room ( I saw the prisoner go in 
once ; I saw him stoop several times while in that room ; my atten- 
tion was taken up from the house that was burning to the house 
that was not ; seeing the fiimitute throwing out. 

William Bull, examined by Mr. Whiteman. — I was in my fa- 
ther's house the Sunday night of the fire ; I was there when the 
mob first entered ; I saw prisoner there outside the door ; I was 
taking out fiirniture ; T have seen the prisoner several times ; he 
was trying with others to get the door open ; they did not get the 
door open then, for I had &stened it. I had great difficulty in getting 
into the house ; the prisoner at the bar was one of those who wanted 
to prevent me. 1 did not see the prisoner in the house ; the house 
was set on fire after that, and burned down ; all 1 saw of the pri- 
soner was outside. I speak of from twelve" to two. It was nearly 
one when I saw the prisoner between the court and the door of the 
house. I knew the prisoner before, about two years ; never spoke 
to him ; I saw him a month before the fire ; when I was going in, 
the prisoner looked me full in the face. 

Sarah Hicks, — I lived in the Square, as servant with Mr. 
B ascent ; remember the night of the fire ; was in my master's 
house ; I helped to remove some property that night at nine o'clock ; 
I took it to Prince's-street ; lived in one of the two houses that werp 
left standing ; these are the only two standing at this side ; I saw 
the prisoner at Mr. James's house, in Mr. James's kitchen ; saw 
him first coming from Mr. James's passage to my master's door ; 
there was at this time a very great crowd there and in front 
of Mr. James's house ; it was there I saw the prisoner come out; 
he had a stick in his hand and his hat under his arm ; he said 
" D — n your heart (or something,) if you go in I'll kill you ;'' after- 
wards saw the prisoner in the kitchen ; I saw him take something 
out of his hat and spread it round ; did not see him do any thing 
after that ; I saw him coming out of the passage ; I saw a boy 
with the prisoner $ he gave him something out of his hat ; the boy 
was standing in the avenue of my master's house* 
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Cross-exftmined. — I saw him first about tbree in the morning ; 
that was where he came up to me | tlieies^re several people in the 
avenue near the door where I was stanfling ; that was the first time 
I saw the prisoner; never saw .him before; I was a great deal 
alarmed; I do not know how long I remained at my master's door ; 
the prisoner went away before me ; I went to Prince's-street ; I saw 
the prisoner go in at the passage door ; I stopped at Mr. James's 
kitcnen till the prisoner came out ; do not know the boy that was 
with him. 

Martha Davis — Am servant to Mr. Cross ; remember my master's 
house demolished ; there was a great mob ; my master's house is 
next to Bull's house ; that was also demolished that night ; when 
my master's was destroyed; I went into the Green ; I saw the pri- 
soner go into my master^s house ; the mob followed him ; one said 
to the other, <' Pull the bell,'' and they did ; I told them it was no use 
to ring the bell as there was no one in the house ; they asked " What 
did I know about it?" I said I was Mr. Cross's seivant, and they 
then said, ** They were Mr. Cross's friends;" I said " You are no 
friends, you are some of the rioters ;'' the prisoner asked me for the 
key; he and another man vvere together; I came back with my 
master five minutes after ; I am quite certain the prisoner was one 
of those men. 

Cross-examined. — Bull's house was not quite consumed at the 
time I am speaking of ; I know Mr. Miles's connting-house ; the 
house next was burning at that time ; the front part was burning all 
the way down ; the two men, when I first saw them, were ringing 
the bell; there was a great mob where the prisoner was standing} .' 
I saw him in the Square the whole of that day ; do not know bii 
name ; my roaster's name was on his door. 

Witness for defence : — 

Henry Granger, — I remember the Sunday of the riots; the 
prisoner was then in my service ; I saw him about two o'clock ; he 
was employed taking care of my horses ; ] saw him again between 
seven and eight o'clock in the evening; I did not see him till 
Monday morning, at seven o'clock; he came with my brother to 
tih&w^lfehouse ; I never had occasion to suspect his honesty or 
waiitdf principle ; he is married ; his family were in some part 
of Wales. 

C. Southwell, — I am a sail-maker; I work for Harris & Jon^ ; I 
remember the night of the riots ; was in company with the prisoner, 
firom nine till four in the morning ; he was not out of my com- 
pany during that time ; I met him at a house in Nicholas-street ; 
we went from there to the Square ; remained half an hour ; then 
went to Bathurst-hotel ; came back to the Souare again ; stopped 
two hours ; did not leave his company during that tinae ; went 
theiji to Clare-street, through lieddiff-street, and round to the 
Back ; the prisoner expected his wife by one of the boats ; she 
came ;^ he did not ring a bell at any house in the Square while I 
fras with him. 

[To be continued.] 
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Cross-examined.— We were looking about all that time ; don't 
know where Mr. Bull's or Mr. Cross's house is ; was at the 
comer 'of the Mansion-house; U was on fire when I left there $ I 
then went into the Green, and stayed there all the time looking^ 
on ; I have known the prisoner two years ; did not go to Kings- 
down with him that day. 

Henry Day, — I am clerk to the magistrates ; I was present 
when the prisoner was examined ; he thai made a statement ; this 
is it in my hand. [Here it was read, and merely went to contra- 
dict the evidence oi the last witness, Southwell, as to where they 
were together.] 

Mr. Justice BosANQUET summed up, and before the Jury retired, 
Mr. Patne intimated to their Lordships that the prisoner wished 
to address them. He (the prisoner) said, that all the witnesses had 
sworn to all he was charged with, in one hour ; he said he should be 
a very expert man indeed to do in that time all he was charged 
with ; he declared he was as innocent as a child ; and that they 
may now do what they liked with him. The Jury retired about 
half-an-hour, and returned with a verdict of Guxity against the 
prisoner Joseph Kayes. 

While the Jury were absent, 

Martha Davis was called up. The learned Judge told her, that in 
consequence of the very great courage she had shown in protecting 
her master's property, he would order her a reward of ^10. 

John Simmons was indicted for stealing a tea-urn and brass fend^^ 
the property of William Strong. And also two spirit measuies^ 
worth 40s. the property of Thomas Webb and others. 

The prisoner pleaded Not Guilty. 

The Attorney General state^ the case. Gentlemen of the 
Jury : You have heard the charge against the prisoner. There are 
many who complain that on the night in question they had been 
robbed, and of which night you have already heard so much. You 
will find that the property was found concealed in the water-tub in 
the prisoner's house, and that he was seen carrying it towards that 
house. His Lordship has already told you that it any persons have 
property upon them concealed, and appropriate it to their use, it is 
felony, and I believe such will be found to be the case in this 
instance. 

Robert Mpckridge. — 1 was a watchman of Temple ward on the 
night of the 30th, and morning of 3 1st of October; saw prisoner 
in Bath-street on that morning, with a two gallon liquor measure 
in his hand ; he lives in Pipe-lane ; he passed me in Bath-street, 
and went towards Counterslip and Temple-backs ; I followed him 
no further that time, but afterwards I followed him firom Bath- 
street to his own home, about quarter of a mile ; Bath-street is 
about a quarter of a mile firom Queen -square ; he went down the 
passage to his door. I saw him twice t^at night : saw him with 
the copper measure the first time. I went to his house the next 
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day ; I wr him the second tame about two hoars after the first ; 
went to his bouse at daylight next morning; Thomas Shannon, 

-« constable, went with me ; he is. unable to come here, having 
broken his leg ; we sjBarched his house, and we found a bushel 
measure and a chair. We went into the back-kitchen, were we 
found the two spirit measures (now produced in court) a small tea- 
urn, a brass fender, and some odd fiie-irons ; we found the mea- 
sures in a tub lull of water ; he was at home in his room ; there is 

^ a narrow pavement about three or four feet wide between the back- 
kitchen and his room. I saw the prisoner the night before with a 

, vessel similar to one of those in Court ; the measures were in a tub 
which held labout forty gallons. I never saw the prisoner before to 
my knoyvledge. . M'hen we first entered his house, we asked him if 
he had any thing from the fire, and his wife shewed us the bushel 
and the chair, and said it was what they had picked up ; when I 
saw him in the night with the spirit measure he was alone, but the 
jsecond time three women were with him ; I asked him where the 
^irit measure and the brass fender that I saw him pass the street 
with were, and he said he had not got any such things ; then I 
searched and found both the measures in the tub ; we found the tea 
urn in another tub of water in the same back-kitchen, and the fen- 
der was behind the door. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — lie lives in Ring's-bnildirigs ; 
there are about fourteen houses in the row ; the back-kitchen is 
separated from the houses, and there is a public passage between 
them; the door of the back- kitchen was open ; it may be called the 
wash-house, and is used for more than one house ; never saw the 
man before ; I only saw him enter the passage which leads to all the 
houses ; it was between twelve and one when I first saw him, and 
it was then he had the measure ; Bath- street, which is a quarter of 
a mile from the Square, was the nearest point to the Square, at 
which I saw him ; the property fix)m the Square was scattered about 
in the city in many places. 

Re-examined. — After we had found the measures, we shewed 
them to the prisoner; he knew where we found them. 

Moekridge recalled. — By the Court. — Found the bushel and chair 
not in the back-ldtchen, but in his sloping room ; nothing was 
said by prisoner respecting the things found in the back-kitchen. 
I believe he was not by when we found them, but they were 
shewn to him by the night constable. I Relieve he said, he knew 
nothing of them ; when they were shown to him, we told him they 
were found in the back-kitchen, and he then said, he knew nothing 
about them. Is not sure that the night constable designated thw 
back- kitchen. 

Samuel Ttebal, examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. — Was in the 
employ of Webb & Co., on the 30th of October. I did not then 
know who the other partners were ; we used spirit measures, and 
lost some on the night of the fires ; our house was burnt down. I 
was there when the fire began between eleven and twelve o^3lock; 
the measures in court are both the property of my master. I saw 
them on the Saturday night pfevious to the fire ; they are made 
•Tcopper. I next saw them m the Exchange, aomewWo about 
the 20th of Nov., to which place the property was taken. 



Craas-Fzamineilby Mf. Rmith — [sppak tot)iem rram general 
appoarauce, and rromBniirk oin.iie orHirm. 

Oneorthc Jury here loiikedaltlie niesiiure, and said be ima- 
gined Ibe mark buil been b^nt out by tbe swuni iuDBsUier,t(i 
make it bold ils [iroperquaotity. 

Mr- Shith— What ! siiiaetiniRS pprsons have abort measures f 
A Vbs, when they chuse ti> be cfaeats. Q. Isuppme you don't 

snro was altered when tbe imperial measure came tiii i there 
are other spirit measures io Bristnl like tbemi a great deal ol' 
prepertf wai removed by about lOU persoun froni the cellar ; 
do not Know lboi« persons. 

Re-Qiamined. — Commenced taking tbo property unt or tbe 
cellar about ten o'clock, andlheylcTt off next muraing; bave 
been in tbe bHbitof handling these meajiuros aondy every day 
for the last s^ven years 

Meckridge recBllod. — Said be took (be measures to Temple 
phurch. 

James Gii&oBj — Acted as Magistrates' Clerk when Simmons 
wtis examined before Mr. Gitldney ; was present when Mr. 
Hockridge wus examined ; it was taken in the presonce of the 
prisoner, and read over; the ni ess ores were produced. Sim- 
mous's Dxamtnation was taken ilown in writing, anil had bis sig- 
nalnre attached tii it. Tbe inrormaliua was then read, which 
staled that tbe prisoner was seen by Mockridgetnking home 
spirit measures, Gre-irons, and Rinderd; the priBoner's depo- 
sition was tlien read, whieli ilnted tbat ho Touod tbem ) that be 
wag never in an; orthollres. This was tbe ease Tor tbe Crown. 

J>iiDuI TVilliamt.— Kaow the prisuneri lives in Riug'sBuild- 
iogsj keeps uschiKil ; hid obarucler bos been exti'eaiely good ^ 
bs was a sober, industrious, bard working, honest man. 

Saberl firflofei— Coacbsmith, liveat No 8. Ring's Buildings; 
bave known bim four years; have worked witb him, and bis 
ubaracter for boncsty was alwsys extremely good. 

^bronifer £iine — I am a cow-keeper; I live inPipel-ane; 
have known prisoner about twentj yo4rs; bewas always bonesi 

His Lurdabip then prneeeded to snm up the evidence, and 
tbe Jurv returned a verdict orcuilly. 

No eridonco being offered in the otbcr indictment, be was 
aaquilted. The Judge then addressed bim as Ibllows, •' Jaha 
Simmons, it gives me very great concern Ibuta man vboee 
neighbours have borne testimony to jourbearing so bouest a 
cbaracter, should have indulged in sucb aprautice as you bave, 
lint I bupe you have been belrajed into Ihit aet tbroui(h 
the Kro.'iTOst ignoriince, or else by seeing so many other persons 
simiTarly cmpliiyedi there are many persons nbu bate given 
you a vtryeKuclleDlcbarHuter,aiid the Jury bave revammended 
you to meroyt and 1 Teel it nut unl; my iuclinatiun, but my 
duty Io ullend lo their recommendation, and it is with tbe 
hope Lbal ynur punishment will cause yoo never mbro to touiih 
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property whiel^ yon know is not yonr own ; tbd sentence of the 
Court therefore is, that yon be imprisoned in the gaol of this 
city for three calendar monthsi and that during that time you 
be kept to hard labour. 

Samuel Leavers stood indicted for steaUng two promissory notes, 
of the value of ^1 «ach, on the Sunday night of the riots, the pro- 
peri^ of John S. Broad. 

llie Attornet-General haying stated the case, called 
/. S. Broad, — I lived in Queen-square before the riots ; my house 
was destroyed that night. Had two £1 notes in the house, also 
a check for £20 upon the Bank of Miles, Harford, & Co. I had 
them in a drawer belonging to a box in the office ; they were locked 
up; they were there the time of the riots ; the notes and the check 
were in the same drawer, but not in the same parc^. I missed 
. them after the fire ; did not see them again till I saw the prisoner 
in custody. There were other papers in the box, also some Free- 
mason's dresses. Saw the prisoner afterwards at tbe'Council-house, 
in custody; the box was there, and was produced in Court; it is 
the box, and these are the notes ; they are my property ; I saw th§ 
.check before ; saw the notes at Messrs. Miles & Co.'s; Mr. Bailey 
showed them to me ; ne is one of the partners. 

Cross-examined hj Mr. Ball. — I am an accountant; I received 
these -notes in the course of my business. These checks came into 
my possession on the part of an estate of Mr. Harwood, who has 
sifice died; this check was delivered to me some time in June, 1829. 
I pu^ it in the drawer of the box which I mentioned before; have 
not seen that identical check for some time before the fire. The 
notes came into my possession immediately after the death of Mr. 
Harwood ; they were proved in 1819. Never received any dividends 
upon these notes. Were a part of Mr. Harwood's cash, and as biff 
cash-keeper I received them in July, 1829. I consider these notes 
are of value to me ; think the dividends will be forthcoming. Never 
saw.th^ prisoner until taken into custody ; first saw him on board 
his trow, the Commerce, lying near the St. John's Porter-house; 
it was very iiear the Quay. I remember the night of the fire; have 
heard that several thmg^ were found in the Float, after the fire ; 
the water was drawn off for the purpose. The trow was rather 
fiurther off fix>m the Quay- wall than I am from the Counsel. I saw 
those notes the day of the fire; the drawer was Cfpen when I saw 
them ; the check was also in that cii^wer. Found the drawer open 
about an hour before the fire; the notes were placed smooth on the 
top of other papers when I saw them. 

John T, Bailey, — I am a partner in the banking-house of Bailey 
8c Co. Saw the prisoner there the 19th of November, presenting 
thecheck ; asked him where he got it ; he said he got it from his 
son, at Worcester. While he was in the Bank, I sent for a Mayor's 
officer; the bailiff came, and the prisoner was taken to the Council- 
house.; I went with them. Observed that tihe check had been 
paid. 

Cross-examined by Mr. BALL.~He came to the Bank aboat 
eleven or twelve o'clock ; t was standing by the cashier at the thne. 
Our^anldng-house does a great ^eal of biuinesB. He -presented 



it to the cashier ; I naa standing at the deak. Several cheaJa wen 
presented that daj. Tbo cht-cknai given to the caaMerj belookeS ' 
at it, and then it was handed to me. He said it belonged to hia 
3on ; he Btnt it from Worcester to Mm, to prcflent it. When at the 
Council- honae, he said he wished to send (or a penon of the name 
of John Stephens, that he ^uld clear him of it; heknewthat he 
fonnd it on the deck of the trow. 

Charlu GuMl.— 1 am the Mayor's marshal. Remember when the 

rrisoner wa» taken into cuBtud; ; he eiud nothing in my preaeace. 
went to hia trovr, and found this bai and the promissory ootei 
among- the hammocks i he said the; belong^ to him. 

Cross- examined by Mr. Ball, — He did not tell me how lie got 
the papers ; he n-aa at the Councll-hoiise when 1 saw him ; he wu 
then remanded. 

J. W. Gihhans. — I was present when the prisoner was eiamined 
before the Magistrates; the second examination waa taken down in 
writing; I took down tlie examinations; they were read over tfl 
him ; I read them myself. 

For the defence: — 

Jaka SlipAnu, by Mr. Ball.— I work on board the Commerce 
Vt&x; the prisoner also worked on board the trow. Was in the 
Bristol Float, by the Stone- bridge, just below the bridge j the trow 
was close alongside the Quay-wall. There was no trow between 
the Quay-wall and'the Commerce. We gn from Worcester t« 
Bristol every lortni^ht. He is married; his character is that of an 
an honest steady man. 

Cross-examined liy the AtToBfJET-GKNEiui,.— I went out esily 
on the Sunday morning; when 1 returned, the prisoner wBs <Ah 
board. D id not leave the ve^el during the day of the riots ( saw 
the fire, and heard the noi5e from the trow. I was out of bed 
' several times during the Ai^ht, hut did not leave the vessel. The 
prieoner was ont on the Sunday morning, about eight o'cIocIe; I 
beiieye he went to the Porter-house. Myself and prisoner were 
on board the trow, after eleven o'clock, the whole of the Sunday sS 
the Gre; he was on board all day on Monday, at his work; ne 
dined on board that day , and slept on board the night of the riota g 
Che prisoner went to bod at seven o'clock. Sli^t on board also oa 
Monday nigbtt hedidnotgo anywhere on Tuesday. I was not 
on tioard on WedHeaday. J was a witness firat for the prosecudoq. 
I went to the veesel on Tuesday morning; I saw the prisoner there. 
T saw him sloop down and pick something up. I worked five year* 
n-ith the prisoner, on board the same trow. He did not go out 
tor any porter alter eleven o'clocli ; had not the curiosity to go and 
see what was going on ; did not leave the vessel. I do not know, 
hat I believe the prisoner is a freemason ; 1 saw those freemason's ' 
dresses ; this was between five and six in the morning. Do not 
know what it was; 1 never asked him what it wan, and he never 
told mc i 1 never cried halves. He never told any of his mesamatea 
any thing about it. He and I were good iriends for five years; did 
ncpt tell me he waa going to Mr. Bailey's bank, to change the note, 
We were going to Worcester the morning' the prisoner found theae 
things ; we hauled off about half an hour after we heard the Mill' 
wiD-linuBe and the square were on fire ; never went to seeit. 



R^examinc'd by Mr. Bali..— Cannot aay whPltet the Ci^fW* 
win on board iv not ; the gonds were nnder mj care, Uiat is wb»t 
nndp met g^t up so ufieii tbat [light. 

Raba-t Stadi.~l live in Mooit-atreet. St. Paol'n ; 1 have hnmrB 
the prtaoner at the bar faur years. I always tnen him to ba i 
■tiictly honeat mitn. 

John Sliphtnt, recalled by Mr. Bjll. — The IroiF is at present 
at Worr-eatpr ; 1 believe it is on itd passage her a. I bBlieve the 
CapUinijoti board ; never heard the prisoner had aeon; his wife 
has a. ?oa by another hOBbani], the prisoner calls him gt^ner^y bia 

The LoHO Chief Justice Iben sammed up.— Gentlemen, this 
id an indictment against the prisoner at the bar, for larceny. Those 
nijtes may t50t be of ralue Ibemselven, yet they are of valoe to the 
nwner, he holding' them from others foe a certain sum of moneyi 
therefore, gentlemen, they are property to the amount for which 
Ihej are held. The nent thing, gentlemi-n, you are also la con. 
aider whether the prisoner at the bar is guilty of the cbargB against 
him ; you will recollacl he gave different accounts as to how he got 
the property, and (heir Ixang (onnd in bis po^sus^ioQ. You, of 
coarse, as sensible men, will eiercise your judgment upon these 
. points i and should there be any doubts on your nunda an to Ihe 
prisonet'agoilt,youwill gi»e him tliebenefit oflbem. Thelearnod 
— ' ■■--' - ■— "-- evidence. The Jury, without quitting 



box, found tlie prisoner Not Guilty. 
" ' Indictedon To 



ir indictmenU, for having silvo' «ai)- 
<llasticks, and other aitictes, tho propertv of the Lord Bishop and 
....... . . ..- »iBgth 



ihe king in his possessiDD, receiving Ihe same knowing then 

Ths Attobnkv Gekerm.— Genlirmenof Ihe Jury, thispri-. 
■oner is also charged wilh, and bI»o indirtrd wilb )'lra]iU)C otber . 
property, Ihr pruperty of Ihe Lord Riehop. Il will beproTBd 
that Ihe prisoner was f^>nlid iu ihe iindscseioii of Ihe ptoperly id 
quMIion; Ihal il *«■ cunceaUd behind the bed ; nnil how lie 
came by il yon miisl juJgf. 

Joiia Sattt by Mr. Coleridoe — Remember golns wilh t*D 
persniif, iiamrd T>ckrl-i sod Wilway, to Ihe priEOuer's hoBse, 
ou Ihe Tnifeilay moiniiig: he keeps a grorer^i rhop in Lewin's- 
niead ; it w«» belwpen len and elerm in the morning; we saw 
hini, and icked him if he ha<l auy properly which was taken 
from Ibe lire; he said, '■ He had mmrlhin^ thrown iiisidd the 
hatch of hi« dodr while be was si hreakfasi ;" and he diliveTed 

dldtirku, a brunch, iwo knobs, and a alem ; it una carried lo 
Ibe Exchange wilh Ihe prisunrr by Virkery. 

Cro««-rxi>niiiird by Mr. IKKITB.-He made no difficulty ia 
producing ibe property; nor in answering questions. 

Jama {Inlen examiiiei] by Mr. Sergeant WilDb. — I 
searched n bonse whirh was lb» first door iu G rey hound .pHii- 
■age, in Le will's mend ; in Trout there Is a grocer's shop; I 
went about seven o'clock iu Ihe evening of Tuesday; I found 
some plated candleilicka, and Dineleen pieces afplale ; 1 fonlld' 



onftidv door wsaoprn; tbCre wabiio out ol home. 
nnsa'cxammed by Mr SntiH. — Wai nol Bcqnaintrd wflli ■ 

bnt la make a ^neral uairh; I do nol bpli«>e Ihe ahup «n' 
hriaiiKine lu* diilliirl )i<iu>(!; did aol go si all Inio tbe ■hop': 
I Weill inIo ihe poMBE* i i' *"■ * PHSnaRe kadine into Ihe beJ. 
rooKi, and van pari ofthebous^; IW piuaage dnorWBsojwn ; 
rsnnol Irll whelber Ihe panmge IraJslo olhcr houiM ; the plat* 
wan not fonceuM bfhind tlit bed ; bill il wb<i open. 

Rf-ntnmtned by Mf. vphofawt WitDK.- Thothop-wtadinr 
Htn 'LewinViTMd ; Ihe door 1 rnlcrcd into U in the psBiage; 
he did bol enirr hy, ur alleTopI to enirr by Ihe shnp-door. 

Oaargt Fickcr/f. — AmB couslBblei nenl iulo Levin'i'raexl 
'in the day in quedian ; Ibrteis a eonrf called GreylianHd-eourl; 
Ibe ihnp-Hindow loiiV* inlu the Blr»I | i-an'l »y whether I here 
Ib r door from \hf «hnp inix Ihe bsck part of the bouir; thwo 
were EOme candlrslirhB gnea op by ihi: pri<oner( I luld him I 
vfaB conielo Beanh ; ht firtl nflid heliad" nnlhing; hnl what be- 
longed lo them," and then iiiKtanlly hftndtHl up Iheiie ihin^ 

CrosE -exam lord by Mr. MHITH — I onl; went once in the 

■Snell; but wont swear any olher pirajn waa prceent ; 1 rather 
think II was Ihe priaoncr made use of Ihe wurda, "tbeytiad 
nothing bni what vrag Ilieir own;" don't linDW whither the pri- 
aonrr, In addition la 111) onn bouae, rcnlril another, which h>* 
let o,.t i» lod,.iog-ho..Be.. 

JfiBiam JimK hy Mr. Sergfant Wii.n'-.-Wai huller in Ihe 

iho 30lh; know the arliclrH now on Ihe lable] the braiichrs I 
nailed thrm np in u hox on llie Sunday allenioon ; was in the 
house when ilie lioleiB broke in i never saw Ihe branchrB after- 
wards unlil I saw them at the pri>i>n -, Ihe three candlettieki 
n'fire also Ihe properly of Ihe Biabup-, I aaw them at Ihe priaaii 
(in the eiiihlh of Nmeniber laal : I saw the conrtabliH there at 

that lime. 

Snttt r.'called.— ThDv were iirsl taken to the EKcLange. 

[Tbli. was the cine (or th.> Crcmn. 1 

"■"he ntlsaner in his dcrence said, that he yiat at breakfast iq 
alitlle room beside bis shot', and "bile thrrs be distinctly 
heard same one say, ■■ Let mo leave this here awhile ;" ni) 
itifh oent inIo Ibe silop, and said, " Mi dear, here is a parcal, 
I thinliit luuks like on dies ticks, I lb>><k they are silver/' I 
aaid, "^Vewill lake oare ol lUem until sume pripvr persuD 
comes for Ihemi abiiiit an hour uflerWHrdsVirkery, Sue11,Wil- 
itay, and Mr. ^luiie came to my lihup, aud asked me i\' I had 
anythinft Iroin Ihe lire i I laid,'" 'IVtp bad been a parcnl uul 
into mj shop ;" nod I gave it lo them inslanlly ; they asted 
me ir I had anything else ; I taid, " Not thai 1 know of," and' 
I ollered Ihem lo search my bouse and shop, which Ihejr de- 



cliaed; thpy took it Bwaj, nnd about a minute Atlcrwarik 
thej oBOie hack, and Bski'd mc lo e-o up to the Exchange with 
them {ur BHlieracHon ; I did io, and I was sent lo Ra»l i about 
a week Bilcrwarils I was htid up, and charijcd with stealing 
those articles, I was tlien pul back agvin fur a sliort time, and 
■gain hrouftht up nnd cbarged nitb stealing a quantity of 
plato, whichi had ntver Sinn before, at Ihe sightof wfaich I 
was thunderstruck t and 1 was iarortped thai il was Ibund ia 
the house adjoining mion ; and 1 was committed. The profita 
of my shop are nut enongli to maintain m)' famil]', and there- 
fore I let out another bouie to nightly ludRrrs ; I had not 
been in that bouiie Tur some lime, nor bad »e anj communi- 
eatidn with thai ho'isO' wbatevcr i Dur do 1 know anyliiing 
whatever of the circiinjstBnce. 

Jama Diradatl.—l know ihe pTiaonfi; I lodge in Mr. M'Gardy'i 
house, near the prisancT, inGraihound-courli letntmbertbeday on 
which thefres look place : was at Ihe priauner's eliop on tlie Sunday 
aomiDg, belween uine and ten o'lltick ; the ^riEoner sells grocerieaj 
^lersonswho live Id the ntighbonrhoad are m the habit of deallsg 
there; I went lo work then, and saw bim again at about eight or nine 
o'clock in the enraing, looking at the lire ; was there again the next 
morning, between eigiitand nine, and hewps in hi^ shop; he served 
me with what 1 wanted ever; time 1 was there ; on the Tueiday morn- 
iag, aboutthe same lime, as 1 was staodinB there, some persoancame 
by, and oneotlhein put a buodledonn, and said. Let that stay awhile) 
the prisoner, at this linie was at breakfast in the little loom with his 
wife i wliile I was eating my breakfast in the shop, his wife caiDe 
ont and picked up the bundle; hiawile undid the bundle and looked 
at the things, and then she look the teg nff the sugar barrel, and 
wrapped it up and pul it dnwn behind [be counter; knuiv the house 
in Greyhound i:ourl belooging to the prisooer; it is a dilTeretit 
house to that in which lite shop is ; he liveii iu the house where tha 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sergi-ant WiinE.— I had been ofieu in 
the shop; but do not know the rooms in the house; do not know 
the man who left the bundle ; he remained so short a time ; he had 
a dark coat on; he went away before Peaoh and his wife came | 
it waaafter I had ray victualBi I was eating it i theie is a window 
in4he room, which looked into the sliop; he did not look to ae» 
what things were in the bundle ; when they wore put i&to ths 
shop, they were in an old cloth, I saw it was candlesticks { bnt I 
did not seti what ones they were; did nut see the figure of the mitr6 
on them. I drive a ily for Mr. Derrick ; have received regular 
weekly wages fi'mn him ibr these two or three years. I go out 
to my meals, when the fly Is near my home. I pay for my bed by 
the week. I have lodged in the sBuie place at Mr. M'Gsrdy's 
tx twelve months: was not examined before the juiticea ; was 
never asked by Peach or hie wife, to go up before the juaticea ; did 
not know he was taken tip for more than a week. 1 was ashed to 
come np by Mrs. Peach, about a (brtnight ago. 1 always pay fbr 
what I buy. 



Bg 1I14 Court.— I dsre say there were SO othen with hmvor 
mmv) «goodm»oy of them had tape round thmBrmg: be.went 
tmt.j u Kwn aa he had pat the bundle down ; when it wm Knt 
put down, I could see It krakad Uke something pitted. Mi^. Peach 
came oat directly. 
^ Jalm Taakitu — I sin a butoher : lire in LewiD'n-mead ; know 
thepriwjner Peachi know Greyhound- court. I lire on one ride 
of me archway and Peach the other : I aaw h'"i on Sonday mora- 
iag, the 30th Oct., and also baekwarda and 'forwards all that d^, 
nn^aboutaeveno'clockiwhenlandnij wife went to see tlu^ fire at 
tbe ffaol: on n^ return home, at about ei^t o'clock, I saw hiu 
in his house j I went iu there, and my wife, and wi' rem ainad there 
with him, until tvnilve o'clock : was at my own shop on tlie Tues- 
day morning', at about eig'ht o'clock: I saw a great many persona 
comebj, whom I took to be constables, from their having tape 
round their anos) I saw one of them put something over the 
hatch; there was something' of awrapper roimd it: I did not 
know the mant he had a dark coat on. I have known Peach 
between one and two yearaj have lired ss his neighbour during 
that time : he has a house he lets out for ladings ; it is a distinct 
house i there is no internal communication betneen the houses ; 
cannot posidTely swear it : he has always borne an honest, upright 
ohnracter. 

Cross-examined. — Was out doring; the Sunday, in the (irening ; 
the men came from the direction of Bt. James's Churchyard i 
thej mat there for the purpose of searching the houses ; I thought 
it was one of the party who had been : 1 saw Vickcry come alter j I 
saw them go down the court : I saw them go into Mrs. Pogstey's ) 
it is a new Tom-and-Jerry shop, that is a beer-shop : 1 did not 
know any of them ; I cannot tell how many hod tapes on theb 
arms ; perhaps about twelve or more of them. I did not attend 
before the justices, because 1 never heard when th« examioatioo 
was : it was about a month ago I went before the Uwyer, Mr. 
Pallin: about the day he went to prison, Mrs. Peach asked ma 
what I had seen, and I told her. 

Ke-examined. — The apecial-constables, on that day, were nu- 
merous, and madedistinct searches: I thought it was one of the 
constables who left the bundle. 

By Ihe Caurl.^Wa.'; in the prisoner's company on the Sunday 
ni^t, from Hght o'clock until twelve, at his own house : we were 
talking', and I sent for a drop of something. 

Wm. ffilaiaji. — ^1 am a dyer; I accompanied Vickery on the 
Tuesday, for the purpose of making a search : 1 went into Mr. 
Peach's shop, and saw him^ the ofHicer aski-d hini if he had any 
stolen proper^f there, he said there had been a bundle put over 
his hatch, while at breakfast, and he immediately gave it to me: 
I do not recollect hearing him say that lie had nothing but what 
belonged to him ; I did not hear any such words : lie exhibited no 
reluctance in giring up the property. I itnow Mr. Henry Day, tha 



"■Hornet he apptol to ma.v> axwuna Ut« pcMqitMi tndisee 

if Ibtira waa nn; iatemnl commiuucBtion ; 1 went down, and 
there U no internul conimiinication. 

Crt»3-eKaiuined by Mr. Sergiant Wii.de. — I did. say th»t I 
wanl; down, and found the door ^utened; but I afWrwanls went, 
and I Siund tiiac tbete was no commuDioatiDn- I went the seaood 
lime with Che prisoner's wiib : I nevtr wu in the premises beibre : 
I directed my attention particularly, to see if there had beta anj 
alteratioos made, and I saw ooae) if tjiere vrai any communica- 
taaa, it miist have befn at the back of tlie ahop ; and I loolced 
therp, and there via tio appearance of any comninnicBtion hamg 

Jakn Hmcemii.— 1 am a printer : I know the premises of 
Peach, the prisoner, only from having BfurcJied thym on the di(y 
a&S Uie riots : tStui the property produced had been found, 1 
■uiirched a second time, and 1 am enabled to state, that there was 
no ciHDmumGatjan between the houses. 

Elcaiilk Taalniis.—I am wife to the witaeas Taoldns : remeia- 
ber the Sundnv of the riots { saw John Peach all thB.t day, and in 
tht' uventiig'i 1 wai backwards and fonviirda ilU the duy : ut about 
dght o'ckiok, 1 beliere, 1 was at the Sugar-Loaf, having been 
out; from, the Sugar-Loaf f came home with Mrs, Pesrii, my 
buahond, and twa more females ; I went into Ptucli'i; housv, and 
he wsa there; I remained there until about twelve that eveniuj^ ; 
he WB£ at home all the time. 

Croas-exaroined by Mr. Sergeant Wilub.— Tbure was my hus- 
band and me, and Mr. and Mrs. Peach, aJid the baby, and my 
other friends, went home : several peraau» came in foi- pepper and 
other things; I do not know who they were; 1 wlU not swear 
they came in for popper ; no one came into the room ; I did not ^ 
out at all I 1 was standing at my own door when he wm taken : 
saw Mr. Vickery go out with a bundle, and ihcii 1 heard a gentle- 
man say to Mr. Peach, by Mr. Vickery's order, " Yon niuat go 
with me," and he seud " Yes, sure:" did not hear anything about 
it from her huaband. 

Philip Stuna. — Acted as a constable on the Toesday morning: 
went with yickery to Peach's house: Vickery agked if he had 
any property in his hou&e which came from the Are : Peach did not 
say, in answer, that he had nothing but what beloiiged to htmselT; 
hut he immediately produced a bundle— he did it iiiNtaiitly: 1 have 
known him, (Peach,) these seven yeBta; hia general character for 
honesty has been good. 

Cfoss-ejtamined by Mr. Sergeant IVjloe.— There were about 
four or five of us together ; I rather think Vickery went in first, 
and ] think I wm second. 

Jahn Snitl recalled — 1 heard what Vickery s^d when I went 
into the sbop, but cannot say what Peach's answer was ' 1 have 
known him seven years or mere , never heard any ttung against 

ifri. i/srrii.— IntlietrifeofTtiomaB Han-is, who kept the Adam 
■uidEve. 1 saw Peach on the Suuday,in the evening, somewhere 
between seven and nine, at hia own door, or neur his own door. 



,V*ry Harrit.— I Bin the vrife of Wro. Htrria, liriilff in Huford- 
atreet. I aw Peach at about half-past nino, on the SOndaj 
eteinng, 3(Hh October. 1 know Mary Edwarda. 1 was there at 
the shop again the same eveniag-, at about half-past ten ; he 
(PMbh,) was then in the shop. I went to buy csodles. I bought 

Cross-examined bjr Mr.CoLEMDOB. — There wereMr. andMrs. 
Pe^fb, and ■ young woman named Julia, who nuned the children. 
I did not see any of the children ; when I went awa;, I went 
home. 1 went a lecond time at about a quarter past ten. I did 
not stay a minute ; he waa in the shop. I did not at either time 
■ee TaDkins, Ihe.bulcher, or hia nifp. 

Re-Uxamined. ~ W hen I called the second time, I did notgn any 
where else bat in the shop ; persona mi|rht hate been in the other 
rooms, when I'was In the ahop ; snd 1 mi^t not have luiowD it. 

Jana Edttards, — I am the ^'ife of — Edwards j he i.s a seaman; 
know Peach, I was at hia shop on the Sunday evening uf the riola, 
at about six , I went a second tiioe, at xliout nine, to buv a loaf. 
Hr. Peach served me both timea. I saw hiu again loukmg aver 
tai batch, at ahont half-past ten o'clock. 

Imeph Mutog.~\ am a slioemaker ; I know John Peach. 
I was at bia shop three times on the Sunday erening that the fire* 
were; Uielaat time uas at half-pa^t ten. I saw Mr. Pfuch and 
Mcfl. Peach, and I think there was some one drinking, for 1 heard 
tnentding or glasses. 

CnWB-examined l)y Mr. Sere;cant Wilde. — I did not look into 
the room. I heard somebod; spealcinej 1 thought i knew the 
voice; the door of the little room was open, and Mre. Pe^h was 
at the door of the room looking'out. I think the '-uice I henrd 
w*B Mr. Tankins's. 

Mr. CoBini.— lam a grocer in Barton Alley, St,,Tame5'a; have 
known Mr. Peach these two or three years ; he hears the ^neral 
character of a very honest iiiaii. 

Datiitl M'Carthy.—Am a stationer. Bridewell-lane. 1 know 
Peech; haye known him eight or oin^ years; his character for 
honesty was always very good. 

Mr. Barrett. — Am atallOw chandler, in Earl-street, have known 
him ten years ; his cWacler for honesty was always very good. 

John fVullaht.^KiD a baker, have known Peach several years { 
his character for honesty have iways been very good. 

Jamsi Ptocu.-A am a surgeon j I have known Peach several 
years) he always bore an exceUent charaiMrfor honesty. 

[Thia waa the case for the defence.] 

His Lordship then [commenced summing np, and stated, that 
this was an indictment for eteahng, and therefore to prove it you 
must be aatialied that the prisoner not only had the property in 
Ins possession, butthat he leloniouely stole the game; now Iknow 
not what may be.jour opinion on Ihij subject; but I confess, that 
Bi my mind there are conaderable doubts aa to the guilt of the 
prisoner ; who has presented a very strong maaa of evidence in his 
deienc^; but I conf^, that in my mind there are cooaiderable 
doubtj is the proving- of this base ; ahJ if you should think so, why ' 
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joa must find the prisoner not guilty ; but if yoa» or any one of 
YOU should not tfiink as I ha^e done upon this case, why, X shall 
feel the greatest pleasure in going* through the whole of the evidence^ 
but if you should think as I have, why there will not be the 
■lightest occasion for my doing so. The Jury assured his Lordship, 
that they were perfectly satisfied, and ^ound a verdict of Not 
Guilty. • 

The Court was thep adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 



TUESDAY; JANUARY 10. 

Before Judge Bosanquet. 

Catherine Hogan^ was indicted for felpniously stealing four silk 
dresses, and other' articles, the property of Duncan M' Arthur. 
Serjeant Wii.de very briefly stated the case. 

Christopher Shaptand. — In cdnsequence of some information which 
I had received, 1 searched the room of the prisoner, in Coach and 
Horses Court, Broadmead ; I found the bag now produced, con- 
taining four silk dresses and one gauze dress, one silk spencer, 
0me lace, &c. in the chimney ; she was present when I made the 
search ; I told her I came to search her''room, she said she had 
nothing hut whatr belonged to her ; after I had seen the bag in the 
chimney, I had a difficulty in taking it down, and she took it down 
herself ; I ask(>d her what it was, she said it was nothing ; and 
then she said she was afraid it would be taken from her. 

Cross-examined by Prisoner. — I stripped her, but not entirely ; 
she did not point out the things before I saw them. 

Prisoner. 7- After they stripped me, they prevented my giving 
them the bag, because they went up stairs before I could pat on 
any of my clothes. 

Elizabeth M* Arthur, —^y husband resides in Queen-square ; 
my house was set on fire and burnt on the Monday morniAg ; it was 
plundered previous to its being burnt ; the articles^ in the Court are 
mine ; I last saw them about five weeks before the fire, but they 
were never removed from my house with my knowledge or consent ; 
in the state they are now in, they are worth about £2, 

James William Gibbons.— I was present when Catherine Hogan 
was examined before the Magistrates ; she signed it by a mark* 
The examination was theu read, which said that " she picked them up 
in the Square some time in the night, and when I had them, I was 
firightened, and I put them into the chimney, but I sslid, if I knew 
who they belonged to, I would take them to them.*' 

This was the case for the Crown. 

The prisoner in her defence, lepeated very nearly the same 
words which she had previously stated in her examinstion. 

His Lordship then proceeded to sum up the evidence. The 
Jury instantly found a verdict of Guilty. ' 
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Judffe BosANQUET then addressed the prisoner Catherine Hogan: 
There is too much reason to fear that the devastation which took 
placp in this city, was made to cover the plunder which was taken. 
It seems that you were actively engaged in taking part of that 
plunder, and certainly, articWs of value; but I d6 not consider 
that you had anything to do with the destroying of the houses. The 
sentence of the Court therefore is, that you be imprisoned for 
twelve calendar months, and that during that time* you be kept 
to hard labour. 

Thomas Gallick. — Indicted for feloniously stealing two coats, of 
the value of J, 6. one waistcoat, and other articles, the property 
of Benjamin Bickley. 

Mr. Serjeant Wiij)E said it was unnecessary for him to trouble 
the Jury with any remarks, as the evidence he thought, would be 
found to be quite sufficient. 

John Rice, — Searched Gallick's lodgings, ii^^win's-mead,; I 
did not see him, because he was in the prison ; I had previously 
apprehended the prisoner in his room, early in the morning'; he 
came to the door, opened it, and was undressed as if he came 
from bed ; I said nothing respecting property, I afterwards 
searched his room, at about ten o'clock in the same day ; I found 
in the room, in a box marked T, the following articles : one firock 
coat ; I have parted with some of the property to Mr. Bickley, by 
order of Alderman George ; I found other things in the hojL ; I 
have them ; the box was under several other boxes. 

John Harris, — I am a tailor, 1 know the coat in Court ; I made 
it for Mr. John L. Bickley ; he then lived with his father, in 
Queen-square ; the coat was then worth £3. 

B, Bickley by Sergeant Wilde.— I resided in Queen-square ; my 
house was destroyed by fire ; I know this to be my son's coat \ I 
had not seen it for some weeks before the fire ; it was kept in a 
room which I called my son's room ; my son was in Staffordshire ; 
the coat had never been removed by my authority. 

Christopher ClaxtoUy Esq,—1 lived in Queen-square ; my house 
was set on fire, but not burnt ; on that night my house was robbed 
of a considerable quantity of property ; I look at the gown piece 
now in Court, it is like mine, but I cannot swear it is mine. 

John Rice recalled.-^Also found the gown piece in Gallick's 
box at the same time. 

The prisoner in his defence said that, he had picked up theese 
things in Lewin's mead. 

The learned Judge summed up briefly, and the Jury, after a 
minute's consideration— —At this moment the prisoner stated that 
he h^ several witnesses, to character, &c. called first, 

Edward Russeell, one of the Jury. — Who stated that he had 
known the prisoner, many years; that he had lived with him 
as un hostler, and that he always bore a good character for honesty. 

The Jury returned a verdict of Guilty. 
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His Lordship said the least sentence which he coald pass npon 
him, under the circumstances was, that he be imprisoned for 
the space of twelve calendar months, and kept to hard labour. 

WUliam Christopher was indicted for stealing a silk gown, 
shift, and other articles, the property of Mr. Harford. 

Ann Thorn, — I keep the King*s Head on the Butts ; saw the 
prisoner at m^ house, at about half past seven o*clpck on the 
Monday momiog \ he brought a box with him, and asked me to 
allow him to leave it, as it contained .^earing apparel, belonging 
to himself and wife ;. and that Marsh-street was on fire or would 
be on fire. I allowed him to leave it, and the moment I heard 
there had been plundering in the night, I sent for the police, and 
gave it to Mr. Tomlins ; when the police came, the box was 
opened and the things looked at, and when the box was taken 
away, a towel and two glasses were left behind by mistake ; I saw 
the prisoner on the Wednesday morning, he said that those things 
he had brought to my house had been given up to him at the 
Council-house, having all been identified to be his own ; he said 
he was going to vnrk -, and 1 told the officers where he was gone 
to. work, ^ 

. \itf« romft'iM.— I am clerk of the indictments to the Western 
circuit ; I apprehended the prisoner on board a large barque, timber 
lAdeiip lying in the canal ; I first asked him if he had been in Mrs. 
Thorne's house early on the Monday morning, he gave me no 
answer ; I then asked him if he had not been in her house on 
WediMHMay morning, and he said he had ; I told him that the box 
txni. its contents were in my possession, he said it was his an^ his 
wife'a wearing apparel ; I then asked him if the silk pelisse was his 
wife's, he said, all but that your honour ; and he said he had got 
it where every body else got things on the Monday morning ; the 
articles in Court were in the box. 

MUs Julia Harford. — I lived with my mother in Queeo-square; 
her house was destroyed on Suqday night ; I lost property un 
that night ; the aiticles in court beUngs to her ; they arc 
wort]i .63 or o£'4$ they were kept in my bed room ; I bad seen 
them oa the Saturday previous to the lire ; they were kept in 
a chest of drawers. 

John Stroud Broad, — I occupied tho house next but ouc to 
the Custom-house.avenue ; it was destroyed by fire ; between 
twelve and one o'clock in the morning ; [^e, witness, then 
identified some cotton furniture ;] Mrs. Harford's house was 
burnt after his. 

The. Prisoner ip his-defonce said, bo bad picked them up in 
the Street, and be said to himself, ** I might so well take them 
hon^e as let them lio there ;" he had a large and heavy family ; 
and that was all. he had to say. 

His* lordship siimmjed up ; and the Jury found the ptisoner 
guilty. 

The Judge then said, William Christopher, you fatfve been 
convicted of a very bad ofieoce, and I think if; niy'fiUt| t» 
mark it. It is not like a case whei*e persons are leoipieato 
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pick up uiie or twp tbiogs, but you are prored of faaving 
stofea articles of considerable value. I see therefore no hope 
of your improvemenl, if you be suflered to remain in this 
country ; the sentence of the court therefore is, that you be 
transported . to suph placp or places beyond thOijf^as as his 
Miyesty, with the advice of his Privy Council, JMB||4hink fit, 
for the term of seven years . .MSut 

THOMAS HUS^Y, WILLIAM J ARYISydOfipULLEN, 
were inflicted for feloniously stealing six jHUqs of wine, 
value fiftj shillings, and six bottles, value .^Ee shilling, the 
psoperty of John Hoom. 

Mr. S£B6BAiiT Wiu^E Stated the case to the Jury. 
James. Room^ by Mr. Whiteman*— 1 had a house in Queen 
square ; it was burnt ; there was a considerable quantity of 
wipe in the cellars ; part of the wine belonged to P. J. Miles, 
Bso., part to T. Kington, Esq-, and part of it was my own ; 
we nad each of us some wine in bottles; it was kept up to the 
time of the fire; part in bios and part in |M|npei«& previous 
to the fire .none of the wine had been rem«q|||piyK€roi 
bios or hampers. 

By the prisoner Cullen. — Had no one in chargelf tile c\ 
the doors were broken open by the fire ; persons could 
did not know that there were any breaches in the 
two pipes of wine were taken possession of by thj 
Henry Bush & Co 

Re!*exaraiued by Mr. SsaoBANT Wilob. — I san; 
afterwards ;. they were preserved. .> ' 

IValter J. Broum, by Sergeant Wilde. — Iknowj 
bouse ; 1 was there on the Monday after the fire ; 
the cellar by a breach in the wall, over the door ; 
the.doprs open with my heel ; this was about eight on Monday 
evening ; I got a light, and found one person hidden behind 
a cask, another lyinjfj^ down behind a horse, and the third was 
behind an abutment of the wall *, the three prisoners at the 
bar were the men ; I am quite certain of the identity; I took 
them iulo custody with the assistance of another gentleman ; 
I observed sunie bottles of wine at about a yard from the en- 
trance.; I observed that the bins had been disturbed, and I 
could see the spaces where a conHiderable quantity had been 
removed; there were four or five bins, and all of them had 
be^Q disturbed ; one of the bottles I struck upon the neck with 
ay sabre, and found what it contained. 

In reply to a question put by the prisoner Hussy, witness 
said a bottle had been thrown at him, snd he (the witness) 
threatened to give them a shot in return. Witness had threat- 
ened to blow out the brains of any one attempting a rescue. 
Mr. Day, solicitor. — ^I tiiokthe examination ofthe prisoners , 
and they put their mark to them. 

[This was the case for the Crown.] 
. 'In his defence Hussy said, that he went into the Square 
ftBd foundCuilen in charge of the cellar, and that their hats 
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were knocked off into it; Cullen said some person had fotcei 
him into the cellar ; Jarvis asserted that he had been forced 
into the cellar, to bring up two bottles of wine. They called 
no witnesses. 

After his Lordship had summed up the evidence, the Jury 
returned t yerdict of Guilty against the three prisoners. They 
were theb seiitcnced) without any comment, to four months* 
imprisonmen^and to be kept to hard labour. 
. SAMUEL BROWNING and FELIX WYMAN were 
charged with sfHaling a pair of sheets, a gown-body , two gowns, 
•&c.,the property of Joseph Richardson. 

John Loftus, — I searched the prisoners' houses, situated in 
Nelson's Gardens; saw Brownini^, who took witness up stairs, 
and on a bed there were a counterpane and a pair of sheets, 
which the prisoner said had been in a box ; saw a box in a cup- 
board, containing other property not likely to l>elong to per- 
sons in prisoners' sphere of life. 

This eY|dencitoas confirmed by James Carter. 

rs, JZM»'4B^^ifo of Mr. Joseph Richardson, who lived 

le of ^K hooses that were bUtnt, identified the property, 

|M>iigh tR mark in the corner of the sheets had been picked 

\g, in his defence, said he had shewn the witness, Lof- 

stairs, as soon as he was desired to do so. Wyman 

ttbe box had been thrown into the house, and that he 

property up stairs, intending to restore it, but the 

~~ arched the following morning, before be was out of 





Carter stated it was on the Wednesday morning the 
property was found. 

The Jury found both the prisoners guilty.< — They were sen* 
tenced to imprisonment and hard labour for two years. 

THOMAS and AARON MARTIN were indicted foi steal- 
ing two boxes, 500 shells, &c. the property of Mr. Johnson. 

Wm» Lowe, a glass stainer, saw the prisoners in the Square, 
on Sunday night, between ten and- eleven o'clock. Ho knew 
where there lived, in Guardian -Alley, liCwin's-mead. He 
went there on the Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. The 
house was searched by a number of the posse ; two boxes were 
found, a shell cabinet, and several cards of Mrs. Johnson. 

Ann James, the maidservant of Mr. Johnson, identified tlie 
property, and had seen one of tho prisoners coming out of the 
house with an umbrella. 

The prisoner Thomas said he knew nothing of the tK>z; 
he was not with his bjother. 

His Lordship commenced summing up, when the prisoner, 
Aaron interrupted him by stating that he had found tho box^ 
and when the ofiicers came he at once surrendered it. 

Mr. Lowe corroborated this statement. 

Verdict of Not Guilty against Thomas Martin. Aaron Mar* 
tin. Guilty ; and his lordship sentenced him to MfeB 
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transportation ; to whom the prisoner replied — ** Thanic jou^ 
my Lord, I didn^t know I had so lonf; to live.'* 

EDWARD DADY was indicted for feloniously stealing two 
wooden drawers, the property of our Lord the King. 

Edward Cole. — I searched the prisoner's house, in Tennis- 
court, Redcli£Phill, on the Ist of November; he said he had 
nothing ; but between the ceiling and the roof, two drawers were 
found, belonging to his Majesty's Custom-house ; prisoner afibrded 
every facility, and said the clerk of the Custom house had given 
them to him for his trouble ; found some books also, with seals 
on them. 

The drawers were identified by Jeremiah Mais, keeper of the 
boi^ded warehouse. 

Levi Dyke. — I was in Redcliff-street the whole night of the fires, 
assisting the parish authorities $ and saw the prisoner frequently 
pass him, loaded with property ; he swore at witness. 

The prisoner, in his defence, said he had taken his wife to see 
the fires, and on coming to the Custom-honse, one of the clerks 
asked him to assist in removing the property, which he did. . 

WiUiam Hume and Joseph Hume, stated that the pHsoner had 
assisted them in the removal of the property ; he was told that 
the collector would probably reward him. 

Henry Torringtwi, a farmer and builder, at Bedminster, with'' 
whom the prisoner had been employed, gave him a good cha- 
racter, as did two other witnesses. 

The Jury retired, but soon aHerwards returned with a verdict 
of Guilty, 

SAMUEL NEWTON was indicted for stealing a quantity 
of boots and shoes, a fender, &c. 

3ohn Smith. — Seeing the prisoner conveying property past St. 
Nicholas-clmrch, on the night of the fires, followed him into 
Meadow-streetf and on a subsequent search, foCmd a portion of 
the property under a bedstead. 

Thomas Shepherd. — Lived in Queen- square, and identified the 
boots and shoes. 

The prisoner acknowledged that he was in the Square, where 
he was struck by a man with a poker, who had this property 
upon him, which he (the prisoner) took from him. 

The Jury, having retired for half an hour, returned a verdict 
of Not Guilty. 

Before the Lord Chief Justice and Mr. Jubtice Taunton. 

JAMES IVES was indicted for stealing a go\d watch, of the 
value of <£10, the property of the Rev. Mr. Buck. 

The Rev, John Buck, rector of St. Stephen's, stated that his 
house was demolished on the night of the riots, and he lost a 
great deal of property. He had seen the watch, two days liefore 
the fire, on the person of his wife. 

Aaron Hart, a jeweller in this city, was in the habit of seeing 
tlie prisoner at the Scotchman's Pack, St. Michaers-hill. On 
that evening of the 9th November, prisoner ofiered to sell him a 
gnid watch, the same as produced in Court ; he asked £5 for 
it, and witness bought it for JtA, 8s. Prisoner had also ofiered 
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other ■rtidea for sale. l^itnev sold tlie wmtch oa tlM 19th 
liovenher, for ^6. Witneas demit in wmtches, uad mwiderad 
J£4 8t« a ikir price for it. before it was repaired. 

Mont OtmMt is landlady oC the Scotchman's Pack ; kaowa 
that the prisoner sold a watch to witness Hart, and thera waa 
no app'^arance of concealment. 

Havy Bemrd bought the watch of Hart, which he aflerwnrda 
sold for «£6, eoosidered JSi St. a (air price before it wma 
repaired. 

Dac'd Morgan apprehended prisoner at Mr. WilEamsN hanse, 
Klversmith, Tower-fane, where he was disposing of some silver, 
cot in pieces. It was on llie 94th NoFember ; he had a loaded 
pistol npoQ him, 5 soverei^?, 3 half-sovereigns, and scHne other 
property. Prisoner was foreman to Mr. Laxton, ironmonger, 
in Wine-street. 

Jfra. Buck deposed to haTinjr left the watch, now produced 
in Court, on tlie Saturday night of the riots, in a wardrobe, 
where she-osnally deposited it. 

Hie prinmer stated, in his defence, that he bought this 
watch, with two others, of a man named Beard. 

Verdict, Gniltr of «tealing to the \alne of jf 10. 

Secojcd l^DiCTWEXT. — The prisoner wes again indicted for 
rtealing a silver salver, the property of the Mayor and BnrgCHes 
of Bristol, valae i 30. 

Mekeri Williams \s a silversmith, residing in Tower-lane, and 
lamembers the prisoner oflering to sell him a variety of things on 
the 22nd November. He took him up stairs to hi> counter, and 
prisoner then said he had a number of pieces of silver, which he 
had collected together ; he pulled out of his pocket a pair of silver 
pliers, a snuflT-box ; two silver castor-pots, an.t a watch. Witness 
paid him for these, and he then produced another p.itcel, when 
witness told him that the silver was not melted in a mecbanical way, 
and it looked suspicious ; prisontr said first, it had been a lea- pot, 
and then a pint cup ; and agreed to leare it with witness. He called 
aigain on the following day, and produced eleven silver tea spoons, 
and wanted one to the same pattern ; the prisoner had also other 
silver articles. It was finally agreed that prisoner should bring 
the pieces of silver between eight and nine o clock at nic.ht, for wit« 
ness to purchase them, who, when he did call, told him the hours 
of business were past, and locked up the sil\-er. On examination 
witness found that tiie pieces had toother formed a salver, and 
gave notice to a police officer the followiDg rooming, who, when 
the prisoner call»l between one and two o*clocii, heard the conver- 
sation, and then came out and seized him. 

David Morgan^ the otlicer, apprehended the prisoner, as described, 
on the 24lb November, who told him that he had a loaded pistol 
upon him : witness repeated what passed between Williams and the 

frisoner : the latter told him that he had bought the silver in Mr. 
<uxton's shop. Witness had been butler at the Mansion -house* 
and knew^the salver, and had no doubt that tiie pieces of silver pro* 
dnced were part of it : he himself had handed the salver to pel 
to convey it to the Custom-house, ou the 29th October, 
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Thomas Evans on 8earcliis|^ prisoner's bouse, fbifnd ft pAA ring, 
set with pearls, and other articles. 

Robert Marshall, spoke to the remoftl of the plate frotfl (be 
Mansion- hoase» the saiver among the rtet, and saw thepHsetter at 
that time standing by the pony-car which was to coftvey it':' there 
was great confusion in effecting the removal. 

Charles Edwards met the prisoner with an umbrella^ a picture, 
and something else, in Gloucester-street, about eleven of twelve 
o'clock on the night of the riots. 

Thomas King saw the plate conveyed from tfad G nstoth-house, 
and the salver was not amon^t it. 

John Gardiner appeared m behalf of the prisoner, and started 
that he had known him for twenty years: always thought him afkf 
honest man. 

The Lord Chief Josticb summed up at great lengthy and 
the Jury, without (quitting the COurt, brought in a verdict of 
Guilty. His Lordship said he deemed it his duty, to pass Upon the 
prisoner the severest sentence the law allowed, which was seven 
years' transportation for each ofience. ■ 

THOMAS LANE was indicted for stealing a brass chanddier 
from the Mansion-house, the property of Charles Pinney, Esq. 

The principal evidence was Henry Sheppard, who saw the pri- 
soner, on the Sunday evening, about six o'clock, with the chan- 
delier on his arm; he said he had got it at the Mansion-houae; he 
lived in Owen's buildings. Temple Parish. Saw him afterwards 
with a crow-bar in his hand, exclaiming, '• This is the chap that's 
done the business.'' On proceeding to search the house, the chan- 
delier was voluntarily produced. 

Some witnesses were examined in fiivoiir of the prisoner's cha 
racter, and in consequence, the Jury, in finding him guilty, recom- 
mended him to mercy ; sentenced to be imprisoned one month, 
and kept to hard labour. 

WM. DREW was indicted for stealing a coat, trousers, and 
three waistcoats, the property of John Moxon. Evidence was pro- 
duced to show that the prisoner was in the Square, at the Mansion 
House, and John Moxon stated, that he lived in the Square at the 
time of the riots, when his house was destroyed. He identified the 
property which was found on board the trow Bristol Packet^ near 
the berth of the prisoner, five other men's berths being near to it. 

The prisoner received a good diaracter. 1 he Jury found 
him Guilty, bat recommended him to mercy. Sentence — twelve 
months' imprisonment. 

DANIEL MCCARTHY was indicted for stealing four books, 
and other articles, the properly of Mr. Barnard. • 

— Barnard stated that his bouse in Oueen-square, had been 
destroyed on the night of the riots, when he lost a great deal of 
property. He identified the books. 

John Netecombe had searched the prisoner's houso and found 
th9 books and other articles behind and under his bed. 

jBeyeral witnesses were called to character, and the Jury in 
about five minutes returned a verdict of Guilty. Sentenced to 
be imprisoned twelve months, and kept to hard labour. 
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Before Lord Chief Justice Tavntoit. 

WILLIAM PUNCH was indicted for stealing various articles^ 
theproperty of Mr. Evans, keeper of Bridewell. 

Jjunnas Davis had searched, with others, the honses on 'St. 
James's-back; found the prisoner covered over in a fiimace in the 
yard; the property found in his left hand breeches' pocket, con- 
sisted of a brooch, gold necklace, ten shilling^ in silver, some half-, 
pence, and a seal with the stone out : it was sown up in a piece of 
cloth. 

Thomas Evans could swear to the pin in particular. 

The prisoner, in his defence, said he picked all the articles up, 
as th^ were flung out of the Bridewell; the money belonged to 
him. 

J'ohn Ponsonby, on behalf of the prisoner, said that he was at his 
house, and not at the breaking in of the Bridewell. 

The Jury brought in a verdict of Omlty, recommending the pri- 
soner to mercy on account of his ignorance. His Lordship ob- 
served, that he thought it a very bad precedent. Addressing the 
prisoner, he told him, that his ignorance could not amount to a 
want of all knowledge of the nature of property. He was sentenced 
to twelve months' imprisonment and hard labour. 

BENJAMIN DUNN was indicted for stealing a brass weight, 
tiie propertr of His Majesty. 

Aederidk Lewin, a keeper of the bonded warehouse, identified 
the wdght. 

J'avMs Preater^ a carpenter and constable, searched the (Nrisoner's 
house, back of No. 27, MUk-street; had observed property taken 
into Ids house on the Monday ; found a brass weight, a door lock, 
and several other articles, concealed under the soil in the coal-hole ; 
had heard that the prisoner was an accountant. 

The prisoner stated, in his defence, that he had picked up the 
articles in Queen- square, and meant to have restored them. 

Two witnesses gave him a good character, stated that he had 
been a clerk to Mr. Alderman Daniel, and that he had also kept a 
shop. • 

Verdict, Guilty : twelve months* imprisonment and hard labour. 

MARY CHARLES was indicted for stealing a cloak, muff, &c. 
the property of Miss and Jesse Barrett. 

J. Parsons found the property on searching the house of the pri 
soner's husband, in Portwall-lane. 

Miss Esther Turner Barrett, resided with her brother, J. Barrett, 
whose house was burnt on the 30th of October, none of the property 
being saved, identified the muff. 

The prisoner received a most excellent character firom several 
witnesses, and the Jury found her Not Guilty. 

WILLIAM BEER was indicted for stealing a snuff-box, the 
property of Wm. Humphries, governor of the New Gaol, who iden- 
tified the box by certain initials, it being a token of respect for 
kindness shown to a gentlemen durin? confinement for fighting a 
duel, and dated 1810. It appeared, ^om'the evidence, that the 
prisoner had exhibited the box at the Three Tuns, on Lawrenoe- 
fiill, and then said he got it firom Staffordshire. In his de&ncei the 
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pnsoner said some strange man had put the box into bis hands, to 
whom he afterwards returned it. Alter retiring* for three hours^ 
the Jury returned a verdict of Guiltj/. The prisoner was then 
sentenced to twelve months' imprisonment and hard labour. 

HENRY CRINKS, JOSEPH THOMAS, and DAVID 
JAMES, were charged with breaking open the house of John 
Standwick Rowe, in Castle Precincts, on Sunday, October 30, and 
stealing brandy and other liquors ; and also a dial. 

John S, Rowe stated, that a mob surrounded his house on the 
evening in question ; they had iron railings in their hands ; they 
broke the shutters, and got in by the windows, the doors having 
been chained ; thirty people entered. Took out his wife to a Mr. 
Joneses, and then returned in about five minutes ; saw people drink- 
ing his liquors, some of them from the casks, and in this way twenly 
or thirty gsJlons were taken j saw Criuks and Thomas there, two 
of the prisoners at the bar; there were also 100 gallons oi beer 
drank or wasted. 

Mary Jones entered the premises, with the preceding witness, by 
a side door, and saw a man in a gore of blood ; the mob asked for 
liquor, and some were breaking the things ; saw the prisoner Clinks 
there. 

Robert Krudge went with Mrs. Jones into Mr. Rowe's premises, 
on the 30th of October; there were ten persons there, or less, who 
were doing nothing; the bottles had been broken by sticks and 
stones. [The Court here cautioned the mtness against prevarica- 
tion, as he had stated differently before the Magistrates.] The 
mob broke the windows and shutters, and drew the beer for those 
outside; saw the prisoner James there, covered with blood; he 
appeared to be drunk. 

The prisoner James, in his defehce, said he was thrust into the 
premises by the mob, and afterwards became insensible. Several 
witnesses appeared, who gave the prisoners good characters. 

The Jury, after a short consultation, found all the prisoners 
Guiltii, but recommended them to mercy. Sentence of Death re- 
corded ; and it was intimated to the prisoners that th^ would be 
transported for life. 



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11. 

Before Mr. Justice Bosanquet. 

CHRISTOPHER DAVIS was indicted for riotously aasem- 
bling, and destroying a certain house belonging to his Majesty, 
called the New Gaol, in this city. There were also nine other 
counts in the indictment, to all of which the prisoner pleaded Not 
Guilty. 

The Attorney- General stated the case to the Jury. The 
riotous proceedings which took place in this city, we are all now 
well aware were committed by a mob, who were not without 
leaders, and the prisoner Christopher Daris, you will find was one 
of those persons. He will be found at the Mansion-house, and at 
every other place of outrage, — not assisting in preserving peace, not 
wttching to identify persons, or in preserving property, but en- 
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couraging the rioters, not only by his presence, but by his lang^uage 
and gestures, which will be proved to be infamous and inciting 
to the last deme, and when addressed to such persons, by a man 
of his station u life, possessing property, and the father of a family, 
could not fail to be highly encouraging to the rioters. We shall 
show him huzzaing in the Square, and at the Mansion-house. 
We shall show him at Bridewell, and at other places, and, as if he 
were determined to makis a case against himself, cheering with his 
hat ; crying out " Oh ! this is a glorious sight to see ; this is what 
1 have long longed for t" that it was a capital sight that all the 
bishops should be pulled down ; that the Corporation were to be 
abused in every way ; and I am informed, that nothing could ex- 
o^d his frantic joy, when the crash sounded in his ears of the 
breaking down oi the bishop's gates. These things were done by 
this unfortunate person, putting his hat upon an umbrella, as if it 
were a cap of liberty, and on some poor Irishmen saying ^' This is 
the'blaze of liberty," the prisoner said, "It is, and if I had a few 
hundred such boys as you, we would have liberty blaze, shortly, 
all over the kingdom." We shall show that this prisoner drank a 
considerable quantity of wine, and many respectable persons 
having begged him to come into their houses, saying " For God's 
sake, don't you, a man of your respectability and station ; do come 
in ; you have been drinking." " Yes," said he, " I have drank 
som$ of the wine of the Mansion-house ; some of the feast whicli 
had been prepared for Sir C. Wetherell, and what a shame it is 
that he should feast while so many of the poor are starving.'' 
Gentlemen, the law on every point has been so clearly laid down tp 
you, in the course of these trials, that I do not think it necessary to 
dilate upon it ; but th^reis one mode of defence wliich may be set 
up, which I think it my duty to remark upon. I understand 
it will be said that he is a man of weak intellect, and subject to 
occasional aberration of mind. But, gentlemen, such a specious 
plea as this cannot in the least degree exonerate the prisoner from 
blame, remembering that this aberration is produced by a licentious 
and druqken course of conduct; nof must it be allowed to interfere 
with his deserved punishment, in the event of your considering 
him guilty of the charges alleged against him. 

Edward CuWford.— i am a grocer in Bristol; I was in the 
Square on Sunday, October 30 ;,i!uv the prisoner in the Square, 
about 1 o'clock, sfaudinfi; opposite the Mansion House, within 
tber&ilijigs of the Square; the mob were then rather quiet; be 
was c^laiming '* The b — g parsons, the b — d bishops, the r — ^y 
corftoration." Be said it as loud as be could speuk. He wished 
bell might opeu and swa.llqw up all the churches and the cor- 
poration He took his hat off his head as if bowing. Is quite 
certain oi his person. 

In his cross-examination, witness admitted that there was 
a fc^at number of persons who were innocently looking on, and 
that the prisoner, was as much with one of these classes as with 
the other. The action of the prisoner with his hat, was that 
of any person wishing to ease his head ; the action waa not an 
innocent one, but cannot say whether it waa to ease hit head or 
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to, excite the mob; cannot say I did uot use the tame action 
with my own hat while I wan Rtanding there ; whiie Davis was 
there the mob were not actually attacking' the Mansion-iihoute. 

John Gilbert^ a merchant, saw Davis, the prisoner^ in the 
Square ; he came to me imder the piazzas of the Custom Hoase> 
and addressed himself to me j I knew him before ; he said, '^This is 
the end of your d— d magistrates and bishops. ' ' He spoke in a veij 
9Dgry tone ; he called them d— d robbers. ' 

Thomas Davey, — I keep the Pilgrim public house in Tuoker- 
street; saw the prisoner at my house on the day Bridewell was de- 
stroyed; he was almost tips^, and said he had been up all night, 
and that he had been down m the square. I said I hoped he had 
not been drinking any of the wine y he said he had ; and he wished 
every church in Bristol was burnt down. Prisoner was in the 
habit at other times to express himself so when in liquor; indeed, 
his habit was so notorious of thus expressing himself, that I took no 
notice of it. He was always a very humane person, but when in 
liquor was very talkative. 

John Cross corroborated the evidence of the last witness. -. 

Hti^h Wickham, — Was living with Mr. Harris, in High-street, 
OA the Sunday of the riots. I saw the prisoner Davis with an um- 
brella in his hand, in High-street ; the mob were assembling round 
him. I heard liim say, (pointing to the church of St. Nicholas) 
*' Down with those churches j the stones will do to mend the roads/' 
He pointed with his umbrella. I heard the people round him talk- 
ing, but cannot say what about. 

John Abraham Parker. — I was in the employ of Messrs* Lucas 
in October. I saw Davis under the windows of the banquetiiig- 
room of the Mansion-house, with his umbrella, and holding his hat 
ov6r his head, he said, *' Go it, my boys, hurrah !'* 

On his cross-examination bv Mr. Smith, witness stated that 1^ 
had seen the prisoner under excitement from liquor very frequently, 
and then, if any one opposed his political sentiments, he used tx> 
express Mmself very extravagantly ; but he did not think||ie was a 
person likely to commit any atrocities or cruelties. 

Daniel Underwood is a boatman beloiig^ng to the Cust<ni^ouse ; 
saw the prisoner in the ^iiare ; heard him cheering the m(m|< there 
were a g^eat number of people about him; they were looking on. 
The mob were breaking open the gates at this time. I heard him 
say, '*God d — me, won't us have Reform ; this is what we ought 
to have done years ago." Did not see hini attacking the Mansiozk- 
house ; did hot see him lead on the mob. When I was at the G90I 
the prisoner was there, within fifty or sixty yards of it. He led on 
the mob to the attack of the gates ; he was not in front of the mob ; 
I never saw him nearer to the gate than I have stated. I did not 
hear the prisoner say any thing to the soldiers ; he offered no re- 
sistance, nor did he express any dissatisfaction at their coming. 

James Edwin Carver — Was in the prison for debt when the riots 
took place; saw the prisoner some time after the gate was open 
in the yard; I did'nt hekr him speak at ail; I saw Davis go 
away; can*t say whether the Gaol was 'then burning, or uot. 
Davis was not there more than two or three minutes before he 
went away. 
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Wm, Strftfon— I wat taik>inuler of the Gaol on the Sanday 
of the riots, when the mob broke in, but did not observe the 
prisoner among them. 

George Phippt — 1 live in King-street ; on the Sunday of the 
riots I saw the prisoner coming up Back-street, there were from 
about 120 to 130 persons; he was saying, *'D-^n their 'eyea^ 
burn them ! burn them ! down with them'.** I opened the door, 
and said to him, ^* Mr. Davis, for God*s sake do come in,'* but I 
canH say whether he heard me': at that time they went towards 
the Mansion-house ; he was then decidedly tipsy, and he was ao 
the first time, and I know his manner so well, that when drunk, 
he is almost like a madman: 

Capt, John Htfrvtft/.— Was at Princess-street bridge on the 3(Hh 
October; .saw the prisoner in the midst of the mob ; I did not 
hear him say anything nor do anything ; saw the prisoner after- 
wards ; he said the prison was on fire, it was a beautiful sight *. 
he said he had been at the prison, and liberated the prisoners : 
ha was much intoxicated : he said he bad been with the mob all 
night at the Mansion-house, and hsd partaken of the dinner 
which was intended for Sir Charles Wetherell: it was a shame 
such a dinner should bo dressed for them while so many thou- 
sands were starving. 

Witness, on his cross-examination by Mr. Smith, said he ad-: 
<fressed the prisoner, saying, " You ought not to use such 
violent language.'* 

Win, tFood-" I saw the prisoner in the front of the mob, 
who were proceeding from Prince*s-8treet bridge towards the 
gaol : he took his hat ofi^, and placed it on his umbrella, and 
he turned the umbrella round : he made some noise, bnt what 
he said 1 cannot say: the mob went over the bridge: Davis 
went with them : saw the prisoner again : he came up to where 
Capt. Harvey and I stood ; he said the firing of the gaol was a 
glorious sight and beautiful ; said he had been at the prison, 
and liberated prisoners : he said he was drunk, and that he had 
been up all night, and had entered the Mansion-house with the 
mob, and it was a great pity it had not happened forty or fifty 
years ago, as an example to the whole world; and that he 
would with pleasure heaa a ttipb of twenty thousand : he wished 
all the bishops were hangi vai t1||» churches burnt. 

John How, Toll-keeper of ^Itatoe'S-street Bridge. I saw Davis 
coming from the Gaol on the. Sunday afternoon ; people were passk 
ingto and fix) ; he stopped at .the tcSi-gute upon the pier ; he said, 
"Where now is your d—d Corporation, your d — d Bishops, 

your d d Dock Company ?*' About five o'clock, which was an 

hour after this time, our Toll-house was burnt. When I saw him, 
he was in a state of violent excitement, and was drunk. 



[To be continued.] 
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JRieftord Jcmef* gilder, Park-street, remembera the Sunday of 
tiie lioti} met prisoner in Marsh-street; he spoke to me and said) 
^' D — ^n your eyes, JameS; this is glorious ; this is the sort of thin§f 
we want." I said it was not the sort of thing I wanted, and that I 
believed he would be the last man to want it, if he went home and 
went to bed. I made that remark because he was tipsy. 

John Rieheti saw the prisoner among the mob who were 
following the soldiers from the gaol. 

fVm. Haroey is a printer, residing at Bedminster j was at Col- 
lege-green about eight o'clock on the Sunday night of the riots ; 
lew Davis come from towards the Drawbridge to the Deanery 

end) he came up and said to me, <* The d d Bishops have been 

the cause of this.'' I told him I thought the time was come when 
tt behoved men to suppress their feelings fer the public good. He 
made me an answer which I do not recollect ; but he shortly aftw 
said, he was sure it would come to this pass ; he could foresee it 

twenty years back ; he said it was a d d shame for one Bishop 

io have ^40,000 per year, while so many were stanringi Just at 
that time the soldiers rode by. There were, when he E^poke to me 
first, about three round me, and when he had done speaking there 
were twenty or thirty round ns. His words were expre^ye of 
regret for all the mischief; he neither said or did any thmg to ex* 
cite the mob to mischief. 

Adam Batt'oH,-'! keep the Albion Tavern, Prince's-fftreet ; saw 
ihe prisoner Davis, at my house at twelve or one o'clock in the 
day ; Davis was talking loud ; do not know the conversation, I 
only heard him d — n the bishops, the church, and the <dergy ; I 
will not say he was sober, becaiise he was in a very agitated state; 
his conduct was the very opposite of a sober man. 

Edward Perr^l-^1 saw the prisoner' on the Sunday of the riots, 
at the Albion, in Princess Street. I heerd him make use dT violent 
ezpresnons ; I think that he was driink'; he said, as fiur as I can re- 
collect, that he was got into an unpleesant situation ; that he had 
heard that the effioets' had been on the look out for him ; he did 
not tell me why ) he came to my honse ; he remained at my hoos^ 
the whole night; he remained up stairs in my bed-room; he went 
to bed with me ; and oontinned with me until the Sunday evening 
after the fires ; when I acbomoanled lilm to Hill's-bridge ; there 
was a gig wai<ing; Joseph PhiUips was in it, and they went away* 
I did not see him afterwards until in prison. 

Tkomat Croifr^^.— Am an attorney, had been in search of the 
prisoner ; yesterday week 1 enquired after him of a house at Suttoa 
Montis ; f seerdbed Uu faim two hours; I found him theve in aa 
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nnfloored attic, between two joists of the floor ; he was lying 
down ; I had a candle with me. He said, '^ You have found me 
then ;" I replied, " Yes, and you must come with me.** He 
said, *' I will, but I hope yon will not do me|any harm.'' Mr. 
Harmer was in the house. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — I did not know that there was 
an information against the prisoner for capital felony. I went to 
■earch fbr him, at the request of Mr. Harmer ; know there was 
a reward against him ; know there was a great excitement in this 
dty about the riots. 

Wm. Harmer, — I am an attorney ; I went in search of the pn- 
soner ; I have been several times out of Bristol for the purpose ; I 
went to Sutton Montis, when the last witness found him. He 
came down stairs with last witness, and said to me, he thought he 
had lo9t his hat, and he thought he had left it where he was round ; 
I went to look for his hat ; I cautioned him as to whatever he might 
say, as it would be produced against him ; he said, he had been to 
Shepton Mallet, Frampton, and other places. I spoke to him about 
the coat he had on, and asked him if it was his, he said, '< No; he 
had borrowed it for the purpose of disguise ;" and when he was on 
the road to Bristol, he said, that sometliing might be against him 
•as to what he had said, but he would not tell me what. 

fThis was the case for the Crown.] 

The prisoner said, he would leave his case to his Counsel. 

Thomai Myers. — Am a tiler and plasterer ; T know Davis, tfie 
prisoner^ and was with him at his door, when Sir C. Wetharell was 
making his entry ; he shook hands with me, and said, he would go 
' to the end of Temple Street, to see Sir C. come in; I said he had 
better not; he said, he hoped and trusted every tiling would be 
quiet. 

Wm» HumphryB was called on a question as to whose proper^ 
the gaol was (raised as an objection by Mr. Smith and Mr. BaD, 
the prisoner's counsel.) 

CharUi 5Aordttcft.— Keeps the Saracen's-head, Tem|de-gate: 
Davis was at his house from eight to six o'clock on Saturday, the 
29th of October. 

Wm, Tregay, — Saw Davia at the Saracen's-head, a little be- 
fore eight o'clock. 

Robert i4/i«n.— Saw Davis, in the evening, at the Fountain-head, 
tnd at the George and Dragon. 

John Hodges, — The prisoner was at my hoase from hal£-p!wt 
ten to five minutes past eleven. I saw him go into his house^ 
which is near my own. 

Priscilia Roberts* — Was servant to the prisoner in Oct. last ; he 
resides at Counter-slip. I remember the night of the riots before 
the fires: he came home on the Saturday night between ten and 
eleven o'clock, and went to bed ; he got up the next morning at 
•fcor ten o'clock ; he breakfasted at home; he then Idft home to 
get shaved, and returned about two o'clock to dimuar ; he went 
out again in about half an hour afterwards; he returned "between 
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hve and six, and took tea, and went out again directly after. I do 
not. know what time he returned that night. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde.— I went to bed at 
about eleren on Saturday nig^t, and got up next morning at seven 
o'clock. I heard of the gaol being on fire ; it was after my master 
went out after his dinner : I went to bed at ten that night. 

Fnmcis Barnes, -^hivea at Counter-slip: saw prisoner on the 
Sunday of the fires, at one o'clock, in Counter-slip ; saw him about 
two o'clock on Monday morning; he was intoxicated: has known 
the prisoner for fifteen years ; he always bore the character of a very 
honest and industrious man, and was very charitable and humane. 

David Thomas, tallow-chandler, Castle-street. — Saw the prisoner 
at the top of High-street, on the Sunday of the riots ; he said, 
." What a dreadfiil scene it is ; I thought it would come to this." 
His general character has been honest and industrious. 

Joseph Thomas, gilder, Nelson-street. — Saw the prisoner near 
Bathurst-bridge : when the attack was made upon the gaol, Davis 
said, ** It is too bad; it is, indeed." 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. — I first saw him 
(Davis) on the bridge ; I saw him there continually for an half-hour; 
I walked away with my friends and Davis remained ; I was not 
nearer at any time to the gates than one hundred and fifty yards ; 
the prison was on fire before I left ; it was when 1 first came up 
I had the conversation, and when 1 left be was on the bridge ; I 
did not see him in any conversation with any one else ; I suppose 
I was close to him for twenty minutes; the mob was increasing; 
Mr. G. Barton was with me. We were quite distinct firom the 
riotous party. 

George Barton^ ironmonger, Nelson- street. — I was on the Swivel- 
bridge, with Mr. Thomas and the prisoner, on the day of the riots: 
I saw Davis, and we went up to him, and said to him, '* This is 
'dreadful work;" and he said, ** It was; and it was an infernal 
shame such a lot of thieves should be set at liberty." Has known 
the prisoner ten years ; he is an honest and sober man. 

Mrs. Davey, — Is landlady of the Ship public- house, in Pipe- 
iane ; prisoner was in my house on the Sunday of the riots ; he left 
at about half-past nine o'clock in the evening. 

Reece £/ia«.-— Is a tailor ; overtook Davis on the Sunday evening 
the other side of the Drawbridge ; he advised me not to go further. 

John Good.— Manager of Williams' Brewery; witness was 
walking through the square, on the night of the fire, and requesting 
persons to go to the Exchange, and come down in a body against 
the rioters ; I asked Davis to be one, and he said he would ; he 
was doing no act of violence, he was regretting what had occurred ; 
has known him ten or twelve years, and he is a very honest man. 

John B» Harwood, Esq,, wholesale groca*. — Has known tlie 
prisoner three years ; he was industrious, and benevolent to the 
poor. 

John Fry, woollen-draper ; John Bland, Broadmead, ware- 
house-keeper and carrier ; F, Berrington, Esq. ; and Mr, Fiske, 
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gtocer, of Cotmter-slip ; bore testimonj to the excellence of the 
prisoner's character^ haying known him for a long period of 
fearr. 

The Lord Chief Jdrticb commenced summing up at ten 
minutes before six, and stated that this was a capital indictment^ 
under the Act of George the 4th, which stated, if any person shall 
riotously and tumultUousIy assemble, he is guilty of capital felony, 
ftnd being convicted thereof, shall suffer death. His Lordship 
having recapitulated the various testimony, said, the main points 
for the consideration of the Jury, were, whether during the de- 
struction of the New Gaol, the prisoner was aiding, assisting, and 
co-operating with the mob, in the destruction of the Gaol. He 
would leave it to them to say, whether the whole of the evidence 
satisfied ^hem, that he was aiding, assisting, and leading on the 
mob at the attack of the New Gaol ; if so, they must in justice to 
their country find a verdict of Guilty, but, should they not be satis- 
fied, and fully satisfied of this, then they would give the prisoner 
the benefit of that doubt, and of course find a verdict of- Not 
Guilty. From the very great attention which they had paid, 
.during the whole of this painfiil examination, he could safely leave 
the case in their hands. 

The Jurv after having retired for an hour, returned into Court, 
with a verdict of Guilty. 

Before Mr. Justice Taunton. . . 

MARGARET DWYER was charged with recmving a sheet, 
value five shillings, from some evil-disposed person, the property 
of Mr. Humphries of the New Gaol. 

The prisoner lived in Marsh-street, and the sheet was found 
under a bed in her house. The prisoner received a good character 
from severed witnesses, and the Jury pronounced a verdict of Not 
Guilty. 

She was then arraigned for stealing the said sheet, but no evidence 
was offered. 

CHARLES HUISH and JAMES STREET were indidted for 
stealing a cask of elderberry wine, the property of Eliz. Davis. 

John, Johnson searched Huish's house, in Hampton-court, parish 
of St. Paul, and found several articles, amongst which were sundry 
books, and bottles of wine, also the ca«ik named in the indictment. 

Elhahetk Davis lived in Queen-square at the time of the riots, 
and identified the cask. 

The prisoner Street said he had never seen the cask befor6 the 
officers found it in the house. 

Huish said he had picked it up in the Squak'e, and wheki the 
officers came he gave it up at once. 

Both prisoners received a .good character from persons who 
knew them. They were found Guilty, and sentenced to Fourteen 
Years' Transportation. 

JOHN JONES wa-! indicted for stealing a military jacket, the 
property of Robert Say. 

The jacket was found upon the prisoner at the Infirmary* whitfaeir 
he wai conveyed, after havu^ received a wound in his bead. 
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Robert Sag statedi that he be^Qoged to a corps of cavalry, and 
waa lodging in ooe of the bouses in the Square at the time of tht 
riots. He identified the jacket. 

Tha. prisoner^ in his defence, said he had picked the jacket up in 
tli^ Square. The Jury found him Guilty, aed he was aentenc^to 
Twelve Months' Impris'onment and hard labnour. 

^ ANNAU REEVES was indicted for stfjAling. one book, three 
sheets, apd a variety of other articles, the property of Ueniy 
Smith. 

Tb(9 pri8cme][p was. detected, by John Wharrey> wlulat oonveyiDg 
the property along Redcliff-street, early on^ the Monday niocmng: ^ 
the riotsu 

Mn, Smith lived in the Square, and their house was plundered 
and burnt ; she lost all her wearing apparel, some of which sbe^ 
now identified. 

The prisoner, m her defence, said she was going to ddiver up 
the property, when she was searched and detained. 

The Jury g^ve a verdict of Guilty, and she was sentenced to 
Six Months' Imprisonment. 

RICHARD NEVILLE was indicted for stealmg a table, th<^ 
property of a person unknown. 

Ge^Sit Plumley, a poulterer in Maryport-street, saw the prisoner 
conveying a good mahogany table av^ay from the Square on th^ 
night of the riots ; he u£fered to dispose of it near the theatre ; ia\^ 
him again near the post-office, and he was then proposing to liell 
it. Witness ofifered twelve shillings for it, if prisoner would bring 
it to his house ; it was perhaps worth ^ ; he was about to comply 
wdth these teroLs, but recognised the witness, and told him ho 
would mark him another day. 

Francis Tucket saw the prisoner in the Square, coming out of a 
house occupied by Thomas Crocker, with a parasol and shawl ; 
collared him and took the things from him. 

The prisoner said the table was given to him in the Square • 
Guilty ; Seven Years' TransporUon. 

WILLIAM BURGES was indicted for stealing eight pounds' 
iveight of paper, the property of his Majesty. 

Samtfs/ Millard searched the house oi the prisoner, who said h^ 
had no property but his own> and he would be d--d if any on^ 
should search it. 

Wiliian Millard, accompanied his brother in the search ; they 
feund a great many books under the coals and in other places, and 
some paper in th^paasage. 

L. hichardson, a searcher in his Marty's Customs, identified 
the paper as belonging to the Custom-house. 

The prisoner snA the paper and other property had been put, 
unknown to him, where they were found, by a young man, who 
visited him# Some witnesses gave him a character for honesty. 
Guilty ; Six Months' Imprisonment and hard labour. 

JAMES HASTY was indicted for stealing paper, of the vaju^ 
of two shillings, the piopei'tjt of Messrs. Bradley & Barnard. 
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Joteph Winih had searched a room occupied i>y the prisoner, ia 
Marsh -street ; found some cancelled notes of the Wellington bank, 
which he admitted were not his property. 

Thomas Furlong identified the notes as having been on the 
premises of Messrs. Bradley 8c Barnard, Accountants, in the 
Square. 

The prisoner said he knew nothing about the notes ; he was in 
bed at the time of the fires. The Jury, under the direction of the 
learned Judge, acquitted the prisoner. 

Wm. REESE was indicted for stealing five pounds' weight of 
paper, the property of. J. Leman;£sq. The Counsel for the pri- 
soner statea that it was not his intention to produce any evidence 
in this case, the property being of so trifiing a value ; and the pri- 
soner having received a most excellent character, he was accord- 
ingly acquitted. 

WM. MASON was inflicted for feloniously stealing a gold 
watch, and a silver pen orpencil-case, the property of Julia Harford. 

Julia /far/brd.-*Resided with her mother in the Square, and the 
house was plundered and burnt down ; the watch and pencil-case 
now produced were her property. 

The prisoner said he lound the watch on Brandon-hill, and the 
pen he got from a boy; Guilty; imprisoned, and kept to hard la- 
bour, for Twelve Months. 

The Court then adjourned. 



THURSDAY, JANUARY 12. 

SENTENCES. 

Their Lordships entered the Court at ten o'clock, and^U three, 
accompanied by the Duke of Beaufort, took their seats upon the 
bench. The Court was extremely full, and a great number of females 
was present. Silence having been proclaimed, Christopher Davis, 
Wm. Clarke, Thomas Gregory, Richard Vines, and Joseph Kayes, 
were placed at the bar, and the solenm interrogatory put to them, 
why sentence of death should not be passed upon them 1 The 
prisoners shed tears, and were in a dreadful state of agitation ; the 
moment the Cryer had made the usual proclamation of silence, 
while their Lordships passed sentence of death upon the prisoners, 
the unfortunate man Kayes, shrieked out '* Oh ! I am not guilty I 
my wife ! my children ! murder ! I am murdered." He instantly 
fell into a convulsive fit, and the attendants were obliged to remove 
him from the Bar, and surgeons were sent to attend lam. Their 
Lordships then placed their black caps upon their heads. Vines 
then cryed out, in great agitation, " Oh ! my dear Lord, mercy !'* 

The Lord Chief Justice then addressed them as follows : — 
Prisoners at the bar, you have every one of you been convicted, 
upon evidence which in each particular /;ase can have no doubt of 
your ^uilt, of crimes of such a magnitude against society, that 
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Botfedng 'can exceed their enormity ; jron have deprived manj of 
b cir only means of livelihood, and carried fire into the dwellings- 
of the peacefiil and the innocent ; imless the just severity of Uie 
law is carried into effect upon yon, society is at an end, and the 
week win become the prey of the strong, there being no secarity or 
lafet/* It was not want which made vou do these, for you a])pear 
above such a temptation ; but it was for the purpose oi giving up 
tins dtv to the flames* You have been guilty of outraging the 
laws of DOtii God and man. 

YoQ) Christopher Davis, have been proved to have been in the 
nudtt of these transactions, encouraging, aiding, and assisting in 
Ijie commission of crime ; it is a dreadiul circumstance to see a man 
of.yoar respectability thus outraguig the laws of society, and thus 
bringing misery and despair on his friends and nelations. You, 
William Clarke, have also been proved to have been the ibremoet 
among the rioters, actually committing a great part of the outrage 
with your own hands. You, Thomas Gregory, have been also 
proved^ upon the fullest evidence, not only to have been guilty of 
these crimes, but you actually carried the burning papers into* the 
house. You, Richard Vines, [the prisoner earnestly begged lor 
mercy] called on the mob to come on, fed the flames with your 
own hands, and have been guilty of the greatest enormitiesw 

I earnestly entreat of you, that you will prepare yourselves for 
that great and awflil change which will shortly and assuredly take 
place ; and it is my earnest hope you may obtain that forgiveness 
at another bar which is denied you here. It now only remains ft>r 
me to perform that duty, extremely painful as it is to me, of passing 
upon you the dreadful sentence of the law — Thafyou and all of you 
be taken from hence to the place from whence you came, and from 
thence to the Place of Execution ; and that you be there severally 
hanged by the neck until you are dead; and may the Almighty 
God have mercy on your souls. 

His Lordship was extremely affected, as were all the persons in 
Court. When the sentence had been passed, the unfortunate 
Christopher Davis cla«iped his hands together, and earnestly im 
plored their Lordships to spare his life, exclaiming that he had not 
teen guilty of what had been imputed to him. 

Joseph kayes, who was indicted and found guilty of firing the 
dwelling-house of Mr. Charles Bull, and who was placed at the 
bar with the above-mentioned four unhappy men, was unable to 
hear the sentence of Death pronounced upon him, and was obliged 
to be removed out of the Court, in the deepest anguish of mind. 
He was however, brought up in the course of the day, when the 
awful ceremony took place. 

The prisoners having been removed from the bar; Pal rick 
Kearney, Daniel Higgs, James Courtney, John Mackay, T. E. 
Rendall, James Sims, John Towel, Matthew Worry, Cornelius 
Hickey, James Snook, William Reynolds, George Andrews, 
Patrick Barnett, Benjamin Broad, Stephen GHiHfuid, Michael 
Sullivan, Timothy ColUugs, Heury Green, and Charles Wil- 
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Umiw, were plftcrd at the bar, «id. tb« usuMit qnofciDiHi belnf 
put as to why sentence of <lealk sUmlii not be vcc«rded against 
Iheniy 

Tba Chibf Juarici uddreutd them as foliovs :«— Priaoncri 
at tbe bar, aftrr tbe most patieni trials, by iiitelU^nft and im- 
partial Juries, yojii have been each of you fomod Gnilt]^ of 
riotingt and tumultaously assembling, and destroyio|C in tbis 
city, wbicb baa bfe» to> yo« a protection-; you bave left a great 
part of it in ruius, more complete than woiyld buve beev4b« 
case- if it had been attacked by a forcitcn for, even the most 
mevciiess, burning and destroying tbe dweUinga of tbe mbabii 
taatsk The blood which has been spilt lies at yonr door. Vf e 
have, however, been induced, although sentence of death must 
be recorded against you, to join in a merciful petition to His 
MajfSty, that your lives may be spared ; but still will year 
puuisltment be most severe. You are doomed to pass the re^ 
maiudcr of four lives in a foreign, and a far distant land,. sepa- 
rate for ever from your parents, your children, relatiotte and 
friends; — an awful example that the triumph of injustioe is 
short-lived, and that the law is too strong to be attacked by 
jour efibrts. 

Whilst the prisoners were being removed, Kearney said, '* I 
am thankful that my life is spared — I care not, for Irelaiid wiU 
be free ; Ireland n iVee !** 

Before Mr. Justicb BosAXQurr. 

JOSEPH KEATS stood indicted for stealing a violin and a 
work-box, and several other articles,, the property of William Cross j 
and JOHN COX and MARY COX stood indicted for receiving 
the same, knowing them to be stolen. 

William Cross lived in the Square, and his house had been "burnt 
during the riots. The violin and several other articles now: produ- 
ced were his property. 

• — rej»p/ar searched the house of Cox, and found the property 
over a trap-door, under the roof. Mary Cox reproved Keats for 
not burning the property, aa she had instructed him. 

Cox, the male prisoner* said he knew nothing of the prppertjr 
until his son brought it, who said he had got it in the S^uarel 
Keats said hs found the things. John and Mary Cox, Acquitted j| 
Keats, Guilty. 

JAMES COLE was indicted for stealing a box, a picture, and 
two books, from certain houses in the Square. 

4nn James identified the box and books as belonging tp Mr. 
Johnson. 

Robert H. Triokey searched the prisoner's house> and found & 
box, three bottles of wine, and a picture, concealed under ashes 
and saw-dust. 

William Cross identified the picture. 

The prisoner, in hi§ defence, said that his little boy had brought 
in tbe Ik>x «md picture : he said a woman had dropped the picture 
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in the stre^) md priatmet diastiaed him. On tb^ Monday mora* 
in^ he brought the t)ox, which, he said he hod picked dp in the 
Square; prisoner brok^ it opefa, to pat the thin^ in and take them 
to the church* 

The Jury pronounced the prisoner Ouiltj. Six Months'. Impri-» 
vonment and hard labour. 

JAMES COLEMAN Atood indicted for goihg to the hOow of 
l^iomas Blethyn'and demanding^ money. 

Thomai Biethyn.^^l am a wooUen-'draper; the prisoner; wbs ibrv 
medy in my eervice ; he left before the riots, about twelve menthst 
He came to my house the Sunday of the riots> about eight o'cloek . 
«l night. I heard the cry of ^<Blethyn/' and «Fire, fire,'' in High- 
street; saw the mob coming up Maryport-street ; I saw them 
oome np towards my back doori they went to the back ddor, and 
began knocking at it and ringing the bell. I held the door fast; 
tfae^r hanamered the more; saw the prisoner when I opened the 
door, and ethers with him $ tliey said they were come for mooey^ 
The prisoner said, ** formy salary.'^ I said I owed him nothing. 
The mob then said, '* That ^-iil never do tbr us ; we will hairs 
money or blood." The prisoner said, ''Do not hurt him, he has 
been a good master to me." They said £4 was their demand* 
and they must have it. I then went up for the money to my 
dining^-^>om $ I brought it all down in silver, and gave it to the 
prisoner; he held his cap for it ; he then said he would never trouble 
me any more — I was a good fellow to give it to him. He said this 
to the mob ; the mob then went away ; the prisoner went with 
them. 

John Baiden.'—l was in Mr. Blethyn'^ service ; saw the mob 
come to the house ; they conducted themselves violently ; the 
prisoner was among'them ; they cried out at the outer gate, "Fire, 
fire.** The prisoner said, "No, no, he has been a good master to 
me.'* They did not set it on fire ; I saw the money brought and 
given to tlie piisoner. 

The prisoner said he had no person in this country to speak for 
him ; Mr. Blethyn owed him the money. 

The learned Judge then charged the Jury, who found the 
prisoner Guilty, and sentence of Death was recorded against him. 

JAMES PRICE and JAMES DYER were indicted for de- 
manding four gallons of beer, at the Three Boars' Heads, Horse- 
£un on the SOth October last. 

Kitty Walters^ is the wife of Mr. Walt^s, who keeps the Three 
Boars' Heads ; a mob came to the house between one and two 
o'clock in the night of the 30th October ; they threatened to pull 
the house down, if beer was not given to them. Witness drew 
them be^, and was very much alarmed. 

lienry Sage Powel identified Price as one of the mob. 

Joseph Low§ saw both the prisoners present. 

The Jury brought in a verdict of Guilty, aad sentence of Death 
was recorded against them. 

CHARLES NOTT was indicted for assaulting and robbing Edw. 
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Zincnft, spirit dealer, Peter- street, of two gallons of mm, two 
of brandy, and two of gin. 

Jamtt Cronin, — Was in the service of Mr. Zincraft. On the 
night of dOth Oct. a mob broke in the windows and demanded li- 
quor and money. The prisoner was amongst them, and said " D — n 
your eyes, give us the liquor, or we will bum your house down." 
Witness and Mr. Zincraft then gave them some spirits. 

Edward Zincraft said the mob knocked at the door with an iron 
crow-bar ; at first there were about twenty, but they subsequently 
increased. Witness was much alarmed, and supplied them with 
spirits. Did not see the prisoner there. 

Wm, Shear, — Is a porter to Mr. Zincraft j and saw the prisoner 
among the mob. 

The Jury pronounced a verdict of Ouilty ; — sentenced to Twelve 
Months' Imprisonment and kept to hard labour. 

WILLIAM DOHERTY was indicted for having stolen property 
in his possession ; but the Attorney-General declined to call any 
evidence, stating his belief, founded on the respectability of the 
witnesses in behalf of the prisoner, that this was one of those cases 
in which the property was really intended to have been restored to 
the owner. 

COURT IN ST. GEORGE'S CHAPEL. 

Against MARY PARKER for stealing the property of Thomas 
Hayland, no evidence was produced, and she was consequently 
discharged. 

THOMAS BRIMMELwas indicted for stealing a Bible> the 
property of J. P. Kirby. 

Stephen Prichard searched the prisoner's houae^ and found the 
Bible ; — J. P. Kirby identified it as his property. 

The prisoner said he hoped he might be found as innocent^ when 
arraigned before the bar of the Almighty, as he was of this crinte. 
Vardict — Guilty ; Six Months' Imprisonment, and hard labour. 

ANN PARKER was indicted for stealing a sofe, the property 
oi Benjamin Bicklcy. 

Benjamin Bickley occupied one of the houses which were burnt 
down, and had since seen a soilt in the possession of a person, 
named Hole, which was his property. 

• John Hole searched the prisoner's house in the Commercial-road, 
Temple- backs, where he foimd the sofa; the prisoner said she 
picked it up in the square, and brought it home for the purpose of 
restoring it to the owner. 

The Jury returned a verdict of Guilty, rocommending the pri- 
soner to mercy. She was sentenced to One Month's Imprisonment 
and hard labour. 

WILLIAM LEE was indicted for stealing a siver spoon, the 
l^roperty of W. C. Stephens. 

W, C, Stephens, occupied a house in the square, which was bnmt 
down, and he lost all his property, some plate and desert spoons 
among ths rest : he identified the spoon. 

Thomas Sutton is assistant to Mr. Woolley, silversmith; and pri- 
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toBef came to his master's shop to sell the spoon, when he was 
taken into custody. 

The prisoner said he had found and not stolen the spoon ; and a 
'ititness deposed that he was at home all night of the 30th of Oct. 

The Jury gave a verdict of Guilty; but this probably being hk 
&vt offence, recommended him to mercy. Sentence — Three 
Months' Imprisonment, and hard labour. 

ELEANOR DOYLE and DANIEL DOYLE, mother and 
(lGn> were indicted for stealing a silver watch. 

Wm. PrUekard searched tlie prisoners' house, neither of ihem 
being at home ; found the watch now produced; there was also 
other property. 

Jitnbrote Brettal stated, that he had been robbed of a watch, and 
the robber was sent to Bridewell, the watch being placed in the 
hands of Mr. Evans, the governor. He identified it as his {Nroper^k 

The female prisoner, in her defence, stated that her son came 
home, and said he had found a watch outside the Bridewell j and 
her daughter brought in the other articles. 

Verdict : — Daniel Doyle, Guilty ; Eleanor Doyle, Not Gufity. 
The Jury said, that her conduct had been highly reprehensible in 
the encouragement of her children to robbery. Sentence of Daniel 
Doyle, Six Months' Imprisonment, with hard labour, and to be 
once privately whipped. 

JAS. WALKEk was indicted for assaulting G.Baker, putting 
him in fear, and stealing from him one quart <^ beer, value 6d. hw 
jwroperty, on the 31st of October. 

Sergeant Wilde stated the case, and said, this was a somewhat 
different case firom those you have already heard ; he is aecosed 
of stealing certain property of small amount, but you will find 
that there are circumstances in this case which makes it serious; 
because, on the night of the riots, you will find that while one a^t 
of persons were burning in the Square, others were going riotousfy 
about to the public and other houses, putting the inhabitants in 
bodily fear, and robbing them of their property, and therefore they 
were guilty of capital felony. You will find the prisoner was one 
of these, and that the prosecutor was put in bodily fear, and robbed, 
as stated in the indictment. 

George Baker, — I keep the 'Rfise and Crown in Broadmead; saw 
a mob of persons approaching my house, on Sunday, the 3(Hh of 
October; I saw them first at the Elephant and Castle opposite; 
tb^ were hanmiering at the door; it was firom half-past twelve tp 
hall-past one o'clock in the morning. I heard some one say thej 
would have down the Rose and Crown. I went up stairs and saw 
the prisoner hammering at the door of the Elephant and Castle. I 
oame down stairs, and they were hanmiering with sticks at my 
door; the prisoner had a stick in his hand. I went and got some 
heer, and my servant opened the door to know what they wanted. 
I did not hear any body ask for beer. I asked them, when the 
door was opened, what they wanted; they said they wanted beer; 
there were sereral at the door ; the prisoner was there. I took out 
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ft quart of beer; then I went to fetch a second quart, and wheA I 
went out to them with it, they dashed the cup down in the street, 
and swore they would have money. I shut the docHr against them ; 
they did nothing' more. I gave them the beer through fear$ I ex- 
pected to have had my doors beat in if I did not. 

Richard Lewis. — I Live with my mother, who keeps the Elephant 
and Castle, in Broadmead $ on the Sunday niarfat of the riots, ft 
mob of persons came to our house firom Mr. Holder's of the White 
Horse ; they were shouting as they came along, and bad sticks in 
their hands ; they beat our door with sticks, and they demanded 
sometbing to drink, with threats, and I told them if they would 
not injure the place I would give them something to drink ; i flfave 
tkma out two gallons of beeir ; they then demancfed money ; I filled 
my pocket with coppers and gave it to them ; they flung the eu^ 
which we gave them to drnk the beer from Uirough our windovi^ 
Ths prisoner admitted he had been there when I apprehended him 
Ihft fpllowing morning. 

Chm'les Holdtr^ — My father keeps the ' "White Horse, in the 
iiorse»fiiir ; a hvob of persons came to the house on the Sunday 
night, 30th October ; the prisoner was one of them ; they demand ed 
seme beer, and hamssered the door with pieces of wood ; they 
tfareatsned to five the boose ualoss 'their ,demaDds were compliea 
with ; we gave them beer \ they went towaxdv the '*^)ephtet tad 
Castle, .•■.■■• 

Cruss-ezamined by prifOBer.<»«KiMw hfan beoanse he had leen 
him before, twice. 

This was the case for the Ctown. 

The piisoner, in his defionce,' said he was not with the iivob| and 
he kaew nothing about it. 

' The Jury, wilbout a minute^s consideration, fonnd the prisoner 
Ouilty. Senlence ol Death recorded against ^ prisoner. 

The Court a^oomed itt^abont J^ine o'clock. 



[To b9 oontlnoed.] 



No. 12. PRICE THREE HALF-PENCE. 

TRIALS CONTINUED. 



FRIDAY, JANUARY IS. 
Brfore Mr. JtiSTicB Bosanquet. 

SAMUEL SMITH was indicted for felonioiiRly stealing, on th» 
31st Oct., a drerain^-table, value <£l, the property of Mits JaniM. 
The Attoriiet General stated the case. 
W. Prichard, — Have known the prisoner two years; rememb* 
the fires in Queen-square ; 1 saw the prisoner there, several tiuief 
that night ; he lived in Maudlin-lane, half-a-mile from the square ; 
I saw him carrying away a table and other things ; don't know 
what they were ; I saw him with a box ; it was from one to three in 
the morning ; I saw him more than once going into his lodging, 
when he came to the door he gave a loud whistle ; the door waa 
then opened : I was distant about a dozen yards from him ; I searched 
part of his lodging afterwards, on the Tuesday following. I know 
they were his lodgings, seeing kirn go in at meal-times ; I ran*t say 
he was there the first time I went there ; I saw the table th«*re ; it 
was marked, and removed to the church, and then to the exchange; 
there were notices posted through the city, directing property to 
be brought to the exchange ; saw other property there j saw a glan 
jug, it was not broken. 

CroESnexamined by Mr. Smith. — The prisoner lodged opposite 
my house ; had no other knowledge of him than seeing him go in 
and out ; I saw him three or four times that night ; his house wat 
searched before I searched it \ the table was standing in the ro<mi $ 
A man of the name of Davis removed it to the exchange ; I did 
not see the son of the prisoner there; I know Mr. Huxtable who 
^lodges in the same house as the prisoner ; I donH know wheth«>r he 
was present at the search ; I never heard him represent himself as 
a minister of the gospel. 

Re-examined. — I understand the prisoner was a preacher in some 
of the chapels. 

Wm. Pritchard the £/d^.— •! am cousin to the last witness, and 
I was with him to search the prisoner's house about eleven o'clock ; 
did not see the prisoner there ; saw several things ; there were 
eight large and four small account- books, and ten others ; I fonnd 
several glasses ; the account-books were new ; there were some 
papers in the drawers of the dressing-table ; when coming down, 
I saw the prisoner ; he said something about taking them for the 
preservation of the property ; the articles^were sent to St. Michael's 
Church. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — He said that he had taken the 
property to preserve for the owners ^ I made no observation about 
the things to the prisoner, when I was taking them ; the things I 
found were open in the room ; there was no attempt at prevarication 
about these things; I did not say that Smith ought to be re- 
warded, for bis care of these things ; did not use any words to tliat 
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eflTect ; Mr. Hiixiable was backwards and forwards ; nothing oc- 
curred then, that induced me to tbiniL Smith had btolen them. 

Re-examined, — I first went into the room where the articles weie ; 
can't say the whole of them were there ; I did not take the inven- 
tory in that room ; did not tell the prisoner*8 son to take the things 
to the exchange, and he would be rewarded. 

MUs James, — I had a house in Queen-square ; it was destroyed 
on the Monday morning of the fires ; nearly the whole of ray things 
were lost : I know this dressing-table ; it is mine. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — I was in the Square on the 
Monday morning, just before three o'clock ; the things were not 
removed then. 

James Room, — I had a house in Queen- square ; it was destroyed 
the night of the riots : T know those papers ; many of them are in 
my hand- writing ; I am in the employment of Messrs. Miles ; here 
is a letter addressed to Messrs. Miles : it was found in the drawer; 
I find in several instances the name is cut off the paper ; I saw one 
of the papers about ten days before the riots. 

By the Court. — The names of Messrs. Miles were not cut off tlie 
papers in the counting-house. 

Here the Attorney-General stated he would not proceed any 
further on this case : the prisoner was Acquitfed. 

PETER BROWN next stood indicted for feloniously and riot- 
ously assembling with five hundred other persons, making a great 
noise and tumult, on Saturday, 29th October. 
• The Attorney-General, in addressing the Jury, said, that 
the prisoner at the bar was one of the mob of persons w^ho assailed 
Sir Charles Wetherell on his entrance into this city, on Saturday, 
29th of October last : looking at the prisoner it would be impossible 
to say, from his appearance, whether he contemplated high treason 
and the subversion of the State, or whether he entertained feelings 
of resentment against the learned gentleman alluded to, became 
his difference in opinion from him on political subjects : ^e^tain it 
is that the city had been plundered, devastated by a mob composed 
of such persons as the prisoner at the bar: the learned RecJj^der 
had been assailed and hooted by the mob with abusiire epithets on 
his entry into this city, and on alighting at the Mansion-house, 
his life was absolutely put in jeopardy, by the stones, sticks, and 
other missiles that were thrown at him : the constables too, who 
endeavoured to protect him firom the fury of the mob, were 
similarly assailed : of that mob the prisoner at the bar could be 
proved to have formed a part. 

The Attorney-General then proceeded to observe, that the 
disgracefiil scenes of outrage and pillage, attended with the de- 
structio;i of so much property by fire, Cunder the ruins of which 
many of the rioters lost their lives, and their bodies are still lying 
there, without the rites of sepulture, in a state of putrefaction : ; 
what had occurred in this city had made it an especial object of 
attention to the government, and care would be taken, if at any 
future period a recurrence of such scenes should take place, to sup- 



123 

press it at the commencement, and bring the offenders to speedj 
jastice. As this vras the last time he should have the hononr of 
addressing them, he begged to express his unqualified approbation 
and admiration at the enlightened, humane, and impartial manner 
in which the Juries of this city had performed their duty, and as- 
sisted in promoting the ends of justice. [It appeared upon the 
testimony of the witnesses, that the prisoner was among the mob 
who assailed the Recorder on his entry into this city.] 

John Hobb8f by Mr. CoLsaiDGE. — I was acting as a consta- 
ble on October 29; recollect people assembling at the Man* 
ion-house ; went down about eleven o'clock with the Sheriffs* 
carriages ; there were a great number of people following the 
carriage ; saw stones thrown at the carriage ; the conduct of 
the people was very riotous ; I, with other officers, were charged 
with conducting some persons to Bridewell ; there were about 
two hundred people in Back-street; that street is near tbo 
Mansion-bouse $ they att,acked me with sticks and stones ; did 
not see the prisoner throw any thing; be was running with the 
crowd; one of the constables had two of bis ribs broken ; and 
another two of bis teeth knocked out ; in going through tbo 
market, turnips and potatoes were thrown ; know tbo prisoner ; 
saw him before ; the market is in the direction from the Square. 

WiUiam Biddle.-^l was one of the constables at the Mansion- 
house on the 29th of October ; was there when the riot was 
going on ; had one prisoner in custody ; took bim to Bridewell ; 
there were nine or ten constables with me ; sticks and stones 
wcro thrown at us ; one of us was struck by a largo bludgeon 
that was thrown ; saw the prisoner there; I did not see him 
doing anything but shouting and hissing ; the mob accompa- 
nied us through the markets; we were there assaulted 
with turnips and cabbages till we got to Iho post-ofllce ; 
The mob still followed down Small-street; there they got a 
supply of bricks and stones; they threw them at us ; Ircceived 
several of them in the side of the head ; I saw the prisoner in 
Back-street, Chariot te-street, and at the Mansion-house, shout- 
ing and hissing all the way. 

Peter Brown, — I am father to the prisoner, who is a sailor ; he 
is 21 years of age, and in the merchant service: his general cha- 
racter has been always vary good : he has been about ten years 
a Sciilor; thinks he was at work the days of the riots ; he was en- 
gaged by the month : cannot say he was on board ship the morning 
of that day. 

The Learned Judge sununed up, and the Jury found the pri- 
soner Guilty, 

GEORGE STYLING. JOHN BOND, JAMES DYER, 
CHARLES COATS. JOHN REES. and JOHN JACOBS, 
were indicted for feloniously and riotously assembling in Queen- 
aquare, on the Monday morning of the riots, 

Jwac Leapman, — I was in Queen-square on the 31st Oct. : the 
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houses at that tinne were on fire, and property oanying' away: 
George Styling stealing some wine out of the cellars ; before that, 
I saw him running about among the mob ; he was hallooing with 
them two doors from the Mansion-house : I arrested Mm that day ; 
he got away again ; this was about half-past eight ; at seven o^clo«k 
I saw the prisoner in the Square ; at that time he was going to 
strike me, but was prevented by a soldier cutting at him j he wag 
drunk i he was taken up the Tuesday following. 

Wm. Bliiset, — I was in the Square on the night of the riots; I 
was there till seven in the morning ; saw the prisoner John Bcmd 
there, coming out of a house, with a bed on his shoulder : I saw 
him about three in the morning; he stood by me some time, and 
abused me a good deal. 

Isaac Bewly, — I am a wheeler: I was in the Square on the 
Monday morning of the riots, about three o'clock ; there was 
rioting going on then ; saw the prisoner Bond there, and spoke 
to him. 

Nicholas Thomas, — I was in the Square on the Monday morning 
of the riots: saw the prisoner Charles Coats there ; he was there 
while the riots were going on : saw John Rees there ; saw them 
togetherj they stood on the pavement: they rung a beU at a 
house, and knocked me down four times. 

. Cross-examined by Mr. Ball. — Was in a state of great alarm at 
the time ; it was about two o'clock on Monday morning : I always 
said the two prisoners at the bar were there : do not know Mrs. 
Buggs ; remember two women coming to me in December j told 
them I could swear to Coats and Rees ; did not tell them that 
two dirty fellows with smock-frocks on knocked me down : I was 
not in my right senses, in consequence of the blows. I have seen 
the prisoners before on the Quay, and in St. James's Chnrchyard. 
At the examination, I told the Magistrates I saw the prisoners at 
the bar before. 

James. Chaplin*— I know the prisoner Jacobs-; saw him on the 
Monday morning of the riots in the Square ; I heard him aay* 
" Go it, ray lads ;'' I said, ** Jacobs, do you go home :*' he then 
threatened to break my head ; I saw him about ten minutes ; he 
appeared to be intoxicated : he was about seven or eight feet 
from the mob. 

Wm. Dauiel, — I have known John Bond along time; he used to 
work for me as a tiler and plasterer ; always found him a very 
good boy. 

Nicholas Thomas recalled. — I remember two men coming to m© 
in December ; one said he was Rees*s father : I believe 1 stud I 
would not hurt them : two men called on me after .that ; cannot say 
I said ** I am sorry for it, and for what I have done, aa the two 
young men did me no harm'." 

John Rees. — I am the father of the prisoner Rees : I am a porter 
.at Mr. Lucas's, confectioner, Redcliff- street : my son worked at 
the time of the riots for Mr. Lyons, Nelson-street : I called at 
Thomas's in December last ; he sjdd, "J am sorry for.wl^at I Iv^ve 
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done; I was knocked down; I was hot in ihy right seiis^l I 
ean't do them harm, and I wont, so they may make thems^yiet 
comfortable ;" I called after that on him ; Coats's father and mo- 
tber were with me ; he then said, " I am sorry for it, for the t^o 
yoiinsr men did nothing* to me ;" I remember the night of the fir« ; 
I was spending the evening in Back-street; I returned home 
about ten ; my son went to bed thit night about eleven o'clock j. , I 
locked the outer door ; I saw ray son the next morning about seven 
o'clock ; he breakfested with me j I went out between seven :and 
eight; I left my son at home. 

Cross-examined. — 1 knew he was in prison on the charge of 
rioting ; he was taken on Thursday ; I never went to Thomas 
till 1 found my son was in the calendar for demolisbiog a house; 
1 asked him to let me know the particulars of the charge 
against my son ; ] was in great agitation at the time ; I asked 
hioi if my son knocked him down; ho then caid, *^ Ho did 
not;'* I was at my brother-in-law's in Back-street the Sunday 
uight of the riots ; iny son and his brother wont to bed toge- 
ther; 1 saw him in bed; sat up myself all night with my 
daughter; he bad supper after be came homo ; had part of a 
shoulder of mutton fur supper ; had nothing but water to 
drink. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ball.^ Close my house about ten (r 
eleven at ni^ht ; my son is home at that timogeoerally. 

Richard Hees, examined by Mr. Ball. — lam a brother of 
John Recs ; he was at home at about twenty minutes before 
twelve on the Sunday night of the riots ; my brother went to 
bed ; I went with him ; he slept in the same bed with me ; be 
got up between seven and eight ; I got up about seven ; I 
left him in bed. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney Gknbral.— He had sup- 
per when became home; it was bread and cheese; I supped 
with him ; had nothing to drink. 

>Ke-examined b} Mr. Ball. — I went to sleep that night. 

Mari^ Rees corroborated the testimony of the last witness. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Coleridge. — John took a candle 
with him when he was goingto bed; we generally have supper 
at nine ; was after ten that night. 

John Coats — I am father to the prisoner Coats ; remember 
the night of the riots in this city ; my son slept with me that 
night ; my wife was ill, and had a bed to herself; my son oame 
bopie the Sunday night about eleven o'clock ; I have a sou, 
named Alfred, he also slept with us ; I went to bed at twelve; 
my son went before me a quarter of an hour ; Alfred Coats is 
not here ; Mrs. Coats is in the witness room, I got up the 
next morning at six o'clock; my son did not get up till eight ; 
after he got up be went to work. 

Elizabeth Johm* — I live at No. 4, Horse-fair ; I remember the 
night of the riots; I remember Mrs. Coats asking me for a round 
of bread that night, for her son Charles, he was then behiud her in 
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the panage ; I tupped out that night, and came honie about twelve, 
this was a quarter of an hour after I came in ; ray hushand came 
in with me ; I live in the same house as Mr. Coats ; lam quite sur^; 
it was Charles came into the passage ; I gave Mrs. Coats the 
btead, Charles was behind her ; I then heard them lock their door, 
and go to bed about half-an^hour after ttiat. 
. Catherine Clarke^ by Mr. Ball. —I live in the same house as 
the prisoner Coats ; I remember the Sunday of the fires $ I saw the 
prisoner Charles Coats that night $ he came in about eleven o'clock ; 
I let him in ; I asked him was he going out again, he said, " No ;" 
I then bolted the door. 

Cross-examined. — I went into Coats's room ; T was there after 
twelve o'clock a few minutes ; I did not see them that night aft^r 
that; I remember the Johns's coming in ; I bolted the door about 
a quarter after eleven ; the landlord came in after that ; I did not 
let htm in ; I was up till after two in the mooning, and slept very 
little all night. 

John Edicards, by Mr. Ball. — I am a tailor ; I remember going 
with Mr. John Rees to Mr. Thomases house ; I remember his 
^y^iiff* *' I am sorry for what I have done, I was knocked down 
and severely hurt : they may make themselves comfortable, as I 
can do them no harm." 

Thomas Qreen, — I am a dealer iu cqal ; 1 reside in Host-street, 
and know the prisoner Coats; 1 always knew him to bean 
honest eober boy ; never heard he was in G loucester Gaol ; never 
heard he was in gaol in Bristol before this time ; never heard he 
was sentenced to a month's hard labour and whipping : heard 
he was taken up upon suspicion of something, and was acquitted; 
it was at Bristol; I heard he was taken up when he lived in the 
Horse-fair with his father and mother. [The evidence having 
closed, the Attorney General at great length replied.] 

Mr. JosTiCE BoSANQUBT at great length s-jmmed up, and 
the Jury found Styling, Jacobs, Rees, and Coats, Guilty ; and 
Dyer and John Bond, Not Guiltv. 

JOB HARPER and WILLIAM MORGAN were indicted for 
feloniously and riotously assembling with 500 other persons^ on 
Saturday, 29th October. 

John Johnson. — I saw the procession on Saturday, 2dth October. 
1 saw it fi'om the top of the Custom-house j there was a great mob 
that day. I saw the prisoner Harper there. I saw Harper direct a 
atone at the Mayor's carriage ; he continued to throw them. I saw 
him throw stones at the constables, and at the Mansion-houae ; 
after that, the mob were very riotous ; the mob remained at the 
Mansion-house some time ; they then went oat on the Back ; they 
came back with large sticks ; the Back is a place where fagots are 
kept; they then assailed the constables that were before the Man- 
mon-house. I saw Harper among them ; he was throwing at the 
constables ; it was at the Mayor's carriage the stones were thrown. 

Valentine HtUiear. — I remember the Saturday Sir Charles 
Wetherell came to town ; the people's conduct at the Mansion- 
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house was very riotoos. I saw William MorgBB tii«re. I «aw a^joBAi 
in his hands. I took him into custodj into the Maaiioii-hoase. '^■ 

By Morgan.^^Your hand was np ; you kept the stone in jonr 
hand till \ took ybu to the Mansion-house. " ' > 

The prisoners having- been called on fer their d^nce. Harper sot 
—I and another went out that day to look fi>r work in the Qres^ 
gardens ; the procession came by, and I went to the Square with 
them I but I threw no stones ; I wa» out of work a long time ; 
when taken before the Magistrates, 1 was let gpo away> on promii- 
ing to appear when called upon ; shortly after, Mr. Johnson came 
to my house, and said, if I did not leave the house, he would hsre 
me taken up ; before that, he called upon a neighbour of mine 
and said if I did not go out of the way he would have me taken up. 

George Needs. — Harper and I went out at nine o'clock. Si-' 
turday morning, and came home again at half- past twelve; during 
that time, we went to the Great-gardens ; the procession came by 
that way, and Harper and I followed them ; there were a great 
maqy people there ; we did nothing while there ; went home at 
half-past twelve ; we then went to the coimtry to look for work ; 
we did not return till half-past five. I did not see him throw any-^ 
stones. I saw the mayor's carriage stop here ; I then saw it go to 
the Mansion-house ; did not see any stones in Harper's hand. 

Elizabelh Chepstow. — Mr. Johnson, on a Tuesday, came to me to 
tell my neighbour Harper to go out of the way, or he would be 
taken j he said he would. not go out of the way, for he had done 
nothing. 

Several persons gave the prisoners good characters. • 

Mary Morgan, — I am sister to the prisoner Morgan ; he went 
home with me to Portland-square, on the night he was taken. 

His Lordship having summoned up the evidence, the Juiy 
found both prisoners Guilty. 

WM. JENKINS next stood indicted on the same charge. To 
this indictment he pleaded guilty. 

Several persons gave the prisoner a good character, but he stood 
fiOnvictpd 

JOHN JELLAMY and ROBERT PONCHARD stood in- 
dicted for riotously assembling on the 30th October. 

John Rich. — I know John Jellamy, he is from Brislington; I re- 
member the gaol being on fire ; I saw a mob there breaking open 
the prison ; I saw John Jellamy there, and he had a short stick in 
his hand ; I was near to the water, and saw him throw things into 
the New Cut. 

Wm, Bishop.-^-I am constable of Brislington ; I know John 
Jellamy ; I was on the Cut the day the prison was broken open ; I 
saw Jellamy there ; I saw him bring clothes out of the prison, and 
throw them into the Cut. 

John Phillips. — I know Robert Ponchard ; saw him at the gaol 
the Sunday evening of the riots, between six and seven o'clock. 

The learned Judge then summed up, and the Jury found John 
Jellamy^ Guilty; and Robert Ponchard, Not Guilty. 
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ST. GEORGE'B CHAPEL. 

BEFORE MR, JUSTICE TAUNTON. 

JAMES BFNTLEY, JAMES PHILLIPS, WILLIAM and 
JOSEPH HEDGES, EDWARD MCDONALD, WILLIAM 
BENNETT, JOHN HOWELL, JONAS OSBORNE, DAN. 
SULLIVAN, WM. CHAMP, and ANTHONY HARVEY, 
were indicted for rioting, with five hundred persons or more, with 
h$n, &c., breaking* and disturbing the public peace. Thej all m- 
▼erally pleaded Not Guilly. 

The prisoners were all put back, except Anthony Harvey. 
■Mr. Sergeant Wilde stated the case. 

Thomas Broum, examined by Mr. Follbtt. — Remember the 
riots in this city ■, at about nine o'clock in the evening of Sunday, 
October 30, I saw about forty persons opposite the Council-houae , 
teveral of them cried **Halt;" they stopped, and I did not see them 
do anything, and then they called out, " To the Spunging^house, 
to the Spunging- house ;*' the Spunging-house is where debtors aro 
confined, and is in Broad-street ; I saw no stones thrown ; they 
went down Broad-street ; I was protecting Mr. Niblett's property, 
because I had heard that his house was to be set on fire ; the mob 
had iron bars in their hands ; they returned firom the Spungiqg:- 
house, and stopped opposite the White Lion, where they gave 
three cheers ; the prisoner was close io me, and I was afraid he 
would strike me, because he was throwing the bar up and down; 
he swung the bar about, and I diet not speak to him ; I was exam- 
ined before Alderman Hilhouse; it was iu the following week ; ne- 
ver saw the prisoner before ; I cannot say that Harvey spoke; %hm 
first time I saw the prisoner was when he was opposite me at (he 
White Lion ; the prisoner said nothing to me when he was swinging 
the bar about. 

By the Court. — I never saw the mob throw stones. 

Judge Taunton, — How came you then to swear so before the ma- 
gistrates. 

ff^itness, — I never did. 

His Lordship said it would be well for the Crown io prp5ecu.be 
such a witness for perjury. 

Richard Pouting. — I am a sherifTs officer, and keep a lock«aip 
house in Taj lorVcourt. On Sunday, the 30th of October, I had 
four prisoners confined there ; a number of persons came tfien on 
that night, between eight and nine o'clock ; I was at home, and 
I first saw the mob hammering at my door with bars, and crying, 
" Down with the house ! burn it, burn it down I weMl have 4he 
prisoners out ; there shall be no lock-up in Bristol this night.** I 
went out and said, *"* Gentlemen, what do you want ? if you want 
the prisoners, you shall have them, but for God*s sake do not bum 
me and my children^*' I saw my son on the parapet with my swordf 
and this dreadfully enraged them, and they wid they would burn, 
it. I let the prisoners out, and they then said, ** There are more 
prisonefs in the house, and we will be d d if we wont have theik 
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out.'* The priMiiers tYiemselvep siud io ihem, ^ We are lYie pri- 
{•oners, and there are no more in the house.** Two other fri ends 
then came]qp and begged the mob, for God's sake^ not to>iojiire 
me Do'r-bnm my house;, they said, "There are more.priBoniers;** 
Isold, "No, there are not; Ihave nine children io bed, and.t 
tHH take any two of yon over the honse, to convince yon ;** then 
some of them said, **No^ no, we wont hurt Mr. Ponting;*' the 
mob went away, and my prisoners absconded ; when the mob went 
on4 of the court tliey went up Broad-street ; it is about fifty yards 
from my house to the White Lion ; I cannot swear positively that 
the prisoner is the man. It is my belief, upon looking at him now, 
that he is. 

lltrimtts Brown recalled. — The prisoner was near to me, so that 
I was afrftid the bar would strike me ; he had on a dirty smock 
frock and white. trousers ; I do not know what he had under his 
frock ; I believe he had an old hat oq his head: he was drunk and 
very dirty j when I next saw him was on the Tuesday following ; 
Iwentihto the Exchange, saw his face, and recognised him-; he 
had then a smock frock on. 

The Judge having summed up, the Jury resumed a verdict of 
No« Ouaty. 

#AMES BENTLEY, JAMES PHILLIPS, WILLIAM 
HEDGES, JOSEPH HEDGES, EDWARD M'DONALD, 
WM. BENNET, JOHN HOWELL, DANIEL SULLIVAN, 
WILLIAM CHAMP, and JONAS OSBORNE, were indicted 
for rioting. 

Mri Sergeant Wilde stated the case. — Some of the prisoners 
appear to be very young, yet the riot they were engaged in was a 
very serious one ; and tf any one need enquire what is the result of 
riot' and tumult, they need only refer to the disturbances in this 
town in October last. If the conduct of the young prisoners should 
excite pity, we must admit it is necessary that they should learn that 
they are amenable to the law. 

Ji^n W» GibboTU, — 1 am clerk to the magistrates, and was at the 
Mansion*houf>e on the Saturday night, and stayed there until the 
Sunday morning. Th^ Mansion-house was attacked on the Saturday 
night more than once by a riotous mob, and the door and windows 
beaten in by bars, pdving-stones, &c. ; the iron railings had been 
polled up; the mayor and magiittrates were at the Mansion-houM 
on this evening : and in the early part of it. Colonel Brereton 
with the military came, and remained all night; as soon as the mili- 
tary arrived, they ceased throwing stones ; 1 heard the proclamation 
in the riot act read by the mayor ; it was first read,- 1 believe^ abeut 
nine o'clock in the evening ; when the soldiers, left next iromin^, 
the mob again attacked the Mansion-house,, and tore down the bar- 
ricades, and then they entered the: bouse;, thpy had iron bars, 
parts of the railings, in their, hands ; tlie; mob increased after the 
soldiers left ; they placed the stone-work and railing of the front of 
the M&Dsion-house across 'the street, as a bairricfidle<; the mayor was 
in the Mansioq- house at this tive ; the oihbr magistrates had left j^ 
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we found it necessary io quit the house for the preservation of tmi 

lives, and I assisted the mayor to escape over the roofs of the 

houses ; I saw the prisoner Bentley, and ne was one of the rioters ^ 

had known him before ; saw him assisting- in the placing of th^ iron 

railing across the road from the Mansion-house, and I also saw bi|n 

throw stones at the Mansion-house. , , 

By prisoner Bentley. — I saw Bentley between eight and nine oo 

the Sunday morning; I had been watching him for half anhonr. ., 

FTm. C. Stephens proved there having been riots. 

Thomas Sheppard.—J was in the Square oo the Sunday morn<t 

ing, and saw a mob rouod the Mansioq-bouse ; among tho, 

mob, who were actively engaged, I saw' James Phillips: he 

was most active in breaking the furniture, &c. ; I apprehended 

him on the Wednesday morning. 

Cross.exnminedby prisoner Phillips.— He had brown trousers 
on. 

Edward Biddle, by Mr. Serge akt Wilde. — T was in Queen* 
square on the Sunday morning from eight to ten o'clock ; my 
father was with me ; I saw the Mansion-bouse attacked ; I saw 
the two Hedges^s there ; I have known them near four years; 
I saw them breaking and destroying the furniture which was 
brought out ; one had an iron-bar in bis hand, and the other a 
piece of wood ; saw them so engaged for half an hour : I saw 
the two Hedges throwing stones. 

John Biddle corroborated his son^s statement. 
Joseph Wm, Smith. — Was in the Square on the Sunday morn- 
ing, between nine and ten o'clock; I saw one manio particu- 
lar, the prisoner M*Donald, breaking the windows with an 
iron-railing bar ; 1 am sure be is the man ; I watched him for 
half an hour, and I followed him to the Old Duke public 
house. 

Cross-examined by prisoner McDonald. — He bad on a mon- 
key Jacket ; identified him in Queen-square, and in the Old 
Duke ; he drank a quart of beer in the Old Duke, wbiek be 
paid for; never lost sight of him ; had no previous knowledge 
of his person. 

Wm, Miller, — I saw the prisoner McDonald by the toll- 
Jiousps while they were on fire; there was a great mob there; 
they were stirring it with a long pole. 

Cross-examined by prisoner McDonald — Did not see him 
do any barm. 

John Phillips. — Was in Charlotte-street on the Sunday morn- 
ing at twelve o^clock ; the people were pulling down tbe bar- 
ricading of the Justice-room of the Mansion-house; saw tbe 
prisoner Bennet ; I saw him endeavouring to break down the 
boards of the window ; he had a piece of board ; knew Ben- 
net before. 

Robert Taylor also identified Bennet, and stated that he wai 
throwing brickbats and stones at the windows ; I saw him get 
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terwardssaw him in the cellar of the bouse ; J am sure be is tbe 
person : T took bim into custody on tbe Wednesday, 

Bjf the Prisoner— Ib enabled to swear tubim because be noted 
him. 

QeCTge Caple, — Was at Queen-square on Sunday evening be- 
tween eight and nine oVlock; there was a great mob there 
rioting ;tbe Mansion-house was on fire ; I saw Jonas Osborne there ; 
he was opposite the Mansion-house ; I did not see him doing any 
thing; he was in the crowd and was huzzaing; the people nearest to 
bim were doing the same ; this was while the Mansion-house was on 
fire ; the mob were throwing sticks and stones into the fire towards the 
Mansion-house ; they were crying out that the fire was breaking into 
Mr. Leman's Office ; they were crying out " Reform i" I did not 
observe Osborne there two minutes, because I went away ; I am 
certain he is the person. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith, Counsel for prisoner. — Was in 
the Square about an hour ; I came into Bristol and I heard thai 
the Special Constables were called out, and being one, I went there ; 
those who were with me were not Special Constables j their names 
were Cooper and Cole j was sworn in about 12 months ago ; I en- 
deavoured to preserve property ; I picked up some papers, and I 
took them home, because 1 saw no constable there, and then I 
went away ; the rioting was going on when I left ; I believe I have 
seen Jonas Osborne several times before ; I had no acquaintance 
with him ; never had any conversation with him ; never was in his 
company ; I lost my two friends before I saw Jonas Osborne ; I 
had been in the Square three-quarters of an hour before I saw him, 
and I stayed about a quarter of an hour after ; he was behind me ; 
I was looking at the Mansion-house; the persons who were at- 
tacking it were nearer to it than I was ; he was not more than two 
or three yards from me ; there were several persons passing between 
me and him, and great confusion and noise ; did not see him doing 
aiy thing ; am not perfectly sure I ever saw him before. 

By the Court. — I believe Osborne is a smith. 

John Hohbs. — I keep the Trout tavern, in Cherry-lane ; 1 have 
known Jonas Osborne four or five years ; he is by trade a smith ; 
I took him into custody ; where 1 first saw him was in Cherry-lane, 
on Monday the 31st of October, at; eight in the evening; there 
were two persons with him ; they were standing in consultation j I 
watched them, and heard an iron bar fall from one of them|; one of 
theto stooped and picked up something, and they went hastily 
away up the avenue ; I went down stairs and hurried to my back- 
door to meet them ; a little way from my back-door I met Jonas 
Osborne ; the other two men were down the avenue ; I stopped 
Jonas Osborne ; I asked him who he was : and he said,/* You know 
me, 1 am a constable;" I asked him if those other two men were 
with him; and he said, "they were:** I then asked him if he 
would go back with me to them ; and he did : I asked them if they 
three were together in Cherry-lane just now : they said they were ; 
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I said^ "One of you have a crow-bar :*' they said th^ had not: 
I said I was certain they had, and searched them, the persons who 
were in my house having previously joined me ; I found upon Os- 
borne a crow-bar, hammer, and a cold chissel under his waLstcoat*: 
1 believe he said, " You know me, Mr, Hobbs, I have nothings :" 
I took all three into custody. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith.— I know Mr. Watkins the smith r 
he lives in Cherry-lane, the place I saw the prisoner ; the prisoner 
worked for his master in the Backfields ; he worked for Mr. Wat- 
kins; I know Lewin's-mead ; Cherry-lane is a way to Lewin's- 
mead from the Backfields, but not the direct one ; if the prisoner 
had been coming from Backfields to Lewin's-mead and had to call 
at his master's in Cherry-lane, he was in the direct way ; Cherry- 
lane and Lewin's-mead are in the parish of St. James \ know 
that "persons assembled at St. James's church for the preservation 
of the public peace; I joined a party to search a house, and was 
not sworn in ; I don't recollect seeing Mr. Watkins at the church ; 
I took possession of the crow bar ; I have it here — (it was pro- 
duced.) 

Thomas Martin, Sergeant of the 8^st regiment, was in Queen- 
square on the Sunday, at about half- past nine, and remained there 
until three or four in the afternoon ; I saw John Howell there some 
time between twelve and three, but I can't say what time exactly: 
the mob were huzzaing ; 1 saw the prisoner tear down the iron- 
railing ; he swung it two or three times over his head and huzzaed j 
I was on duty at this time at the Mansion-hoase ; there was a mob 
in the Square ; I know the prisoner by his face. 

IVm, SingleioUf by Sergeant Wilde. — I was in the Square on the 
evening of Sunday ; I took Howell into custody on the Wednesday 
following the riots, in a street at the back of Picton-street ; he, 
was pointed out to me in the street ; I was told he was a suspi- 
cious character, and when I saw him I thought I had seen him at the 
fire; I took him before the Magistrates, and was examined; I said 
I had seen him at the fire ; the reason I now say I can't swear to 
him is, that about a fortnight ago I saw a boy who I thought was 
this boy, thinking he had made his escape, he was so very like ;' 
but I afterwards learnt ^t the gaol that Howell had not escaped,, 
and being therefore so deceived, I will not swear that Howell is the 
boy. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Smith. — Until F discovered my mistake, 
I had not the least doubt but that HoweU was the boy I saw in the. 
Square, and I certainly should have sworn to him. 

Re-examined. — I followed the boy whom 1 met about a fortnight, 
ago, for twenty paces, had a perfect view of his countenance^ and 
had no doubt in my mind that that boy was Howedl, 
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TRIALS CONTINUED. '■ 



Jivhaa Kmgkl.^Vaa in the ndf hlmarhooJ of tbe Coundl-houM 
Bboutaghtornineo'cloriSuodBj ereaing:; tbere WBsagreatniim* 
Ijer of persons in Broad-Btreet ; 1 bsw three persons talking ; hro 
of them li>rl bari i f lie priaooer Sullivan naa one of the three ; the 
Other two proposed burning down the Couneil-hoage; the prisoniT 
. aid, ''Ho, the BrUtol isaigigtratea caanat help any thing about it, 

let aa go and bum clown the b y ManHon-home." They went 

In the direction to Ihe Sqoare ; I (oak parlicalar notice of Dnniel 
Gnllivan, from tlie d^nt ia hii cbeeli, and his countenance i the other 
two broke ihe «indo«5of the Council-hon» aa they went by ; the ■ 
priaoner waa with them ; the priaoaef was within my obtervation fiva 
ininalei i I am certain he i> the man . 

JhrnCM HiixtaUe, wharfinger.— 1 wu in Qoecn-aqnaro the whole 
of the night of Sunday ; I nw Snllivau there at about ten o'cloclc i 
the mob were desperate at Ihtt fine ; I nw him come Troin the 
comer of the Maniion-honae with aeveral others with him, and ha 
■aid "Hurrah, there'a another houBe on fire,^' and he pushed through 
the crowd' towards it j I saw him in the square two or Ihree times . 
after ; whenever he «awa fresh Ore, the prisoner rushed towards it; 
' I saw bin at the door of one of the hoosea, but I did not lee 
.irbelher he went in or not. 

fijr Primner. — Didn't aee prisoner hnming or destroying. 
.SaniufI ZjivingioN,.^! am acoin-faclor ; wasin Queen'-aquare dn 
Ibe Sunday of the riots ; I saw prisoner Champ there aboat ten 
o'clock; Itaw liim knocking in the windows of Mr. Shepherd's 
house ; I saw him throw several things out of the window ; I saw 
him in one or Iwo other bouses,. behav leg sinilarlv ; he put his hat 
out of the window, and wared il ) I'obserred him fat aa hour u 
kait V 

B) PritoHtr — liii not notice your dreu, only noticed your face, 
Bj Coiir* --I was Biwtit fifty yards from the prisoner. 
James Be alley, in hit defence, pulina letter, which waireid, and 
. which implore d the merciful consideration of the Court. 

Jamea Phillips, in his defence, called a witness to prove an aHSt. 
HicAocJ Dave)/. — Know that James Phillips was at his tod^ngs 
until foiir o'clock sf the evening of the Sunday ; he then went out, 
bill 1 did not see him afleiwardi. 

Crots-eiamined by Mr. Sergeant Wildc. — I live at Tower-hill ; 
I am a cordwuner ; 1 work for Mr. Swash, in the Castle ; the pri- 
Moer is a porter; I lodged in the same house; there are four 
lodgers in die bonis, three single men, and I was the only manned 
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Etther Davey, — I know James Phillips; I lired in 'the slitn# 
house ; on the Sunday mohiihg, dOth Octobier, he was in bed un|;il 
about ten o'clock ; saw him in bed, because his door was open ; he 
got up and went down sftirs and had his breakfast ; he was. not up 
stairs any time before he 'went down to break&st; saw him go 
down ; saw him come out of his own room ; he went straight down 
^o Inreakfast ; he was i^bout half an hour at breakfast ; he i£en came 
np and cleaned himself immediately after he had had his breakfast, 
then he came into my room for about half an hour, and then he 
went down stairs, and I saw him there at about twelve o'clock; 
I stayed in the kitchen for about half an hour, and I left him there, 

. and he then came up sttdrs agMn at one, and he went and lay on 
his bed until three o'clock-; he lay on the bed for two hours that 
Sunday, because he would not stay down stairs while they were at 
dinner, I beliere; I went out to church at four o'clock; he was 
then at home, and I did not see him afterwards that day. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sergfeant WiLbE.— I saw him come oiit 
of his room and go down stairs ; he went doWn stairs' when he 
came out of his room first, and I am sure he had his breakfast be- 
(bre he came into our room ; there were three lodgers slept in the 
same room ; sometimes some of them got up first and lef): the door 
open; there was another young nkan in bed With him, he got up 

. first; he was oiily in my room 6nce during the day, and' then 
lor only half an hour. 

[Here the Jury interrupted the cross-examination of the witness, 
stating, that it was useless to examine her &rther, ibi*' that th^ 
had no confidence in what she said.] 

Mary Jbn«».— The* prisoner lodged in my house, on Sunday, 
the 31st of October ; he got up at ten in the morning ; I was cook- 
ing my own family's dinner ; I saw the prisoner coming down 
with only his small clothes and his shirt on ; all my lodgers^ take off 
their shoes and stockings before they go up to bed ; he washed 
himself and then he had breakfast ; he wiEuihed, and cleaned, and 
dressed himself for the day, before he liad his breakfast ; he was 
about a quarter of an hour at breakfast ; after breakfast, I and my 

. Mttle childi*en were teaching him how to read ; this took uzltil one 
/O'clock ; after he had had his lesson in reading, he remained in my 
kitchen until three o'clock, and then he went out. 

Lewis Tyler and Jnn Hancook gave the prisoner PhiQipS' a cha- 

. racter. 

Joseph Hedges called 

, . Wm, Sutton,^! saw Joseph Hedges at a little after nine o'^elock, 
in Thomas-street, on Sunday morning; I was going 'for ^news- 

• papers; he went with oieup on the Exchange,^ and then we went 
. back again to Mr. Phillips's, broker, oj^posite^ Long-row, ftnd then 

• I went to the Pithay pump, for some water; I left him ui Long- 
row: the Long-row is a quarter of a mile ftom Queen-lqtiare ; I 
left him at about ten o'clock. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde* — I did not look at -the 
clock, but the mail comes in bfoout nine o'elodc, and then 1 go to 
Mr. Harvey fbr the paper. 

Anna Leioellm, — I Ibre in the same hoctsr as' Jesephi Hedges, in 
Long-row ; I have a room tiling ^npon Sunday,- tht^dOtiv of Oet. 



X Mw the pnMner terenl tunesi th? fint time, t raw him wh ft , 

little liefore the chimes laag nine ; liie second time I asw him srat , 
alimit ten o'clock, but I do not know whether Uie clock had struck 
ur noti he was coming down at^ra; I know it was about ttn, 
from the time when I he>rd the chirais ring nine; he wunt out of 
the house i I saw Mm agun cominEfinto the bouse i^t about tt:n 
minntea to eleven o'clock; he went up stEurs to his mother's aprt- 
mcntj and I did not see him after. 

Crosa-eiamined by Mr. Follett. — He Uvea wiih his Tather 
and mother ; my room la above tbuirs. 

William Hedge* In bis defence, called 

F.lKiiielh Sltiiini.~qa Sunday morning, 30th October, H'iltiam 
Hedgpswaa atmy house, at I.oagwdl'a-greeu, at elevan o'clock j 
it i^ about (he miles from Qiiepn-at[aare ( he came in a coach ; I 
live n-ith my father and mother; my father is|a horse-dealer; 
he bcooghta whin for my father; William Iledgea'a fetheria a. 
ivhip-maker; my father bespoke this whip of his &ther; my mother , 
was within, but she did not see himi he gave the whip to me; 1 
look it in and laid it on the table ; I did not pay him for it ; I gave 
him a jug^ of cider; I know it was eleven o'cbck, because 3 saw 
the squire go to church* 

Cross- eiamined b^ Mr. Sergeant ffiLnt— I had never seiin 
him berore, nor again until t/)-day-, about a fortnight ago, hia 
fether came to our house and asked if I had seen him when ht^ 
biMnght over the whip, 

Edward M'Denild, in hii defence, S|ud, ha was at his work 
all Ihc Saturday, and had do active part in the liolR. 
' " - - ''sclaimed laying any thing. 

1 Sunday; 



the court we live in about ten mtnutei. 

Hannah JaekuHi. — 1 know the priioDer Howell ; have known 
him six months ; 1 bow him on Saturday evening; the 39th October; 
at aboat half-pas( ten o'clock, in his own house; he lives with bis 
mother; I know it was h4lf-past ten, because 1 heard Ibe quiilen 
strike ; I only saw him for about two minute* ; I live next dooi 

Samuti Roatiei/, cheiDistj 



Tsnd boy. 

Edward Tridi, £iy. surgeon, also bore testimony to his cha- 
racter: as did alRt Mr. Joseph Tilly. 

Daniel Sullivan and John Champ declined saying any thing io 
Ibeir defence. 

Wm. Bnton gave the prisonar Bentley the character of a sober 
boneat hoy. 

Mr. SioTS then addressed the Court in the defence of Jonas 
ifihoiDB, and QaU«A 
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• 

^Thotnas Watkiru, brightsmi^li ; I employ about tweWe men ; I 
Jtnorw the prisoner J. Osborne ; be has worked for me for two years; 
be worked for me on Saturday, 29tb October, until seven o^clock 
at night ; on the Monday following, be was at work from seven in 
the morning until seven in the evening ; 1 know that bar ; 1 ordered 
Jonas to make it ; I ordered it to be made on Friday, but be did 
not make it, I believe, until the Monday ; it was made for the rail- 
ing of the New Church, St. Philip's ; Mr. Hobbs brought it to 
my place on the Monday night ; I s^w the prisoner that night at 
work in my shop ; I directed him to take it to St. Philip's Churcb, 
on Tuesday morning ; be ought to have taken it home on the Mon- 
day night, in order not to be obliged to go to the shop in the morn- 
iiig ; I have known him these five years ; he was a sober man, the 
first to his work in the morning, and never lost six hours whilst in 
my employ. 

Sarah If^atmor^.— -T live in Lewin's mead ; I reside in a very 
large house, next door to Squire Bangley^s; Jonas Osborne has 
lived at my house for -five years ; he is a sober industrious man, and 
has a wife and three children ; I was at bome on the Sunday of the 
riots, all the day, except from three to fiye o'clock, when I went to 
a funeral ; the prisoner was in his own room all the morning, and 
when I went out I left him there ; when I came back I still found 
him there, all the evening after until nine o'clock, and then I did 
not see him after until the next morning, because he went to bed $ 
I saw him the next morning come from bis room, and I opened the 
outer door for him to go to his work ; my large key of the outer 
door was up stairs all night ; it fs a large spring lock, but nobody 
could open it without my knowledge, because I was not in my bed, 
but in my own back parlour all the night; and he (Osborne) could 
not have gone out during the night without my knowledge. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. — I heard him come in 
on Monday night between seven and eight o'clock ; he went to his 
own room, and then went out in half an hour ; I have five or six 
tenents in my house ; no lodgers but married people ; Osborne's 
apartment is over the back parlour ; I saw him Sunday morning, 
early ; he was in his room, and I saw him there all the day ; lie 
was sitting several times in the window, nursing his little child, and 
shewing it the fowls ; I saw him five or six times ; when I returned 
&t five o'clock, I saw him going up to the garret to see the flames> 
and we stayed up there until near eight o'clock ; we took up a chair 
with us to see ; we went up again between eight and nine, to see 
the flames; a tenant and his son were with us; I asked the pri- 
soner's wife to go up and see the flames, but she would not, she 
was so much afraid. 

Hannah Snowdon. — I" am daughter of the last witness, and wife 
of the chief mate of the Alicia; 1 was at mother's ou the day of the 
fires ; I have known Jonas Osborne five years, She corroborated the 
last witness's statement. 

Michael Morgan.— lAre at Whatmore's-bouse ; know the pri- 
soner; saw him at six, eight, and nine o'clock on the Sunday 
/evening ; at six o'clock in his own room ; I was in his room, and 
he was sitting by the fire, with his three children ; St ^ht o'^oek 
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l^ts in . his ropm agdn, and ' he was there ; at "nine o'clock we» 
went up into the garret, to see the fires. 

Gross-examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. — I did not see Mc^* 
Osborne, she was not there ; I know Mrs. Snowdon, she was ther* 
looking out; we all went down stairs together; I had been to 
chapel with my &ther at six, and came home straight from the 
chapel. 

Sarah Matthews, by Mr. Smith. — I live at Whatmore's-house ; ^ 
know the prisoner ; he was at home on the Sunday in Ids room. 

Gross- examined by Mr, Sergeant Wilde. — Saw my landlady; 
was with her all night ; was afraid to go to bed, the he use next 
door having been threatened ; latest time I Saw the prisoner wat* 
between eight and nine o'clock. 

Sergeant Wilde here sadd, if his Lot^hip would allow, he 
would not press the case further against Osborne : he then ad- 
dressed the Jury, remarking upon the various defences set up ; and 
his Lordship having summed up the evi^nee, the Jury found 
Edw. M*Donaldi J. Bentley, J. Phillips, W: Hedges, J. Hedges, 
W. Bennet, D. Sullivan, and W. Champ, Guilty; ^d J. Osborne 
and Job Howell, Not Guilty. 

Hedges was recommended to mercy. 

His Lordship said that boys who went and did as much mischief 
as men, should be visited with condign punishment, but he would 
act at far as possible, upon thdr suggestion. 

The Court was then adjourned. 



SATURDAY, JAN. 14. 
COURT IN ST. GEORGE'S CHAPEL, 

before MR. JUSTICE TAUNTON. 

JAMES BENTLEY, WM. HEDGES, JOSEPH HEDGES, 
EDW. M*DONALD, DANIEL SULLIVAN, arid WILLIAM 
CHAMP, were arraigned at the bar. 

Judge Taunton said: — Prisoners at the bar, you severally stand 
convicted of being active parties in a most disgraceful riot, which 
has led to the most disastrous consequences. Most of you weie 
engaged upon the. Saturday in the outrage. You have all of you 
arrived at years of discretion. Most of you imagined that you 
would not be punished; but you stand a striking instance of the 
power of the law's justice over disorder. It is absolutely necessary 
tlfat examples should be made in the present instance. 

In the case of you, James Phillips, your guilt is increased by the 
infamous nature of the defence set up, by your bringing witnesses , 
here to swear contrary to your knowledge, that you were not 
there. 

Wm. Hedg6s and Joseph Hedges — whom I have no doubt what- 
ever are . properly identUied, notwithstanding you have set up a 
defence— your father has much to answer for: if he had kept you 
within doors, instead of permitting you to run about and commit 
tumult, and then to search for witnesses to deceive the Court, he 
would have done his duty . 

Edw. M'Donald, Wm. Bennet, Daniel Sullivan, Wm. Champ, — 
you stand here without such a defence ; yet, ais your conduct was 






^etf violent, It U ntottutry & kesty Mtitenee AoaU'Ew'pwMf 

Jaiius Bent1^,^}'ou have: made the beat atoiiMnent, bf>c- 
knowled^nar your Fiinie; your geotenco, therslbie, will ba com- 
puatlrdy light. 

James PEiillipa, Edw. M'DoBald, Vm. Bennet, Daniel SdIUtvi, 
and Wm. Champ, vers aeufnced tn Two Yeuit' ImprisoDmenC- 
cach, and hard labour ; VVm. Hedges and Joseph Hedges, to One 
Year's Impriaonmi^iit, and hard labour; and Jamea B^Clej', to Six 
Montba' Impri^umeiit, and hard labour. 

MARY PARRAL was indicted for paaiing ccMnterMt edn. 

-~ ■ ■- Hetlf. — I li»e at Derbj; first raw prisoner on thefcd 
of September, when ihe came to me at m j etandinj in St. JameaV 
Fair: ahe purchaaed a pincoflhion for 4d., and give toe a half 
atoH'D ; it waa at candle-lipht, and my eje-sigbtia not very good; 
1 did not like the feel of it, and I. told her I thouf fat it waa not >. 
gvod one; she laid I might depend upon it, and sheviahed she had 
twentyof them: I gave her change, 3s. Jd.; I Wrapped the half- 
crown in some paper, and put it in my pocket ; I kept it there until 
Monday or Tneaday, #hen Mr. Tilly came to me : 1 parted with 
it to one of the constables on the Tuesday or Wednesday Mowing. 

Wm. Lmue — I am a journeyman glass- slainer, and keep a gro- 
cer's shop in the Horse-&ir: eaw prisoner at mj shop on the (ith 
or 7th of September t she asked for a quartern loaf, and presented 
tiie half-crown, which I saw was a bad one, and would not aervn 
her: I took up the half-eroH-n, and aaid it waa a bad one, and 
Baked her where she got it; she said she did no know | I told her 
I should detain ber, and get an officer ; I gave her in charge to an 
ofiic«r, and ^Tehim the halT-cTawi) ; I afierwards attended the 
Officer andpnsoner to the Couneil-house: upon cmiung troni thd 
Coondl-houae one day, when prisoner asked me if I would gire 
her nx pence to pay foi' her coal ; ] told her I would; she sud J 
ti» a gond creatore, and ahe was a bad one, and had carried it on 
Ibr a long time. 

Thomai Clifford Tiay.—Aia ui officer of Sf. James's-: I deli- 
Tered a half-crown I received from Mr. Lowe to Mr. Day; it 
waa the half-cown produced: receiTed another half-crown from 
Heely, and gave it to Mr. Day; it is that now produced. 

Haay Day produced the bidf-crown which he had recdred from 

Tm- 

Wm. iSeredltti,—Aia a constable, and searched the peraon rftlie 
prisoner Farral, in Sept. last ; found the juncushion now produced 
w her possession ; found no bad money upon her. 

Heei^ identified the pincnahion. 

Edvard Joitph Paaitt. — Am inspector of coins to the Mint s 
those half-crowns produced are both counterteit, and cast in the 
aailie mould. 

PruDnir, in her defence, said she never stated to Mr. Lowe what 
he has stated. her to have e^d. 

TheJitDOR, in summing up, stated, that thtM fraudi aia ^kc- 
tiaed upon petrons who can ill aflbrd it ; 
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, TkeJtuy' returned a^encUet of Guilty; and the prisoner was. 
sentenced to Six Months' Imprisonment, and to find surety Ibr 
hel^ gopdi behaviour for six months more. 

HANNAH CARPENTER, for uttering counterfeit coin to 
Elisabeth Griffiths^ after a previous conviction ibr a similar o£fence. 

E. J, Powell, — ^I have a pqpy of the conviction of Hannah Car- ^ 
penter, in July Isst, upon record, for passing: cbunterfeit coin, from ' 
the clerk of the office of the peace, in this city : I have Compared 
it with the original, and find it correct. 

William Humphryi, — Am governor of Bristol Gaol : Hvas pre- 
sent at Midsummer Sesnon, when the prisoner was tried ; she was^ 
cttmvicted. 

Elizabeth Griffithi.^Waa in the Goose Market on the 28th of 
September : saw prisoner there y she came to my stand for a set of 
giblets, with a woman, named Sarah Lutt ; delivered the gibletS> andr 
she paid me 6d., and a penny ; never parted with it till I gave it to 
Mr. Hobbs, three or four minutes Afterwards v I saw him mark it; 
gave him a shilling besides, which I received from Sarah Lutt. 

Wm, Pou«//..— Live in Hill-street: saw prisoner at the bar on 
the 28th of September, near the bridge ; she came to the mark4;t, 
and purchased giblets of Mrs. Griffiths. 

John IJabhi.-^On the 28th of September last I received a shil- 
linsp and a sixpence from Mrs. Griffiths;- it was between eleven 
and twelve o'clock. [The money was here produced.] I after- 
wards saw;the prisoner at the bar, at the Council-house. . 

Edw, Joseph Powell, Inspector of coin to the Mint. — The pieces 
produced are both counterfeit. 

Wm. Dayas, — Saw the prisoner at the bar on the 1st of October 
la^t, at the Kiag's Arms, in Baldwin-street ; saw her stoop when 
I went inside the door, as if in the act of placing somethiug under 
the seat: the witness Powell was with me ; he immediately stooped* 
and took from under the seat a paper parcel, containing some coun- 
terfeit coin, and gave it to me, [the coin was here produced,] 
which I identified to be counterfeit. 

Cross-examined by the prisoner. — There was no one close to her. 
when we picked up the money ; there was a woman sitting upoa 
the same seat. 

The Judge summed Up, and the prisoner was found Guilty. 

Judge.— Prisoner, you have been convicted on the clearest evi- 
dence, and having been convicted before, you must have been.' 
apprized of the punishment due to your crime. The sentence Ifdd 
down by the Act of Parliament is, that you be imprisoned in the 
gaol'of this city for Two Years, and at the end of that time, fipd 
sureties for vour good behaviour : and I must now caution yon, 
that if you be convicted a third time, your life will be forfeited to 
the laws. 

ELIZABETH BAILEAU indicted for uttering counterfeit 
coin. 

Edward J, Powell proved the previous conviction of the prisoner. 

James Clarke proved the prisoner's identity, as being the person 
tried previously. 

Sarah Holder keeps a stand in the market-house, Bristol: , On 
the 26th of November prisoner came to my st&nd and asked m9 tj^jlf 



price of a pound of butter; she bouj^t half a pdund/andolSered me 
a shilling'. I told her it was a bad one, and she went-awtij. 
, Cross-e^^amined by Mr. Ball. — I saw Mr. Powell { it was- a.- 
market-day. 

Charlotte Fox. — I attend my mother-in-law's stand in High- « 
street market; prisoner came there on the 26th of November, and 
she bought butter of i)ie> and gave me a shilling and a penny ; th« 
shilling was a bad one. 

FTim. Powell proved seeing the prisoner go to the stand of Mrs. 
Holder ; followed and saw her go to Mrs. Fox's stand and ofiBsr th« 
bad shilling ; she had another bad sailling in her possession. 
• Verdict — Guilty; Two Years* Imprisonment, hard labour, and*- 
find sureties for good behaviour. 

JOHN FORD- was indicted for the manslaughter of Henry 
Perry, by beating and kicking him, &c. on the 3rd of November. 

Edward C, Day, surgeon. — I opened the body of Henry Perry ; 
on his neck there was a mark of severe contusion, but not sufficient 
to cause death.' T afterwards opened the head; the yeins of the 
brain were very turgid. Upon removing the brain, I discovered 
a very extensive fracture, from four to five inches, at the base of 
the cranium ; that fracture was sufficient to cause death. The ex- • 
travasation of blood in the brain accelerated death, and rendered 
medical aid entirely unavailing. It might have been<;aused by a 
Solent blow on the head, or by a fall. 

Elizabeth Lancaster,- — I live at the Marquis of Granby; remem- 
ber Henry Perry being there on Saturday, the 3rd of September ; 
he was there from about tenTor eleven o'clock in the morning, all 
the day, drinking burton ; he was a little intoxicated. I heard a 
noise in the kitchen ; afterwards saw Ford up with his right hand, 
and knock Perry in the head; they were not standing up in a fight- 
ing attitude. When ,Ford knocked him down, he remiained down. 
I am quite sure that Perry was not standing in a threatening pos- 
ture. We went and tried to lift him up, and I shook him, and 
a^ed him why he did not get up. He did not speak, but gave a 
very heavy groan. Samuel Phipps, Samuel Weeks, and Richard 
Pferry were present. Ford di^ not appear tipsy. The watchman' 
came in at eleven o'clock to clear the house of the females, and mr 
mistress ordered the watch to take away Pferry, because he was a 
loose idle character, and we did not want him to stay. I have 
known Perry about two years, and Ford twelve months. 

Richard Perry,'— 1 am brother of Henry Perry ; my brother was 
a smith. I was at the Marquis of Granby, on St. Jaraes's-back ; 
my brother was there; jFord was aUo there, and about, sixteen 
others of his gang. Ford beat them all out of the room with a stick, 
across the head and back; they did not resist him; he then came 
and struck me across the wrist with his stick ; he did it for the pur- 
pose of kicking up a row between me and my brother and him. I 
asked him why he did it, and he up with his fist and knocked off 
my hat. My brother told him to behave like a man; then he struck 
my brother over the eye, and dragged him into the tap-room, I 
ran out to call in the watch, but could not see any of them. I came 
in again, and saw Ford and several men round him, but I did not 
my brother ;' toy brother was then bmught oat and pat on the 



pavemoit; tie eonid not hcdct bia headnp. I tUnk he w*b dCMl 

beTore he wu thought out ; bat I did not know U. 1 bad him taken 
to Jamee M'Garby's to sleep, and Iwent home, and did not know 
that be was dead until the next m 



whs (rtcTy)waa lying down 
when I left the house. Nerer said before tiie coroner tb&t the; had 
two or three rounds, 

Ja4tph Sunn detailed the circumstaDces !» a similar manner to 
the last wilnesa. He saw Perry strike Ford, and then Ford struck 
Pen7 i he wag not knocked down !□ his presence, but he was told 
he was. Never said that he saw Perry lying on the groond, before 

Btnjy Gail was also present tit the public house. Perry came 
up to Ford, and Ford told him to sit down, for be did not want to 
say any thing to him, or any of hia company. Then Perry said he 
would knock Ford down; then he caught hold of Ford by the neck- 
erchief and struck him; then Ford struck Perry, and Perry fell 
back; I am not certain whether his head came against the stool or 
the stones. 



his oB-n defence he should have been killed. 

The Judge here asked if there was any witness to pmi>e the 
identi^ of the body ; and there being none, the prisoner wat ac- 
quitted. His Lordship then thanked UieJuryfbrtheiratteiidaiice, 



and the Court closed. 

Hi* Lordship proceeded 1o senl 



Seoleace— Two Years' iDiprisonment and bard labour. J. Jel- 

lamy, William Morgan, George Styling, J. Jeakhis, >nd I'eirr 

BroHii; BeDlence—One Years' Imprlsunment. 

JOHN PEACH waa placed al the bar, charged on (hi«e iii- 

illclments with feloniously receiving stolen property, during ifae 

riols. No cTidence was offered on the part of the Crown, and 

the prisoner vas atiordingly Acqiiiiled. 

ELEANOR DOYLE [widuw] »as ntxt ebarged with recei*- 
iag a metal watcb on Ibe 1ft of NoTcmber laai, knawicg ibe 
lame to be stolen. 

On the prieoner'fl bouse being searched, the uralch in question, 

•Fhich had been slolen fi-om the Bridewell, at Ihe time of Ibe 
liuts, and other articles were found : there was no Rtlenipt at 
concealoient, aud the prisoner iiniaedialcly asked be son, who 
brought it hnme, nhrre tbe watch was? he replied Ibat sn 
Iricbman had taken it from him ; but it was subaequtntly found 
in the bouse. The prisoner denied any iiilenliou uf appropri- 
aling the articles which were found to hi-r own use, but meant 
to give them up Ihr first opportunity, wliich she did. They 
were brought to her bouse durinjf Ihc lires. 



TheJurrrrlarDrd ■ vcHict of Not Guilty, 

KIiewMtlien furlhcr indicted roTRteBMng: eiglit palrof jflorcaf ■ 
value 10*., and n box, value 3b., (he property of Hias Jainiwv 
1)11 >1ie3l>I of October lant, in Queen -nquare. 

Tliesrtieles iu question werefoiiud in ihepriioner'i house, ou 
Ihe 3rd of Tiovembcr ; bul ai it appeared she wustben in iiriaoii, ' 
Ilia Inrdaliip lliDugbl the evidence too slighl to alTrct her, and 
directed an acquitlal. She wa* ac<[Uilled accord in i^ly. 

JAMES TAYLUIlwaa indicted for feluniouily iflhinj from- 
tlie iierson of Ambrose Hrcttcll, ou the ITth of Augu«t lut, a 

Ambnte Brdtetl.—l am twelve years old j I lost a natch on 
itie ITth of August lSt\ ; met the prisoner, eud he aslied me if . 
I was fond of rabbits; 1 said, "Yes;" h^Btldheliad t*o in 

Iw is llie mao. 

Miles Satenei/. — I live jn Lower CoUpge Green j I remsmbcr 
the time liie boy lost llip watch ; 1 aaw the prisoner Icnock the boy 
down; the boy cried out "Thiaf!" 1 followed the prisoner, and 
look htm into custody ; the priaotier thcu Bjkcd the boy Vhat he 
had done | the boy rephed, " You took my watch ;" the prisoner then 
banded it to him. 

His Lordship aumnied up, and the Jury found the prisoner 
Guilty. Death nmirded. 

JAMESHAINES, WM. WALKER, andJOS.SHORLAND, 
were indicted for ielonioiisly taking, on the king's highway, from 
the person of Thomas Stok^, tvcenty-one sovereigns, a five- pound 
bill, three haJf'Ciowns, a watch and silver pencil case, on the iSth ' 
December. Mr. Ball staled the caiiH. 

Thomai Stoka.—l n-a« at tlie Rummer Tavern on the fith De- 
cember lasti leilit at five mimitea past six, in the evening; I wa<> 
stopped in Denmark-street ; I was knocked down and robbed near 
my own house by three men, who jumped upon ine ; I vi-as verj 
much hurl at the time ; 1 was taken into my house by two women i 
thsy took from me twenty-one Bovereigns, three half-crowns, my 
watch, und a ulver pencil case ; I think Walker was one of tbem. 

Mn. Holland — I live in Lower CollegB-street ; I am a widow : 
I remember Monday, Dec. 5, last; 1 aaw Mr, Stokea in Denmaric- 
street, going towaiiis his own house ; I was near bim : when ho 
came to the corner of Unity-street, three men jumped upon him, 
andbrooght him to the ground ; after that, they ran by me, and I 
had an opportunity ofaeeing' one in particalkr ; the one in the whit^ 
coat, Haines, I am sure «-aa one, 

Charlti imilS— I was in DenmRtk-street on the 5th December, 
about half-past six ; 1 sav Mr. Stokes there : an 1 was going' up' 

comertrfUnity-alreet: the othprthreerari away ; 1 followed them, 
and lost sight of them on 3t. Augusline'a-back, 

Sanmti Cramp. — I was near Denmark-street on the Hth Deo-, 
about twenty minutes part ai : I was coming from the Driw^ 
iridge; 1 saw three men runoiog: I was (hen crossing from tha 
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Iratr-ibridgp; theoe were the three tergona I asw (imning: lliej- 
(oshed by me Tiolnntly, and knoolwd me down ; 1 iblWed thccn 
»s&r OS Bristol Bridg'e, tliere I kwt sight of them . 

Arthur Crewliy—1 am an officer, and in consequence of some 
infurmBtion, I amsfltpd the priBonera at the Bar ; 1 found upon 
Huinea, 2a., a Tow half- pence, &ad some tickets. 

The learned Judge charged the Jury, nnd thej, without hesi- 
IBtion, found the prisoner Guiltj. 

SenteBce.'.-Destli recorded. 

MARY ANNE EVANS stood Indictea for Moniouslj iteslme', 
' in the dweUing-baiise uf Thomati King, on the Snd of DecemtteTi ». 
gold watch, tile property of Joseph Hellier. 

.'Jforia King,- — I know the prisoneri ihe was in my Mrviee on 
the 'Snd of Deeomber. I bad > gold wat£h under my care, in . » 
, dower, locked up. Saiah Palmer gsve<it incaretome. Ibid 
occBaioD to go out i wlien 1 returned, the priaona' let ms in ; 1 w^t 
up atairs, the drawer was broken open, and the watch gone i v&n 
I came down the prisoner was ^ne. 

Ctbibiii — I took the prisoner into custody on the 2(ld of 

December, in Gre«i's-court, Maudlin-lane. 1 sear^ted heri found 
tliia watch in tier bosom. 

Maria Kin; re-examined. — This is the aame watch I put in tb* 
drawer; there were initials on the back. 

Joteph Heffin-.— This is my watch; I left It at King's houM. 
The value is about iC5. IgaveMeen guineasforiti it was new 
when I bought it. 

Jama Gibbeas. — I am clerk to tbe magistrate!, and was preaent 
when these depoaidons were taken down. 

Tbe Jury found the prisoner Guilty. 

His Lordship told her she would oerer do any good in this soun- 
try, and therefore she should bo sent oot of it. Sentence — Death 
recorded. 

GEORGE FISHER was iedictedfor felonioualy stealing fiva 
sheep, the property of Robert Crewe. 

Uoba I Cttwe, — I am a butcher { had some sheep in September 
last, marked W . A. npon the off side ; I lost five ; bouE-ht them 
one week before I lost them ; they were put in a field ; I found two 
of the skina of them. 

Caorge Oucftfc^— I saw the prisoner on tbe 8th of Seplembvr; 
he was driving ftve sheep towards tbe Cattle-market ; be aaked me 
to boy them, and I bought them. , 

CrosE'Cxaniined hyMr. Ball.— I did uol know Ibe prisoner 
long ; be told me be liviid near Wells ; dou'l know if ht ii 
married. 

Jamti SiGkei.- I hooght si 
nc6B i houijht fiTB from hin 
are tbe same I bought of him. 

—SAorf.— On the BihnF September, before six in the morninr, 
Isaw tbcpriaoucrt be had GTefcheep with him, he asked me if 
1 would boy them j I did nul buy them. 

Under the direclion of his lordship Ihe prisonn-wu acquitted. 

CUARLE9 WHITE *BS indicted fur feloniously Ilea ling a 
iilver tankud, T»lue £5, the prDperty uf George Slocombe. 
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The only evidciice in this cato was tbat of ClMrlef Cqoke 
wbo twore to teein; tbe prisoner Standing onftide the door, 
while his companiun was inside^ whom he saw come out shortly 
after, with tbe tankard under his coat ; be did not say any thiny 
about it to Mr. Slocombe till the next day* 

The Jury acquitted the prisoner. 

DAVID DAVIS was iadict^for themansUo^bterof Efizabeth 
Daris. 

Qtorge D. Fripp, — I am a surgpRon ; eExamined the body of Eliza- 
beth iDavis 9fter her death ; think her death was ocd^ioned. by 
apoplexy^ 

The prisoner was Acquitted. 

The rollowing prisoners were discharged by proclamatioa^— Rich- 
ard Phipps, J^n Dally, John Brittain, Sarah Anderson, James - 
Denman, Samuel Harding', James ElHot,. James Bayley, Charles 
Turtle, William Bean, and Thomas Fitzgerald* 
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THE EXECUTION, &c. 



THE SPECIAL COMMISSION 

IN OUR CITY, 

FOR THE TRIAL OF THE RIOTERS, 

TERMINATED AS FOLLOWS : 

DEATH. 

Christopher Dayjs,. William Clarke, Thomas Gregory, Richard 
Vines, and Joseph K^yes. — (5.) 

DEATH RECORDED. 

Patrick Kearney, Matthew Warry, John Towell, Henry Crinks, 
Joseph Thomas, David James, James Courtney, John M*Kay, 
Daniel Higgs, Thomas Evans Bendall, James Sims, Cornelius 
Hickey, James Snook, William Reynolds, George Andrews, Pa- 
trick Bamett, Benjamin Broad, Stephen Gaisford, Michael Sullivan, 
Timothy Collins, Henry Green, Charles Williams, James Coleman, 
James Price, James Dyer, and Ja^mes Walker.— (26.) 

FOURTEEN YEARS* TRANSPORTATION. 

James Ives. — (.1.) 

SEVEN years' TRANSPORTATION. 

William Christopher, Aaron Martin, James Street, Charles Huish, 
Richard Neville, and Joseph Keates. — (6.) 

.TWO Years' imprisonment. 

Samuel Browning, Felix Wyman, John Harper, John Jellemy, 
Charles Coates, John Rees, James Phillips, Edward Macdonald, 
William Bennett, Daniel Sullivan, and William Champ.— (11.) 

TWELVE MONTHS* IMPRISONMENT. 

Catherine Jlogan, Thomas Gallick, William Punch, Benjamin 
Donne, William Drew, Daniel McCarthy, John Jones, William 
Nason, Charles Nott, William Bearde, William Jenkins, Georgia 
Styling, William Morgan, Peter Brown, John Jacobs, William 
Hedges, and Joseph Hedges. — (17.) 

SIX months' imprisonment. 

Hannah Rees, William Burgess, James Cole, Edward Dady, 
Thomas Brimmell, Daniel Doyle, (and to be privately whipped,) 
and James Bentley. — (7.) 

FOUR months' imprisonment. 

Thomas Hussey, William Jarvis, and Stephen CuUey. — (3.) 

THREE months' IMPRISONMENT. 

John Tarrant Buffin, John Simmons, and William Lee. — (3.) 

ONE month's imprisonment. 

Thomas Lane and Mary Parker. — (2.) 

NO BILLS FOUND. 

John Brittan, Richard Phipps, Thomas Fitzgerald, William Bw, 
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Sarah Anderson, Samuel Harding, James Donovan, John Dally, 
James Bayley, Charles Turtle, and James Elliott. — (11.) 

ACQUITTED. 

James Williams, William Osgood, Edward Arbom, Samuel 
Levers, John Peach, Thomas Martin, Samuel Newton, Mary 
Charles, Margaret Gwyer, James Hasty, John Cox, Sarah Cox, 
Eleanor Doyle, Samuel Smith, John Bond, James Dyer, Robert 
Ponchard, Anthony Harvey, Jonas Osborne, John Howell, William 

eeves, and William Dogherty.— (22.) 

Death ' 5 

Death Recorded 26 

Fourteen Years' Transportation . . 1 

Seven Years* ditto . . 6 

Two Years' Imprisonment 11 

Twelve Months' ditto 17 

Six Months' ditto 7 

Four Months* ditto 3 * -i 

Three Months' ditto 3 f.. 

One Month's ditto 2 

NoBillsfotfnd 11 

Acquitted 22 

114 

The execution of the five unfortunate men, who were sentenced 
to suffer the extreme penalty of the law, was, immediately upon 
their condemnation, which was one of the most awful scenes we 
ever witnessed, ordered to talie place on Friday, the 27th of . Janu- 
aiy, 1832. The friends of the convicts, and a great portion of the 
public, made use of the most strenuous exertions in their behalf 
with a view to the commutation of their sentence. This conduct was 
highly praiseworthy^ as we consider that the ends of justice could 
have been fully satisfied, without the sacrifice of human lifa, which 
iihould at kll times be avoided, whenever there is a possibility of doing 
so. The friends of Davis drew up a petition to His Most Gracious 
Majesty, which received about 350 dgnatures, from highly respect- 
able persons ; several of the jury by whom he was tried also agreed 
to sign his petition, in conjunction with their fellow-jurymen, and a 
meeting consequently took place at Mr. Lancaster's, where we believe 
their merciful intentions were fhistrated, by the whole body not 
being present. ' The friends of Kayes also prepared a petition in his 
behalf, which was signed by the members of several very respectable 
families of Cardiff, (his native place,) and its vicinity. A petition 
was also presented'on the behalf 6f Vines, signed by several mhabit- 
ants of Clifton, and aided by affidavits as to his imbecility of Ihind. 
A general petition was aho prepared by some gentlemen, in favour 
of the whole of the five unfortunate men, as fbHows : 
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<'T0 THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of the City of 

Bristol. 
Sire, 

We, the undersigned inhabitants of the City of Bristol, beg to 
approach your throne with the most sincere and ardent expressions 
01 our attachment to your Majesty's person and government. We 
yield to none of your Majesty's subjects in our love of social order, 
in our desire to uphold and obey the laws, and in detestation of the 
criminal violation of them, which lately disgraced our city ; and we 
are at all times ready to support your Majesty's Government, in 
any measures necessary to prevent the recurrence of tumult and 
crime. 

It is with grief and horror we reflect on the loss of human life 
which has already occurred in this city ; and we are animated by 
the strongest feelings of detestation against the perpetrators of those 
tumultuous and disgraceful proceedings. So appalling was the 
sacrifice of life on that melwcholy occasion, that we are most 
anxious to submit to your Majesty's serious consideration any miti- 
gatory fects, in the cases oi those convicted, which may afford 
the slightest chance of saving their lives : and we beg further to 
call your attention to the remarkable absence of those circum- 
stances of agigravation, by which the carrying into effect the ex- 
treme penalty of the law is justified. 

We beg leave to point out to your Majesty's notice the entire 
absence of any testimony showing a guilty premeditation ; that 
it has been made evident that the excesses of the mob arose from 
the impulse of the moment ; and that, amid the excitement and 
the devastation of property, they restrained themselves from out- 
rages affecting personal safety. 

We beg also to call your Majesty's most gracious consideration 
to another important fact. The guilty conduct of most of the 
criminals capitally convicted began at a late period of the riots, 
when the imrestricted access to intoxicating liquors, which acci- 
dentally and unfortunately fell in their way, and the impunity that 
attended the first outrages, involved them in a depth of crime» 
which, in all probability, would have been prevented, had the pro- 
per measures been taken to check thdr i?iad and criminal career^ 
and to restore the peace of the City. 

We are fully sensible of the enormou9 guilt of the prisoneip ; 
but we earnestly implore your lt|ajesty to exercise your royal 
clemencyt by sparing the lives of these unhappy men, and by 
commuting their punishment, thus afford them an opportunity 
of repenting of the injuries they have inflicted on society. 

And your Petitioners, as in, j^ty bound; wiU ever pray." 

Thi^ pet^ition bayipg received, neafjy ll«O0O signatures, (among 
whom were those of several divines, merehants, and two of the indivi- 
duals, whose houses had Wen destroyed, )'was forwarded on Saturday, 
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the 21st inst., to the Right Honourable Viscount Melbourne, His 
Majesty's Secretary of State for the Home Department, and a Privy 
Council was held in London, on Monday, to take the various peti- 
tions into consideration ; but, with the exception of a respite to the 
prisoner Vines, they proved unavailing, and consequently every 
preparation was made for carrying into effect the execution of the 
unfortunate individuals. 



THE EXECUTION. 



Ever since the condemnation of the five unfortunate 
persons, who received sentence of death under the Special Commis- 
sion, they have been daily attended by the Rev. William Day, the 
ordinary, and the Rev. S. Day, his son, who have beeu unremitting 
in their exertions for the spiritual welfare of the unhappy men. 
Davis, at first, was inconsolable, exclaiming, in an agony of tears, 
** Oh God ! that I should come to this, — to be hungup in the sight 
of thousands, for merely expressing my opinions." Clarke was com- 
pletely resigned to his fate, as was also Gregory ; but Vines con- 
tinued his lamentations, and Kayes was in a dreadful state of agita- 
tion, exclaiming that he was a " murdered man." 

On Thursday, a respite arrived for Vines, on the receipt of which, 
the under-sheriff proceeded to the gaol, to communicate it to him. 
On his arrival. Vines was called out of the room from the other 
prisoners, and on seeing the under-sheriff', he immediately dropped 
on his knees, whilst the perspiration ran in large drops down his 
face ; he was asked if he expected any thine 1 He answered " Yes." 
He was then informed of the reprieve, which affected him in an extra- 
ordinary manner. 

The friends of the unfortunate men took their last farewell of 
them on Thursday, and the scene was afflictive and soul-harrowing 
beyond description,~clasping to their bosoms, as the unhappy con- 
victs did, their vrives and children, whom they were destined never 
to see more, and from whom they were, in a few short hours, to be 
for ever separated. Their feelings, in this trying moment, overcame 
them, and the whole scene was one of overwhelming grief. Having 
endured this last sad earthly parting, with as much equanimity as 
they were able, the unfortunate men addressed themsehres 
seriously unto their God, earnestly imploring that mercj fro^'which^ 
in this world, they were for ever shut out. 

The preparations for the execution on Friday morning, were 
immense ; the Artillery were ordered, early in the morning, to plant 
their field-pieces in the vicimty of the gaol ; companies of Infantry 
were stationed within its walls, and special constables were seen 
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advancing in all directions towards the spot. The morning was one 
of those cold and gloomy ones peculiarly suited to the melancholy 
ceremony about to take place, for " heavily in clouds brought forth 
the day." The silent and orderly tread of the constables, the gloomy 
countenances of the assembled multitude, and the solemn spectacle 
of the drop, situated as it is on so great an elevation, and covered 
with black cloth, contributed to fill the mind with sad reflections 
on the past, and sincere regret that the sacrifice of human life was 
to be the dismal sequel. The eyes of many were bedewed with 
tears, whilst they spoke, with "bated breath, of the painful cere- 
mony they were about to witness. The streets, at a distance horn 
the place of execution, were almost deserted, as very few people 
were to be seen in them ; in fact, we do not recollect a period when 
business appeared so generally suspended ; in Redclin-street, and 
some other parts of the city, many of the shop- windows were closed. 
At about a quarter before eleven o'clock the Sheriff arrived in 
their state carriage, and entered the Prison. At this time the whol« 
of its vicinity f presented to the view a moving \^\ak.e of life/' ai^d 
the crowd continued increasing until the execution took place j but 
* we remarked that it was at no time as numerous as we have seen 
on former occasions. 

THE INTERIOR OP THE GAOL. 

At twelve o'clock the troops which had been stationed within the 
building were drawn up ; a detachment of the 75th Regiment of 
Foot were placed under arms, before the ruins of the Governor's 
house, and a party of the 7th Royal Fusileera were stationed in 
the outer court. 

The prisoners; sometime previous to their execution, were taken 
into the large room which they had been allowed to occupy firom 
ten o'clock to four each day, where they joined fervently in prayer 
with the ministers present. On one of the officers entering the 
room, Davis took up a Bible, and said, '< This blessed book ; this 
it is which contains the only way of salvation ; look here, and you 
will find a Saviour." Mr. Guest, a gentleman of Wales, veith 
, whom Kayes formerly lived as servant, then prayed in a niost 
solemn manner ; he was followed by Davis ; and the whole scene 
was awfully impressive. The prisoners were brought out of the 
condemned cell at half-past twelve o'clock, preceded by the Sheriflfe, 
and the Ordinary, the Rev. William Day, reading the Burial Ser- 
vice. Gregory came first, supported by the Rev. T. Roberts ; after 
him followed Davis, supported by the Rev. S. Duy, son of the 
Ordinary ; Clarke and Kayes were conducted by two of the subor- 
dinate officers of the Gaol. Of the four, Gregory appeared the 
firmest, and in passing through the court, he looked up, with a 
steady glance, at the preparations made for his execution. Next to 
him Clarke seemed the least affected ; Kayes was much more so 
than any of the others. They were sdl handcuffed, but their irons had 
been removed. The solemn procession advanced to the Press-room^ 
which is in the lodge under where the drop was fixed, when the Rer. 



1^0 

Ordinary deliv«ir)3d a most impressive address to the prisoners, call- 
ing on them to trust alooe in the Blessed Saviour, as the last and 
only hope hcirp or hereafter. He concluded with a prayer, in which 
the whole o£ the prisoners joined, crying out, (especially Davis 
and Kayes,) " Lord Jesus Christ, be merciful to me f " Receive 
my blessed spirit into thy kingdom." Their neckerchiefs were 
then removed, their arms pimoned, the fatal rope placed round 
their necks, and a white cap over their foreheads ; daring which 
they continued cryingfor mercy unto Heaven, and rocking to andfro, 
*' aa though sorrow could be lulled from weeping as a cluLd ;'' they 
then kissed the hands of the Rev. Divines who attended them, and 
fteiiY^ds.the hands of each other, wishing eternal happiness. — 
Ipiyes saying to Clarke ** I hope this may be the passport of eter- 
nal bliss to thee." 

Aft^r wishing happiness to one another, and bidding, mutually, 
an eternal farewell, to their earthly acquaintance, the prisoners then 
turned to the Governor of the Gaol, Mr. Hurophrys, kissing his 
hands and embracing him ; they all thanked hitn for his kindness 
and humanity to them, at which he was so a£fected that he wept like 
a child. At this trying moment every one present shed tears, and 
the firmness of Clarke was visibly shaken. The Rev. Divines con- 
tinued to pour their spiritual consolation into the ears of the unfor- 
tunate men, who then proceeded to the last stage of their destiny 
on earth — the top of the lodge, where the engine of destruction was 
placed -y and, falling on their knees, prayers were again offered up 
bv the Rev. S. Day and the Rev. T. Roberts. The prisoner, 
Davis, was then conducted up the ladder by the same gentleman 
who had led him from the cell, and the Rev. T. Roberts led Gre- 
gory (who still maintained his firmness) io the same spot. Clarke 
and li^ayes fii^llowed. While the executioner was affixing the ropes 
tq the top of the drop, th^y still continued their ejaculations io 
heavenr When th^ exepiitioner proceeded to pull the cap over their 
faces, Clarke begged him to desist for a moment, and he then bovved 
three times to the spectators. While they remained standing on the 
platform, th^y frequently shook hands and kissed each other. I'he 
caps were th^ii drawn oVer the eyes of the malefactors, and this 
world's light was shut ont from them for ever. The fatal bolt was then 
dnwuy and the prisoners were launched into eternity, at five mi- 
nutes after one o'clock* There was an indescribable thrill of horror 
at thia moment, throughout the assembled multitude, which was 
soon succeeded by their dispersion. 

Clarke and Gregory appeared to have instantly ceased to exist; 
Davis struggled for about a minute ; the convulsions of Kayes lasted 
about five minutes, during which he struggled violently. After 
hanging the usual time, their bodies were taken down and delivered 
to their friends. Davis, Kayes, npd Gregory, have left wives and 
ihildren to lament their fate. 

Their bodiei^ having been placed in shells, were delivered to their 
fiiends shortly after dusk. We had an opportunity of seeing the 
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body of Kayes, and, although his stxngg'lea while han^ng appeared 
to be 8eyere, we could trace none of their effects in the inanimate 
corpse, the face appearing as calm as that of a man who had died 
in his l3ed, the only mark of his haying soffered by the executioner 
being a discolouration of the neck. 

The remains of Davi^have been removed for iriterment, to Shep- 
ton Mallett ; and we understand that those of Kayes, are to be 
conveyed to Cardiff, where his friends reside. 

They had offended against the laws of their country, and Bcn-* 
ence of death was carried into execution upon them; their 
mortal parts have returned to the dust j but, may we not hope that 
their repentance has been received at the Throne of Eternal Grace, 
and that their immortal souls have been translated to the abode 
of Eternal Bliss, — free from stain, and spotless. " In ccelo quies. 
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The construction of the Drop was as follows, viz : — A frame- 
work raised similar to a gallows, and between the two perpendicu- 
lar pieces a platform, moving upon them by grooves, supported in 
the centre by an upright piece of wood, working on a hinge, 
adapted to the bottom of the platform, wili an iron wheel moving 
into a channd of the same metal inserted iii the joist which con- 
nects the two uprights where they enter the leads. This wheel was 
plugged to prevent its'escaping from its confinement before ne- 
cessary, and a rope was fastened to the bottom of the centre upright, 
which, passing through a channel in one of the side pieces, enables 
the executioner, by pulling at the rppe, after the liberation of the 
plug, to force the scs^old from its support. 



IN THE PRESS, AND SHORTLY WILL BE PUBLISHED, 

THE LIFE OF JOSEPH KAYES, 

Written by Himself, 
Whilst under Condemnation in the Bristol City Gaol. 



l^"* The Lives of the other Three Men are being prepared for 

publication. 
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COLONEL BRERETON. 



MERCHANTS' HALL, KING-STREET, 

MONDAY, JANUARY 9th, 1832. 



The Court consisted of the following Military Officers : 

Sir Henri/ Fane, President 
MajoT' General Lord Burghersh 
Major- General R. Ellice 
Major- General Sir John Ross 
Major- General Sir Charles Bruce 
Colonel Lygon, 2nd Life Guards 
Colonel narburton, sih Foot 
Colonel Duffy^ unattached 
Colonel Lambert, Grenadier Guards 
Colonel Arnold, Engineers 
Colonel Forster, Artillery 

Lieut.- Col. Keyt, ^Uh Foot "[.y 

Lieut.-rCol. Grey, 2nd Dragoon Guards -"^ilP- 

Lieut.- Col. Chatterton, Royal Marines 
Lieut- Col. Clarke, 6th Dragoon Guards. 



IN the court there was as much accommodation as could 
possibly be made for the public. The reporters were ad- 
mitted by tickets, politely afforded them by the Deputy 
Judge Advocate.. There was a large number of ladies 
present, who appeared to take great interest in the pro- 
ceedings. As Colonel Brereton descended from his carriage, 
he was cheered. 

The court opened at eleven o'clock, and the warrant was 
then read, as was the Deputy Judge Advocate's authority. 
The names of the Court were then read over to Colonel Bre- 
reton for his objection or otherwise; he did not, however^ 
object to any of them. The Court-Martial were then sworn 
to try the prisoner according to the evidence, and the articles 
of war ; and that they should not divulge the sentence un- 
til it was duly approved ; nor expose a,ny of the proceedings 
unless requirecl so to do by a Court ot Justice, or Gourt- 
Martial, in due course of law. 



Tbe prosecutor was General Sir C. Dalbiac; and 
Captain Thompson officiated as acting Deputy Judge Ad- 
vocate. 

The President commenced thp proceedings by saying: 
— When I look at the officers who form the Court- IVlartial 
over which I have the honor to preside, I am sure that no 
preliminary observations of mine are necessary. You will 
dismiss from your minds every thing that you may htfve 
heard or read with respect to the late unfortunate circum- 
stances, in the course of which the transactions which have 
given rise to this Court took place. You are all of you 
used to Court- Martials, and I am sure you will do your 
duty. I should observe that in order to facilitate this in- 
vestigation, it has been arranged that all questions to be 
put to the witnesses shall be written upon slips of paper, 
handed in, and read. 

The following charges, eleven in number, were then 
read; to each and all of which Colonel Brereton pleaded 
Not Guilty. 

1st. That lie, having the entire command of the military, on the 29th October, 
and two fol 'owing dayR, neglected the orders of the magistrates for the em- 
ployment ot force, and acted in a feeble and temporizing manner, calculated 
only to encourage the mob. 

2nd. Vor withdrawing the troops from the front of the Mansion-house on the 
Sunday morning, on the plea that their presence only served to exasperate 
the populace; and subsequently sending tne 14th to iCeynsham, contrary to 
the declared wishes of the magistrates. 

3rd. For stating as a reason for withdrawing the said squadron, that it was too 
much exhausted to perform any effectual service, when both men and horses 
were fit for any duty that might be required of them. 

4th. For refusing to recall the troops on the afternoon of the said Sunday, when 
the public buildings were attacked, and the riot increasing in a most alarming 
manner, though requested to do so by the naagistrates. 

5th. For refusing to employ the force under his command for the protectio.i of 
the city ^aol, on being peremptorily required to do so by the magistrates, 
and for giving positive orders to Cprnet Kelson, (who was afterwards sent with 
a troop of the 3rd Dragoons,) on no account whatever to use force, but 
merely to go to the g^ol and come back. 

6ih. For remaining with the detachnnent of the 3rd Dragoons under his com- 
mand, on the Sunday evening, in the court of the Bishop's Palace totally in- 
active, in opposition tu the wishes of tlie magistrates, at the time the mob 
was engagea in demolishing that building, giving peremptory orders to the 
soldiers not to use violence, and for permitting persons laden with plunder to 
escape with it. 

7th. For making no attempt between eight and nine o'clock on the Sunday 
evening, when the Mansion-house was in flames, to stop the firing of the 
pulilic and private buildings in the Square, although he had atroopx>f the 
3rd Dragoons formed undt^ his own personal command in the Square. 

htii. For neglecting to avail himself of the services of the troop of Doddington 
S'eomanry, which arrived about eleven o'clock on the Sunday evening, under 
tlie command of Captain Codriug^on, as in his capacity of commanding-offi- 
cer of the troops in Bristol, it was Ms duty to do. 

9th. For retiring to liis bed on the same evening, and neglecting, for the space of 
nearly four hours, to follow the instructions of a letter from the magistrates, 
dated twelve o'clock, Sunday night, and fully authorising him to take wliat'- 
ever steps he mi^ht think propei for the restoration of tranquillity. 

10th. For manifesting a reluctance, when called out of bed by a magistrate, to 
go to the Square, on the morning of the Monday, alleging that the troops 
would be of no use, andthat the horses would not stand such a fire. 



nth. For shaking hands and teraporizinii^ wiUi the mob, on various occarions, 
when it was his duty to have put down the rioters by force, addressing them 
familiarly, and usin^ langunge to them, reflecting on the conduct of a por- 
tion of the troops under his command. 

Such conduct as aforesaid, on the part of the said Lieutenant-Colonel Brere* 
ton, evincing: great want of the vis;or and decision requisite for the duties in 
which he was engaged, being hinhly disgraceful to his character as an officar, 
and prejudicial to good order and military discipline, and tending to destroy 
the confidence of the troops in their officers, and to reflect dishonour on Hiii 
Majesty's service. 

A list of the witnesses for the prosecution was then read, 
as was also a list for the defence, and the Act of Parlia- 
ment with regard to the summoning of witnesses. 

Col. Brereton requested that the usual summonses might 
be issued to his witnesses, and that he might have permis- 
sion to call others if they should not be included in the 
list then read. The President granted the request, ob- 
serving that in case any witnesses should have been in 
court during any portion of the proceedings previ6usly to 
their testimony being required, their evidence would not 
be received. 

The witnesses were then ordered out of court. 

Sir C. Dalbiac then rose and said, that he appeared 
before them at the suit of the King, as prosecutor of 
Lieut.-colonel Brereton, the prisoner at the bar. It was 
unnecessary then to expatiate on the transactions with the 
Magistrates, seeing ^hat there were some of the charges 
carrying on the face of them circumstances, unworthy of -^^ 
the character of a British officer; such was the importance TB» 
of the trial, as to attract towards it a considerable share of 
public attention ; the Bristol riots, and their dismal conse- 
quences, had formed a theme of discussion in every part of 
the kingdom; some ascribing the consequences to one 
cause, and some to another : there were those who fixed 
the blame on the civil authorities, and others again who 
attached it exclusively to the military ; but on one point 
alone were all agreed, namely, that in some quarter, great 
culpability W£is due. These circumstances had fixed the 
attention of the public and the army ; and the intensity ot 
the feeling on the subject had led to the submission of 
them to the cognizance and discussion of a military tri- 
bunal. Never, he believed, was there a case which, speaking 
of facts and circumstances relative to military movements, 
was less perfectly known, or less distinctly understood; 
and yet never was there a case in which the public had 
demanded a fuller and more satisfactory investigation. 
This trial would necessarily bring before the Court the 
question as to what co-operation shoidd exist between the 
civil and military authorities, when riots of so serious a 
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character occur ; questions of this nature could not fail to 
present themselves during the disclosures which would be 
made on the trial, and nothing could be more momentous 
as involving the moral and professional duties of the soldier, 
the security of the public, and the preservation of pro- 
perty ; on the proper understanding of this question, all 
that was valuable to a civilized community in some degree 
depended, and to the extent compatible with the duties of 
a military tribunal could be deemed a matter of no light 
importance. The Bristol riots had been hitherto left with- 
out investigation as concerned the military force engaged ; 
in their disastrous consequences the character of the mili- 
tary officer now before them stood implicated. Of the 
preliminary court which had been held, he, (Sir. C. Dal- 
BiAC,) had been president; its proceedings were strictly 
private, like those of a Grand Jury; its object was to 
ascertain whether there existed grounds of accusation, or 
a necessity to subject the accused to the disgrace and 
anxiety of a public trial ; there was, however, no necessity 
for the accused to be present in this preliminary court ;iit 
was by indulgence and not by right, if he were permitted 
to be so. To this peculiarity, he, (the prosecutor) was 
disposed to allude, because it had devolved upon him to 
refuse applications from persons connected with the public 
press, to be present on that occasion. However reluctant 
ne might have been to give this denial, the discretion he 
had exercised, he was glad to observe, had received the 
full samction of superior authority. 

It was, perhaps, necessary, he should apprise the Court 
that the duties they had to perform imposed no ordinary 
weight of labour and anxiety, to which the number of 
witnesses to be examined would cause no slight addition ; 
no effort should, however, be wanting on his part, to ren- 
der that evidence as concise as possible ; of which a large 
portion would relate to facts and circumstances that occur- 
red during the three days and nights of incessant disorder 
and alarm in this city. He anticipated no difficulty, as to 
every essential point in reconciling the evidence, and its 
general tenor could not, he apprehended, be invalidated by 
slight and comparatively unimportant circumstances ; it 
would, however, be highly important to impress upon the 
Court its bounden obligation to pronounce judgment solely 
on the evidence produced, and to cast aside all other in- 
fluence arising from what they may have heard or seen 
reported ; but duly to weigh the evidence produced against 
the prisoner, and patiently to arrive at a just conclusion, 
would be found, by the Court, to devolve a duty upon it. 



unusually important and arduous. If this deep responsi- • 
bility should be felt by the Court, composed as it was of 
officers distinguished by their rank and judgment, how 
much greater must be tbe difficulty experienced by the 
individual conducting tlie prosecution. Much rather could 
he, (Sir C. Dalbiac,) desire that this responsibility had 
rested elsewhere ; indeed, so serious diH he de^m it, that 
he had almost considered his Majesty's service might have 
been promoted by the selection of a more competent indi- 
vidual ; but he had been supported under the lot that had 
fallen upon him by a resolution never to shrink from any duty 
it might please his Majesty to im'pose upon him, especially 
if it involved the .promotion of public justice. If, through 
want of skill, he should fail to press home the full force 
of tbe evidence against the prisoner, he tru^tied it would 
rather be ascribed to a want of power than to a want of 
zeal, should he not succeed in tue faithful discharge of 
so grave a duty. There was one circumstance which he 
ought to mention, namely, that he entered that Court 
without personal prejudice or partiality. The task of 
public prosecutor had devolved upon him, as he believed, 
because he was the President of the Court of Inquiry, on 
the 17th November, and up to that moment Lieut.-colonel 
Brereton was unknown to him ; when requested by Lord 
Hill to undertake the task, he immediately withdrew him- 
self from all knowledge of the transactions now to be 
brought under their notice ; whether derivable from private 
conversation, or the public prints; his impressions had, 
therefore, been solely drawn from the evidence produced 
at the Court of Inquiry, at which Lieut.-colonel Brereton, 
and Major Ellerton were permitted to be present; ever 
since that period the prisoner has been in possession of the 
evidence, and he would but do him (Sir C. Dalbiac) just- 
ice in conceding to him, that with regard to the evidence 
of the municipal authorities, he had taken all pains to 
ascertain whether Lieut.-colonel Brereton had received all 
the support and assistance from them, which he had so 
great a right to require and expect. 

Sir C. Dalbiac then said he should proceed with a brief 
narrative of circumstances, so far as they affected or were 
influenced by his Majesty's troops, for the purpose of en- 
abling the court to connect the general chain ot events; it 
had been drawn up, with the most careful anxiety, from 
what transpired at the Court of Inquiry, so that no charge 
might be instituted which could not be substantiated. The 
Gaol delivery in this city had been fixed for the 29th Oct. 
and in consequence of an application to the Secretary of 
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State, a troop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards and two troops 
of the 14th Light Dragoons were sent, and had quarters as- 
signed to them, about five p. m. at the Livery Stables of 
Mr Fisher, and the Horse Bazaar of Mr. Lee, both situated 
on the north side of College -^een. The alarm-post was 
on the Bishop's-green. At the north-east angle of the 
sq^uare was the residence of the district Adjutant, and there 
Lieut.-colonel Brereton took up his residence. He deemed 
it necessary to be thus particular, to show that the quarters 
of the troops and Colonel Brereton's abode, were each as 
the points of a triangle, and about 200 yards apart. On 
the 29th of October, the Recorder entered Bristol, and 
about half-past five p m the Mansion-house was attacked, 
on which it became necessary to call out the military, and 
to read the Riot Act. The troop of the 3rd Dragoons 
and a troop of the 14th were ordered to load at the alarm- 
post, by Lieut -colonel Brereton, and they were, of course, 
under tne impression that they were about to act eflSciently, 
The Lieut.-colonel, when he arrived in Queen-square, was 
informed of the effect of the proceedings of the mob, and 
that the Riot Act had been read ; he was then required to 
clear the streets, and disperse the mob; but instead of 
acting as it was his duty to have done, he merely ordered 
the soldiers to ride through and walk away the mob : the 
14th Dragoons had not even their swords drawn ; brick- 
bats and other missiles were thrown, by which three of 
the 14th, and some constables were seriously wounded, 
and taken into the Mansion-house: about 11 o'clock at 
night one troop of the 14th was ordered to charge, and it 
was then, for the first time, that they used their swords ; 
the order to do so was, however, too equivocal to be ad- 
hered to or obeyed, the instruction being to use the flat of 
their swords as much as possible, and even this order was 
subsequently withdrawn ; the mob repaired to the barges 
on the river, and after having assaulted the military, the 
latter were ordered not to fire : between 1 1 and 12 o'clock 
at night, Capt. Gage's troop returned to Queen-square from 
Corn-street, whither it had been sent to disperse the mob, 
who had commenced an attack upon the Council-house, a 
superb edifice in the heart of the city : thus, when Capt. 
Gage was letl to his own discretion, he acted as became an 
officer of his Majesty's service, and the Council-house was 
preserved. This was a most important feature in this case. 
The mob repaired into the passages and recesses of the 
street, from whence they threw stones and pieces of cast- 
iron at the troops patroling the streets ; from one alley, in' 
Wine-street, great annoyance was experienced, trom 



whence a person was seen to advance and throw stones ; 
the same person again came out for a similar purpose, when 
a Dragoon fired at the mari, and brought him to the 
ground ; — this circumstance had the effect of clearing every 
alley ; it had however been laid hold of as the cause of 
the exasperation of the mob against the 14th, but the real 
fact was, that the mob had been disturbed in their attack 
on the Council-house, and there was strong reason to 
suppose that, but for the decisive conduct of Capt. Gage, 
the work of pillage and incendiarism would have then com- 
menced. In the course of Saturday night, Lieut.-colonel 
Brereton, whilst in command of the 3rd Dragoons, was re- 
peatedly seen to mix with the mob, to shake hands with 
them, and admit other familiarities towards him, he was 
overheard to address the rioters as to his own measures, as 
well as with regard to the conduct of the 14th Dragoons; 
but no such instance, it was clear, could be allowed of an 
officer in his Majesty's service, addressing a mob in such a 
manner, and under such circumstances. This temporizing 
system formed the substance of the 1 1th charge — a system 
by which the efforts of the troops had been perfectly para- 
lyzed. Towards two o'clock on the Sunday morning 
a considerable portion of the mob moved off, nnd there was 
then only a picket of the 3rd Dragoons, and a picket of 
the 14th, at the Council-house, until about 7 or 8 o'clock 
in the morning; Queen-square being thus left without 
protection, and the Mayor and some other individuals 
being compelled t</ retreat, in consequence of the furious 
attack on the Mansion-house, Lieut.-colonel Brereton was 
ordered to disperse the mob, which order he peremptorily 
resisted; one troop of the 3rd Dragoons were receivea 
with cheers on that occasion, but the 14th were received 
with groans and execrations, accompanied with threats df 
the most diabolical description, in the presence of Lieut.- 
colonel Brereton, who then went up to Capt. Gage, and 
said, " It appears that the whole of the disturbance is 
caused by the presence of the 14th Dragoons, you will be 
pleased therefore to take them to their quarters." On their 
retirement the mob attacked them, so that the troops were 
obligedto face about, but the mob still continued close to 
their horses' heels, when they again moved onward. At Col- 
lege-green, Capt. Gage very properly placing himself in the 
rear, gave orders, "Hear threes, present pistols;" on which 
the mob recoiled ; but as several people were at this moment 
on their way to church, Capt. Gage ordered them " to recover 
arms." On the mob renewing their attack, however, the 
order was given " Hear threes, present, fire," and the next 
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re«r threes obeyed the same order; thus six or seven shots 
were discharged, by which one man was killed, and two 
or three were wounded. It was this mob that Lieut.- 
colonel Breretoii encountered on his way to College-green, 
who referred their complaint to him respecting the 14th 
Dragoons, vowing vengeance againstthcm, and threatening 
to destroy the whole city unless they were marched out of it. 
It was with this body of rioters that Lieut-colonel Brereton 
compromised the honor of the troops, the safety of the 
city, and the character of an officer. It was to assuage 
their thirst for vengeance that he gave a promise this re- 
quest should be complied with ; the warmest protestations 
being tendered to him, that all mischief, violence, and 
outrage should thereupon cease. Lieut.-colonel Brereton 
had taithfuUy fulfilled his part of the contract, and the 
court would learn, in due time, how the mob had performed 
their' s. He soon afterwards proceeded to the Guildhall, 
accompanied by Captain Waddington, of the 14th, to ask 
the sanction of the magistrates for the removal of the two 
troops of that regiment. He (Sir C, Dalbiac) would leave 
to the evidence to detail what passed on that occasion, 
merely observing, that the threats of a licentious mob 
prevailed over the entreaties of the civil authorities. That 
evidence would show that, about noon on Sunday, Lieut.- 
colonel Brereton went to the quarters of the 14th, and 
ordered them to march to Keynsham, so that in this inde- 
cent and disgraceful manner they were driven out of the 
city. The mob pursued, and hissed* at them, which, no 
doubt, had given rise to the report that the 14th had been 
driven out of the city by the mob. I'he retirement of 
these troops was the signal tor demolition. About two 
o'clock several of the citizens had assembled at the Guild- 
hall, and Lieut.-colonel Brereton was present; some ex- 
pressed their willingness to act as a civil tbrce, if supported 
by the military; they demanded to know why the 14th had 
left the city ; and Mr. Sergeant Ludlow demanded, in their 
name, the immediate return of the troops. The evidence 
in support of the fourth charge would prove to the court 
how pertinaciously that request had been resisted, so that 
from that time up to Monday morning, the city was left at the 
mercy of the mob, who carried by force the House of Correc- 
tion about two o'clock, no effort be^ng made to resist them. 
By three o'clock the troop of the 3d Dragoonss, under 
Cornet Kelson, received, at the alarm-post, orders from 
Lieut-colonel Brereton, to proceed to the New Gaol, but 
to use no violence against the mob. Thus, His Majesty's 
Dragoons (he, the prosecutor, spoke it with shame) merely 
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looked on while the rioters were deeply engaged in the 
work of demolition; the detachment remained but a few 
minutes ; the rioters released about 150 prisoners, and set 
fire to the governor's house. About half-past six, the 
Lawford's Gate Prison was in flames, which was succeeded 
by the Mansion-house. A number of the mob went to the 
Bishop's Palace ; Lieut-colonel Brereton repaired thither 
with the 3d Dragoons, and the evidence to be produced 
on the sixth charge would show whether or not they 
were ordered to support the civil authorities. After re- 
maining a short time, the Dragoons left the Palace, and 
on their return to the square, the Mansion-house was in 
flames. When Lieut.-colonel Brereton arrived there, the 
Mansion-house had been on Are for an hour. The evi- 
dence on the seventh charge would have relation to these 
events. From half-past nine o'clock until five o'clock on 
the following morning, not a soldier was ordered to the 
square. Between ten and eleven o'clock. Captain Codring- 
ton, the commander of a troop of Wiltshire Yeomanry, 
personally reported their arrival to Lieut.-colonel Brereton, 
who offered to find a magistrate for him; and the evidence 
in support of the eighth charge would show how the latter 
had neglected to give any explicit or specific directions, 
or to avail himself of the services of this Yeomanry corps. 
Captain Codrington left Bristol between eleven ana twebre 
o'clock, and Lieut.-colonel Brereton retired tb his quarters 
and to his bed. At twelve o'clock the same (Sunday) 
night, orders were forwarded to him from the Mayor, to 
take whatever steps he might think proper; and the evi- 
dence on the ninth charge would prove, that Lieut.-colonel 
Brereton remained quietly in his bed, although these or- 
ders were delivered to him, and the flames were vomiting 
forth from the square. About four o'clock on the morning 
of Monday, Alderman Camplin and Captain Waddington 
called up Liieut.-colonel Brereton; and he (the prosecutor) 
would leave it to the Alderman and two other gentlemen 
to detail the evidence in support of the tenth charge. At 
five o'clock the 3rd Dragoons turned out, and when they 
reached the square, the north and west sides of it, except 
a house or two, were rapidly consuming: indeed, from 
seven o'clock on the preceding evening until that time, the 
work of destruction had been continued; the mob had 
commenced with the west end of the south side, when 
Lieut-Colonel Brereton arrived, about fiv6 o'clock: it was 
on that occasion the swords of the 3rd Dragoons were let 
loose^ but whether by a simultaneous and voluntary charge 
of the troops, he would leave to the consideration of the 
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Court, when the evidence should be laid before it:* the 
mob was repeatedly charged and dispersed; several of 
them were cut down, and a house saved. As the rioters 
still continued in the square and the adjoining streets, it 
was thought proper, about six o'clock, to charge upon 
them, which was done by the 3rd Dragoons. Lieut-col. 
Brereton then sent for the 14th Dragi'ons from Keynsham, 
and about seven o'clock. Major Beckwith and his Adjutant 
arrived from Gloucester, having ordered a troop of Dra- 
goons to follow him. He (the prosecutor) would leave it 
to the Major to state what was the nature of the interview 
he held with the Magistrates. The 14th had not long been 
in quarters, when it appears that outrages were committing 
in some parts of the city, and thejr were, in consequence, 
ordered out By mid-day tranquillity was restoied, and 
this had been effected by that very squadron of the 14th 
which, exactly twenty- four hours before, was reported, by 
Lieut. -colonel Brereton as insufficient to present any posi- 
tive obstacle to the violence of the mob : that tranquillity, 
however, was restored by them which was never afterwards 
disturbed. Such was the nature of the evidence which 
marked the last days of October in this city as the most 
direfully memorable. 

It was not impossible that his (the prosecutor's) earnest- 
ness might be mistaken for personal feeling, but if that 
should be the case, he had to request of Lieut.-colonel 
Brereton not to attribute the earnestness of his manner to so 
unworthy a motive, but to a zeal for the promotion of their 
common profession, and the honour^of his Majesty's service. 
There could be little else than bitterness in a charge which 
tended to the punishment and dishonour of a fellow -soldier. 
His want of knowledge of the strictly legal course to be 
pursued, might lead him to put questions not exactly con- 
formable to the usage of military courts; but he was 
happy in beholding himself amply surrounded with the 
means of protection for the prisoner, against any involun- 
tary errors on his part. His Majesty's Deputy Judge 
Aavocate was at hand, to correct any departure from legal 
forms; and the security of the- prisoner from injury was 
further promoted by the presence of his own professional 
adviser. He had only to observe further, it was his anxious 
hope that any doubt which might arise out of the evidence, 
or upon its effect, should not be turned against the pri- 
soner, but be invariably interpreted in his favour. 

Sir C. Dalbiac further observed, that it seemed necessary 
to treat the charges seriatim, and to complete the evidence 
on one charge befoi*e the next was proceeded in ; reserving 
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to himself the duty of announcing to the Court, when the 
main charge was substantiated. He did not, however, by 
talking this course, abandon the right to call additional 
evidence, should he deem it requisite ; and if the Court 
coincided in this opinion, he should now proceed to pro- 
duce the evidence. The first he should present to the Court, 
was a number of letters to and from Lieut. -colonel 
Brereton, the authenticity of which he would perhaps ac- 
knowledge. This being done, the following is a brief 
summary of these documents : — 

1. Letter from the Horse- Guards, dated 24th October, 
announcing the arrival of troops, and requesting Lieut- 
colonel Brereton to put himself in communication with 
the magistrates, as to their disposal. 

2. Letter trom Lieut-colonel Brereton, dated Oct. 26, 
acknowledging the receipt of the above. 

3. Copy of a letter, dated 28th October, addressed to 
Lieut-colonel Brereton, requesting information, should 
any disturbance take place, by the mail of the following 
evening. 

4. Copy of a letter, from Lieut.-colonel Brereton, dated 
Bristol, Oct. 29, 5 o'clock, p. m., and addressed to Lord F, 
Somerset, stating that the 3rd Dragoons were stationed at 
the Gaol; and the 14th at the New Market; that Sir Cuarles 
Wetherell had made his entry, but that nothing had oc- 
curred to call for the interference of the military. 

5. Letter addressed to Sir Willoughby Gordon, K.C.B. 
a duplicate of the above. 

6. Copy of a letter, dated 30th Oct., half- past four, p. m. 
addressed to Lord Fitzroy Somerset, stating some of the 
events that had transpired up to that period; also that, 
from the revengeful spirit of the mob, as reported by Capt. 
Gage, Lieut.-colonel Brereton had suggested the removal 
of the 14th to Keynsham; that there was only one troop 
of the 3rd Dragoons remaining ; and that, from the state of 
the city, a strong military force ^as necessary. 

7. Letter from Lieut-colonel Brereton to Lord Fitzroy 
Somerset, dated Oct. 31, stating the devastation committed 
by the mob, which he was unable to check with so small 
a body of military, and the magistrates being destitute of 
a civil force ; that the streets had been cleared ; the civil 
power was being organized; the colliers were coming in; 
and that, on the arrival of Capt Codrington's troop, on 
his asking for a magistrate, he (Lieut.-colonel Bereton) 
said, he would endeavour to procure one, but in the mean- 
time the Captain and his troop marched away. 

8. Letter from Lieut-colonel Brereton to Lord Fitzroy 



12 

Somerset, dated Ist Nov., with an inclosure, signed T. 
Pearson, Major-General, dated 1st Nov., addressed " My 
dear Colonel," and presumed to mean Lieut-colonel Bre- 
reton. The Letter stated that, in reference to a previous 
letter in which he (Lieut.-colonel B.) mentioned the re- 
moval of the 14th Dragoons, he begged to inclose a note 
from Major- General Pearson, in which it was stated that 
he (the Major-General) had no hesitation in saying that, 
trom the overpowering nature of the mob, and the count- 
less thousands of which it consisted, and the small military 
force employed having brought upon it the fury of the 
populace, the safety of that force would have been en- 
dangered, and the loss of property been much greater 
by the longer continuance of the 14th in the city, espe- 
cially as both men and horses required refreshment. 

In reply to a question from the President, Sir C. 
Dalbiac explained that the note of Major-CJeneral Pearson 
was dated subsequent to the riots. 

9. Letter from Lieut.-col. Brereton to the Deputy-adju- 
tant General, respecting the calling out the pensioners, and 
other arrangements, until the arrival of the reserve of the 
1 1th Regiment of Foot. 

10. Copy of a letter from Lord F. Somerset, dated 31st 
October, to Lieut.-colonel Brereton, stating that, in the 
absence of the Commander-in-Chief, his (Lieutenant-co- 
lonel B.'s) letter had been submitted to the Home Secre- 
tary, who had ordered troops to move in the direction of 
Bristol, and that General Jackson should assume the com- 
mand. With the present evidence before him. Lord Mel- 
bourne would make no remark further than that the con- 
duct pursued, in the removal of the troops, appeared to 
be highly imprudent, and calculated to compromise the 
character of a soldier. 

11. Letter from Lieut^col. Brereton, dated 3rd Novem- 
ber, addressed to Lord F. Somerset, alluding particularly 
to the removal of the 14th. The Lieut.-colonel states, that 
he was left in a very unenviable situation, having to deal 
with an infatuated mob, whilst the civil power was ill sup- 
ported ; and on the supposition that some of the rioters 
hod been shot, and the mob dispersed, they would have 
re-assembled, as they had even determined to attack the 
troops in quarters ; if the troops had been repulsed, the 
rioters would then have fired the shipping and attacked 
the banks ; at the same time they promised to return to a 
peaceable conduct if the 14th Dragoons \^ere removed. 

To be continued. 



No. 2. PRICE THREE HALF-PENCE. 

COURT-MARTIAL CONTINUED. 



He (Lieut-colonel B.) had also reacon to expect the arrival 
of other troops, and thought it requisite to use every 
means of conciliation in the interval. If the Magistrates 
had commenced the same course of conduct previously, 
which they did on the Monday, much mischief might have 
been prevented ; and the 14th Dragoons were not removed 
without their consent or permission. 
This concluded the documentary evidence. 
Mr. Sergeant Ludlow was then called, whose evidence 
it was explained by the Court related to the firist charge 
exclusively. That chairge having been read, the exami- 
nation of the learned Sergeant commenced. — I am 
Town Clerk of Bristol; was not known personally to Col. 
Brereton previously to the 29th of October; was at the 
Mansion-house on Saturday, the 29th of October, from 
about twelve o'clock to after twelve o'clock at night; there 
was an assemblage on that day in the immediate vicinity 
of the Mansion-house, and, in my opinion, it was riotous 
and tumultuous. The troops were called out on that day, 
and I presume they were commanded by Colonel Bre- 
reton ; cannot positively swear to the fact, but I believe 
that the proclamation was read as prescribed -in the Riot 
Act; know that orders were given to Colonel Brereton 
at the Mansion-house almost immediately after his arrival 
with the troops, to disperse the mob, clear the streets, 
and get the city quiet as soon as he could. 

The President at this part of the proceedings suggested 
the propriety of the Court confining itself as much as pos- 
sible to military transactions only. 

Examination of Mr. Sergeant Ludlow resumed. — In his 
opinion the rioters were not dispersed as promptly and 
efficiently as they might and ought to have been ; tne ri- 
oting continued at intervals up to midnight, when he 
left the Mansion-house ; when Colonel Brereton first came 
to the Mansion-house door, the people on the outside were 
engaged in battering the front door, they had already bat- 
teredin one of the windows on the ground floor, and some of 
them had entered into the dining room, but the immediate 
effect of the arrival of the troops was to remove them from 
the front of the Mansion-house; they did not withdraw 
far; I repeatedly noticed that the people having with- 
drawn from the streets when the soldiers were passing, 
returned again to the very door of the Mansion-house, im- 
mediately after they had passed; occasionally stones were 
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thrown at the windows, and the indication to tumult and 
violence did not appear to be materially decreased ; Col- 
onel Brereton occasionally went down stairs and returned ; 
he said the mob appeared to be Very good-humoured, and 
he had no doubt ,he could walk them away by parading 
the soldiers; just before one of those occasions, two of the 
14th Dragoons had been brought in wounded, one of them 
very considerably } I asked Col. Brereton upon that occa- 
sion, if he thought these to be svmptoma of goodrhumour on 
the part of the people <)ut of aoors; ; said also that the mob 
appe ared to be increasing rather than lessening, .and at the 
same time, but I cannot say precisely in what terms, it 
certainly was intimated that ilt w<>uld be desirable to get the 
city quiet; neither can I tel)., in what terms the Colo- 
ners answer was given, but they were puch as induced 
me to ask Colonel Brereton whether he:had any instruc- 
tions from the Horse Guards or th^ Secretary of State's 
Office, to prevent him from atteMiing tp tlie directions of 
the magistrates. He said in reply, *' My instructions are 
to attend to the Girders of the magistriUie^/' l**am not 
a magistrate, but speak in their na^^e, ajod they act by 
my advice ; I told Colonel Brereton, the pckayor and two 
or three of the aldermen being present, ^'.Vour orders are 
to clear the streets and get the city quiet as soon as you 
can," or to that effect; some sort of Cavaliy movement 
was then made in the interior qf theSq^u^r^ in which the 
Mansion-house stood, and which is railed, in from the 
street, which movement had. the effect, and the people 
were driven out, but took refuge in. the courts before the 
houses, occasionally returning to . before the Mansion- 
house, and continuing in part the ^ame qcmrse of conduct 
which prevailed during the early part pf the evening; late 
in the evening, probably about eleren o^fi|iai9]i, an officer 
I believe of the 14th Dragoon^ came ii^tQ jtijpie^ Majision^ 
house, and stated. Colonel Brereton beip^ ii\ ijbe room ai 
the time, that the troops were receiving ^cQiiQidenBible an- 
noyance in one of tlie streets near the M^fi^l^ThQils&^the 
situation of which he described. Hefiaidjyi^lJmi^db»d 
been put out, and it was quite dark, an4itlp^i9tit>|ki6» wh^n > 
followed by the soldiers, retreated intor »p;qn(ft)^ats.an(d ' 
barges which were lying in the river, from which .they 
annoyed the troops, who, of course, could. not follow 
them ; he added he wished to ffre a few ball cartridges in 
that direction ; one of the magistrates, (I believe Mri Al- 
derman Daniel,) said on seeing the situation in which the 
boats were, described to be, that there were probably a 
good many people there who 4^me in market boats, and 
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it would be desirable to avoid injuring them, if possible. 
A gentleman then present, I believe a special constable, 
said, " Let me have twenty-five men and be supported by 
the troops, and I will undertake to dislodge the people 
from the boats ;^* that operation would certainly have been 
attempted, had not Colonel Brereton said, " It you'll take 
my advice, you'll let them alone ; it is getting very late, 
and I dare say, if they are not disturbed, they will go home 
and go to bed very quietly ; some observation was made 
as to the necessity of getting the city into a state of peace 
and quietness, to which Colonel Brereton answered that 
his men should patrol the streets during the night, and he 
would be answerable for the peace of the city, or to thai, 
effect The officer went away very soon after,. and Colo- 
nel Brereton almost immediately. Colonel Brereton did 
not dispute in the slightest degree my authority ; I had 
been introduced to him in the day in my capacity of Town 
Clerk, in the presence of the magistrates $ can say that the 
Square was clear when I left ; the people had withdrawn 
into the vicinity ; they were not making as much noise, nor 
were they in such large bodies, or I would not have left 
the city ; I went home in the hopes that all would be quiet. 
The President here said that Colonel Brereton's cross- 
examination of the witness could not go on, as the time of 
the rising of the Court had arrived ; and it was consequently 
adjourned till Tuesday morning at ten o'clock. 



TUESDAY. 



At ten o'clock precisely, the Officers forming the Court 
took their seats; the Court, as yesterday, was very 
crowded, a gtlist number of ladies being present. 

Mr. Sergeant Ludlow was called, and cross-examined by 
Colonel Brereton. The question first put was, " When you 
asked Colonel Brereton if he had any secret instructions 
not to obey the Magistrates' orders, did he not promise to 
obey any explicit orders they would give." 

Witness:^— T^hnt question, as it is framed, calls upon me 
to avow to the word secret, which I yesterday stated I was 
not certain I used, I beg to have that word expunged; 
(atler a little conversation, and a reference to the minutes, 
it was erased.) 

Cross-examination resumed. — ^I'he only answer Colonel 
Brereton gave was that stated by me yesterday, " My 
directions are to obey the Magistrates;" in the course of 
the evening he 'frequently said he was ready to obey the 
Magistrates' orders ; but at the same time, he generally, or 
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always accompanied that with the discouragement of the 
use of force •, I think I recollect on some discussion taking 
place about firing, that he said once or twice, " If I am ta 
fire I must have explicit orders." I am not aware of 
any regular consultation on the part of the Magistrates^ 
about giving explicit orders as to the use of force; 
there was from time to time conversation amongst them. 
Colonel Brereton and myself, with respect to the state 
of the tumult, and the measures necessary ; am not aware 
that any explicit orders was given in the course of that 
evening to fire, in my presence; Colonel Brereton was 
tirequently informed in the course of the evening, by 
the Magistrates, of their desire to have the city restored to 
a state of quiet, and that they looked to him to effect that 
object. 

General Sir C. Dalbiac observed that perhaps he should 
be saving the time of the Court, and at the same time serve 
the end required by the prisoner, by admitting that he 
(Colonel Brereton) did at a protracted time of the evening, 
receive the sanction of the Magistrates not to fire. [A list 
of witnesses was here handed in by Colonel Brereton, and 
their names called over, to ascertain that none of them were 
in Court] 

Cross-examination resumed. — Am not aware of any 
other consultation on the part of the Magistrates, nor any 
discussion about takingthe responsibility of ordering more 
force ; am not aware of their having refused to tafie any 
responsibility 5 when the military arrived, the rioters ab- 
stained from battering the doors and windows, which, on 
the arrival of the troops, they were engaged in doing ; the 
acts of violence, to which 1 am enabled to speak, are the 
breaking of the windows, that happened from time to time, 
and the wounding of the constables and soldiers, whom I 
saw brought in in that state. 

By the Court — The orders I gave, or heard given to 
Colonel Brereton, were altogether without restrictions not 
to fire, or use the edge of the sword; 1 cannot say no such 
restricted orders were given, as Colonel Brereton was with 
the Magistrates at the bottom of the stairs, before he came 
up ; have no personal knowledge as to whether any Magis- 
trate followed Colonel Brereton, or the troops, to give 
directions to suppress the tumult; the scene of action was 
close to the Mansion-house, where they all were ; I had 
no personal knowledge of the riot act having been read, 
bnt I saw some of the Magistrates and Law-officers go 
down stairs for the purpose of reading it, some time before 
the inilitary arrived. 
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[Mr, Sergeant Lue^/oir here applied to the Court, thathi» 
examination, as a witness, might be concluded in the course 
of the present week, as he had engagements in town, which 
were most urgent, and which required his personal pre- 
sence in the next week j and even rendered his present stay 
inconvenient.] 

The President said, that the Court had every disposition 
to occasion witness as little inconvenience as possible; but 
at the same time, it must remain with the Court and the 
prisoner, as to whether their interest would require his 
testimony. 

General Dalbiac said, that after the disposal of this first 
charge, it was his intention to submit it for the approval of 
the Court, as to whether the second, third, or fourth charges 
may not be taken together ; for although distinct charges, 
in point of fact, they were blended together ; it was then 
his intention to take Mr. Sergeant Ludlow's evidence first; 
he was not aware then of any circumstances that would 
prevent the witness's leaving Bristol, provided that the 
interest of the prisoner did not require his attendance, and 
it met with the approval of the Court. 

The President. The Court was quite ready to grant 
every possible indulgence to witnesses, but at present it 
W€is impossible to say when the interest of the prisoner or 
the prosecutor required his attendance.] 

Chas. Pinnetfy Esq. having been sworn, and the charge 
readover'to him, was examined : — I am Mayor of Bristol; — 
in my opinion there was a great riot and disturbance in 
Queen- square on the 29th Oct. last; — ^the Riot Act was read 
by me three times ; I believe at about five o'clock in the 
aiternoon, I made application to Colonel Brereton, as 
commanding officer of the troops in this city, for the pre- 
sence of the military in aid of the civil power ; I believe 
the troops arrived in Queen-square about half an hour 
after the Riot Act had been read. The windows in firont 
of the Mansion-house had been broken in, and the people 
had entered the Dining-room, the pannels of the door had 
been forced in, and the Hall raked with sticks and stones ; 
orders were given by Mr. Alderman Fripp, which I con- 
firmed to Colonel Brereton as soon as he arrived, to clear 
the square, or to disperse the mob^ and on Col. B. asking 
whether the troops should fire, he was told, if it was ne- 
cessary to fire, he must fire, or words to that effect ; he was 
not in the course of that night restricted by me from 
using the edge of the sword, and I am not aware of his 
being restricted by any one else. Colonel Brereton pro- 
tested at one period against using force; I do not recollect 
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the exact words of the Colonel, but the general plea that 
he made use of, was, that they were a good-humoured mob, 
and that the troops could either ride or walk them away, or 
words to that effect, and that they were lessening in num- 
bers ; I recollect the Colonel coming in at one period, and^ 
to show the good temper of the mob, he said, that his arm 
was tired with shaking hands with, the people ; he said in 
my presence, " Mind, I protest against using force, the re- 
sponsibility is with you, it is unnecessary and contrary to 
my opinion," or words to that effect ; CoL Brereton was re- 
peatedly coming in during the Saturday evening, to report 
respecting the people, and was repeatedly given directions 
to clear the Square ; I cannot call to mind exactly the ex- 
pressions of the Colonel or the answers, but I recollect his 
conduct occasioned the Town Clerk to ask him if he had 
any instructions from gov%}rnment not to act, or something 
to that effect ; he replied, his orders were to obey the ma- 
gistrates, and the Town Clerk then told him, "The magis- 
trates direct you to clear the square, and keep the town 
?uiet,'' and it was upon this occasion he made the protest — 
recollect some soldiers being brought in wounded, and 
the Town Clerk making nse of the expression, " Is this a 
proof of the quietness or good-temper of the mob." I re- 
collect an officer coming into the room when Colonel B. 
was present; he said, that the mob took refuge in the 
market or trading vessels, and assailing the soldiers fix)m 
thence, and they could not follow them, and he wanted to 
know if he might fire into the vessels ; he applied generally 
to us all, but I should presume he applied to the magistrates } 
he said, ''I think it will be otherwise sacrificing troops" or 
words to that effect ; I think Aid. Daniel observed, that 
there were many people on board the vessels who would be 
sacrificed, (in the event of their firing,) who had nothing 
to do with the mob. A gentleman who was present came 
forward and offered with 25 men to go on board the vessels 
and clear them, if he could be supported by the troops; this 
was not done in consequence of Col, B. stating the mob 
were dispersing, and that he would patrol the streets, and 
be answerable for the peace of the city, or w ords to that 
effect ; in fact, the front of the Mansion-house was notagain 
attacked that night In my opinion, the rioters were not 
promptly and effectually dispersed; I think what was ulti- 
mately effected, might have been effected at an earlier 
period ; in my opinion, the riots increased after I first 
gave Colonel B, orders to put down the riots. I do not 
recollect whether the officer who came in, , cqmplained of 
receiving annoyance from the rioters ia.aA|^ Qtlier quarter 
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in . the neighbourtiood of the square; I understood thfiit 
there was a charge made in the square, but did not Se6 it ; 
Alderman Savage who was looking out of the window toM 
me so ; it was reported to me after the charge was said tb 
be made, that certain of the rioters had taken retxige id 
some, ofthe adjoining areas, whence they were offerihg an* 
noyauce to the troops. 

By the Court.-r^l belieye Colonel Breretonwas informed 
that the riot act had been read ; the impression oil tny 
mind is, that I told him so : he must have known of it, 
from the.. nature of subsequent conversation in thfe room.. 
I cannot tell whether the increase of the riots was owing 
to the want of energy and vigour on the part of Colondi 
Brereton, but I thmk his conduct must have given confi- 
dence to tlie rioters, especially that ofthe familiarity with 
which he treated them. I should not charge him with 
p>08itive disobedience, but rather with a non-compliance 
with the orders of the magistrates : the impression on my 
mind is, that it certainly was my opinion, tW the conduct 
of the Colonel was feeble and temporizing \ which opinion 
it was that induced theTown-clerk to ask him the question 
he did — whether he had received instructions to disobey or-- 
ders i and that I could not in any other way account for 
the line of conduct he had adopted. The Colonel cer- 
tainly neglected to clear the Square, which he was directed 
to do, assigning as a reason, that the mob. was good-hU'^ 
moured and dispersing. I do not know of any magistrates 
being in the street, with instructions to act in concert with 
the military, after Colonel Brereton had reported their 
arrival at the Mansion-house; the magistrates were all 
in the Mansion-house, from which all orders were 
issued. I believe Mr. Alderman Savage came up with the 
troops: am not aware that any magistrate left the Man- 
sion-house for the purpose of proceeding with the troops; 
I do not think it possible for them to have done so, with- 
out danger: my impression is, it is not the duty of a 
magistrate to do so. I certainly implied, when I ordered 
Colonel Brereton to clear the streets^, thAt whatever force 
was. necessary was to be used; and! I believe he under- 
stood it to be my meaning. . 

Alderman Abraham Hilhouse examined. — I am an Al- 
derman of the city of Bristol. On the 29th of October I 
went for the mihtary from the Mansion-house, and re- 
turned there with them: 1 did not hear the riot act read, 
but understood it had been read before T returned. The 
rioters were exceedingly violent, but not so much so as 
they had been previously to my return, judging from 
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the destruction which they bad made upon the Mansion- 
house : they fled at the approach of the troops. I did not 
myself give Colonel Brereton any directions, but I re- 
peatedly heard directions given him by the Mayor and 
by the Town-clerk, to disperse the mob : these directions 
were not promptly and effectually obeyed by him ; the 
outrage and violence increased very much after orders 
were given to him to put down the riots. About eleven 
o'clock on Saturday night, the mob begun to be less vio- 
lent, and to disperse. 

By the Court — 1 think they dispersed in consequence 
of more vigorous measures having been adopted, in conse- 
quence of the strong remonstrance of the magistrates. I 
understood that the soldiers charged, and struck with the 
flat of their swords, but I did not see it. I went to fetch 
the soldiers on foot. 

General Dalbi ac said : If I am rightly informed, there 
was another reason for the mob dispersing, which I am 
prepared to substantiate by the fullest evidence; and I 
have reason to believe that the magistrates are aware of 
this reason, but not eye-witnesses to it. I should not have 
recurred to this, but the question having been asked, I 
would suggest to the Court to ask whether the magistrates 
are not aware of another cause. 

President. — 1 think, after all, it is a matter of opinion 
as to the cause. 

General Dalbi ac. — I will not press it, but I believe the 
cause was publicly known to the magistrates in the Man- 
sion-house. 

Examination resumed. — ^The orders for more vigorous 
measures were given to Colonel Brereton, but I do not 
know who executed them: I mean by more vigour, that 
I heard the troops moved about with more activity. 

Captain John William Gage, of the 14th Dragoons, exa- 
mined. — I commanded a squadron of the 14th Dragoons, 
on the 29th of Oct. : my squadron was ordered out by 
Colonel Brereton on the evening of that day ; they first 
formed on parade in College-green 5 one troop received 
an order from the Colonel to load, and it did load, and we 
proceeded to the Square: when we arrived, there was a 
riotous assembly of persons in the vicinity of the Man- 
sion-house. I was ordered by Colonel Brereton to dis- 
perse the mob, without drawing swords or using violence ; 
the tumult having increased, at about eleven o'clock, I was 
ordered to clear the street by force: three or tour of the 
14th were badly cut, and finding the men were much 
pelted by stones and pieces of iron, which were thrown 
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by men from boats and barges, situations in which we 
could not reach those who were throwing them, I went to 
the Mansion-house, and asked leave of the Mayor to let a 
few of the men make use of their carbines, to dislodge the 
people who were pelting them: he hesitated for some time, 
and I think he was about to grant it, when I met Colonel 
Brereton in the door-way, on the top of the stairs, who 
recommended it should not be done. I then went down 
to the Square again, and endeavoured to dislodge them 
on horseback, without firing; we partly succeeded, ex- 
cepting those who got in the boats and barges : we had by 
this time cleared Queen-square and all the adjacent streets, 
and I was about to go home to feed my troop, and be re- 
lieved by the' second part of the squadron: at that time 
certain of the rioters had occupied the alleys and barges, 
but maintained no situation that a horse could get at them. 
I received orders about eleven o'clock that night from 
Colonel Brereton, to proceed from Queen-square with my 
troop to the Council-house, to protect it from the rioters, 
who were breaking in : I was not restricted from using 
any of the weapons with which dragoons are usually 
armed, should necessity arise for employing force : when 
I arrived there, the number of the rioters was very con- 
siderable, and the attack very violent. We immediately 
dispersed them from the front of the Council-house, ex- 
cepting the alleys where we could not get to them : the 
party which I patroled in Wine-street were very much 
annoyed, by the mob pelting us with stones and pieces of 
iron from tne alleys: one alley, in particular, that I passed 
and repassed repeatedly, annoyed the party more than 
any other : part of the mob there was headed by a man 
in a light-coloured dress, who always advanced in the 
street three or four paces before he threw the missiles of 
stone or iron; the third or fourth time he did it, I drew a 
pistol, and levelled it at him, but it snapped; a soldier im- 
mediately on my left fired, and the man fell; after that 
the mob left the passage, and there was no more pelting 
there: this occupied till half- past twelve o'clock ; and that 
part of the town becoming quiet, I took that party home 
to feed, leaving Lieutenant Dawson and my Serjeant- miger 
with the rest of the troop, to patrol the street, with an 
understanding that they were to be relieved in two hours; 
part of Captain Musgrove's troop returned to their quar- 
ters about twelve o'clock, and part remained near the 
Mansion-house, and were relieved every two hoiirs. 

Cross-examined by Colonel Brereton. — After Colonel 
Brereton ordered the troops to load, we proceeded to 
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Hilhouse accompany us ; I do not know his person. On 
the arrival of the troops, the rioters ceased for a time from 
violence. I did not see any renewal of riots by any large 
body of rioters, atler the arrival of the troops in Queen- 
8(juare, till just before eleven o'clock, when orders were 
given to clear the streets by force. 

By the Court — Colonel Brereton gave me the orders at 
eleven o'clock, to clear the streets by force ; he was fre- 
quently in communication with me after thearrival of thei 
troops at the Mansion-house. 

The President requested the officers to remain for a 
few minutes, and the Court was ordered to be cleared*. 



WEDNESDAY. 

The Court sat precisely at 10 o'clock. 

Tlie President informed the Court, that Alderman 
Hilhouse had not distinctly stated in his evidence of yes- 
terday, whether it was the 3rd or •14th Dragoons that he 
accompanied -to the square, and that he, (the Aldertnati)- 
was desirous of preventing any misunderstaudiilg lipoti* 
that point. 

Colonel Brereton said, he wished to inform the Court,- 
that several of Sir Charles Dalbiac's witnesses had bee.i in' 
Court on the day previous. All witnesses who had not 
finally been examined, were then ordered out of Court 

Aldermau Hilhouse recalled* — I went with Alderman 
Savftgc to find the troops ; called at Col.^Brereton's lodgings, 
and found one of the Mayt>r'8 officers waiting there with' 
a note 'which had previously been despatched, to him ; we 
left the officer there> and went on to the Bear's Head, 
were the 3rd Dragoon Guards were quartered ; we told 
liie officer commanding them, of the extrenle d^hget the 
Recorder and Magistrates were in, and requested that he 
would immediately go to their relief; he refefred me to 
Col. Brereton, who in a few minutes came up on horse- 
back, when Alderman Savage requested him for God's 
sake, to trot his troop to the assistance of the Magistrates, 
as every moment was of the greatest consequence j 1 came 
back with the troop of the 8rd Dragoon Guards. 

Lieutenant Jos. Dawson of the 14th Dragoons. — ^Was on 
duty with Capt. Gage's troop in Queen-square, on the 
night of the 29th Oct. ; that troop was detached from the 
S5[uare in the course of that night to disperse a body of 
rioters from the Council-house; the attack upon the 
Council-hous^ was very violei^t, but I could not flee the 
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number of the rioters, it Mras so dark $ when they were 
dispersed from the Council-house, they ran away, and dis- 
appeared in the entries and narrow alleys;: that part of 
the troop of which 1 afterwards had the command to patrol 
the streets, were very much pelted by a part of the mob ; 
I myself was hit seven or eight tipi^- 

Cross-examined by Colonel Brereton : I saw no general 
riot in Queen-square after the arrival of the troops, till the 
orders for clearing the square were given ; I was not there 
till seven o'clock ; there was no general riot, but an im- 
mense crowd from the time I went on duty ttiere, till I 
left at 10 o'clock. 

Sergt' Major Jbhn Allen: 14th Dragoons. I was on 
duty with the troop of the 14th Dragoons, the night of the 
29th Oct. Was ordered by Capt. Gage between 11 and 
13 o'clock, to patrol the streets in the vicinity of Wine- 
street; that part of the troop, of which 1 had occasionally 
the command when so patroling, were very much pelted 
by a part of the mob, who. had dispersed from the 
Council-house. 

Thomas Garrard, Ea^.-— Am Chamberlain of Bristol, 
I was at the Council-houdQ between eleven' and twelve 
o'clock, on Saturday evening, 29th oC October; a body of 
rioters made an attack upon the Council-house, at that 
period ; they were shortly afterwards dispersed froo^ the 
Council-house by the Dragoons ; they had previously de- 
stroyed the glass of the windows and the window-frames ; 
it is my opinion froiathe nature of their attack, it certainly 
was tlieir intention to break into the Council-house, if 
they had not been prevented by the military, and a civil 
force, then of about thirty-five men, which 1 did not con- 
sider sufficient protection ; I can speak of my own know- 
ledge that the rioters after being dispersed from the Coun- 
cil-house retreated into the narrow passages and alleys in 
the neighbourhood, whence they pelted tne Dragoons, as 
the latter moved up and down the streets. I now produce 
you a piece; of the cast iron which was employed by the 
rioters on thtt night with which the windows were broken 
and the troops assailed, [the witness here produced a piece 
of iron apparently .weighing about three or four pounds;]. 
1 accompanied the troops, and in Wine-street a serious 
attack was made by the mob, when one of the 14th said, . 
'' Is not this. Sir, too bad for men to be attacked in this 
way ;" he then gave me the iron no?r produced ; the men 
at the Council-house were armed witii staves. 

Mr. William Harmar. — t am sr BoUcitor ; I was present 
near the Mansion-house, during;;Mie riots on the 29th of 
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October ; saw Colonel Brereton several times in the course 
of that evening among the rioters ; saw him pull off his 
military hat, and wave it, as it' cheering with the mob ; 
saw him shake hands with several of the mob, who were 
shouting and making a terrible noise ; a man in the mob 
asked him if he was for reform ; he answered, as well as 
1 can recollect, *' I am, as well as you are, my boys." 

By the Court. — I cannot distinctly recollect whether 
Colonel Brereton wore a red or blue coat ; I now recog- 
nize Colonel B. to be the person I saw at the time ; he 
oppeared to me to be in command of the troops. 

William Ilumphrt/s Dai/as. — Am a mayor's officer, and 
was near the Mansion-house during the riot, on the 29th 
October last; know Colonel Brereton's person; saw him 
among the rioters, I believe between eight and ten o'clock 
tihat evening ; on that evening considerable damage had 
been done to the Mansion-house ; the mayor ordered my- 
self with another officer to show Colonel Brereton where 
to place the soldiers; the Colonel mounted his horse and 
went a few paces from the door, and commenced talking 
with the mob; he advised them to disperse, and go peace- 
ably and quietly home, for about ten minutes, diirijig 
which time the mob frequently cheered and called out, 
** The King and Reform !" when they were cheering once, 
the Colonel took ofl^ his hat, and waved it over his head, 
as if joining in the cheer; I asked Colonel Brereton two or 
three times to place the men as I directed him, but he 
turned his horse, and paid no attention to me. 

The President said it was not likely a commanding- 
officer would obey his directions. 

Sergeant Edward Deane, Srd Dragoon Guards. — I was 
on duty with Capt. Waddington's troop in Queen-square, 
during the riots on Oct. 29 ; observed the rioters take hold 
of Col. Brereton's hand and shake it several times ; saw 
him wave his cap when the rioters cheered; ^heard him 
address the mob several times, and request them \o go to 
their respective homes, if not, he should have to use vio- 
lence ; heard the mob sing out, " The King and lieform !" 
the troop was ordered to load before they marched from 
their alarm-post ; Colonel B. was then present. 

Cross-examined by Colonel Brereton. — No act of vio- 
lence had taken place in Queen-square in my presence 
more than the noise and cheering when Colonel Brereton 
shook hands with the mob. 
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By the Court — He wore a blue cap with a silver band, 
and I never saw bim with any other but once, and that 
was when the troops first came in ; he then wore a cocked 
hat; it was very dark at the time I have spoken of. I al- 
ways supposed that it was against his will that Colonel B. 
shook hands with the mob. 

General Dalbiac then said: Mr. President, and the 
members of this honourable Court, I have now to announce 
to the Court, that unless some very particular circumstances 
should arise, which I do Aot at present at all anticipate, to 
render it necessary to elucidate some particular point, the 
evidence is now closed against the prisoner, with regard 
to the first charge, upon the part of the prosecution. 

The President then called upon Sir Charles Dalbiac, 
to proceed with the other charges. 

General Dalbiac announced his intention, with the 
approval of the Court, to connect the three next chargen, 
reading the particular charge in relation to v^hich each 
witness's testimony would be required. 

C Finney^ Esq.^ Mayor, examimfdv-— I was present at 
the Mansion-house all Saturday ni^t, until, I think, 
about ei^ht o*clock on Sunday morning. The tumult was 
renew ea there, as near as I can recollect, between seven 
and eight o'clock, when the mob attacked the Mansion- 
house with stones and iron bars, endeavouring to destroy 
the wooden protections which had been nailed over the 
doors and windows during the Saturday night; they were 
in the act of wrenching the boards away irom the side 
door, with an iron bar, when I asked Major Mackworth 
whether be thought I ought to retire? he said, as a military 
man, I should retire, or words to that effect. I had previ- 
ously sent the Under-sheriff to collect what constables he 
could; and Major Mackworth and ourselves escaped over 
the roofs of the neighbouring houses. The troops had 
been entirely withdrawn from Queen-square, when the 
rioters made this determined attack upon the Mansion- 
house. When I escaped, I met Mr. Alderman Hilhouse, 
and we went to Colonel Brereton personally, and called 
out the troops. I was at the Guilohall near about noon, 
on Sunday, the 30th of October. I was present when CoL 
Brereton came to submit to the civil authorities, at the 
Guildhall, Uie expediency of removing the 14th Dragoons 
from the city. As near 9s I recollect myself, the Town 
Clerk and several Magistriites were together when Colonel 
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Brereton came to ask permission to send the 14th out of 
of Bristol. The Town-clerk immediately remonstrated 
strongly a.>:ainst such a measure ; he said, '* the Magistrates 
will not only not grant permission, but will not even divide 
the responsibility with you." I believe at that time Mr. Aid. 
Fripp also, expressed a strong opinion against the 14th 
going. Colonel Brereton urged the necessity of their 
going; I think he stated that they had fired on tne people, 
who were irritated against them. He said at the same time, 
t at the men and horses were tired and weary, or words to 
that effect. I think the Colonel expressed, at that time, that 
he only wished them to retire about two miles from the 
city, l^he Town-clerk told him that the Magistrates could 
not grant permission; but that it' they could not assist, 
they would not embarrass him. Several places were then 
named, by different Magistrates and the Town-clerk, as a 
place for the troops to go to ; at the same time, the Town- 
clerk cautioned the Colonel not to think that the magis- 
trates acquiesced in the removal, because of the mention 
of those places, or words to that effect. I recollect that 
Alderman Fripp subsequently mentioned something about 
his being Commander-in-chief, and that he must use his 
discretion; but tile magistrates could not authorize his 
withdrawing the troops, or words to that effect. Keyn- 
sham was never named as one of the places to which it 
might be desirable to remove the 14th Dragoons, when 
Colonel Brereton urged the expediency of their being 
marched out of Bristol. I was present at a subsequent 
period, in the afternoon of that day, when Col. Brereton 
again attended at the Guildhall; was present when a con- 
sultation took place between the Colonel and the civil 
authorities, relative to the expediency of recalling the 14th 
Dragoons ; the Town-clerk told the Colonel that the 14th 
must be brought back. The Colonel said, " they cannot 
be," or something to that effect The Town-clerk, in a 
Vei*y peremptory tone, demanded that he shuuld order 
back the 14th; the Colonel positively refused him, stating 
that it would be only bringing the men to certain destruc- 
tion; and he Siid, '^ I will take the responsibility upon 
myself of refusing to recall them." The Town-plerk said, 
if no one else would report him to the Horse Guards, he 
would. I am almost certain that at the same time the 
Colonel mentioned that the horses and men were tired, 
the Town-clerk made use of some observation, and enquired 
if the horses could not be rested by degrees, some resting 
while others were employed; and he also enquired whether 
the men could not act on foot, and whether the troops 
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could not act upon fresh horses: none of these requests 
were acceded to. 

By the Court. — I did not conceive, as Chief Magistrate 
of the city, that the troops were under my command, but 
I considered that they were sent by Government to assist 
the Civil power, and that, through the Colonel, they were 
to obey the wishes of the magistrates. In my opinion, no 
magistrate was competent to say how troops were to act, 
but that the wishes of the civil authority were to be given 
to the commanding officer, in order to obtain their action. 
I considered when the Town-clerk was issuing the com- 
mand and order, that he was expressing the opinions and 
sentiments of the magistrates. Colonel Brereton did not 
apply, to my knowle<%e, to any of the civil authorities du- 
ring the riots, to accompany him with the troops, to put 
down the mob. 

. Mr, Sergeant Ludlow examined. — I was at the Guildhall on Sun* 
day, about eleven o'clock or soon after. I was present when CoL 
l^rereton came to submit to the civil authorities the expediency of 
removing the 14th Dragoons. When Colonel Brereton caine in> 
myself, the mayor, and several ma^atrates were present ; he said 
to this effect, he wished to have the sanction or authority of the 
magistrates for the removal of the 14th from the city. I expressed 
some surprise, and he said they had unfortunately nred at the peo- 
ple, and the mob were so exasperated against them, that tlieir 
lives would be endangered hy remaining ; either upon that, occa- 
sion or a latter occasion, upon the same subject, in the same day, 
I asked Colonel B. if that were a sufGicient reason for a military 
ofi&cer to send away a troop out of a city, to which the Govern- 
ment had sent them down for the protection of the inhabitants. He 
said he did not know that soldiers lives were to be sacrificed unne- 
cessarily, more than those of other persons. I said, f^ I do not 
knov^ that they are, but still it is a dreadful thing for the city to be 
left without protection.'^ He said the men and horses were so fa- 
tigued by the duty upon which they had been engaged, that they 
were altogether unfit for service. I expressed my surprise at this, 
that so many horses should be unfit for action *, he said, <^ Well, it 
is so,*' and he wished them to be taken to some quiet quarters, 
where they could have time to refresh and become fit for action. I 
expressed myself to this effect, — ^the magistrates would not take 
the responsibility upon them, nor even divide it with him; i? 
it was done at all, it must be done upon his single responsibility. 
Either at this time, or in the course of the discussion, an officer 
of the 3rd Dragoon Guards came in, and stated that the horses 
certainly required rest, supporting Colonel Brereton's opinion upon 
the subject; that, however, made no difference in the opinion 
which I advised the magistrates to form, not to consent to the re- 
moval of the troops. I believe Col. B. said, ** I must send them 
away, and I wish you would advise me proper quarters to send them 
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to." One or two places were mentioned ; the magistrates were 
unwilling at first to name any places. A t length I said, ''Colonel, the 
magistrates will not embarrass you, if they cannot assist you ; they 
do not sanction the removal, but, if they are sent, let it be to some 
place near, where they can be fetched as shortly as possible." Bris- 
Hngton was recommended, as being near the city ; Keynsham was 
not named to my recollection certainly, but it might have been. I 
believe, as town-clerk of. the city of Bristpl, I am considered to be 
^he organ of communication of the municipal authonties upon all 
or most official matters brought under their consideration whilst I 
am present. Colonel Brereton did not, upon any occasion, when I 
gave him directions in the name of the magistrates, question my 
authority ; I was present at the Guildhall at a subsequent period of 
the afternoon of October 30, when he again attended ; I was en- 
gaged in a discussion which then took place between him, myself^ 
and the civil authorities ; many of the citizens were present, and 
I went out from time to time to speak to them. Accounts had been 
brought that the Bridewell or gaol was attacked by the mob. The 
citizens asked me why the soldiers were not brought out ; I sa|d a 
littie in reply, when many of them said they would hazard their 
lives, if supported by the troops ; . but if not, they would not. I 
said the magistrates -understood there were but two troops in town ; 
the mayor was tiiere, as was also Colonel Brereton. Many of the 
gentiemen in the hall were addressing us, from time to time, with 
some warmth, as to the state of the city, and desired to hare the 
troops brought up, repeating their observations that they would not 
act without them. I mentioned the subject again to Col. Brerstoa 
publicly, before the persons in the hall» and told him what a terri- 
ble state the city was in, and asked him if the troops could not act 
dismounted. He said, '' No;" I recollect saying to him, on the 
part of the magistrates, and on the part of the citizens, "I de- 
mand of you to have the troops brought into action. I do not re- 
collect the manner in which he refused, but b^eve he said ** I will 
take the responsibility up<Hi myself;" but I recollect going up to 
him and saying ** If no person represents your conduct in the proper 
quarter, I will take care to do so myself ;" at this time, the- city 
had no protection, the citizens refused to act without the troops, 
and they were withdrawn. 

By the Court. — At the time of the removal of the 14th, the city 
was in a state of very g^eat confusion, from the power which the 
mob had acquired. 

Alderman J. ililhouse, — I found some troops in Queen-square 
on the 30th of October, at day break; I ordered troops in at nine 
o'clock, and came with them to the Mansion-house, which had 
beeu baricadbed during the night, and the barricades had been 
broken down ; the rioters had gained possession of the lower 
part of the Mansion-house, and destroyed what little furniture re- 
mained there from the preceding night ; they had broken into the 
wine cellar, destroyed the furniture, and carried ofFthe wine ; read 
the Riot Act three times ; cannot swear that I gave orders to fire, 
but each time after reading the Riot Act, I addressed the rioters; 



•Itiitnitad'tlMta t&4]iperM, aad told flam th» U <w | M I wwd d ftre» 
the laft time 1 addraawd thsin, Cofam^ B. eame up to w;' 1 
told him tlie riotiiiffiiraBt be patdoirji, tbe Square nmstbe olMnd; 
his answer wasy <<Tbs troops cannot.aiid aliaU not fire;** their 
carbuuM, he said, wefie tMsH -fike inihntey moal^ $ that tiiej had 
been ap all nigh^ and the horaea andnnaWiare much fhtignrady 
and were not equal to ^nontetiding with the joob^^ihat he was keep* 
ingp them in good humour to endeavour to get tibe troope rested^ 
or the city ought be given up in the e^r^idg.-to plimder and 
i4au^ter ; the Colond eomplained of theinfiiriatod feelingB of the 
tnob towards the Hth^ in eonaequende of a man UMng been bIk t 
in the course of the nig^t ; ehorthr after he aesit the 14th away to 
their quarters ; I was not at the Guildhatt at noottf oof the Wth; 
I did not leave the Mansion-house tin between two and three 
o'clock ; Colond Brereton attended at the Cloildhall while I waa 
there, when I heard the discussion whieh took pliMe between some 
of the civic authorities and Colooel Brereton, as to the dxpediencnf of 
recalling tilie 14thDragoons ; thetown desk directed Cdonel B. im- 
mediately to bring baik tbe I4lh ; he said he would not iqion his 
own responsilNlity j he refused to bring them back, feding assuiisd 
thatif thefv were brought back there would not be a man of them 
alive on the next morning; the Town Clefk repeated the ordfer, 
and upon his again reftmng, said, ** If no one dse reports you to 
government, I wiU ;" several public bmldingB were bi^Dkeii into at 
the time ; the Mansion-house, theBridewdl, (which was on fire j 
and the New Gaol f tumult was then at its greatest' height. 

Croes-exannned by CokmA BansTOir. —I never heird Cc^ond 
Br^^ton request orders to fire; I never i^efiised to gtveiftidlian 
order ; I did not know that the Bedminater Troop of YeomaAry 
Cavalry were in the town on the SiuidaT. 

' Sergeant Edward insane.— A tro^ of the 3td Dragoon' Guarda 
were ordered*into Queen-square between mne- and ten o'clock ; 
when they arrived in Qqeen-aquave I did not hear the rioters cheer 
the troops. 

Adjourned till to*morrow. 

aMB 

THURSDAY, JAN. 12. 

. The Court sat at ten o'olodc. 

The Pabsidbnt took that cmportunity of noticing, tiiat there 
had been a misrepresentation or what had occurred in that Court, 
in one of the London papers: he hoped, if the gentleman was pre- 
sent who repcnrted it, and-aent it forth to the world, that he would 
take an opportunity of oorreoting iU and that he (General Fane) 
should not ufain see in-pnnt what had not passed in that Court. 

SergeatU Edward JDasas (examination resumed.) --I did not heai^ 
Colonei Brereton say any thing when the rioters cheered,, but 1 
saw him wave hb hat several times: some of the 3d Dragooas 
followed the example which was set them by Colonel B. Upon 
that occasion (Snimy) I saw several of the rioters take hold of 
and shake the Colooel s hand, as it hung down by his side. 
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Cros»-ezainiii^ by Colonel BsBRBTOirl^I did not Me aifjr 
rioting in Qneen-squore on Sunday, after the «rriyal of the SA 
Dragoons, until that of the 14th, excepting' hooting and shouting. 

By the Court, — About a quarter of an hour elapsed betweeen 
the arrival of the 9rd and 14th Dragoons. The 3rd Dragoons had 
not their swords drawn upon that occasion ; they folk>wed the 
example of the Colonel, by taking off their helmets and waving 
them. 

Corn** KeUon, 3rd Dragoon Guards. — The troops of the 3rd 
and 14th Dragoons were in Queen-square at three o'clock of 
the morning of the 30th October, under the command of Colonel 
Brereton. The body of rioters there assembled was very conn- 
derable ; the troop oi the 3rd arrived before that of the 14th Dra- 
goons. The mob did not cheer upon the arrival of the 3rd 
Dragoons, but about half an hour afterwards, and before the arrival 
<^ the 14th. I did not conceive that Colonel Brereton at all ac- 
knowledged that cheering. I did not perceive that he took off his 
cap upon that occasion, and wave it. 

General Dalbiac, in reply to an observation by the President, 
said he thought the contrast of the conduct of the rioters, with re-* 
gard to the 3rd and 14th Dragoons, would bear very strongly upon 
th^L question with regard to the latter being sent away. 

Examination resumed. — When the troop of the 14th Dragoons 
arrived in Queen-square, it was received with hissing and hooting. 
I did not observe the rioters pelt them with glass-bottles ; I heard 
them say, ** Take away the b y blues.'* 

Cross-examined by Colonel Brereton. I saw no person present 
in the Square whom I knew to be a magistrate. 

By the Court,^'! was not with the troop of the 3rd Dragoons the 
whole of the time they were in the Square on Sunday moniiig. 1 
did not hear the soldiers of the 3rd cheer ; but I saw tiiem take off 
their helmets, and wave them. 

Sergeant'Major Jlfortifi, 3rd Dragoon Guards. — 1 was on duty 
with a troop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, in Queen-square, on the 
morning of the 30th Oct. last: the mob did not cheer immediately 
on the arrival of the troop, but wy shortly after : I did not see 
Colonel Brereton acknowledge their cheers, until after the with- 
drawal of the 14th ; he rose his cap from his head, and I saw 
several of the mob take him by the hand ; when he rose his cap 
from his head he waved it to the rioters : I did not see any of the 
3rd Dragoons do the same. The mob cried out repeatedly, " The 

red-jackets for ever— down with the b y blues." I considered 

that Colonel Brereton attached himself more particularly to the 
3rd Dragoons than he did to the 14th, and took that troop more 
under his personal command, during tl^ 29th and 30th of October 
last. 

ffm. farmer.— I was in College-green about eleven o'clock on 
the morning of the 30th Oct. : I saw a crowd about the Green at 
that time ; saw Colond Brereton enter the Green on horseback, 
followed by several boys and men : the mob were using very gross 
expressions towards '* the blues,'' as they called them:- they cried> 
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'* I>own with tbe b— ^ blnefl— milrder the l>*— ^li :'* I hesrd 
several sneh expiessions made use of, all in disapprobation <^ Uk; 
conduct of the blue. Colonel Brereton said, as well as I oould 
hear, (I was ten or fifteen yards from him at tbe time,) '' I am 
goin^ to send them out of town." I shortly afterwarcb saw him 
in Queen-square ; the mob were then e:tultmg^ in some way, rc^- 
latiye to the 14th Dragoons, and he said, ** 1 haye sent them oot 
of town:'' the mob then cheered him: I do not recdlect that he 
in any way acknowledged the cheering of the mob. 

Captain Gage, -^ A troop of the 14th Dragoons was <ndered into 
Queen-square, under my command^ on Sunday morning, the 30tfa 
October, at about ten o'clock ; when we arriyed there, the bod^ 
of rioters was yery considerabe; we were received with gproaos and 
hisses, and cries of ** Pull them off their horses,*' We were threat- 
ened and abused as tong as we remained in the Square, but not 
pvlted ; but we were pelted immediate^f after we moved from it ; 
sometime after we had been there, Colonel Brereton ordered me to 
return immediately with my troop to their quarters, as it was 
evident we were the sole cause of the disturbance that was then 
taking place. Immediately on our leaving tlie Square, the mob 
closed in upon our rear, and commenced pelting us with stones 
and pieces of iron; twice I faced tbe men about and charged the 
mob ; they retreated imo thejiouses and pelted us; we formed up, 
and ag^in commenced our retreat, and were again followed ancl 
pelted as before ; w6 then charged a third time ; at that hour in the 
morning all the houses being open, made ft very easy for them to 
retire to places in which we oould not touch them ; in consequence 
of that, I placed three men on the rear about, and told them to 
draw their pistols and present them, but not to fire. I remained in 
the rear of the troop myself, and 1 observed that at first it had the 
effect of dispersing the mob ; but on arriving at St. Augustine's 
Church, they closed in upon the three men I had placed about, and I 
ordered them to fire in self-defence ; they did fire, and we continued 
our retreat in that way, covered with the skirmishers we had 
thrown out, to the livery-stables atfisher's, our quarters. On Sun- 
day the dOth October, J left Brislot, with a squadron of the 14th 
Dragoons, by order of Colonel Breret6tll|-' I imagine it wais 
between one and two o'clock in the day^ f deceived the order vei^ 
bally, in the yard of Fisher's livery- stablee ; the words weie 
** Captain Gage, you will march your squadron immediately oet of 
Bristol ; if you do not, the whole sqnsKlron will be murdtered;" 
at that moment, my own horse, and about seven privates' were at 
Leigh's livery •stables, about fifty yards from Fisher's j some delay 
ensued in consequence of my having to send for them, and Colonel 
Brereton came up to me a second time, and said, <^ For God's sake 
Captain Gage, will you get out of the town j'* I SEsked him where 
we were to go ; the answer was, "any where yon please, only go 
away ;'' some man in the crowd, J believe in the yard, proposed 
that the squadron should be sent to Keynsham ; Colonel Brereton 
said Keynsham would do — '* Now Captain Gage, march your squad- 
ron off at a trot ;" I moved off at a trot, and we were again very 



'rnaeh pelted by tHe mob ; » man and horse fell ; the mob imme- 
diately attempted to rudh upon him on the gronn^ ; we faced about 
a party in the rear to protect this man, and I think I heard two or 
three shots fired for the protection of the man ; we rescued the 
man, and were no more molested, but continued our march to 
Keynsham. Colonel Brereton did not make-any enquiries of me, 
or call for any report as to the state and efficiency of the men and 
horses. On Sunday, prior to their being tent out of Bristol, I 
conceived that the squadron was capable of performing any duty 
which cavalry could be called upon to perform. I conceive the con- 
struction of Fiflher's liyery-stables to be such, that six men, three 
at each gateway, would hold it against any force. 

- Cross-examined by Colonel Brereton. — I do not recollect Col. 
Brereton ordering me to Brislington, and if I could not be accom- 
modated there, to push on to Keynsham; but several people 
belonging to the yard, named different places. Colonel Brereton 
ordered me, when I left, to keep my troop in readiness to be re 
called, but I do not recollect his saying anything about as soon as 
there should be a reinforcement of troops. General Pearson was 
present when we left the yard, and accompanied the squadron 
through the HotweUs, until he arrived at a road which led to his 
own house at Clifbon, when he left us, saying he should go home ; 
he wished us success, or luck, or something to that effect, and said 
it was likely he would come out to see us that evening, or in the 
next morning, at Keynsham. After J left Queen-square on Sunday, 
JQst before I arrived at the quarters, a soldier overtook me, and 
asked me what the firing was about ; I do not recollect his saying 
he came from Colonel Brereton ; I told him that I had been at- 
tacked in the streets, and had fired in self-defence. 1 have said 
that T do not recollect he told me he came from Colonel Brereton, 
but the impression on my mind is that he did. 

Re-examined. — I am not aware that the route by which I left 
Bristol for Keynsham was circuitous, but it was pointed out to me 
by^ the Colonel, as a more private road than going through the 
town. 

Wm* Gregory, Esq. — I am an attorney; I was in Queen-square 
in the forenoon of the.^th of October ; there was a considerable 
mob there assembled ; Colonel Brereton was not present when I 
first went into the Square, but he came soon after. After the troop 
of the 14th arrived, the mob became very clamorous } upon which 
I saw Colonel Brereton go inside the gravel walk of the square, and 
the mob began to cheer him, and take hold of his hand. He then 
addressed them, and from what I could understand, he told them, 
if the 14th were obnoxious, he would send them away. Before 
Cdlond Brereton went to the mob, as I before stated, J saw one 
,of the rioters, who was standing near a tree opposite where I was, 
throw part of a glass bottle at the last man but three of the line of 
the 14th, upon which the soldier unmediately drew out his pistol, 
but did not fire. I was present in the Guildhall, on the afternoon 
x^ that day, when there was a discussion between some of the 
civil authorities and Colonel Brereton, as to the expediency of im- 
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mediately recalling the 14th into the city ; I heard the towft-derk 
say to him, " Colonel Brereton, you must send for the 14th ;" the 
Colonel's reply I did not distinctly hear ; the Town-clerk imme- 
diately said, *' Colonel Brereton, I demand that you immediately 
send for the 14th ;" the Colonel replied, ** I will not, Sir." 

By the Court. — Lieut.-colonel Brereton certainly did not, in mf 
hearing*, express any doubt as to the authority of the town-clerK 
to give him the directions of the mayor and magistrates, as to 
sending for the 14th. 

Corporal fVfn, Smithy 3d Dragoons, — I was with the troop of 
the 3d^ Dragoon Guards on duty in Queen-square, on Sunday 
morning, 30th of October; I observed Colonel Brereton that 
morning go up to and address the rioters ; Colonel Brereton rode 
into the Square, took ofif his cap, and addressed the mob, saying, 
** For God's sake, my good fellowst go home ;" the answer made 
was, " We'll go away with the 14th." ** If I send away the 14th/^ 
said he, ** will you disperse ;" the mob returned, '* Yes> we 
will." They kept hurrahing, and cried, ** Hurrah ! for the King 
and Reform.'' Colonel Brereton returned to the 14th, and shortly 
afterwards they went, threes left, and marched off. 

John Fisher, livery-stable keeper — The greater part of a squadron 
of 14th Dragoons was stationed in my repositoiy, on Sunday the 
30th October last. I heard Colonel Brereton, about noon on that 
day, give orders for the march of the 14th Dragoons from Bristol ; 
Colonel Brereton came into the yard ; Captain Musgrove was 
present, standing to the right of the squadron ; Colonel Brereton 
said, *'The 14th must leave the town." Captain Musgrove asked 
him what for 1 He said it was through killing that poor unfortu- 
nate man at the top of the Pithay. Col. Brereton said, ''The 14th 
must leave the town," and Captain Musgrove asked " By whose 
orders V He said by those of the Mayor and Magistrates. In 
the mean time Captain Gage came in, and Captain Musgrove 
said to him, '^The 14th must leave the town." I asked them to 
walk up into the counting-house, where I accompanied them^ 
and there Colonel Brereton told Captain Gage that the 14th must 
leave the town ; Captain Gage enquired, " What are we to leave 
the town for ?" Colonel Brereton answered, as he had done to 
Captain Musgrove. Captain Gage then asked who was to give 
him orders for the 14th to leave the town ? He replied, <'I wuU'^ 
He then asked where they were to go 1 The Colonel said, they 
were to go to Brislington, and leave the city by way of Glo'ster- 
house ; and if they could not get an inn at Brislington, they were 
to go on to Keynsham. I gave Colonel Brereton a piece of paper 
to write an order for Captain Gage. He wrote something, but I 
do not know what, and then ordered me to get on a horse and 
show them the way, but, having no horse, I did not do so. By 
the direct road Keynsham is five miles distant from Bristol, and 
going by the Hotwells it is about a mile farther. My stables are 
ranged right and left of the ride, which is about forty-eight yards 
long : from fifty to sixty horses of the 14th were stationed at my 
stables on the Sunday, at from ^ght to nine o'clock in the morn* 
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in^. I have ^Mrty-thvee stalls in the yard } there are &ldm^ doors 
at each end of the ride, which closes on the inside, and are secure 
unless forced from without. 

Cross -examiDed by Colonel Brereton. — I bad sent my horses out 
of Bristol at tbe time Colonel Brereton ordered the 14th to leave 
the town, because Alderman Daniel and the under-sheriff, called 
on me, on the Saturday, and requested me to make what accom- 
modation I could, for horses that were coming to town. 

Capt, Christopher Musgrove, of the 14th Dragoons.-— I was pre- 
sent at Fisher's stables on Sunday, the 30th of October, when 
Colonel Brereton ordered the Squadron of the 1 4th to leave the city ; 
Colonel Brereton, about eleven o'clock that morning came to the 
stables and enquired to see Captain Gage, saying that his squadron 
must immediately leave Bristol ; Captain Gage came in, having left 
pat t of his troop in Leigh's stables. I heard Colonel Brereton say 
to Captain Gage, that he must leave Bristol, and as quickly as pos- 
sible* and not lose a moment. Captain Gage was only waiting 
for his horse, and as soon as he got his horse, they marched. Colo- 
nel Brereton previously stated to me that the troop most march 
directly, aud that the safety of the city depended upon their going. 
The squadron was followed from Fisher's stables by the mob, and 
were hissed and abus«d by them ; when this happened I did not see 
Colonel Brereton. There was hardly sufficient space in the ride 
for uxty Dragoons to form upon when mounted. 

Mr. John Johnson, blacksmith. — I was present in Queen-sqnare 
on Sunday morning, the 30th of October, and I was placed in such 
a situation as to have a good view of what was going on ; I was 
standing on the top of the leads of the Custom-house ; there was 
a large and tumultuous assemblage of people ; there were some of 
the troops there; the 3rd Dragoons were nearly opposite the 
Mansion-house, and the 14th were nearly opposite the Custom- 
house ; 1 saw Colonel Brereton pass and repass several times ; I 
saw some thousands of persons there, and the rioters nearest to 
me I saw insult the 14th repeatedly with stones aud sticks ; i 
thought at one time one of the rioters would have struck one of 
the 14th off his horse ; the 14th were hissed and hoo:ed in every 
airection, until they were taken out of the Square ; I saw Colonel 
B. pass and repass several times, followed about by the mob, 
taking hold of his hand ; I saw him several times pull off his hat, 
and make his obeisance to the lowest of the low ; I saw no more 
of Colonel Brereton. 

Captain John Cook, — I was pres^itin the Guildhall, about three 
o'clock, on the afternoon of Sunday, the 30th of October ; Col. 
Brereton arrived a few minutes aSter; Mr. Ludlow had been 
speaking to the citizens assembled there, but he immediately ad- 
dressed himself to Col. Brereton, and asked him if he was aware 
of the state in which the city then was, that the prisoner* had 
been released from the Bridewell, which was then burning, and 
the riotars, he believed, were then proceeding to the city 'gaol ; 
and he asked if they were not to have the assistance of the tro'ops i 
Asiar as I can recollect, Colonel B. said^ they were jaded .or la- 
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them their lives would be in danger; Mr. Ludlow said> ** Is that 
a soldier's reason for keeping them away ? I demand the retum 
of the 14th from Keynsham, and I shall certainly consider it my 
duty to report this in the proper quarter, if it it not done by any 
one else." There was a general exclamation in the Hall, that 
they were lost without the support of soldiers. 

Sir C. Dalbiac then rose and said: —Mr. President, and the 
Members of this honourable Court, '* I should indeed consider that 
I paid a yery poor compliment to the evidence) that has been pro- 
duced in the course of yesterday and this day, and most . especially 
to that produced by the last witness. Captain Cook, whom I wish 
you to understand I have never had the honour to see before) 
were I to introduce another witness to sabstantiate such evidence, 
iEmd I have therefore to inform tfaia Court, that the evidence id 
concluded upon the second, third, and fourth chargieay as &r at 
the prosecution is concerned." 

The President having* called upon Sir Chaiies to prodaoe the 
fifth charge, 

Sir Charles Dalbiac said, *^ Mr. President, I consider the 
first part of the fifth charge to have been amply supported by the 
evidence that has been produced in the course of yesterday and 
to-day, upon the second, third, and fourth charges." He then 
read the fifth charge. - 

Comet Kelson : 3rd Dragoon Guards. — I was ordered with a da» 
tachraent of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, to proceed to the New Gaoli 
on Sunday the 30tb October; the detachment marched through 
Collegeogreen, at about half-past 9 o'clock. In marching through 
Coilege-green, 1 saw Col. Breretoui and was ordered by him to go to 
the gaol. I asked him what I was to do when I got there ; He re« 
plied that he .could give me no orders to act^ for he could find no 
magistrate to give him any orders : I was on no account to use any 
violence, but to go there, and return. When I marched throngtt 
College-green, tny p(^fty consisted of eleven men, and when I 
arrived at the gaol, of twenty. On my arrival at the gaol 1 saw an 
immense mob collected together; I marched the men up to the gaol 
door; I saw a great number of people inside the gaol % they wert 
breaking some things to pieces ; I put my men threes about^ 
and took them home again to College* green. On my return to Col^ 
lege- green, I reported my- arrival to Colonel Breretoa in peraeii* 
He asked me what I had done at the Gaol ? I said I had done 
what he told me : nothing. He told me that he had heard that I 
had shot four men there. I replied I had done nothing of the sort. 
He told me I had acted perfectly right. I reported my return to 
Colonel Brereton, about four o'clock, or a quarter past. 

Cross-examined by Colonel Brereton. — I recollect telling Colonel 
Brereton, on my return , that I saw an immense mob at the gaol, 
destroying it, and that I had done nothiag to check them ; I do not 
recollect saying any thing about a magistrate. 

Lieut, George Francis, Adjutant for the Bristol Dristrict, was 
sworn, and the Court adjourned. 
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FRIDAY, JAN. 13. 

The Court assembled shortlj after ten o'clock; it was more 
than usnally crowded ; a ^reat nomber of ladies beings present. 

The President said: " Gentlemen, you probably have all heard 
the most distressing- report which is afloat respecting' the prisoner; 
and, from his not being* present, I am afraid it is correct. I have 
sent the District Surgeon, and the Aide-de-camp oi the Gen«^ 
commanding this district, and, if you please, we most wait to as- 
catain the particulars." 

After a short delay. Major Mackworth arrived, and stated, 
upon oath, that, in con^rmity with the directions of the Preadent, 
he had been to see the body of Colonel Brereton, and that he fiMuid 
hini dead. 

Sir C. Dalbiac then rose and said, (in a manner evidently be- 
traying great emotion,) — *' Mr. President, and the Members of 
this Honourable Court, 1 rise, with the permission of the Court, to 
say a few words npon the occasion of the tragical event which haa 
just be&k communicated to us. If this circumstance should pain 
the Members of the Court, how much more so must it pain the 
individual whose duty it has been to conduct the prosecution 
against the prisoner? I never remember feeling, in the whcde 
coarse of my life, more sincere regret than has been occaaioped me 
bjtliis melancholy event; but at the same time I have a^ conso- 
lation, and that 1 think a great one, — I declared unto tlK poort, 
in my opening address, that 1 entered this Court wit^ot the 
slightest animosity towards the prisoner, and I repeat that 
I would before my God. I never knew him, until I saw him in 
this HaU, upon the 17th of November last, when I was appointed 
as President of the Court of Inquiiy. I can obHj say, in additicm, 
that I was sent here at the suit, and I may say, at the ccNnmand 
of my King. I am in his service, and in it have I acted. I had 
the honour of the army at heart; and had my boaofn friend beoi 
the individual accused, I should have proceeded against him in the 
same manner as against the unfortunate- prisoner.'' 

The President said, that he spoke the fediiu^ of the Court, 
when he bore testimony to the correct manner in which Sir Chailes 
Dalbiac had conducted the proceedings. They could not hare 
been carried on in a less acrimonious manner. He should imme- 
diatelj communicate with Lord Hill, and until they had tte/h. 
offdos, the Court must stand adjourned. 
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The Jury assembled at about eleven o'clock, and proceeded to 
view the body, which was lying on the bed, in the same position as 
when the fatally rash act was perpetrated. The left arm was raised 
a little, and the hand pointed towards the breast : the right hand 
was lying down by the same side ; the mouth was distended and the 
eyes open and glared ; the muscles of the face were somewhat con- 
tracted ; there was a considerable quantity of blood which had flown 
from the wound upon the left breast ; the shirt/Cwhich together with 
his trousers and stockings, were the only clothes which ue Colonel 
had on at the time of committing the melancholy deed,) was burnt 
about the breadth of a hand by the fire of the pistol, which after- 
wards fell by the side of the hied. After reviewing the body, they 
again returned to the parlour and commenced the examination of 

Mary Ann PUchford, who deposed as follows : — I am housekeeper 
to Colonel Brereton, and have lived in his service sixteen years ; I 
saw him alive upon the morning of Friday, at two o'clock; he , 
arrived home on the'^ight precemng at about eleven o'clock; he 
generally retired to l>efl at ten o'clock, but upon the occasion in 
question, he continued, walking his sitting-room until two o'clock ; 
I went in to him twice 'from eleven tiU two o'clock ; I remained up 
until the latter hour, because he had been in the habit of visiting 
his children nightly ; I saw him writing and throwing the papers 
into the fire and burning thom ; I went to his bed-room at about 
two o'clock, and about a quarter of an hour afterwards I heard the 
report of a pistol ; 1 went to his bed-room as soon as my fright would 
permit me to do so, ,and I found my master without life, and as he is 
now ; 1 observed ttiat his ways have latterly been very different ; he 
would frequently call for things, when at the same time he had them 
before him; he was very much altered within the last few days, 
particularly on Monday ; his spirits since the riots have been re- 
markably bad ; he would ring for me, and when I went in to him 
he would kick the things about the room and say he did know what 
, he wanted ; he never missed visiting his children until the last 
night of his life. [The witness was here, as throushout the whok of 
her evidence, much affected. She was removed from the room and 
immediately fainted away.] f 

Janus Wason. — I am footman to Colonel Brereton ; I saw [him 
return apon Thursday night ; he look^ down and did not speak as 
usual; he has always been in the habit of saying to me^ ** James, 
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I went to bed ; about a quarter after three o'clock the house^ 
keeper came to me, and said that she had heard a pistol go off f 
the gardener would not go up, and I went ; I saw the smoke of the 
pistol in the room, and my master as he is now ; he was partly un- 
dressed and appeared quite dead ; I saw the pistol next morning 
lying on the floor by the chair ; his watch, comb, purse, &c., were 
on the mantle-piece \ they are usually put on the chair ; I have 
always been in the habit of putting his pistols upcmthe chair, and 
his gun in the room ; on Monday night he was cheerful, but on 
Tuesday he looked rather down 5 I do not remember any particu- 
lar change in his manners at the time. 

By the Jury, — He did not speiik to me as usual when he came 
home, but looked in trouble ', always spoke to me before ; the pis- 
tols were always kept loaded, in consequence of his fearing the 
house might be attacked by robbers ; when I saw the pistol first 
in the morning, it appeared to haye been recently discharged ; he 
is now in his usual bed-room ; my master had taken off his coat, 
stopk, waistcoat, and boots ; he was always in the habit of changing' 
his boots for slippers, when he came in ; I cannot say where he 
changed his clothes that night ; I sleep in the kitchen, and did not 
hear the report of the pistol myself; he used to load his pistols 
with ball and slugs ; I cannot say whether they were so loaded at 
the time; there are ^x servants in the house; cook, house ' 
keeper, gardener, myself, and two girls ; the gardener slept with 
. me in my bed : the deceased was always very particular in exam- 
ining the guns and pistols that they were charged at night. 
[Throughout the course of hi? evidence, the witness wept bitterly.] 

Dr. Loinswortk, — I am staff-physician ; I knew Col. Breretoii 
some years ago, but I have only been under his command thirteen 
months; I parted with him at a quarter b^re eleven o'clock, at 
Reeves's Hotel, on Thursda^f night last ; he got into his gig, and 
shook hands with me; I did not see him any more; I was with 
him &om five o'clock till eleven o'clock; I remaiked that his con- 
duct was very peculiar. When 1 1^ him, I remariced that I should 
not be surprised if something Qii|iieasabt should happen. Since the 
period of the riots he has been very much agitatea in his mind, 
and in a state of great excitement ; he wouM say many very in- 
consistent things ; his manners were so unlike what they usually 
were, that upon Thursday I left him with the impression that 
something very unpleasant would happen. I observed, that during* 
the last two months he has been excited in a very unusual degree, 
but upon Thursday night it was visible to any one. 

By (he Jury, — "When I found him so excited, I did not remain 
with him, because I knew of his very g^eat attachment to hi« 
children, and as they were in the house, I thought his love for 
them would operate as a check against his coinmitting any rash 
act. I never knew of Fiis receiving any wound or accident. His 
health was not good; he has frequently been under my care : in 
November last he suffered very much from an increase or the liver ; 
any excitement wilt aggravate the disease, and produce all the 
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symptoms— quick pulse, furred tongue, Sec. At the time of the 
riots he was suffering from visceral derangement, which made him 
very unfit for duty : during the last three months he has been in a 
state of feverish excitement ; he was of very temperate habits. 
On Thursday night I considered him in such a state, that the mere 
mention of taking care of him would have increased his excitement 
ten- fold ; I never saw it so great as upon that evening. I was not 
at the Court-martial, because, as an evidence, I was not allowed to 
he there. He was not attended medically by any person but my- 
self; he was never so ill as to apply for relief from duty: it is not 
usual to report the illness of an officer, unless he is on the sick list, 
and requires relief: his duty upon ordinary occasions was not 
fatiguing, but there was a great deal of correspondence and writing 
constancy gmng on : he had two daughters, one about three years 
old, and the other about six. I have frequently seen his children 
with him: he was dotingly fond of them ; he was a very fond father, 
and was of a kind, humane, benevolent, and generous disposition. 
I always considered that he entertained too high a sense of honour. 
I presutne that the ball went through his heart, and his death must 
have been instantaneous; he could not have struggled a moment, ^j^ 

The Jury said it was not necessary to examine more evidence,^*, 
and, after a short consultation, they returned a verdict of—" He 
died from a pistol shot, during a temporary derangement.'' 

CoLoxEL Brereton was ver^ respectably connected, and wasN 
about fifty- two years of age, thirty* tluree years of which had been 
spent in the anhy. Thou^ never present in any remarkable en- 
gagements, he had acquired the reputation of being a trust- worthy 
and meritorious officer. He served at the Cape of Good Hope, 
during the Government of Lord Charles Somerset. Appointed to 
the command of a regiment on the Cafifre firontier, (reported as 
being in a state of insubordination,) he was intrusted by the Go- 
vernor with the command of the whole frontier. The officers of 
his regiment (the 49th, we believe,) presented him, through Sir 
Henry Torrens, vrith a sword, valued at 200 guineas. . He was 
eight years inspecting field-officer of the Bristol district, where he 
succeeded Colonel Daniell, by exchange. In the disastrous oc- 
curences, which led to the investigation into his conduct, the 
character of the officer suffered from the benevolence of the man. 
Deficient in the great military principle of decision, averse to the 
shedding of blood, and obliged to seek instructions firom a magis- 
tracy, anxious to shift the burden of responsibility for severe mea- 
sures from their collective shoulders, he neither discerned with the 
re<^uisite precision, nor acted with the promptitude which the 
exigency of the occasion demanded. The censure of those who 
were most bitter in their condemnation of him, when living, ex- 
tends no further, now that he has made his fearful and rash appeal 
from a tribunal of his fellow- creatures to the judgment- seat of 
God. In his private relations his conduct was unimpeachable. He 
was distinguished by invariable kind-heartedness to all: and when 
his death was made known in the neighbourhood of his dwelling, a 
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crowd of women and children, many of whom wept for him as a 
benefactor, gathered to his threshold, to mourn their loss. His 
liberality was the more estimable, as, with respect to fortune, he 
possessed but a small private independence. 

COURT MARTIAL UPON COL. BRERETON, 
MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 1832. 



The Court assembled shortly after eleven o'clock. The roll of 
the Court having been read, 

The President said, " That in conformity with the intention T 
expressed to you upon Thursday last, I have communicated with 
the Commander-in-Chief upon the subject of the melancholy catas- 
trophe; in reply to that communication, I have received the letter 
which I hold in my hand, and which I will now read to you." The 
President then proceeded to read the letter; the purport of whicli 
was, that in consequence of Lieut.-colonel Brereton having de- 
stroyed himself, the President was directed to dissolve the Court. 

The President observed, tliat the Court would meet to-mor- 
row, for the purpose of confirming the minutes, and attaching the 
signatures of himself and the Judge- Advocate, and that then it 
would be his duty to dissolve the Court. The letter then went on 
to state, that the officers composing the present Court were after- 
wards to form another Court, of which General Fane is to be the 
President, for the purpose of trying Captain Warrington ; that His 
Majesty's warrant and the charges against the Caiptain would be 
forwarded by Monday's post; and that afterwards it would be the 
duty of the Court to allow Captain Warrington any time he may 
demand, and which the Court may deem reasonable, for completing 
his defence. The President said he should, immediately after re- 
ceivings the documents in question, communicate with Captain 
Warrington; and he thought that after post time on Tuesday he 
should either hear from that officer upon the sulject, or he would 
be in attendance. He was sorry for the public, who had been at 
the trouble of attending there ; but he must request the favour of 
the Court being cleared, in order that they may proceed with 
business. 

The Court was then cleared. 
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COURT MARTIAL 

UPON 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM HENRY WARRINGTON, 

Of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, 

TUESDAY, JAN. 17, 1832.— First Day. 



The Court assembled shortly after one o'clock, and was consti' 
tuted of the same officers as formed the Comt Mardal upon Lieut.- 
colonel Brereton. 

The JuDOE Advocate, Captain Thompson, read His MajOsty'» 
warrant ; and Captain Warrington having appeared and refused to 
object to any of the Court, they were sworn. 
The charges against the prisoner were then read, as follows : — 
1st. For that he, Captain WUliam Henry Warrington, being, on 
the night of Sunday, the 30th of October, 1831, in the personal 
command of the troop of the 3rd regiment of Dragoons, in the city 
of Bristol, at a time when that city was the scene of most ontrage- 
ous and alarming riots, insomuch that the said troop had been re- 
peatedly oalled out, by order of the Magistrates, to quell the 
rioters ; and at a time when several public and ot^er buildings in' the 
said city had been fired by the rioters, some whereof were already 
consumed, and others were still in flames; and at a time when, by 
reason of the circumstances afi)rQ8aid, it was peculiarly necessary 
that the said troop, being then the only military fi)rce in Bristol, 
should act in the most prompt and efficient manner, for the protec- 
tion of the city; and that he, the said Captain Warrington, as com- 
mander of the same, should use every extortion for that purpose, 
subject to the orders of Lieut.-colonel Brereton, who then held the 
chief military command in the city ; and when it therefore behoved 
the said Captain Warrington to forward instantly, and without de- 
lay, to the said Lieut.-colonel Brereton, every requisition that 
might be made, or intelligence that might be conveyed to him, the 
said Captain Warrington, or the quarters of the said troop, calling 
for the service of the said troop in the city, or shewing the sancie to 
be necessary. Nevertheless, he, the said Captain Warrington, being, 
between eleven and twelve o'clock on the said Sunday night, ap- 
plied to at the said quarters, where he was then in coinimaid, by 
Mr. Thomas Kington, a merchant in Bristol, and.xnformed by him 
(as the fact was) that the rioters were about to fire the Custom- 
house of Bristol, and that the presence and service of the troop 
were urgently and immediatelv required in Queen-square, where 
the Custom-house then stood, m order to save that building, or to 
that effect, did not only refuse to order out the said troop, or any 
part thereof, or to take any steps for the purposes so stated, but 
used no means of conveying the information so received by him, 
or the purport thereof, to the said Lieut.-colonel Brereton, or of 
obtnimng nom tiie said Lieut-colonel Brereton any orders appli^ 
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cable to the occasion; the said Captain Warrington thereby, as far 
as in him lay, leaving the said Custom-house at the mercy of the 
rioters, by whom, in fact, the same was shortly afterwards set on 
fire, and totally destroyed, 

2nd. For that afterwards, that is on Monday morning, the 31st 
of October, 1831, he, the said Capt. Warrington, being, as before, 
in the personal command of the said troop of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards, then the only military force in Bristol; and when the riots 
were raging in that city with increased and destructive violence, a 
letter (being about half- past three o'clock on the said morning) 
delivered to and left with the said Captain Warrington, at the quar- 
ters of the said troop, where he was then in command, which letter 
w^as from Charles Pinney, Esq., Mayor of Bristol, and was ad- 
dressed to Lieut. -colonel Brereton, or to the officer *^ commanding 
His Majesty's troops,'' and was to the following effect: — 

** Bristol, Monday Momine, three o'clock, October 31, 1831. 
*' Sir, — ^I direct you, as Commanding Officer of His Msuesty's troops, to take 
the most vigorous, effartive, and decisive measures in your power, to quell the 
existing riotst, and prevent further destruction of property. 

"Iara,tc. C. PINNEY." 

And he, the said Captain Warrington, haying then read the said 
letter, and it being thereupon his bounden duty either to act upon 
the said letter without delay, or, if his orders did not allow of his 
so doing, then, in that case, immediately to transmit the said letter, 
or to conmiuuicate the contents or purport thereof to the said . 
Lieut.-colonel Brereton; nevertheless, he, the said Captain War- 
rington, neither acted on the said letter, as afbr^aid, nor trans- 
mitted or communicated the same, or the contents or purport 
thereof, to the said Lieut. ^colonel Brereton; but, on the contrary, 
detuned such letter in his possession, without taking any step 
whatever in reference to or in consequence of the same, until some 
time afterwards, when he was applied to by a magistrate in person ; 
by reason of which conduct on the part of him, the said Captain 
Warrington, the said troop remained inactive in its quarters for 
upwards of an hour aflier his receiving the said letter ; during which 
interval of time, the rioters, being fefb without opposition or con- 
trol, sacked and fired several houses, and destroyed a great amount 
of other property. 

3rd. For that during the said 30th and 31st of October, 183L, 
while the said rioters were perpetrating acts of gross and increasing 
outrage in the city of Bristol, so that the said ciW, for many suc- 
cessive hours, appeared in imminent danger oi destruction, at 
periods when it was peculiarly important that the said troop of 
3d Dragoon Guards, being then the oidy military force in the said 
city, should be commanded and directed in ike most efficient 
manner lor the protection of the city,, under any emergency that 
might arise; and when, for that purpose, it was neoessaiy that the 
said Capt. Warrington, he being the ordy commissioned (^cer in 
Bristol with the said troop, excepting a young Comet of not more 
than sixteen months^ service in the army, shoiiM constantly re- 
main at or within immediate call of the quarters of the said troop; 
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while the troop contiimed there, in order to 8(aperinten<i and £rect 
aii^r movement reaiiired of it ; and that in case the troop, or any 
detachment thereof, being ordered out to meet and put down the 
rioters, he the said Captain Warring^n should himstuf accompany 
and command the same, and that he the said Captain Warring^n 
should at every movement be ready and on the alert for the per- 
formance of the said services : ueverthelessy he the said Captain 
Warrington greatly neglected or violated his duty in the said se- 
veral respects, and especially in the following instances : — Ist. In 
that the said Captain Warrington, at or abcwt four o'clock in the 
aflemoon of the said 30th of October, when a detachment of the 
said troop, consisting of two- thirds or thereabouts of the disposable 
part thereof, was ordered out to the City Gaol, which was then 
attacked and threatened with destruction by the rioters, permitted 
such detachment to march on that service under the sole command 
of the said Comet, he the said Captain Warrington meanwhile re- 
maining inactive hi quarters: — 2ndly. In that the said Captain 
Warrington did afterwards, in the course of the said SOth of Oct., 
the troop being then in its quarters, altogether absent himself from 
the said quarters, and from the neighbourhood thereof, and re- 
mained absent from the same for a rery considerable time, during 
which time, namely, at about eight o'clock in the evening, a de- 
tachment of the troop, consisting of nearly the whole of the dis- 
posable part thereof, being called out to protect the Palace of the 
Bishop of Bristol from a violent attack made thereon by the rioters, 
8uch detachment proceeded to the sai'd palace under the command 
of one troop officer only, being the young Comet before men- 
tioned :— 3rdly. In that the said Capt. Warringfton having returned 
to his said quarters during the absence of the detachment on the 
said service, he, in place of thereupon proceeding to join the same, 
or of waiting its return, did, before tho return of the detachment 
to quarters, which was about ten o'clock on the said evening, 
retire to his bed : — Lastly, In that he the said Captain Warrington, 
between four and five o'clock in the morning of the said 31st Oct., 
when a detachment of the troop, oonaisting of about two- thirds dt 
the disposable part thereof, was again called out to stop the pro- 
gress of the rioters, in destroying the buildings in Queen-square^ 
did again permit the said detadhment to proceed on such service 
under the sole command of the said young Comet, while he the 
said Capt. Warrington remained in quarters. 

Such conduct as aforesaid, on the part of the said Captain 
Warrington, evincing a want of the vigour and activity requisite 
in the situation in which he was placed, and being highly unbe- 
coming and disgraceful to his character as an officer, and calculated 
to bring dishonour on his Majesty's service. 

The charges having been read. 

The President said, — Capt. Warring^n, I now call upon you, 
by order of his Lordship, the Commander-in-Chief, to state what 
time you require shall be allowed you to prepare for your defence. 

Capt. Warrington handed in the following, which was read 
by the Jadj^^dyocaike : — 
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Mr. President^ and Gentlemen of tMs Honourable Court, — It 
19 with the ^eatest regret that I feel called upon to request a delay 
of a few days, as I am loathe to trespass on your time. On account 
of my havmg but just heard the charges against me, I hope Wed- 
nesday, the 25th, will not be considered too long a time for me to 
prepare my defence ; when I shall, I have no doubt, be able to 
bring forward sufficient evidence to refute the accusations agrdust 
me, notwithstanding the melancholy death of Lieutenant- colonel 
Brereton. 

The President adjourned the Court until Wednesday, Jan. 25, 
at eleven o'clock. 
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THE Court, composed of the same officers as on the 
former investigation, was, on its opening, extremely 
crowded, so much so, that some difficulty was experienced 
in providing accommodation for its Members ; the propor- 
tion of ladies in the assembly was very considerable. Soon 
after ten o'clock, the President, Sir Henry Fane, and the 
Members of the Court being seated, Capt. Warrington (who 
conducted his own defence) took his station at the table. 
The Judge- Advocate read the warrant, investing him with 
his authority ; the names of the officers constituting the 
Court were then called over, and a list of the witnesses to 
be produced upon the part of the prosecutor and defend- 
ant. We should not omit here to mention, that a conve- 
nient gallery has been erected for the accommodation of 
the Reporters, during the interval between the last ad- 
journment of the Court and its reassembling, for which, 
we believe, the press is indebted to the kindness of the 
Judge- Advocate. To all the charges, which were read 
over to Captain Wiarrington by the Judge-Advocatie, he 
pleaded * Not Guilty.' 

Sir Charles Dalbiac then rose, and read the folio v^ng 
opening address, in a very impressive manner : — 

" Mr. President, and Mfembers of this Honourable Court, 
It is with feelings of an affiictive nature that I present 
myself for a second time before a General Court Martial 
in the chanicter of a public ptt>secutor. I appear at the* 
suit of the Kiiig, to conduct the prosecution in the trial ot* 
Captain Warrington, the prisoner at your bar. I say it is 
with feelingd of an afflictive nature that I find myself onc^ 
more engaged in this tndst invidious line of duty, nor is 
there, I am p^H\uA6A, a single Member of the Court, wht* 
will affirm tnlA*' this expression is too strong for the occa- 
sion. The office which I have to sustain is attended, at all 
Limes, and ufidet afiy cir6uinstances, wilb infinite pain and 
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embarrassment. What then must it be when carried on, 
as it were, under the very shadow of that awful catastrophe, 
with which all who now hear me, scarcely less than the 
Prosecutor in this trial, have been so recently and so pain- 
fully affected ] What must it be when every step we take, 
every witness we examine, every fact we touch upon, may^ 
perad venture, call up the remembrance of events, which, 
as connected with the proceedings of a former Court, every 
generous heart would willingly consign to oblivion ? And 
yet, under these overwhelming recollections, my duty 
calls me to proceed right onward. I must tread the very 
same ground which is stamped with images of sadness ; I 
must inevitably revert, at times, to those very proceedings 
which have been brought to so calamitous and so tragical 
a termination. I need hardly add, however, that my own 
feelings will irresistibly prompt me, throughout this trial, 
to spare the Court, the public, and myself, but especially 
those, who through friendship or consanguinity, are niore 
intimately concerned, the pain of any reference to a Ge- 
neral Court Martial recently held within this Hall, when- 
ever the course of our proceedings will, by possibility ^ 
enable me to abstain from it. But I will dwell no longer 
on the emotions which oppress me, under this renewed 
demand upon my exertions, well assured that they must 
be fully understood by every Member of the present 
Court 

*' I will address myself at once to the task which lies 
before me, forming, as it does, a series of painful but una- 
voidable duties, closely connected with each other. The 
nature of this connexion, with respect to the present case, 
will be best understood from a brief detail of the circum- 
stances which have led to the trial of Captain Warrington, 
as well as my being commanded to conduct the Prosecu- 
tion*^ which circumstances I will accordingly submit for 
the information of the Court. 

" General Lord Hill had commanded a Court of In- 
quiry to assemble at Bristol, on the I7th of November, to 
investigate the conduct of the Officer who held the com- 
mand of the Troops, during the unfortunate occurrences 
which took place in this city on the 99th, 30th, and 31st of 
October; which Court was composed of the following 
Officers : — President : Major-General Sir Charles Didbiac. 
Members: Colonel Sir £. Miles, 89th Regiment; Colonel 
Ferguson, 52nd Light Infantry ; Lieutenant-colonel Lord 
Loughbro', 9th Lancers; Major Walcot, Royal Horse Ar- 
tillery. ^: 

*' Uapt. Warrington's Troop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards 
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had formed a jmrt of the Force which was placed at the 
disposal of the Municipal Authorities of Bristol, upon the 
occasion above referred to, Capt. Warrington being him- 
self in command of the Troop ; his evidence, therefore, 
was deemed essential to the investigation, to which the 
proceedings of the Court of Inquiry had been directed— 
and he was accordingly instructed to repair to Bristol, to 
attend the Court, when it assembled in this HaU on the 
17th November. 

** Previous, however, to the examination of Captain 
Warrington, the Court was in possession of other evi- 
dence, touching the events of the three last days of Octo- 
ber, which appeared (in the Court's opinion) to reflect, in 
a serious manner, upon the conduct of Capt. Warrington ; 
and the Court came to the decision, that it was out of their 
power to receive his evidence, lest, in many very im- 
portant points, upon which that evidence had been deemed 
essential, his replies to questions, to be put by the Court, 
might implicate his own conduct. A minute to that eifect 
was entered upon the proceedings. 

" Captain Warrington was required to attend in Court; 
the minute which hsa been entered upon the proceedings 
was read to him, and he was informed of the circumstances 
which had led to the Court's decision. 

** Capt. Warrington very properly addressed a commu- 
nication on the subject, to the Commanding Officer of his 
Regiment, and, with equal propriety, submitted to the 
Adjutant-General for the consideration of General Lord 
Hill, a request that his conduct might undergo investiga- 
tion. This request of Captain Warrington accompanied a 
Report, (explanatory of the circumstances) which (as Pre- 
sident of the Court of Inquiry) I forwarded to the Adjutant- 
General, to be laid before the General Commanding in 
Chief 

*' An investigation, however, before a Court of Inquiry, 
could afford no further information, relative to Captain 
Warrington's case, than what had already been rec6rded 
in the proceedings of the Court then sitting. The General 
Commanding in Chief directed, therefore, that Capt. War- 
rington's case should be submitted to the decision of a 
General Court Martial. 

" Such are the circumstances under which Capt. War- 
rington has now to answer before you, to the Charges 
which have been preferred against him. With respect to 
the general character of those charges, the collective judg- 
ment of this Court will form a far more correct estimate, 
than any I could presume to submit. 



*' It is also unuecessary ihaX I should go into any detail 
of the circumstances upon which each particular Charge 
is grounded. There is no lengthened chain of incidents 
to unite — no intricate thread of events to unravel. Con- 
viction upon each Charge may be said to rest, for the most 
part, upon the mere proof of certain alleged and distinct 
facts; according to the completion of which proot^ or 
otherwise, the Court will have to pronounce. 

" There are two or three points, however, which bear 
upon the charges generally, to which it may be as well to 
allude at the present moment, although they will be 
brought out separately in the course of the evidence to be 
produced. 

" I wish the Court to bear in mind that the quarters of 
Capt. Warrington's troop, during the Bristol Riots, were 
at Leigh's Bazaar — Capt Warrington's own quarters being 
nearly contiguous thereto, at Reeves's Hotel. From these 
quarters the Bishop's Palace, the Recruiting Office in Col- 
lege-green, and Ko. 2, in Unity-street, (in which the 
Otticer then commanding in Bristol resided,) are severally 
distant about 200 yards. Berkeley-square (whence the 
iVIa^'or dispatched a letter to the Officer commanding his 
Majesty's troops, at three o'clock in the morning oP the 
31st October) is distant from the said quarters about 300 
or 400 yards, and Queen-square, (in which stood the 
Custom-House, and where the great destruction of pro- 
perty took place,) about half a mile, a triiie more or less. 

" It is necessary I should remind the Couyt, that a por- 
tion of the testimony to be produced, will relate to fects 
and circumstances, which occurred during a period of ex- 
treme disorder and alarm. Some discrepancies in. that 
testimony, as far as relates to questions of time, and cer- 
tain other subordinate matters, must consequently b? ex- 
pected, but I do not apprehend any difficulty whatever in 
reconciling these slight disagreements, as to every essential 
point 

^* I have also to express my desire, and in so doing I 
beg to be understood as speaking with the most pertiect 
sincerity, that whenever, in the course of these proceed- 
ings, a doubtful point may arise, whether as to the admis- 
sion or the effect of evidence, or any other matter whatever, 
such doubt may never be turned to the disadvantage of the 
party accused, but that, on the contrary, the decision of 
the Court, in all such instances, may invariably be in 
favour of the prisoner. 

*' Having thus submitted to the Court the circumstances 
which have brought the prisoner before thegoiy as well as a 
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ddCed, I 'have to soUdt the%tteiitio<i of the Goilrt to a few 
words respecting my own personal acquaintance with 
Captain Warrington, atid my own personal feelings to- 
wards him. My acquaintance, indeed, is one of no long^ 
standing, or of close intimacy. We were brou^t together 
by a single occasion of prote8si<]fhal duty; which was the 
only om>ortunity ever afforded me of atiqniriiig^any know- 
ledge ot the prisoner, prior to the assembly m the Court 
of Ihquiry in tiiis Hall, on the 17th of Nov. last. It will, 
therefore, hardly be suspected th&t I can be under the in- 
fluence of any deep or overpowering solicitude concerning 
Captain Warrington as an individual, and yet, in truth, I 
should be conscious of tomething little sliort of downright 
hypocrisy, were I to affirm that my own feelings on t^his 
bccaslon are absolutely neutral. Capt Warrington belongs 
to that particular branch of our military service, to which 
I have been devoted throuffh a long professional life of 
almost forty years : Capit. Warrington is attached to that 
particular portion of the British army over which, by the 
most gracious fevour and confidence of his Majesty, I bold 
a proud, a distinguished, a comprehensive superintendance, 
as the inspecting General of the Cavalry of Great Britain: 
I may, theretbre, with strict propriety, regard Captaih 
Warrin^on as a officer under my own immediate corn- 
mand. Furthermore, Cap^in Warrington belongs to that 
particular regiment, which was brigaded with my own 
cotps, the 4th Dragoons, when I had the good fortune, for 
the first time in my life, to draw my sword against the 
dOttimon enemy of Europe, in the field of Talavera, under 
the auspices ot that gallant General who presides over this 
Court Now, there cannot be a Member of this Honour- 
able CouH but must have felt the magic of that sympathy 
which binds those corps which have fought and conquered 
together, as it were, in a bond of sacred brotherhood. I 
would fain appeal, therefore, to thie gallant General— I 
would fain appeal to the gallant Officers who compose 
this Court— is it likely, is it natural, is it posisible, that I 
should look with indiiference towards the issue of an in- 
vestigation which involves the honour of that distinguiished 
cor]^,or of aay individual belonging to it? Honestly and 
distinctly do 1 declare, that my own persohal inclination 
is in tavour of the prisoner at your bai*. 

** In making this frank avowal, however, it cannot sut'ely 
be needful that I should employ many words to protiect 
myself against perversion or misconstruction. It will not 
four a moment, 1 trust, be suspected that my regard for the 
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honour of a distinguished corps, or of any individual 
attached to it, will cause me to halt in the straight, though 
rugged, path of duty. 

*' If I openly confess that feelings of solicitude for the 
prisoner are lurking in my own breast, what is this con- 
fession, but a public pledge to guard myself against their 
secret influence, with the most jealous vigilance J What 
is it, but to call down upon my own proc^dings the most 
watchful and rigorous control, on the part of those who 
are to pronounce judgment between the King and the 
prisoner? What is it, but to invite the strict attention of 
the service at large, to every step I take in this trial? What 
is it, but to bring to the severest test, the sincerity and 
truth of my own professions, when I declare, that my duty 
to my Sovereign is paramount to all interests and feelings? 

'^1 have said that the honour of this corps is dear and 
valuable to me ! But in saying this, do I not bind myself 
in the most solemn form, to preserve that honour, unsus- 
pected and unsullied; and to bring down the wei^ty arm 
of justice on all those whose conduct may have fixed a 
stain upon it? And, in adverting to the high and honour- 
able post to which the gracious fieivour of my King has 
raised me, what have I done, but proclaim the exceeding 
weight of my own responsibility? I should be a traitor to 
the noble service thus entrusted to my superintendance, if 
every feeling and every faculty of mine were not ardently 
en^ged in the preservation ot its welfare and ejficiency — 
and of its welfare and efficiency its honour is the verjr life 
and soul. In committing to my charge the interior econo- 
my and discipline of the Britisb Cavahry, his Majesty has, 
in a most especial manner, constituted me one of the guar- 
dians of its reputation : in which (far more eminently than 
in its number or its subordinate details) lies the real secret 
of its glory and its force. 

" In conformity with these views of my duty, I feel my- 
self compelled to declare that (whatever may be my per- 
sonal prepossessions in favour of the prisoner), I shall 
have to press him home with evidence, which if not most 
effectually rejpelled, must bring down punishment and dis- 
honour on his head. — I must not shrinK from proclaiming 
that, unless the materials in my possession turn out deceitful 
indeed, his conduct during the recent calamitous disorders 
must be pronounced utterly indefensible. " What the re- 
sources are, on which the prisoner may rely for his vindi- 
cation, I have no means whatever to anticipate. I can, 
therefore, only declare that I shall deeply rejoice if my 
apprehension on his behalf should, upon investigation. 
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appear to be unfounded. — It will be no mean rdief to my 
mind, if he should succeed in bringing forward facts or 
circumstances that can materiall^r extenuate the accusa- 
tion which has been preferred against him; and my grati- 
fication will be great indeed, should he be able to turn the 
accusation altogother aside, and to come forth from this 
conflict with an honourable and a complete acquittal. 

*'I have now only to submit for tne approval of the 
Court, no less for the sake of expedition than of perspi- 
cuity, that eaqh charge shall be dealt with separately, and 
in rotation, as preferred against the prisoner. I propose, 
therefore, to complete the evidence in support of one 
charge, before another charge shall be brougnt under con- 
sideration, and to announce to the Court, when the evi- 
dence in support of each named charge shall have closed. 
Should this mode of arransinff the evidence on the part of 
the prosecution accord wiui the views of the Court, I will 
proceed to call evidence in support of the first charge.'' 

The President expressed the acquiescence of the Court 
in the arrangement of the prosecution. The examination 
of witnesses then commenced. 

Sergeant-Major Martin, 3rd Dragoon Guards, examined. 
— ^I was on duty with Captain Warrington's troop of 3rd 
Dragoon Guards, in Bristol, on the 30th and 3lst of Octo- 
ber last 

Sir Charles Dalbiac here interjposed, and said, that 
he ought to have laid a document before the Court, which, 
although it might affect some portion of the witness's evi- 
dence, yet that portion he had not yet touched upon ;-— 
it was a document more of the nature of a reference than 
testimony. [The witness here was directed to withdraw.] 
The document to which he referred, contained the names 
of all the men upon duty in Bristol ; for when in Dor- 
chester, he (the prosecutor) in the presence of Comet 
Kelson, and Sergeant-Major Martin, made all the men turn 
out, and state what duty they were employed upon between 
six o'clock on Saturday evening, and Monday, the Slst of 
October. The document was afterwards examined by 
Cornet Kelson, and Sergeant- Major Martin. He therefore 
thought it would be found correct. 

Examination resumed: — Captain Warrington and Comet 
Kelson were present with the troop whicn was under the 
immediate command of Captain Warrington; Cornet Kel- 
son commanded them ; there were 33 non-commissioned of- 
ficers and men mounted and effective, with the troop at Bris- 
tol. The quarters of the troops were at Leigh's bazaar^ those 
of the ofiicers at Reeve's Hotel, which were contiguous to 
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each other I thefe '^^re outrageofn and flkrniin^ riote in 
Bristol, during Stmday, the 30th, and up to five o^clook in 
the morning m Monday, the 8l8t of October ; detachments 
of the troofp were called out repeatedly in tlie course of 
the 80th Ocrober, to quell the riote ; several of the public 
iiaildings were in flames at ten or eleven o'clock upon the 
evenhig of tfiat day. Witness cannot speak precisely "as 
t6 the time at which the detachment of the' troop, which 
bad been on duty that night at the Bish^'s Pklace, asnd at 
ihe Manfiion-House, returned to its cfUarteii, but it Was, to 
the best of hib knowledge, at about nine o'clock ; Hhe 
troop next turned out, mounted, at about twelve o'clock ; 
that night it formed on parade tn the road leading to 
Lei^'s bazaar, and was commanded by Capitain Warring- 
ton^ the whole of that part of the troop then iti quarters, 
tBraed out ; it marched down to the front of Reeves's Ho- 
tel, halted a few moments, and then returned to quarters. 
About two-thirds of the tiroop were the next turned oirt, 
at'obout four o'clock in the morning, accepting a patrol, 
of a corporal and four men, previously sent to the Guild- 
hall ; they turned out for the purpose of quelling a riot 
ifken existing in Queen-square i there was not any non- 
commissioned officer or mafn sent by Captain Wamngton 
or 'Cornet Kelson, to witness's knowledge, to look for the 
officer commanding the troops, between the hours of halt- 
past ten o'clock at niffht, on the 30th October, and half- 
past fbur in the mornmg of the 31st. 

Comet Charles Kelson, 3rd Dragoon Guards, examined : 
— Was in command of a detachment of Captain Warring, 
ton's troop of 3rd Dragoon Guards, between the hours of 
ieight and ten o'clock on Sunday night, the 30th October ; 
that detachment returned to its quarters, at the Horse Ba- 
zaar, at about half-past nine or a quarter-before ten 
oVlock ; the troop next turned out, mounted, at about a 
atiarter-before eleven o'clock; it formed on parade in 
mnt of Reeves's Hotel, and Captain Warrington com- 
tnand^d it. Witness does not recollect its telling oft', or 
halting to collect, on the slope of the hill outside of Leigh's 
Bazaar, before it proceeded to Reeves's Hotel ; it remain- 
ed in front of Reeves's Hotel a few minutes, and then filed 
into the stables; part of the troop next turned out, mount- 
ed for duty, at four o'clock on Monday morning, to pro- 
ceed to Queen-square; to the best of witness's knowledge, 
four o'clock was about the time it turned out. 

Cross-examined by Captain Warrington : — Witness was 
fint ordered to go into College-green, where he was to 
meet a Magistrate to accompany him. No Magistrate met 
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and accompanied him when he got there ; he went from 
College-green to Queenrsquare, under the peraqnal com- 
mand of Colonel Brereton. 

Sir Charles Dalbiac submitted, that the quefstion re- 
ferred to the third chafgaonly. 

The President saic^ he was of opinion that the evi- 
dence which had been previously o£fered did not affeqt the 
pith of the first charge, therefore, uidess the Prosecutor 
had a great objection, he would not interfere. 

Sir C. Dalbiac said, his object was to prove that thene 
was a riot as alleged in the charge, and that the troop was 
frequently called out. The evidence already adduced, 
was, as to the last duty of the troops on Sunday night ; 
he had not yet touched on the duty performed on Sunday 
morning. 

By the Court. — ^Witness went from Leigh^s Bazaar to 
College-green, by the orders of Captain Warrington, 
shortly after four o'clock in the morninff. 

Mr, Thomas Kington^ Merchant, of Bristol :— There 
were alarming and outrageous riots in. Bristol, on the 30th 
October last ; the Graols, Bishop's Palace, and other public 
buildings, were fired by the rioters in the course of that 
day and ni^i Witness applied to Captain Warrington 
that night, at the Horse Bazaar, for the assistance of his 
troop of the 3rd Dragoon .Guards ; represented to Captaih 
W. the state of Queen-square, and earnestly entreated him 
to bring his troop dawn to Queen-square, for the purpose 
of saving the Custom-house from the flames ; found Capt. 
Warrington mounted, with iiie greater part, if not the whole 
of his troop; his reply to witness's application was, "I 
should be mosthappy and willing to go, but I cannot march 
my troop without the order of CoL Brereton." Witness 
has somia indistinct recollection of his having said some^ 
thing about a Magistrate ; he then asked him whether the 
particular circumstances of the case would not justify a 
departure from the general rule, and whether he woiuld 
not accede to witness's request ? Captain W.'s reply was, 
" I cannot move witiiout the orders of Colonel Brereton." 
Witness's next question was, " Where is Colonel Brere*- 
ton to be found i" The Captein replied, " I cannot tfell," 
or in words to that effect. This was between ten and half- 
past ten o'clock on Sunday night. Witness did not know 
the hour at the time, but from information he had since 
received ; his calculation was not made shortly after the 
riots, but within the last few days. Captain Warrington 
did not send a soldier with witness, to -find the officer 
commanding in Bristol, in consequence of his application. 
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Witness returned to Queen-square, he thinks, shortly be^ 
fore eleven o'clock; the Custom-house was set on fire, 
and totally destroyed, after he had applied to Captain 
Warrington for the assistance of the troops. 

Cross-examined: — ^The information witness has received, 
as to the time at which he called on Captain Warrington 
for assistance, is the result of minute enquiry, and he be- 
lieves it to be correct. Captain Warrington, he thinks, 
asked him, if he was a Magistrate ; witness's recollection, 
as he had said before, was very indistinct on this part of 
the business, but he had no doubt he answered his ques- 
tion, and he must have told hfm that he was not a city 
Magistrate. Witness thinks Captain Warrington appear- 
ed most anxious for orders to turn out ; he undoubtedly 
showed a willingness to act, if he had orders. 

By the Court : — Witness had no official authority con- 
nected with his application to Captain Warrington ; he 
applied as an individual. 

Question: — Did Captain Warrington distinctly refuse 
to move with his troop, or did he merely excuse himself 
on the score of waiting for the orders of Colonel Brere- 
ton? 

Answer: — lean only repeat Captain Warrington's ex- 
pression, that the troop should not mov^ without Colonel 
Brereton's express onlers, or something to that positive 
effect. 

Question : — Do you remember whether Captain War- 
rington said, could not, or should not ? 

Answer: — ^I think I should be correct in stating, that 
Captain Warrington f aid, " could not" 

Mr, Richard Stephens examined.— ^|jVitness met "Mr. T. 
Kington on Sunday night, 30th Oct., during the rit ts in 
Bristol, at about half-past ten o'clock; accompanied him, 
to look for the troops, to College-green, the Bishop's Pa- 
lace, and the Boar's Head yard; the troop of the 3m Dra- 
goon Guards was mounted, and formed on the steep before 
me ride in front of the yard; when witness reached the 
Boar's Head, Mr. Kington informed Captain Warrington 
of the situation of Queen-square, and also that the rioters 
were near his Majesty's Custom-house, and the services of 
the troop were ttien required. The Captain said, that he 
could not go without orders from Colonel Brereton or a 
Magistrate. Captain Warrington did not send any soldier 
with Mr. Kington or witness, to endeavour to find the 
officer commanding in Bristol. 

Lieutenant Francis^ recruiting staff, examined: — Witness 
did not, between the hours of ten o'clock on Sunday night, 
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30th Oct., and half- past four on Monday morning, the 31st 
Oct., receive any dispatch, or letter, or message, from any 
officer or other person, of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, for 
the officer commanding in Bristol; the- troop of the 3rd 
Dragoon Guards, or parts of them, were called out re- 
peatedly on Sunday, 30th Oct., to quell the riots, and 
witness went out himself, about eight o'clock at night, to 
call for the troop for the protection of the palace. 

Cross-examined : — At ten o'clock on the night of Sunday, 
the 30th Oct., witness was at the office, or out reconnoiter- 
ing. Col. Brereton might have received a dispatch on that 
night, between the hours of ten o'clock, and half- past four 
in the morning, without his knowledge; the office in 
College-green was considered the public office, for re- 
ceiving all communications for Col. Brereton, and was left 
open for that purpose the whole of Sunday night, and 
Monday morning. Witness does not know whether the 
Magistrates were aware of this circumstance or not, but he 
considered that they were. The Magistrates were in the 
habit of sending messages to the district-office, during the 
riots. Witness was sent, about eight o'clock on Sunday 
night, for some of the Dragoon Guards ; it was with a 
verbal order for the troop of the 3rd Dragoons to come to 
the protection of the Palace. Witness generally received 
verbal orders, from Col. Brereton, during the period of 
the Bristol riots. 

By the Court. — ^Witness does not recollect conveying 
any orders from the late commanding officer of Bristol, to 
Capt. Warrington, not to move from his quarters without 
orders, and was not aware of any such orders having been 
sent or given. Witness does not recollect seeing Capt. 
Warrington at the head of his troop, at any time during 
the evening or night of Sunday, 30th Oct., but saw the 
troop under the command of Corhet Kelson, almost imme- 
diately afler they had received the order to march to the 
protection of the palace. Col. Brereton was with the party 
upon that occasion. 

Sergeant- Major W. M^Leod^ recruiting staff, examined : 
— ^Was in attendance at the recruiting office, on Sunday 
night, the 30th Oct, firom about eleven o'clock at night, 
until half-past two on Mopday morning. Sergeants Den- 
nenge ^a Piatt were with him excepidng tor a short 
period, when they went over to Lieut. -col. Brereton's 
quarters about billets and a letter. While witness and 
Sergeant Piatt were in attendance at the office, no dispatch, 
or letter, or message, came from any officer or other person 
of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, for the officer commanding the 
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troops in Bristol, to his knowledge. When witnes 
arrived at the recruiting ofl&ce, about eleven o'clock, h e 
found Sergeant Dennenge there; and when he left the 
oflRcer, at half-pdst two in the morning. Sergeant Piatt ac- 
companied him, and he left Sergeant Dennenge at the 
office. Witness was at the recruiting office at the time 
the Doddington troop of Yeomanry Cavalry reported its 
arrival to the officer commanding in Bristol, on the night 
of 30th Oct.; the troop arrived, and formed in front of the 
office, at about eleven o'clock. 

The President objected to the question next proposed, 
as referring to the conduct of the late commanding officer 
or of Capt. Codrington. 

Sir Charles Dalbiac said, that he had not the slightest 
intention in the world of reflecting on the conduct of 
either of those officers, but, in the accusation it is stated, 
that Capt. Warrington not only refused to call out the 
troop, but did not take the proper measures to obtain 
orders from Col. Brereton. He (the prosecutor) did there- 
fore conceive, that if he had it in his power to show that 
Col. B. was in and about Queen- sj^uare, for the space of 
three quarters of an hour, and within 200 hundred yards 
of Leigh's Bazaar, he should then be enabled to establish 
the fact that Capt Warrington did not take the proper 
steps to find that officer. 

The President said, he must beg the favour of the 
Court being cleared, which was accordingly elfected. On 
the Court being re-opened, the President said, — Sir C. 
Dalbiac, it is my duty to state to you, that it is tiie' opinion 
of the Court, that by your ottering to press the question, 
you deteat your own object, and refute tlie first chkrge, 
which states that the 3rd Dragoon Ghiards were the only 
troops in Bristol at the time; they, therefore, think the 
question objectionable. 

Sir Charles Dalbiac said, he was perfectly ready to 
admit the justice of the decision of the Court. He was 
sure, now, the question might have been put in a much ' 
more judicious manner. 

Examination rtfsi/med.— The officer commanding the 
troops in Bristol was not in the office, but he was m and 
about College-green and the adjacent places, for abdttt 
half an hour, on nrstters of duty, mm the time of witnessi^ 
reaching the office, at about eleven o'clock on Sunday 
night. A small portion of the same time, so occupied by « 
the bfficer commanding in Bristol, was employed imme- 
diately in front of the office. 
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Cross-examined. — He was dressed at the time he was in 
and about the office in unitbrm; a good many persons, 
but witness cannot say how many, in plain clothes, called 
at the recruiting office, between the hours of eleven at 
night, and half-past two in the morning, to enquire for Col. 
Brereton. 

Sergeant Piatt, recruiting staff, examined: — ^Was in 
attendance at the recruiting office, on Sunday, the 3th 
Oct, with Sergeant Major M*Leod, and Seiieant Dennense 
the principal part of the time from nine o'clock on Sunday 
night, till half- past two on Monday morning; but occa- 
sionally left the office. Witness left Hie office, durine Uie 
aforesaid period, upon the first occasion to take refresh- 
ment, leaving behind him Sergeant Dennenge. Upon the 
second occasion, between twehre and one o'clock, he lefl 
in company with Sergeant Dennenge, to carry a letter and 
a blank precept for billets, to CoL Brereton, in Unity 
Street, leaving behind him Sereeant Major M*Leod. When 
he left the office finally, at hiQf-past two o'clock on Mon- 
day morning, the 31st Oct., he len Sergeant Dennense be- 
hind him; when witness and Sergeant Major M^Leod were 
in attendance at the recruiting office, he was not aware 
that any dispatch, or letter, or message, came from any 
officer, or other person of the 3rd Dragoons, for the 
officer commanding the troops in Bristol. 

Sergeant Samuel Dennenge^ recruiting staff: — Was in 
attendance at the recruiting office on Sunday evening, the 
30th Oct, from about nine o'clock till about half-past two 
o'clock on Monday morning, at different periods, and 
from that time he was constantly there until about nine 
o'clock in the morning. During the whole of that period 
he was not always in attendance; at those times when 
Sergeant Piatt or Sergeant-Major M^Leod were absent. 
Witness was sent on messages by CoL Brereton, when 
there might not have been any other person in the office. 
During &e aforesaid period, witness did not, to his know- 
ledge leave the office without leaving cither Sergeant 
Piatt, or Sergeant Major M'Leod there. 
Adjourned at 4 o'clock. 
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THURSDAY. 

The Court assemUied at ten o'dock. 

The examination (5f Sergeant Dennenge resumed : — While wit- 
ness was in attendance at the Recruiting' Office, no dispatch, or 
letter, or message, came from any officer or other person of the 3d 
Dragoon Gaar£, for the officer commanjding the troops in Bristol. 
Colond Brereton was not inside the Recruiting Office between 
ba^-past ten o^clock on Sunday night, the 30th, and half-past two 
cm Monday morning^ the 31st October, to his knowledge ; bnt he 
was in the Court. Wittiess knows the oMcer commanding the 
troops in Bristol ; was engaged m matters of duty in the iinihe- 
diate neighbourhood of the Recruiting Office, and about College- 
greeit, for hatf-am-hour or thereabouts^ at some tfme between half- 
past ten and twelve o^elock on Stmdtey hight, the 30th October. 
The distance from Leigh's Bazaar to tbe Bishi^'s Palace is altotit 
two hundred yards, to the Recruiting C^ce neariy about tfaefianie, 
and the distance to No. 2, Unity-street, about one hundred and 
sixty yards. The direct ro|^ from Reeves's Hotel and Lagh's 
Bazaar, to the Recruiting 0ffice and the Bishop's Pakce, is alolig 
one side of College- green. Witness delivered a dispatch to t!ok>nel 
^refeton, between twelve and one o'clock on Sunday night, which 
dispatch witness received at the door of his quarters, not at the 
Recruiting Office. Witness considef'ed it to be the edpeiiial duty 
finr Which hims^ and the Other sergeants Were rietained at tlie 
office, during the night of Sundisiy, fbe dOth, and the momihg* of 
Monday, the 31^t October, te convey to the offiiter commaiidih^ 
tiie troopf any letter or offidnl reference that miight be feft at, or 
addressed to Mm, at the office. 

cross-examined .by Captain Warrington. — Witness eaimofi state 
positively^ that he never quitted the office between the« houfs of 
nine o'clock at night, and two the next morning, while Siesgeants 
M'Leod and Platts were both absent. The person who ddivered 
to him the dispatch, at the door of the conunandiRg* officer of the 
troops, stated, that he brought it from the Mayor, and ordered it 
might be dielivieTed to Colomd Breretoh as soOn as he cOiild be 
(bund. The disptetcii was delivered to witnigss between t^eht ahd 
one o'clock. 

By the Couft. — Witnegs did not, to his knoWled^ wie Caq^tiBoii 
Warrington during^ the night of Sunday, Ot^ob^ dOth. 

Sersieant'Major AUen, 14tfa Dragoons, examined. — Was OB' duty 
with a squadron of the 14th Dragoons, in this city, during' a part 
of the nets on the 2dth,. SiOth^ and 31st, of October last. The 
squadron was absent from the ci^ from about halfrpast twelve on 
Sunday morning, to about half-psu9t nine o'clock on Monday morn- 
ing. 

Jfr. J. Fisher, of the Horse Ri^positoiy, examihed.~The com- 
manding officer of thetroopsin ^pristol cau^ at noty 'depository, re- 
lative to the accommodation of some trtx)pB, some time between the 
hours of half-past ten and twelve on Sunday night, the 30th Octo- 
ber, tie remamed in and about my Repository, from ten to twenty 
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minuteB. He was engaged in matters relative to the same troops^ 
in or about College-green» from twenty minutes to half-an-hour, 
previous to his coming to the Repository, Witness's Repository is 
one hundred and fifty yards fi^m Reeves's Hotel, and two hundred 
from Leigh's Bazaar. 

Sir Charles Dalbiac informed the Court, that unless any par- 
ticular circumstai;ices should hereafter arise, the evidencei on the 
part of the prosecution, in support of the first charge i^r^unst the 
prisoner, was closed. 

Charles Pinni^t, Esq., Mayor of Bristol, examined on the 
Second Charge. — Witness sent a letter, early on Monday morning, 
the 3ist October, addressed to Lieutenant-colonel Brereton, or to 
the officer ooiumanding his Majesty's troops ; it wa« under Ids own 
fflgnature, and. it was to tins enect :— '' Bristol 3 o'clock Monday 
morning, Slst October, 1831. Sir, I direct you, as commanding d^ 
ficer of h^i Majesty's troops, to use the most vigorous and ef^tive 
means in your power, to quell the existing riots. C Pinney." It 
was despatpheu at three o'cloqk on Monday morning, firom Mr. 
D^el F^ipp's, in Berkeley-squai^, through Mr. Goldney and 
Mr. Harris, jun. 

Cross-exandn^d by Capta^ Warrington. — Mr. Daniel Fripp is 
not a Magistrate of this city, but his relation i^ an Alderman, who 
was with witness at the time* Mr. Daniel Fripp's relation, whom 
witness stated to be a Magistrate, was there that night, but witness 
believes he does not reside there. The copy of the letter which 
witness had given into the Court, as the purport of a letter ad- 
dressed to the ofiioer commanding the troops on the 31st Octob^, 
witness wrote three or four days ago, from the copy of the original 
taken at the time. Has no recollection of b^g told by a aer- 

Ct, during the night of Sunday, the 30th October, that the of- 
commanding the troops, had left his address at the D^trict 
Office, and that if any enquiries were made for him, he was in- 
stantly to be informed of it. Witness does not recouect sending 
any message by the bearer of his letter, to the officer command^^g 
the troops, but merely the letter. 

Be-examined by Sir C. Dalbiac. — Witness can produce the ori- 
ginal copy of the letter addressed to the conunanding officer of the 
troops in Bristol, by going to the Council- house. Does not recol- 
lect anv place being mentioned for them to take it to, but th^ w^re 
ordered to deliver it to Colonel Breretoq, or the cpmm'^d^r of the 
troops, as directed. 

S]f the Court, — Witoess is sore the direction contained the wor^s 
" or the oflScer conimanding the troops," as would appear by ^^ 
copy of t))e letter w)iich be at present produced. TTie messenger 
made po report to witness afterwards, of their delivering the let- 
ter to Capt. Warrington, qr of his reading it. 

Mr, Samuel Gol^^^ Surgeon, examined. — I received a l^ttf r 
from the Mayor of Bristol at an early hoi^r on Mpn^ay rooming, 
the 3l8t October, at the house of Mr. Daniel Fripp, in Berkeley- 
square. It wfis addressed io Col. Brereton, or the offiper command- 
ijig the troopfi. The letter was put in|o witness's ban^s at about three 
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o'clock, and he delivered it to Capt. Warrington, at Leigh's Ba- 
zaar. The distance from Berkeley-square to Leigh's Bazaar, by 
the shortest road, is about three or four hundred yards, and witness 
took that road. Capt. Warrington opened and read the letter soon 
after it was delivered to him. The time that elapsed between wit- 
ness receiving the letter in Berkeley-square, and the period when 
Capt. Warrington opened and reed the contents, was from five to 
ten minutes. After Capt. Warrington had read the Mayor's letter, 
he said that Col. Brereton was not there, but that he believed he 
would be back about six o'clock in the morning, and be would take 
<»re the letter was delivered to him. Witness understood him to 
say he could not himself act without a magistrate going every inch 
of the road with him. He likewise expressed his willingness to do 
every thing in his power, and he expressed his regret that the Dod- 
dington troop of yeomanry had liift Bristol, as they would have 
been of great service to have bacl^ed him. There was some con- 
versation about the 14th leaving Bristol, and he said it was clear 
there was a great screw loose somewhere, but where he did not 
know. Capt. Warrington said he had but five-and-twenty efficient 
men, and that their horses were so tired they were scarcely able to 
carry them. Witness had, in his way to Berkeley-square, before 
he received the Mayor's letter, stopped at Leigh's Bazaar. He 
called there merely to see if the soldiers were at the Bazaar, as he 
had heard Comet Kelson was standing on the outside. .He com- 
plained how very cold he was, an«k said he was very anxious to go 
out and do his duty. Witness said that he would endeavour to get 
him an order for him to do so. From the above conversation, and 
knowing where the dragoons were, witness imagined that, by taking 
the Mayor's letter to Leigh's Bazaar, it would reach its proper 
destination* 

Cross-examined by Capt. Warrington. — Witness certainly did 
inform Capt. Warrington that the Doddington troop of yeomanry 
had left Bristol. Capt. Warrington stated to him when he gave 
him the letter, before alluded to, that it was not directed to him, 
but to Col. Brereton, who was the officer commanding the troops. 
Witness cannot state that he said to him, if he would open the 
letter he [witness] would take the responsibility upon himself, bnt 
certainly suggested to him the propriety of opening it. 

The President, in objecting to a question o^red by Capt . 
Warrington, observed, that he thought he (Capt. Warrirgton) 
wonld best consult his own interest by confining himself to the re- 
butting of the military accusations against him, rather than seeking 
any other object by insinuation ; he would, however, if required, 
take the opinion of the Court upon the subject. The Court was 
then cleared, and on its being reopened, the President said that 
it Was the opinion of the Court that the latter part of the question 
could not be put, and they recommended Capt. Warrington to be 
guided by his own military experience in the questions he proposed. 

Examination resumed. — Witness does not remember Capt. War- 
rington requesting him, afler he had opened the letter, to take 
it io the officer commanding the troops; nor did witness re- 
fuse to take the letter back from Capt. Warrington, after he had 
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opened it. Witness does not recollect that he ofiered it back to bim. 
Mr. Daniel Fripp delivered the Mayor's letter to witness. When 
Cept. Warrington told witness his horses were so tired, he added, 
that notwithstanding that fact, lie was willing to turn out immedi- 
ately, if he could get proper orders, or the company of a magis* 
trate. 

By the. GMfrt.-^WitnMs does not remember that he (Capt. 
Warrington) when he had read the Mayor's letter, which witn|ta 
had delivered to him, and expressed his willingness to take active 
measures, ezpresbed any regret at not being able to forward the 
Mayor's letter io Lieut-colonel Brereton, or to communicate with 
him on the subject, previous to the hour of six o'clock, at which 
fime Capt. Warrington stated he expected Col. Brereton would re- 
turn. Witness did not ask where Col. Brereton, to whom the letter 
entrusted to him to deliver, was addressed, was likely to be found, 
or urgre the necessity of its immediate delivery to Col. Brereton. 
Witness did not observe any backwardness or unwillingness to act, 
on the part of Capt. Warrington ; but, on the contrary, he ex- 
pressed his willingness to do anything in his power with a proper 
order. When Capt. Warrington stated to him that he could not 
act without a magistrate to go every inch of the road with him, 
witness did not make any reply, nor take any measures to comnm- 
nicate to the Mayor or other Magistrates what Capt. Warrington 
had stated, because witness did not know where to tind any other 
magistrate beside the Mayor, who had particularly requested wit- 
n«es, through Mr. Daniel Fripp, not to mention where he was. 

Jl!fr. ^/<7en}MinFrtjpp examined. — Was at the house of Mr. Daniel 
Fripp, on Monday morning, 31st October last, and advised and 
dictated a letter or note, which the Mayor of Bristol despatched 
to Lieut. -colonel Brereton, or the officer commanding his Miyesty's 
troops. As near as witness can recollect, it was immediately after 
three o'clock in the morning that the letter was despatched from 
Mr. Daniel Fripp's house ; the reason he was able to state the time 
so particularly is, that be looked at his watch at the time it was 
dated. 

Mr, Daniel Fripp examined.-^Witness received from the Mayor 
of Bristol, at his (witness's) house, early on Monday morning, 
31st October last, a letter addressed to Colonel Brereton, or the 
officer commanding his Majesty's troops, which letter he delivered 
into the hands (he believed) of Mr. Goldney. 

Mr. Henry Smith examined. — Was in Queen-square during the 
whole night of Sunday, 30th October last, except at short intervals, 
when he retired to his own house in Prince's-street, close by ) as 
near as witness can guess, about five o'clock on the morning of 
Monday, 31st October, he saw a detachment of Dragoons come 
into the Square ; he should think from three o'clock till five would 
be the period during ^hich the destruction of the southern wing of 
the west side of Queen-square took place ; he should think that all 
the houses that are now burnt down were fired or destroyed subse- 
quent to half-past three o'clock ; there were no houses nred in the 
Square after the arrival of the Dragoons in it ; all Uie houses on the 
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Jf^. Winttmr Jiafris, J%m, eMrmned.— Wm wkh AIfw S^ Q. 
GoldncT*; «fc Mf . Btoiel f rip(^% ia Berinley-square^ tbovt three 
•'dock Ml' the iBoming of MondRy', ^^ Octobef laet; knew that 
Mr. Goldney received a letter from the Mayor of Bristol for Coloael 
BreMaitbn^ or the officer oomnandinff his Majesty's treof>ft v witness 
aoqgaipaDied Mr. Goldn^v he delivered the Wtter to Cejilaiiir 
WarringtOD, at Leigh^s Basaar; Gaptain* War^Bgtoii heeMaled 
ab6utl opening the letter, bat after he had opened and read it^ nt 
the suggestion of Mr. Goldney, he said he should be nrast ha|^ 
td do any thing that ky in his power, but that he could de nothing 
wither fl- Magistrate^ that he should require a MoglstrHte tego 
ew0pf inth of the road with him, by his sideV and that he hoped 
witnees add Mr. G6ldney did not thiak the btane rested wHh hiM ; 
he expressed hik regret at the Doddiogton troop of Yeomamy having 
letifed from Btistoli from being unable to find a Magis&ate ;> he' 
likewise ezpntwed his regret at the I4th haviing been sent ent of 
town ; |attd ended the conversation by sayins^ there was a greats ietm» 
U&H somewhere, but he could not teH where ; witness doeS' dot 
remember that any thing more passed between Captain WaoiMgtdtt 
and himself on^atoccMion; recollects Captain WarHtigton sayfn^ 
he had twenty-three or twentv-five men he could- send out, if called 
vCpbtt ; wiU not be positive which ; but that the horsee Were' ^ tiiM 
thiqr were scarde able to earry them. 

Cross-ezsMined by Captain' Warrbigton.— 'WitDess hfSSieM Mr. 
Goldney induced Captain Warrington to Open the leffief, but does 
not recollect his saying he would take the responidbtNty on hivAitHf; 
witness did not take any means to sepprize a Magistrate fliatf CtfjjMJirn 
WaMngton was ready* to turn out with Ins ti^p, if a Magttltiratk 
would accompany hiin ; did tto(kno# wh^re to find any M'agistrktiii, 
eiteept the Mayor, and they (Mr. Goldney and witness) wer^ re- 
quested nof to say where he was; witness doet not reiili^bcfr 
wfiether Captain Warrington requested him tef go back to fte Mayoi*^ 
and sav that his presence, or that of another Magistrate was incfis> 
pensible fbr the employment of the troop*. 

Alderftian Thomas CantpHn exarthiea.^The riofs' in Bristol were 
r»|f?n^ with increased and destructive violence, from two n^clbck in 
the' afternoon of S^undav, the 30th, till five o^clock inf ^ mornfng 
of Monday, 31st October last; witness went to the H6rse-bazaai* 
about four o'clodc in the' morning of Monday, 31st! October, for the 
purpose of enquiring whether the troops were theife ; Mr^ DansOn 
and two or three others aceompaniea witness, and upon biding 
informed &ere were troops there, fi^ enc^uired for the cohnnanding 
ofiKcer, and saw Captain Warrington ; witness told Captain Wir- 
rington his name, that he was a Magistrate of BrfSsfdl, and that 
utiAess ^-oopa itere instantly sent to Queen-square, the whoVef Square 
would be burnt down ; the captsm told witness the horses and men 
were all tired, fhat he had a letter from the Mayor, dated three 
ofeffock, fot' Colonel BreretonrtfiAl that he could not find him atty 
^erei ; wftnesa read the lettef, «tnd said It irti a ve^ pfti^r opo ^ 
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the ea^ftahi seid lie covM ant tetod «i#m ikmlk tvr«M^4iwf mM ; 
witness replied " Don't talk of sending, but go yourself ; » ma* of 
your experience, and do not seikd sn inexperienced oflScer;*' or 
words to that effect ; the capfahr laid, *' The troops shall not fire;" 
witness's reply was, '* Kt beUved theHi had been soum aaderstAild- 
img ;*' be metot relative 6r about firing ; tke oip4ai» saidi tbd trdips 
should Bot go without a Magistrate ; on wbieb iritaeiB said^ be wM 
ordered i» go with them ; the cAptain then said, " The troop oaiiiioi 
go tilt he lud tmn CobnOl Brereton ;" witness's #efply was^ **Wo 
will go atfd look for him ;'' tliey weni together to No. 3, Until^- 
atreet, Cc^lege-gioen, where they ttoexpedtedly met with kin, M 
haring been previoosly denied being io the house, by two feibalti, 
who lodked out at the window ; they ex^ssed pleasaro at indkig 
Colonel BrereioB, and some conversation ensotd betwctn hint', 
(ColOnoi B.) Captain Warrin^on, aUd witncM, in the prtseiMo 
of seroral others ; a party of the 3rd I>ragooA Oo«rdi prO(5eedi4 
afcejfwards to Queen-square, under witness's Areetions ; ntuly M 
hour elapsed from the time bo saw Captaiik Warriogton at tbo Hofio 
BAzaar , to tho arrival of the Dragoons, i« Qftteea-sMAre^ whiok 
was about ive o'clock ; witness sboold cone«ivto fbo distance (»mt 
the Horse Baaaar to Queen-square to ^ abovtt tbe finrd of a mile ; 
nearly two stdMof Queeo^square were destroved whoa the Dragoons 
arrived, and the mob were oommeneivg Ott the third. 

CroBS^exaroxAod by Captain WarriiigVon^-^ Does Aot reeoUect Ibirt 
Captain Warrington told him before he left the Ba^Mr, that what- 
ever Magistrate ordered the troops fo fife, tttust aOicJOmpaiiy tbefei ; 
when^ the t/oops went to Queen-sc^oare, wiUMW accompanied them 
on fot ; he reiAaitied with them (ill about ^tf-^st six or quarter 
before ieven ; when witness told CapMin Warriftstoi) he ytm a 
Magistrate ; fo the best of his knowledge he (the captain) did not 
My '* Come along, men ;" wben witness held the contersafiolk at the 
f^rse Bazaar, with Captain Warrington, vA he bad stated to the 
Court ; he eah speak positively as to Mr. Danson being present ; he 
beiiev€« there were also some other persons there, but will not speak 
positively. 

By the C(mrt.'>-When be expressed to Captoitt Wafrfngtoa, in 
stich stroAg terms, that it was he (the capfain) himself that, should 
go with the Dragoons, and not send an inetperieiiced oftieef, he 
made no specific reply to it, but merely said the troops sbtaM not 
f^e ; v»itdes8 had stated, that Capllain Warrington said, be did not 
kno# wirere to find the officer eommandfhi^ ute troops, btit be bad 
seen Mf, Francis, an officer connected with the staff, some time a^o 
goitfg into No. 2, Unity'Street. and that cifcatnstance induced bim 
to go the^, ffirnking it might be a likely place to ^nd Coldnel Bfe- 
r^oU, whose house was at some distance. 

Mr, ChatUi Frederick DansoH, Barrister, examined. — Met Al- 
derAian Camplin in College-green, on Monday morning, 0(*fober 
31, about twenty minutes after four o'clock ; the reason for witness's 
being so exact was, before leatriog the house in which hd resided in 
Pafk-sfreet, be saw by tbe clock in the hall, that it was just quarter 
past four : he accompanied Mr. Aldennan C^mplia from College* 
sT^tt i6 the Horte Bazaar. 
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The Court then adjourned till five minutes before ten o'clock on 
Friday morning. 

FRIDAY. 

- The Court sat at ten o'clock ; it was but thinly attended, 

Mr, Danson's examination resumed. — Mr. Camplin asked for 
the oonunanding' officer ; he and witness were then shewn into a 
fdace covered with straw, where they saw some Dra^^oons lying: 
down on one side, and their horses standing on the other. They 
went back, and almost immediately afterwards, Captsdn Warring- 
ton came up ; Mr. Camplin told him he was a magistrate, and he 
came to require the assistance of the troops in the Square ; Captain 
Warrington expressed great willingness to come. He said " Very 
well, Sir; they are ready." He then said, enquiringly, to Mr. 
Camplin, " You will go with us.'' Mr. Camplin seemed to hesi- 
tate. Captain Warrington said, " No ! my orders are that the troops 
shall not go out without a magistrate." Witness had a word or 
two with Mr. Camplin, when witness said, aloud, ^'Of course, the 
Alderman will go down ; he will go as a magistrate to direct the 
troops." Captain Warrington said he supposed they knew a letter 
had been receiyed &om the mayor. Alderman Camplin said, 
'' That confirms what we are come about." Witness asked the 
Captain to show it to them, and he immediately gave it to them. 
Some conversation ensued about the numbers. Capt. Warrington 
said he could only send twenty-five. Mr. Camplin said, " Will not 
you go yourself? you had better go with us." Capt. Warrington 
said *'No, I shall send an officer." He continu^, "What are 
the troops to do when they get down in the Square ?" Mr. Camp- 
lin said, *' Oh, they will ride in amongst the mob, and beat theap 
with the backs of their swords." Captain Warrington doubted 
whether the numbers were sufficient for that purpose ; and witness 
said, " But as you will have a magistrate with you, of course, if 
necessary, you will fire.*' Captain Warrington answered promptly, 
*' No, my orders are not to fire." Witness said, '* I take it for 
granted you have got those orders from the Colonel," (meaning 
Colonel Brereton;) then either Mr. Camplin or witness asked 
Captain Warrington to accompany them to Colonel Brereton, at 
No. 2, in Unity-street. About three minutes time passed with 
Alderman Camplin, in College-green, before witness reached the 
Bazaar, and under ten minutes during the conversation there with 
Captain Warrington ; and fiilly a quarter of an hour in and about 
No. 2, in Unity-street ; before they all left that house, prior to the 
Dragoons being ordered out, about half ~ an hour in all.. The 
date of the Mayor's letter which witness had alluded to, was three 
o'clock Monday morning. Whilst they were at the Bazaar witness 
does not recollect that Captain ^arring^n said any thing about 
the state of the men and horses. There is about fifty yards diffiB- 
rence in the distance from Mr. D. Fripp's house to the Horse Ba- 
zaar and witness's own house and the same place ; Mr. Fripp's 
may be about fifty yards farther ; witness and Mr. Alderman Camp- 
lin waited for the Dragoons at the Drawbridge, and proceeded with 
them ; the Dragoons arrived in thelSquare as nearly nve as possible, 
rather before than after. 
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Cross-examined — The observation by Captain Warrin^n that 
he would *< send an ofi&cer with the troops,*' was not made after 
witness had been to Colonel Brereton. He saw two women at the 
window of the house in Unity-street, but did not hear any denial of 
Colonel Brereton. Witness went to Queen-square with Alderman 
Camplin ; they accompanied the troops closely nrom the Drawbridge 
to the entrance of Prince's- street, where there was a mob of from 
500 to 600 people ; then the troops charged up, and of course, left 
them behind. The troop advanced ^ong Prince's-street, and 
entered Queen-square by the north-west end ; witness entered by 
a nearer avenue, and made his way up to the avenue where the 
troops were to enter, arriving just before them. 

By the Court. — When the detachment of 3rd Dragoons went 
io tlie Square, they were commanded by Colonel Brereton.— When 
Alderman Camplin gaid to Capt. Warrington, " Will not you go 
yourself ? you had better go with us,** witness does not recollect 
that Capt. Warrington made any other observation or used other 
words than those he had just stated ; he bad repeated the words as 
near as possible. 

Lilah Francis examined.— Between half-past twelve on Sunday 
night, and half- past four on Monday morning, Lieut. -colonel Bre- 
reton might have received an official despatch, without witness's 
knowing it. Witness returned to No. 2, in Unity- street, on Sun- 
day the 30th, at a few minutes before twelve o'clock. The officer 
commanding in Brintol could have received an official communica- 
tion without his knowledge, from a little after ten o'clock to a little 
after four o'clock, the night of the 30th and morning of the 31st 
October. Witness made two official communications to him, be- 
tween the hours of half-past twelve and half-past two, on the afore- 
said night and morning. Witness and the officer commanding in 
Bristol were nnder the same roof, from one o'clock till pabt four on 
the Monday morning. The grounds on which witness, as adjutant 
of the district, suppose i that other official communications besides 
those he had named, could have reached him without witness being 
apprised of it, are because witness was not perpetually with Colonel 
Brereton. 

Cross-examined. — A communication might have reached him 
without his knowledge, as witness did not see him between one 
o'clock and about ipur o'clock. Does not know if any other offi- 
cial communication, excepting the two before alluded to, havipg 
been made within the same period. Neither of those two official 
commuications were from any officer or other ^rson of the 3rd 
Dragoon Guards. Tf Colonel Brereton had received an official 
communication, between the hours of three and four o'clock on 
Monday morning, witness should not, as district adjutant, have been 
informed of it. When witness saw the Colonel after four o'clock, 
as a matter of course he did not communicate to him (the witness) 
every communication. 

Sir Charles Dalbiac here announced, that the evidence on 
the second charge was closed, unless any circumstance, now un- 
foreseen^ should occur. He wished to ^submit, that although the 
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third ehai^ contuned four coants, yet he should not separate 
them, hut announce to the court the count or counts upon which 
their evidence would bear. 

Charles Orisley examined on the third charge. Waa in the 
n^ghbourhood of Queen-square, between two and three o'clock on 
Snnday afternoon, the 30th October, when a body of rioters were 
procee^ng to an attack of the New Gaol. Witness soon after- 
wards saw Aldermen A. Hilhouse and Savage,^ and a body of con- 
stables, beaten back and pelted by the said body of rioters, la the 
neighbourhood of the Gaol. In consequence thereof, and in the nan^e 
of tihe two aforesaid aldermen, witness proceeded to Reeves's Hot^, 
and to the Horse Bazaar, for the purpose of requirin|r the miKtary 
to proceed to the Gaol ; applied for that purpose at the Horae 
Bazaar ; a sergeant then took witness to Reeves's Hotelj where 
he saw Capt. Warrington, and delivered the ipessage to him ; 
Comet Kelson wa» present. Witness told Capt. W. that the mob 
were then breaking mto the gaol, and the magistrates wanted what 
troops he could send. He said he would send them immediately ; 
he said he was very fatigued ; he had been on duty all Satur£ty 
nig^t, and Sunday. Orders were given, in witness's presence^ by 
Capt. Warrington, in consequence of his requisition, to the sergeant 
who brought him down, to order out ten men inmfiediatdy, and 
desired Cornet Kelson to take charge of them, to proceed to the 
Mansion House, to join the g^ard there, and from thence to pro- 
ceed to the Gaol. The detachment of ten men, which turned out 
rom the Bazaar, under Comet Kelson^ formed in front of Reeves's 
Hotel, before witness left him. 

Lieutenant Francis examined. — On Monday afternoon the o^cer 
commanding in Bristol came to the Recruiting Office, between two 
and three o'clock, to the best of witness's recollection. Cannot 
sav how long he remained there ; he was backwards and forwards 
all day. Witness did not take orders from him about three o'clock, 
p.m., Sunday Oct. 30, to the officer commanding the 34 Dragoon 
Guards, to send a party to the New Gaol to quell the riots. 

Sir C. Dalbiac said, the questions to follow were not upon the 
first but second count. 

Examination resjimed, — Took an order from the officer copinriand- 
ing in Bristol, about eight o'clock that evening, to the offioer 
commanding the 3rd Dragoon Guards, for a ^arty to proceed to 
the Bishop's Palace, and delivered it to Comet Kelson. Witneas 
did not see Capt. Warrington there with his troop. 

By the Court. — Witness enquired for Capt. Warrington, as 
commanding-officer o' the troop. The reply was, he was not 
there ; Comet Kelsom immediately came forward, and wlti^ess 
delivered the order to him, and he acted*upon it* 

Seigeant l*laHs examined upon the first count— On Sunday after- 
noon, the 30th October, the officer commanding in Bristol came to. 
the recruiting office, at about three o'clock, to the best of witness's 
recollection, and remained more than an hour, he supposed. S^r- 
geanbi Dennege and "Norton were in attendance, besides witness oc- 
casionally. Witness was not sent with any letter fVom the officer 
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commanding in Bristol^ to the officer commanding 3rd Drago<«u, 
between the hours of two and four on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 30. 

Sergeant Dennege examined on the first count. Was not sent 
with any letter or order, from the officer commanding Srd dragoonSf 
between tWo and four o'clock on Sunday afternoon, 30th Octobw 
last. 

Sergeant Jouph Norton, recruiting staff, examined. — Was not 
sent with any letter or order from the officer commanding in 
Bristol, to the officer commanding 3rd dragoons, between two ard 
four o'clockon Sunday afternoon, 30th October last. 

Cornet Kelson eramined on the first count.— Has been in his 
Migesty^ service since the 8th June, 1830 ; proceeded in command 
of a detachment of the 3rd dragoons to the New City Gaol, a little 
after three o'clock in the afternoon of Sunday, October 30, by order 
of Ckpt. Warrington, and believes that the captain then remained in 
his qtiarters. Capt. Warring^n ordered witness to take ten or 
twenre men, and go into College Green, when he would see CoL 
Brereton; understood from Capt. Warrington, that he (witness) 
was going to the Gaol, but is doubtful whether Capt. Warrington 
ordered Mm to take up a party in Queen Square, or whether he told 
him to tell Col. Brereton there was such a party there, which he 
might take up if he thought it adviseable. Witness did|take up 
the party in Queen Square, in his way to the Gaol ; the total, 
strength of the detachment with which he went to the Gaol was 
twenty men. The Gaol was attacked, and threatened with de»- 
strucoon by the rioters, when he arrived at it ; the number of 
twen^ men includes the non-conmiissioned officers ; found Capt. 
Warrmgton in his quarters on his return from the Gaol. 

On the Second and Tiiird Count. — Received an order from the 
officer commanding in Bristol, about eight o'clock on Sunday 
evening, 30th October, for a detachment of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards, to proceed to the 'Bishop's Palace ; accordingly proceeded 
in conunand to the sud palace ; the strength of the detachment 
was twenty men; Capt. Warrington was not in his quarters at the 
time witness received the above order. The last time witness saw 
him wad about seven o'clock,.p.m. ; he g^ve him written instructions 
when he left Ids quarters ; toLd witness he was g^ing to General 
Pearson's, at Clifton, to ask his advice ; if he was wanted witness 
was to send a tervantto Gen. Pearson's for him. The detachment 
that wettt under witness's command to the Bishop's Pafatce, re- 
turned to its quarters at about half-past nine or a quarter before 
ten o'clock. Witness then found Captain Warring^ton in his bed- 
room ; he was in the act of getting into bed. At about a quarter 
before elisven he afterwards r^oined his troop at the Horse B«aaar, 
upon the occasion when the mob attacked Reeves's Hotel. 

ExUkhikied on the fourth Count. — Witness proceeded in eea^ 
mand of a deta^ihment of the 3rd Dragoons to Queen- square seme 
time befitfe five o'clock Monday morning, the 3l8t of October, by 
the orfers of Cat>t. Warrington. The strength of the detachment 
was twenty-one misn. When proceeding to the Square, in march- 
ing through College-green met Lieut.-col. Brereton, who aoooB»- 
pttoied witness to Queen-square. Two sides of the Square were 
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on fire, and the mob were destroying every thing : witness charged 
several times down the streets, and the back of the Mansion-house, 
and in the Square. Sent a message from Queen-square to Capt. 
Warrington : the nature of the message was to tell Capt. Warring- 
ton to bring up the squadron. The person who conveyed it was 
a dragoon of witness's own pBrty, by name Llewellin. Capt. 
Warrington arrived in Queen-square with the squadron at about 
seven o'clock. 

Cross-examined. — Witness has heretofore commanded detach- 
ments of the 3rd Dragoons : in 1830, during the riots both in 
Hampshire, and in the Forest of Dean, 1831. Capt. Warrington 
ordered witness to report himself and party to Col. Brereton in 
College-green, on his route to the Gaol, and to ask for orders. 
Witness received his orders for the troops to proceed to the Gaol 
firom Col. Brereton. When he stated that Capt. Warring^n was 
in bis bed-room, he never knew him to use it as a bed-room before, 
since his arrival in Bristol, till that moment. Had not known him 
to occupy any other room as a bed-room previous to that time ; 
he was not completely undressed when witness saw him in the 
bed- room ; had requested Capt. Warrington to lie down, and pro- 
mised him that if any thing was required witness would let him 
know in person. Capt. Warrington ordered witness to meet a Ma- 
gistrate m College- green, on the Monday morning, when he 
marched about half-past four o'clock. Witness cannot say whe- 
ther he also said Col. Brereton. He ordered witness to send an 
orderly for his reserve party, should it be required, or words to 
that effect. Witness did not know that the troops were to act, 
when he was ordered out with the party alluded to on the Monday 
morning, till he got to Queen-square. He gave the orders to act 
himself. 

Re-examined by Sir C. Dalbiac. — The original order which 
witness received to proceed in command of a detachment to the 
Gaol proceeded from Capt. Warrington, at Reeves's Hotel. He 
told him to turn out, and proceed to the Gaol ; he likewise ordered 
him to call in College-green for further orders. 

By Capt. Warrington, through the Court, Sir C. Dalbiac hav- 
ing assented. — Col. Brereton odered him on Sunday evening after 
his return from the Palace, to inform Capt. Warringfton, from him, 
that he would not call upon him till the last necessity, and not to 
move till he did. 

By the Court, — The squadron that Capt. Warringfton brought to 
witness's assistance on Monday morning, in Queen-square, con- 
sisted of twelve men. The order conveyed by witness from Col. 
Brereton to Capt. Warrington, he understood to refer to Capt. 
Warrington personally. When Capt. Wajrington was in his bed- 
room, at Reeves's Hotel, and about getting into bed, he was not 
in uniform. He had nothing but his drawers and shirt on. When 
he joined witness at seven o'clock on Monday morning, he took 
the command of his troop. He was at the Bazaar, with his troop, 
when the detachment turned out at five o'clock on Monday 
morning. 
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The Frbsident said, he spoke the feelings of the Conrt when 
he complimented Cornet Kelson on the straight forward manner 
in which he gaye his evidence upon all occasions. 

Henry Llnoellinf Private of the 3rd Dragoons, examined on the 
fourth count.— Conveyed a message from Comet Kelson, in Queen- 
square, to Capt Warrington at the Horse-bazaar, on Monday 
morning, the .Slst of October, between six and seven o'clock. 

By Capt. Warrington.— Found the reserve party quite ready to 
turn out, and they did turn out immediately after witness delivered 
the message. He returned with the party to Queen-square. 
They moved at a trot the whole way. Capt. Warrington conti- 
nued actively employed with his troop after he had taken the com- 
mand of it. 

John Calcom^ Waiter at Reeves's Hotel, examined on the se- 
cond and third Counts. — The hour after eight o'clock on Sunday 
evening at which Capt. Warrington returned to Reeves's Hotel 
was about ten, as near as witness can recollect. A body of rioters 
commenced an attack on Reeves's Hotel at about five or ten mi- 
minutes after eleven o'clock the same night ; at that time Capt. 
Warrington was in his bed-room. In consequence of that attack 
Capt. Warrington went out of a side^door to his troop, and he was 
mounted on his horse, the next time witness saw him near the 
side-door of the house, at the head of his troop. The troop im- 
mediately afterwards formed in the front of the Hotel. The num- 
ber of rioters that made the attack on Reeves's Hotel was from 
eight to ten or twelve ; in the first place they broke the spikes 
off the wfdl, and then broke the wmdows uf the rooms in the 
bottom part of the house. Witness concdves the greatest number 
of rioters he saw in and about the Hotel, during the attack, to be 
from twenty to twenty-five, and there may have been a few more. 

By Capt. Warrington. — Does not recollect that he saw Capt. 
Warrin^on speaking to Mrs Perry about eight o'clock on Snnday 
nigh% m the Hotel. When witness saw Capt. Warrington be- 
t|ieen eight and ten o'clock on Sunday evening, he desir^ him to 
send Mr. Kelson to him the moment he returned with his detach- 
ment. Capt. Warrington could have been it Reeves's Hotel after 
eight o'clock and before ten o'clock on Sunday evening withotit 
witness seeing him. Recollects that, on Sunday night, Mrs. Peiry, 
the landlady, was speaking to Capt. Warrington ; the predse time 
witness cannot recollect. Mrs. Ferry said, " Capt^ Warringixn^ 
you look very ill, and I think you had better go to bed, and I will 
make you something to take, for I tliink the cold shivers or ague 
are coming upon you." He said, ^' I think I will," and he de- 
sired witness to call him as quick as posdble if any thing should 
occur. Witness does not know that the clothes he had on were 
wet. From the time that elapsed after the mob commenced their 
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attack upon the Hotel and Capt. Warrington's appearance in uni- 
form, witness thinks he could not have been entirely undressed. 

SergeanU Major Martin examined on the First Count. — Was in 
command of a party of the 3rd Drag^oons, in Queen-square, be- 
tween the hours of two and four in the afternoon, on Sunday, the 
30th October, last. Comet Kelson came in Queen-square with 
another party of 3rd Dragoons, and ordered witness to join him 
with his party, and to proceed to the New Gaol. The strength of 
the party, when joined together, was twenty- one men. Captain 
Warrington was not with the party at any period, tiU the whole of 
them returned from the City Gaol. 

On the Second Count. — Witness accompanied a detachment of 
Captain Warrington's troop, to the Bishop's Palace, on the even- 
ing of the 30th October ; the detachment was commanded by Cor- 
net Kelson, but Colonel Brereton was present. The strength of 
the detachment was twentv men. To the best of his recollection. 
Colonel Brereton was the nrst to turn the party out. Cornet Kel- 
son formed the party, and gave them orders to march. Witness 
can speak positively as to Colonel Brereton having g^ven him the 
order to turn out the troop, or part of it, but cannot swear that he 
was present when Cornet Kelson paraded them and told them off. 
Witness did not see Lieutenant and Adjutant Francis at the Ba- 
zaar, at the time when the party turned out. Captain Warrington 
was absent from hb troop when the detachment turned out ; eight 
non-commissioned officers and men were absent from the Bazaar, 
at the time when the detachment turned out. To the best of his 
recollection. Captain Warrington did not join and take the com- 
mand of the said detachmeflt at any time before it returned to 
quarters. 

On the Fourth Count. — Was on duty with a detachment of 3rd 
Dragoons, which left the Horse Bazaar some time before five 
o'clock in the morning of the 31st October, for Queen-square. It 
was ordered out by Captain Warrington, and commanded by Cor- 
net Kelson ; its strength was twenty-one men j Captain Warrihgpton 
remained behind in quarters. 

By Captain Warrington. — Recollects seeing Colonel Brereton 
immediately after the detachment that went to the Palace, left the 
Bazaar, and he remained with them till they returned to College- 
green. He was with them at the Bi8hot)'8 Palace, the whole tjpie. 
The party returned direct from College-green to their quarters. 
' Sir C. Dalbiac rose and said, Mr. President, and the members 
of this Honourable Company, I have to announce to the Court, 
that the evidence on the part of the prosecution is now closed. 

The President said, it is now my duty to call upon Captain 
Warrington, to know what time he requires to prepare his de- 
fence ? 

Captain Warrington requested till Monday next. 

The President swd, there could be no objection to that ar- 
rangement, and the Court was accordingly adjourned till Monday 
next, at ten o'clock. 
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MONDAY, January 30. 

The Court was excessively crowded, more so than "w6 
remember it upon anv former occasion. The Officers 
composing the Court-Martial entered the Hall at a few 
minutes after ten o'clock. 

It being found utterly impossible for them to gain pos- 
session of their seats, or to proceed with the business of the 
Court, in consequence of the great number of persons 
present, General Fane directed the Court to be cleared, 
which was partially eflFected under the directions of Major 
Mackworth, who very gallantly fixed upon the gentlemen 
for exclusion. 

Captain Thompson stated, that he had received a letter, 
stating that in consequence of Major General Pearson 
being seriously indisposed, he could not attend the sum- 
mons of the Court 

Mr, Smerdouy surgeon, was sworn, and deposed to the 
illness of General Pearson, who would not be able to 
attend the Court under a week ; he might, however, give 
testimony to-morrow he thought. 

General Fane said, it b^ame his duty to call upon 
Captain Warrington, to know whether he would be pre- 
pared to proceed with his defence, or whether he would 
require time, in consequence of the illness of General 
Pearson. 

Captain Warrington replied that he would proceed with 
his defence, until the testimony of General Pearson was 
required, when he must request an adjournment. 

Captain Warrington then rose, and read the following 
address, in an impressive manner, evidently betraying the 
sincerity of his feelings, as expressed in his 

DEFENCE. 

"General Sir Henry Fane, and the Members of this 
Honourable Court; — ^When the honourable and gallant 
Greneral, upon whom has devolved the duty of conducting 
this prosecution against me, stated to the Court, that it 
was with feelings of an afflicting nature, that he found 
himself engaged in so invidious a line of dut^, I give the 
most implicit credit to the sincerity of that declaration. 
And if he felt the necessity of bespeaking your indul- 
gence, on account of the pitiii^l situation in which he 
was placed, it may perhaps be permitted to me, without 
the appearance of presumption, to request a similar indul- 
gence on my part 

"Having, for tiie first time in my life, to speak before 
any lusembly, and that under circumstances so novel and 
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painful, hearing myself designated as the * prisoner at the 
bar,' to be subjiected to the forms and ceremonies inci^ 
dental to that situation, naturally increases my embarrass- 
ment; 

'' When I reflect that as one engaged in an honourable 
profession, by which 1 must hope to live, 1 have hanging 
aver me an imputation on my conduct as a military man; 
which by my own desire 1 am now endeavouring to- repel, 
I trust I may have some claim to the indulgence of this 
honourable Court. 

*' By the address of my prosecutor, I have been ap^nised 
that 1 am tried upon charges founded on the proceedings 
of a Court of Enquiry, which was held on my superior 
and commanding officer. But when my prosecutor so 
feelingly and so eloquently deplored his melancholy fiSite, 
in language more appropriate and forcible than 1 could 
describe, how much more must I inwardly lament his loss, 
under whose orders I had served, and who could, if living, 
have best satisfied this honourable Court, whether, in any 
one instance, while under his command, I had beeiiiii* 
attentive to my duty. The Court is already aware, that 
the orders given by the late commander or the troops, 
during the riots, were generally verbal. I will on no oc- 
casion ask this honourable Court to receive my assurance 
that 1 had an order for any particular duty in the absence 
of proof to support my assertion. And nere permit me 
to observe, that following the example of my prosecutor, 
and the dictates of my own hearty 1 shall endeavour, onfall 
occasions, so far as in my power lies, to avoid all mention 
of a name which cannot be uttered without giving me 
pain. I would sooner suflFer any degradation, or bear all the 
odium of these charges, than I would place one blot upon 
his escutcheon. 

" Nor is my embarrassment in any way diminished by 
the generosity of my prosecutor, in having expressed an 
interest in the fete or so humble an individual as myself, 
especially when coming from an officer so justly distin- 
guished ; it imposes upon me a debt of gratitude, that will 
leave me ever to regret, that my conduct should even for 
d moment have made an unfavourable impression upon 
the mind of one, whose good opinion it would have been 
my greatest pride to have deserved, and who, as the public 
prosecutor, has discharged his duty without any vindic- 
tiveness or personality towards me. 1 labour under . an 
additional disadvantage in being comi)elled to speak wholly 
of myself, in tlie presence of a tribunal composed of 
officers, whose gallant services in the field have been 
crowned by tile most marked aj^probation of their sovereign. 
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*^ But when I reflect upon the eventful circumstance^ 
connected with this enquiry — ^the immense loss of life and 
property, at a time when my conduct is censured; the late 
awful catastrophe, which still throws such a gloom over 
this city ; and the yet more recent and appalling sacrifice 
made within these lew hours, and within a short distance^ 
of these walls, as an atonement to the offended laws of the 
country; when I reflect that I myself am compelled, at 
this particular juncture, to launch my bark amongst the 
shoals and breakers that have jH'oved destructive iq 
so many others, I may well be unfitted for any struggle, 
however necessary for the preservation of my honour. 

'^ I cannot but be sensible that statements have been 
sent forth to the world, in various forms, reflecting on the 
militarv service durins the Bristol riots, and in particular 
upon the conduct of ue troop which I had the honour to 
command ; but these statements having so long remained 
uncontradicted, made me anji^ious, irom the commence^ 
mi€9&t of this trial, to let some refutation follow each 
attempt to substantiate anv charge. Notwithstanding 
these difiiculties I will endeavour to meet the charges, 
throwing myself upon the indulg;ence of this honourable 
Court for the inability and inef&ciency of my attempt 

'* Although it will become necessary for me to make 
some allusion to the conduct of others, I do not desire or 
intend to evince any vindictive feeling, or to retaliate upon 
those whose public statements have been calculated to re- 
move odium and responsibility from the civil to the mili- 
tary authorities. I desire to confine myself as strictiy as 
possible to a refutation of the charges against me, and if J. 
could be so ungenerous as to intend more, my profound 
respect for this honourable Court would at once deter me 
from the attempt; and, after havinff stated the various 
4ifficulties under which I labour, I should do injustice to 
my own feelings if I did not acknowledge that there is 
one circumstance connected with these proceedings whi^h 
affords me consolation, and which I hope, without tiiue 
suspicion of flattery, I may be permitted to mention ; it is 
that mv honour and character are entrusted to such an 
assembly, over which there presides one who has not been 
more hi^lily renowned for his gallantry in the field, than 
distinguished for a reach of ability, which renders it unne- 
cessary to consult the high authority on his right hand, 
and for impartiality proverbial throughout the army. 

'' Having taken the liberty of making these general re- 
marks, I shall now proceed to trouble the Court with some 
observations more immediately connected with these 
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charges ; and I shall endeavour to do so as briefly as pos- 
sible. 

" Upon the first, I humbly submit that, being under the 
immediate command of Lieut.-colonel Brereton from the 
moment that my troop arrived in Bristol, nothing but his 
express orders, the written requisition or presence of a 
Magistrate, could, therefore, have released me from that 
command. 

" I do not mean to question Mr. Kington's respectability, 
but, as he told me that he was not a Magistrate, and as his 
communication was merely verbal, and not proceeding 
from any official source, I appeal to this honourable Court 
how far I was bound, in the words of the charge, *■ to order 
out the troop,' or to forward to my commanding officer 
either that or the other numerous verbal communications 
received that night ; particularly when I had reason for 
supposing that there was an intention on the part of the 
rioters to separate my force. 

"I can prove that I invariably directed Hhe persons 
making these unauthenticated communications to the com- 
manding officer. 

*' Mr. Kington and several others speak to my anxiety to 
meet their wishes, and that my non-compliance arose solely 
from a want of proper authority. In this instance, I sub- 
mit that my refusal to turn out was in strict accordance 
with the oraers of my commander, and Uie rules of the 
service, particularly with the instructions under which I 
acted last winter in the south-west district 

" On the second charge, I would observe, that on Mon- 
day morning, the 31st October, about half-past three 
o'clock, a letter was brought by two gentlemen to the 
quarters of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, addressed to Lieut- 
colonel Brereton, or * the officer commanding his Ma- 
jesty's troops,' as stated. Upon reading tfie direction, I 
refused to break the seal, observing that ibe Colonel was 
tov^ found at the Adjutant's quarters, close by. (No. 2, 
Vmbf -^street) When repeatedly urged by those gentle« 
men to open the letter, one of them ofiering to take the 
'responsibility upon himself, I was persuaded to do so, and 
read its contents in their hearing. I pressed them to take 
it immediately to the Colonel, and offered to return it, but 
they refused to receive it In their presence I desired 
Sergeant JDeane to give directions to the half of the troop, 
which was not bridled up, to get ready immediately, 
firmly believing that they were j^one to Colonel Brereton' s, 
to apprise him of the'commumcatioa fipom the Mayor. 

'I will prove, to the satk&ction of tiie Court, that. 
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upon the subsequent application of the Magistrate re- 
ferred to in the charge, 1 evinced every readiness to co* 
operate with him. I do, however, deeply regret that I 
relied upon those gentlemen to communicate to my com- 
manding officer the contents of the letter, instead of taking 
the more military course of dispatching it by an orderly. 
I humbly solicit, on this explanation, the indulgence and 
favourable consideration of this honourable Court 

''The drd charge comprises portions of two days, 
namely, the 30th and 3 1st of October, and states that, at 
different times on those days, when the excesses were 
committed, the troop under my command was then the 
only military force in Bristol, that I ought to have been 
within immediajbe call of the quarters, and command any 
detachment that was ordered out, but that 1 greatly neg- 
lected and violated my duty in several respects. 

" In the first count, that about four in the afternoon of 
the 30th October, I ordered out a detachment of two thirds 
of the troop to the City Gaol, under the sole command of 
a young Cornet. Now it apjpears, by the evidence of 
Cornet Kelson, that I sent him with ten or twelve men 
only to CoUege-^reen to Colonel Brereton; and although 
Cornet Kelson did not exactly recollect whether I ordered 
him to take up a party in the Square, or io tell the Col. 
that there was a party in the Square which might be spared, 
I will make it appear distinctly that the latter was my 
order; so that, instead of sending a great proportion of 
the troop, I only sent out ten or twelve men, and they were 
not ordered by me to the Gaol, but to report themselves 
at College-green to the Colonel, and ask for orders. They \ 
were ordered by him to the Gaol ; and whatever might be 
Cornet Kelson's period of service, it has been proved that 
he was employed in 1830 and 1831 in the disturbed dis- 
tricts, -where he acquitted himself creditably; and on the 
30th October, the day in question, he was frequently 
under the superintendence of Colonel Brereton, who 
might be presumed to be the best judge of his competency 
when he dispatched him to the Gaol. 

" The second count states, that while the troop was in 
quarters, on the 30th of October, I absented myself for 
a considerable space of time; and that, during my absence, 
a detachment was called out to protect the Bishop's Palace; 
that it proceeded under the command of one troop-officer 
only. With respect to this count, I will not for a moment 
deny the fact of my absence, but I will state to the Court 
the reason of it, and wiU prove the steps 1 took before I 
< left the neighbourhood of my quarters. 
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" The Court will not, I trust, consider my conduct at 
the result of indifference, or the want of the tigour dftd 
activity requisite in my situation. On all former occasions, 
when t was employed on similar duties, the force under 
my eommand was invariably accompanied by a Magistrate ; 
but finding the case so different at Bristol, I wished for the 
advice of some experienced ofl&cer, to sanction me in re- 
sorting to extremities.* 

" Having heard that General Pearson, an officer of great 
experience and distinction, resided at Clifton, I stated to 
Comet Kelson my intention to go, while the city appeared 
quiet, and ask the Greneral's advice, although I i^as a total 
stranger to him. 

" As I left my quarters a little before eight in the even- 
ing, I called to enquire if the officer commanding the 
troops had any orders for me, which I will prove, and that 
Colonel Brereton answered that he had not. 

*' I went as fest as I could to General Pearson^s, aqid 
stayed there about five minutes. ' 

"The General will prove the short communication I 
had with him. I returned immediately to my quarters, 
and was seen there before nine o'clock, 

" On my return, I learnt that a detachment had been 
ordered out. Lieutenant and Adjutant Francis states that 
the order he took was for a party only ; but 1 am ready to 
admit, strictly speaking, I had no riffht to absent myself 
fbr a moment. I trust, however, tnat this honourable 
Court will see the anxiety I evinced to meet the exigencies 
of my situation, and will not condemn the motive which 
• induced my absence. 

" The third count alleges, that having returned to my 
quarters during^ the absence of the detachment, in place 
of proceeding to join the same, or of waiting its return, I 
did, before the return of the detachment, which was about 
ten o'clock in Uie same evening, retire to my bed. 

" I hope the facts relating to this charge are already 
understood. Comet Kelson has proved that I waited the 
return of the detachment. The landlady of Reeves's hotel 
had observed some ague symptoms upon me, and, with 
difficulty, prevailed upon me to retire to a bed'-room. 

^' Cornet Kelson saw that I had not all my clothes off, 
at a quarter before ten o'clock. John Corfield, the waiter, 
states that I could not have been wholly undressed, from 
i^e short time that elapsed between tne attack on the 
house and my appearance in uniform, coming down the 
Btairs, on my way to ^ stables. 

By Mr. Kington^s •evidence it appeals that, at about ten 
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or half-past ten, he saw me mounted at the head of my 
troop* So that, taking Cornet Kelson's statement of time 
when he left me in the room, and Mr. Kington's evideii^e 
of my being oa horseback, in half-an-hour after or iiiere« 
abouts, the charge will resolve itself to this, that, while 
suffering under a shivering fit, firom the consequences <^ 
clothes which had been wetted repeatedly during the 
twenty-four hours, I retired to change; that after, and not 
before, the return of Cornet Kelson and the detachment^ 
I was seen by the Cornet partially undressed, and received 
a distinct pledge from him, when he left the room, that 
if any thing was wanted he himself would immediately 
report to me. 

" The fourth count of the third charge states, that be- 
tween four and five o'clock, on the morning of the 31st 
of October, when a detachment of the troop was called 
out to stop the progress of the riots, in Queen-square, I 
permitted the detachment to proc^d on such service 
under the sole command of Cornet Kelson, while I re» 
mained inactive in my quarters, 

** N>ow, the fact is, that the detachment in question was 
not ordered by me to the scene of the riots ; they were 
not in Queen-square under the sole coounand of the said 
Cornet; aad I did not remain inactive in my quarter9. 
But, on the contrary, I remained at quarters with ten or 
twelve men as a reserve, by Colonel Brereton's express 
orders, and marched off a detachment under Comet Kel- 
son, desiring him to go to CoUege-^reen, where Colonel 
Btiereton and a Magistrate would join them, and if there 
was any thing to do 1 was instantly to be inlbrmed. They 
proceeded to Queen-square from College-green, under the 
immediate command of Colonel Brereton. As soon as 
they were ordered to charge I was sent for, and lost not a 
moment in bringing up> me renuonder of the troop and 
putting myself at their head. We afterwards frequently 
charged the mob, and greatly contributed Ift queUing the 
riots. 

" To come, however, to the concluding part of these 
charges which insinuates, in general terms, tiiat through- 
out the period of the riots there was a want of activity and 
vigour, requisite in the situation in which 1 was placed, 
almost approaching to a sympathy with the rioters; | 
propose, with the permission of this honourable Court, ta 
call Major Mackworth, Major Beckwith, and the Officers 
of the 14th Light Dragoons, to state their opinion of my 
conduct when uey saw me employed during the riots. % 
propose to jmt in several testimoniala of Offi^ceis under 
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whose command I have been, among them those of Major-» 
general Sir John Browne, Colonel me Honourable George 
Abercrombie, Colonel Story, Majors Maunsell, Hadden, 
and Frazer. 1 have also testimonials from two gentlemen 
who had freouent opportunities, as Magistrates, in the 
South West District, of observing my readiness to co- 
operate with the civil power. One of these gentlemen 
was that distinguished Ofl&cer, General Sir Hussey Vivian; 
the other. Sir vV^illiam Heathcote, one of the most active 
and able Magistrates in the district; that, gentleman, or 
some other Magistrate, invariably accompamed the troops 
when called out to quell riots. 

" I have many apologies to offer for having so long tres- 
passed on the time of the Court ; my anxiety may have 
led me to do so at greater length, from regard to the gsdlant 
regiment to which I belong ; from the recollection that 
my father and brother are both soldiers ; that my grand- 
iauier, great grandfather, and almost every male relation 
and connexion, for centuries past, have held commissions 
in the British Army. 

'^ In conclusion, allow me to add, that no one can more 
deeply deplore the excesses that occurred, and the cala- 
mities that followed the disgraceful riots in this city : and 
I confidently hope that my conduct will in no way be 
considered as supporting the accusations against me.^* 

Documentary evidence was then put in and read. 

The first was a letter from Sir Hussey Vivian, which 
stated that from tibe opportunity which tne writer had of 
witnessing the conduct of Captain Warrington, in sup- 
pressing tne disturbances in Hampshire, that he displayed 
all the zeal and activity that could be required. 

The second, from Sir W. Heathcote, a Magistrate of 
Hants, expressed the grateful recollections of that gentle- 
man for the zealous and active co-operation he received 
firom Captain Warrington, during the riots in that part of 
England. 

The third, another communication from the same gen- 
tleman, stated it to be the invariable custom for every 
detachment of military employed on that service, to be 
accompanied by one or more Magistrates. 

The fourth, a letter frx>m Major-general Sir John 
Browne, stated that the conduct of Captain Warrington, 
as an officer and a gentleman, whilst under the command 
of the writer, was such as to merit his warmest approval. 

The fifth, from Lieut-col. Storey, of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards, declared the conduct of Captain Warrington to 
have been always perfectly correct, and that he was most 
zealous in the (uscharge or his military duty. 
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The sixth, from Lieutenant-colonel Abercrombie, bore 
testimony to the excellent conduct of Captain Warrington, 
as an officer and a gentleman. It stated him to be worthy, 
in all respects, as a British officer ; zealous and active in 
the discharge of his duties ; and that the writer would have 
felt the utmost confidence in Captain Warrington acquit- 
ting himself, on every occasion, creditably and honour- 
ably. 

The seventh, from Major Hadden, of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards, stated his character to be most exemplary in every 
respect ; and that his zeal, activity, and intelligence was 
such, as to render him an ornament to the profession. 

The eighth, from Major-general Maunsell, of the 3rd 
Dragoon Guards, declared Captain Warrington to be most 
attentive to his duties, and most zealous in the perform- 
ance of them. In November, 1830, when under the 
writer's command, he had acquitted himself to his perfect 
satisfaction. 

The ninth, from Mr. John Frazer, formerly Staff-major 
at the Cavalry Dep6t, Maidstone, stated that during flie 
eighteen months Captain Warrington was under him, he 
had entertained the highest opinion of his conduct and 
principles as an officer and a gentleman. 

The following witnesses were then called: 

Cornet Kelson examined on the first charge. Heard 
Colonel Brereton give orders to Captain Warrington, 
when he was marching into Bristol, on Saturday morning, 
the 29th October; he told Capt. W. that he was going to 
remain with the 14th Dragoons in the Cattle Market, and 
that all orders would come to Captain Warrington through 
him, (Lieut-colonel Brereton.) Some further conversation 
took place, but witness does not recollect it sufficiently to 
repeat it. 

Private Thomas Denny, 3d Dragoons, on the first charge. 
Heard Colonel Brereton give orders to Capt. Warrington, 
as he was marching into Bristol with his troop on Satur- 
day morning, the 29th of October, if the troop should be 
wanted or any part of it whatever, it was not to turn out 
without a written order from him (Col. B.), or a requisi- 
sition, signed by two magistrates. Three persons called 
at Leigh's stables, on Sunday evening, the 30th Octob*. » 
between ten and twelve o'clock, to ask for military aid. 
Heard Captain Warrington ask those persons if they were 
magistrates, and he referred them to Colonel Brereton's 
quarters. 

Private Cole, 3rd Dragoons, on the first charge. Heard 
Colonel Brereton give orders to Captain Warrington, as 
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his troop was marching into Bristol, on Saturday morn- 
ing, the 29th of October, that he was not to move his troop 
from the Gaol without the order of two Magistrates. Wit- 
ness did not hear him give general orders, on his march to 
Bristol, or for his guidance whilst in Bristol, other than 
what he had stated. Three persoivs called at Leigh's stables, 
between ten and twelve o'clock on Sunday night, the 30th 
of October, to ask the assistance of Captam W arrington's 
troop. Heard Captain W. ask them if they were Magis- 
trates; they replied they were not. Heard Captain VV. 
re^ them to Colonel Brereton, at his Quarters; Capt W. 
expressed his readiness to go out with tne troop, if he had 
an order firom a Magistrate to do so. 

Private Bromley, 3rd ^ragoons, on the first charge. 
Heard Colonel Brereton give Captain Warrington orders, 
when marching into Bristol on the 29th of October. When 
they came over the Bridge, they were joined by Colonel 
Brereton; he accompanied them nearly to the Gaol, and 
told Captain W. that he would not have an opportunity 
of being in the immediate vicinity of where the troops 
were stationed, as his duty would call him to different 
parts of the city ; that he (Colonel Brereton) should keep 
up a continual communication with the Magistrates; and 
he ordered Captain W. not to take out his troop, or to 
furnish any party, without an order direct from him, or a 
requisition, signed by two Magistrates. 

Seraeant' Major M^Leod, on the first charge. Saw the 
Doddmgton troop of Yeomanry Cavalry in Bristol, on 
Sunday, the 30th of October last; it formed in front of the 
Recruiting-office in College-green, at about eleven o'clock 
that night; knows nothing of the strength of that troop. 

Comet Kelson examined, on the second charge. Saw 
Captain Warrington at Leigh's stables, on Monday morn- 
ing, the 31st of October, at about three o'clock, reading a 
letter; did not see it delivered, and cannot say to whom it 
was addressed, or the purport of it. The Captain remained 
in conversation with the persons who brought him the 
letter about ten minutes. Heard either Captain W. or the 
troop Sergeant-Major say, that it was the King's regula- 
tion that a Magistrate shoiild accompany any party going 
out 

Cross-examination. — Cannot recollect which it was (Capt. 
Warrington or the Serjeant- Major) that made the observa- 
tion; if made by the troop Sergeant- Major, it was in Capt. 
W.'s presence. 
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Sergeant DeanCj on the second charge. — Saw a note de- 
livered to Captain Warrington, on Monday morning, the 
Slat of October, at Leigh^s Bazaar, at about a quarter to 
four o'clock; heard a conversation between the bearers of 
the note and Capt W. When the gentlemen brought tibe 
note, they asked witness for the commanding officer; 
thought they meant Captain Warrington, and directed 
them to the stable where he was, amongst the horses. 
Capt. W, requested witness to go and get a liffht; he did 
so, and then the Captain read a note, and told them that 
he was not the commanding officer, and requested them to 
take the note to Col. Brereton, at the corner of College- 
green, and that they would be sure to find him there, at 
the district Adjutants lodgings. They then answered, that 
they had been looking for CoL B. for three quarters of an 
hour or better, and could not find him. Capt Warrington 
then expressed hi» willingness to act, if he could get a 
proper order, or be accompanied by a Magistrate. Wit- 
ness heard one of the eentlemen request Capt W. to open 
the letter, saying, if -he would, he would be responsible. 
Captain Warrington ordered, in their presence, that the 
horses which were not bridled should be bridled up im- 
mediately, as he expected to have orders to turn put 
immediately. Witness had reason to believe that the 
gentlemen who delivered the letter were gone, subse- 
quently to this conversation, in search of the Commander 
of the troops, because at the time they were going away. 
Captain Warirngton requested of them to go to the comer 
of College-green, where they would find CoL Brereton; 
and some time afterwards. Captain Warrington said to wit- 
ness, '* My Grod I what a time those sentlemien are away T 
After the receipt of the letter, and before the detachment 
turned put to ^ to Queen-square, saw a gentleman call on 
Captain Warrington; he was talkinff to lum about the 
services of liie troop, and Capt W. told him, *' I am ready 
and willing to act at any moment, if I can only see a Ma- 
gistrate.'^ He said, ** I am a Ma^strate;*' Capt W. said, 
"then accompany me." He hesitated for some time, and 
asked if that was according to regulations. Capt W. said 
it was, or an order signed by two Magistrates. He then 
requested Captain Warrington to go with him to Colonel 
Brereton. As Capt W. went away with him, he ordered 
every man to stand to his horse. Capt. W. shewed a wil- 
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lingness to go to Queen-square, in case he had proper 
aumority for that purpose. I do not remember that the 
person who had represented himself to be a Magistrate, 
offered to go with the detachment 

Sergeant- Major Martin^ on the second charge. — Saw a 
letter delivered to Captain Warrington, on Monday morn- 
ing, the 31st of October, at between three and four o'clock, 
to the best of his knowledge; heard a conversation between 
Capt. W. and the bearers of the letter; they requested 
Capt. W. to open it, and he at first refused; after some 
talKing, they said they would take the responsibility upon 
themselves. Captain Warrington then complied, ana after- 
wards the bearers of the letter left the Bazaar. When they 
were going away, Capt. W. ordered witness to go and get 
the hSf of the troop which was unbridled, bridled up. It 
is witness's impression that those gentlemen were not 
within hearing when that order was given. Saw a person 
call at Leigh's stables, on Monday morning, the 31st of 
October, and heard him state to Captain Warrington that 
he was a Magistrate; when he first came in, he told Capt. 
Warrington that things had arrived at such a pitch that he 
must insist upon his resorting to the utmost extremity. 
Capt. W. replied, that if he would shew him a Magistrate, 
he was ready to attend at any moment. He then replied, 
** I am a Magistrate," Capt. W. then said, " If you will 
attend me, I am ready to go." The person then a9ked 
whether it was according to regulation that Captain W. 
should be attended by a Magistrate; he replied, " Yes." 
The person calling himself a Magistrate, then requested 
Captain Warrington to attend him to Colonel Brereton'sH 
Capt. W. went in consequence. The conversation took 
place in the Horse Bazaar. 

[A great number of ladies and gentlemen within the bar 
having mounted themselves on the chairs and stools, the 
President said, " I must say it is very unfair towards the 
public without the bar, for those within the bar to stand 
up. (Loud cries qf^^ heart hear,^* without the bar,) The 
Court is going to adjourn for a few minutes, and I hope 
when I come back I shall find those persons sitting down." 
(Cries of " Hear" and " Bravo" without the bar,) The 
ladies and gentlemen referred to here sat down. Upon 
the re-assembling of the Court, in consequence of the oen- 
sity of the numbers present, considerable difficulty was 
experienced in making the passage for witnesses. The 
President said, that unless gentlemen gave way to the 
sentries, he should be reluctantly compelled to arm the 
men with their muskets, and let them cross the door, in 
order that tiiey may keep a passage.] 
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Privaie LlewelUn examined, on the third charge.->*Wa8 
one of the party which accompanied Cornet Kelson to the 
City Gaol, on Sunday afternoon, the 30th of October. 
Heard Capt Warrington give Comet Kelson orders that 
he was to march a aetachment to College-ereen, and to 
form them there, and to wait for further orders from CoL 
Brereton. Heard Col. B. desire Cornet Kelson to go to 
the Mansion-house, take up that party, and proceed to 
the Gaol. 

Sergeant Deane, on the third charge. — ^Accompanied a 
party of the 3rd Dragoons, under Comet Kelson, from 
Leigh's stables to College-ereen, at about four o'clock on 
Sunday afternoon, the 30(h of October. The strength of 
the party was eleven, and it was directed, when it left 
Leigh's stables, to go to Colleee*green. 

Thomas Darrelly Esq., on the third charge.— -Accompa- 
nied an officer, but does not know whether it was Captain 
Warrington, from the front of Reeves's Hotel, to Colonel 
Brereton's lodgings, in Unity-street, on the 30th of Oct., 
between seven and eight o'clock in the evening. Heard a 
few words take place on that occasion, between the officer 
he accompanied and Colonel Brereton. When witness 
went in with the officer, he asked, '' Where is Colonel 
Brereton?" Major EUard was there and CoL B. The 
officer witness went with, asked CoL B. what was to be 
done? He replied, *' Ido not know; I have had no orders." 
Did not hear the officer whom he accompanied enquire of 
Colonel Brereton if he had &ny orders for him. Recollects 
that Col. B.'s expression was, ** I know not what is to bo 
done; I have no orders." 

Th(ymas Pomfret, on the third charge. — Am servant to 
General Pearson. Saw Captain Warrington call at Gen. 
Pearson's on Sunday evening, the 30th of October, as near 
as witness can recoUect, between six and seven o'clock. 
General Pearson resided, at that time, at Prospect Cottage, 
Somerset-place, Clifton. iG^eneral P. dined that day at 
five o'clock, and dinner waa over when Capt Warrington 
arrived; he remained with the (ieneral about four or five 
minutes. Capt. Warrington was in uniform, to the best of 
witness's opinion; oif that night the weather was wet. 
Cannot recollect how lone it was aft»r General Pearson's 
dinner hour that Captain Warrington called. 

By the Court. — Cannot recollect whether Captain War- 
rington came on horseback or on foot; there were several 
steps leading to the door, and witness did not notice whe- 
ther he had a horse or not. 

Capt Warrington said, — '* I regret to state to the Court, 
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that General Pearson is dangerously ill,' and I have just 
received an afiBidavit which I wish to submit to the Court" 
In reply to an observation b;^ the President, he said, tiiat 
" he was desirous of preventing delay by offering the af- 
fidavit, in place of the evidence of General Pearson." 

The Judge- Advocate said, there was no objection to 
this method of procedure, provided the Prosecutor or ^e 
Court did not object, and would wave tlieir claim to a 
cross-examination. 

Sir Charles DX^biac said, his objection would depend 
upon the nature of the affidavit. 

The President said, that it appeared to him that the 
gravamen of the charge consisted in Captain Warrington's 
having absented himself from his quarters. Capt War- 
rington had admitted that he did absent himself from 
quarters, but at the same time he had proved, that he did 
so for the purpose of consulting Gen. Pearson, which was 
an excuse for the opinion of the Court 

Sir Charles Dalbiac -said, he conceived that if the 4th 
count only was under consideration, he should then agree 
with the Court, but he conceived the 2nd and 3rd counts 
were so intimately linked together, althou^ distinctly laid, 
that the evidence affecting one must affect the other. 

The President said, that the pith of the 3rd count 
was, that Capt Warrington went to bed, and did not pro- 
ceed to join his troop, and he did not see how the evidence 
of Gencnnal Pearson would affect the case. 
- After some further conversation, the Jud^e- Advocate 
was appealed to on the admissibility of the evidence. He 
stated, that, in cases like the present, such evidence was 
not admissible without the assent of the Prosecutor, who 
said that he did not consider it consistent with his duty to 
vaffer its admission, as there was one paragraph in the af- 
fidavit upon which he considered it necessary to cross- 
examine the witnesses. 

Capt Warrington having been informed by the Judge- 
Advocate, that be had a legal right to wave the evidence 
of the General altogether, rose and said, — Mr. Newmaui 
the magistrate before whom, the affidavit was sworn, is 
now in Court, and will swear that General Pearson is in 
such a state as to render it extremely doubtfiil, if the 
affidavit is not received, whether General Pearson will be 
Cfver enabled to give evidence at all; under these circum- 
irtances, if the Prosecutor continued his objection, he would 
himself wave the affidavit and the evidence of General 
Pearson altogether, he having offered the best evidence in 
his power. 
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Martin DooUng^ Private Srd Dragoons, on the ard 
Charge. — Received orders fiom Coraet Kelson, on Sunday 
nighC the 30th Oct , to go to Gen. Pearson's for Captain 
Warrington, at about. eight o'clock. The orders were to 
go to Somerset Cottage, and t^ Capt Warrington to re» 
turn immediately. Witness went to Somerset House by 
mistake, when he was directed to Somerset Cottage from 
there. Did not find Capt Warrington there; the servant 
at Somerset Cottage said Captain Warrington had left the 
house some time, but did noik mention how long. Witness 
returned direct from Somerset Cottage to the Horse Ba* 
zaar. Does not know whether the house which he went 
to that night, called Somerset Cottage, was at that time 
the residence of Gen. Pearson. Knows that Gen, Pearson 
now lives there. Directly after his return from Somerset 
Cottage, saw Capt. Warrington at the Horse Bazaar; as 
nearly as he can recollect this was about nine o'clock. 

Gen. Dalbiac here put a question, which was objected 
to, as not havinff arisen out of the evidence. The Judge- 
Advocate said that, according to the law, if he understood 
it, he had a right to put the question, even if it did not 
arise out of the evidence. 

The President then required Sir Charles to proceed, 
the Judge- Advocate having so explained the law. 

The Judge- Advocate. — ^If I am not mistaken, such is 
the law. I am no lawyer, and *— 

The President. — Oh I Capt Thompson, you must not 
say you are no lawyer. You know you are here as our 
lawyer. You must not say you are no lawyer. 

Cross-examined. — ^Does not know how many men and 
horses of the Srd Dragoons were at the Horse Bazaar, after 
Capt Warrington arrived there from Somerset Place. 

On a question being put, as to whether Capt Warring* 
ton went to Gen. Pearson's on horseback or on foot, Capt. 
W. admitted that he went on foot 

John Calcom^ examined on 3rd count-— Was sent for 
some medicine for Capt Warrington, on Sunday evening, 
30th October. 

Comet Kelson^ on 3rd count-— Captain Warrington did 
not absent himself from his quarters at Reeves's Hotel, as 
far as witness knows, at any time during the Bristol riots, 
except when he was on duty, and when he told witness 
he was going to Gen. Pearson's. Observed that he was ill 
on Sunday evening, 9(Hh Oct 

Cross-examined.-:~Captain Warrington complained of 
being unwell at about five o'clock thai afternoon. 

By the Court. — ^Believes it was raining at some period 
between seven and nine o^clock on that evening. 
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Thomas Denny,, Private 3rd Dragoons. — ^Heard Colonel 
Brereton give oitlers to Capt. Warrington, on the morning 
of Monday, the Slst Oct, between the hours of three and 
four o'clock, at Leigh's Stables. Col. Brereton was coming 
on horseback after Capt Warrington. He called Captain 
Warrington, and ordered him to get his troop out imme- 
diately, or a part of it. Capt Warrington said he wished 
to eo himself, with the whole of his troop. Col. Brereton 
said *' No— you shall remain at the Bazaar, with a few 
men, as a reserve." Captain Warrington said, '' I would 
much rather ^o out myself." CoL Brereton said, " No, 
Captain, I think you are very much fatigued, and want 
some rest, for you look very poorly." Capt Warrinffton 
answered, '* he was no more so than Mr. Kelson and the 
rest of his troop." Col. Brereton rode off, desiring him to 
take his advice. Witness was at that time sentry at the 
lower end of the yarrf; the orders were given at the lower 
entrance of the yard. 

Sir Charles Dalbiac said, that he begged to observe, 
that the evidence now produced went to invalidate a chain 
of evidence upon the part of the prosecution, which he 
had hitherto considered incontestible : he must, therefore, 
beg permission to be allowed to prdduce fresh evidence in 
support of the charge. 

After some little conversation, the Court was ordered to 
be cleared; but it being understood that Sir C. Dalbiac 
did not intend to call his witnesses, until after the defence 
was concluded, the consideration of the question was post* 
poned. 

John Graham^ Private 3rd Dragoons. — Heard Colonel 
Brereton give orders to Capt. Warrington, on the 31st of 
October, at about four o'clock in the morning, at Leigh's 
Stables. The troop was ordered out, and CoL Brereton 
rode up to Capt Warrineton, and told him that one half 
of the troop >yould do, and tiiat he knew Capt. Warrington 
was fatigued, and might remain in quarters. 

Cross-examined.— Considered the time of the conversa- 
tion to be about four o'clock, as near as witness can pos- 
sibly guess; it was just when tiie troop had turned out. 

Charles Blissetty Esg.^ Merchant, examined on the last 
count. — Walked with Col. Brereton to the corner of Col- 
lege-green, at about four o'clock on Monday morning, 31st 
Oct ; saw him turn down in the direction of Leigh's Stables. 
Col. Brereton said that he should accompany the troops to 
the Square, and that he should be on his horse in three or 
four minutes. When he turned towards Leigh's Stables, * 
he said he was going for his horse. 
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cross-examined.— Had not accompanied Mr. Alderman 
Camplin and Mr. Dawson to Unity-street, but he did see 
them before he met Colonel Brereton, on that morning, 
outside the door. 

Comet Kelson, on the last count — When witness met 
Col. Brereton in College-green, on Monday morning, 31st 
Oct, at about four o'clock, he did not express any surprise 
that Captain Warrington and the rest of his troop had not 
come with the detachment under witness's command. 

Capt. Warrington here announced that he had concluded 
his defence, excepting verbal testimony as to character. 

Major Digby Mackworth, Miyor Beckwith, Capt. Gage, 
and Lieut Dawson, had the Charges read over to them. 

General Dalbiac said, that the evidence of Graham had 
thrown a light upon the evidence of Dennenge, in relation 
to which he intended to produce fresh evidence : the evis- 
dence of Dennenge spoke positively as to a time, without 
any reference to BoL Brereton havmg gone out to call out 
the troop, which is referred to in that of Graham : such 
evidence would have had the eiFect of invalidating the tes- 
timony of Mr. Alderman Camplin, Mr. Dawson, and Mr. 
Smith. 

The President confessed he did not clearly understand 
the object sought by Sir Charles Dalbiac, by claiming the 
privilege which he had reserved to himself^ he hoped it 
was probable the testimony as to character would be con- 
cluded to-morrow morning, and he hoped that Sir Charles 
Dalbiac would avail himself of that time, in order to for- 
ward the business of the Court. He would recommend 
Sir Charles to consider whether his duty required him to 
proceed with more evidence, and the Judge- Advocate 
would consider the claim of General Dalbiac. 

The Court was then adjourned. 

TUESDAY. 

The Court was not so much crowded as upon former occasions ; 
there were, however, as roanv persons present as the Court would 
conveniently hold. At ten o clock the Court resumed its inquiry. 

M^or Mackwcrth examined, — Had an opportunity of judging of 
Capt. Warington's conduct during the Bristol riots ; thought he 
showed great willingness to act, and strict obedience to orders ; 
Cornet Kel«on commanded a detachment of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, 
during the disturbances in the forest of Dean, in 1831, under wit* 
ness's orders, and he thought he did his duty in an active and intel- 
ligent manner. 

Cross-examined.— Had no opportunity of judging of Capt. W.'s 
willingness to act, between sunset on Sunday night, the 30th, and 
sunnse of Monday moming, the 3l8t of October* 
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Re-examined by Capt. Warrington. •«-Had left Quftea^sqoare 
before the arrival of Capt. Warrington with the reserve of his txoop* 
0^ Monday morning, the 31st of October. 

By the Court. — Heard Capt. W. repeatedly ordered by Colonel 
PreretoQ, to clear the square on Saturday night, and saw him in- 
stantly and effectually obey his orders. In no instance, within yrit- 
ness^s kiM>wledge, did he evince a want of the vigour and activity re- 
qui^ite, in the situation in which he was placed ; does not know, of 
his own knowledge, by whose orders CapU Warrington acted on 
Monday morning, the 31st October. 

Major Beckwith, 14th Dragoons, examined. — Commanded the 14th 
Dragoons in Bristol, on Monday morning the 31st of Oct. CoL Bre> 
reton was the senior officer, but witness gave all the material orders ; 
about ten o'clock on Monday morning, recommended Capt. War* 
rinffton of the 3rd Dragoon Guards what to do. About 12 o'clock, 
G<J. Brereton gave witness authority to give orders to the 3rd Dra- 
goon Guards, if he (witness ) deemed it necessary . A ccordingly , after 
that time, witness did give them the necessary orders. Saw Capt. 
Warrington employed with his troop in Queen-square, on the morn- 
ing of Monday, the 31st October. Had an opportunity of observing 
Capt. Warrington's conduct, during a considerable period of the 
riots. He showed every disposition to co-operate with the civil au- 
thorities. It would be impossible for witness to give the Court a 
correct idea of what he knew of Capt Warrington's conduct, unless 
he was permitted to give some detail of the circumstances, in which 
the captain was placed, on witness's arrival in Bristol. To state the 
circumstances in which Capt. Warrington was placed, witness most 
relate in what manner he saw the civil and military authorities ep-ope* 
rate, in order to show the Court the difficulties under which Capt. 
Warrington had to act. On reaching Bristol, on the morning of Mon- 
4$ty, the31st Oct., witness inunediately went to the Council-house, 
where he found the Mayor and several magistrates, who appeared to 
witness bewildered and stupified with terror. On hearing the state 
of affairs in the city of Bristol^ from those gentlemen, witness asked 
if one or more magistrates would accompany him, on horse-back, for 
the purpose of restoring order. They all refused to do so. 

The President said, he again requested Major Beckwith to 
confine himself to such evidence as affected the conduct of the pri* 
soner, and not advert, unnecessarily, to that of such persons as are 
aot upon their trials, and have not an opportunity of replying. 

The Gallant Major proceeded. — They (the magistrates) stating 
that it would make them all unpopular, and cause their prop^c^ to 
be destroyed. They also add^, that none of them could ride on 
bomeback , and the one witness requested to accompany him, ssdd 
be had not been on horseback for eighteen years. Seeing, thexe- 
fore, that any assistance from the magistrates was out of the ques* 
tiQn» witness demanded to receiye from them a written authority, 
to take what measures he deemed expedient. From what witness 
had related, and from what he saw in another quarter, to which he 
eould Qot advert, the impression on his mind was, that Capt. War<f 
rington and the 3rd Dragoon Guards were, iu » gr^at measure, 
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paralyzed by the imbecility and miscondact of those who ought to 
have directed them. He had further to state, that, during' the 
time he had a personal opportunity of observing Capt. Warringfton, 
he appeared to him to be alert, zealous, and desirous to do Ids 
duty. 

By the Court, — Witness supposes that, on the morning of Mon- 
day, the 31st October, previous to ten o'clock. Captain Warrington 
was acting under the immediate conmiand of Col. Brereton. — 
Does not think, in any instance that he had an opportunity of 
observing Capt. Warrington's conduct, he evinced a want of the 
vigor and activity requisite to the situation in which he was placed. 
By '^ those who ought to have directed them," witness means to 
refer both to the magistrates and to the officer commanding the 
troops. At the time witness drew the conclusion he had mentioned, 
relative to the conduct of those who directed, or ought to have 
directed the troops, he waa aware of the mayor's letter, dated at 
three o'clock, A^ M«, on Monday morning, and directing the offi- 
cer commanding his Miyesty's troops to take the most vigorous, 
effective, and decisive measures to qxM the existing riots. Wit- 
ness arrived at the Council- house, on Monday morning, at about 
seven o'clock. Was not acquainted with the demand contained in the 
Mayor's letter, aUuded to, whep he requested the written instruc- 
tions for his g^dance. .When he first went into Queen-square, 
about half-past seven, he found Capt. Warrington there with a 
part of his troop. 

Capt, Gage, 14th Dragoons, examined. — Was with the 14th 

Dragoons in Bristol, during the riots on the 29th, 30th, and 31st, 

October last. Capt. Warrington did not, in any instance, when 

I had all opportunity of witnecimig his conduct, evince a want of 

the vigor and activity reqinrate to tiie situation in which he Witt 

placed. 

Lieut. toavDSon, 14th Dragoons. — Was With the 14th Dragoons, 
in Bristol, daring the riots on the 29th, 30th, ahd 31st, of Octo- 
ber last. Observed, during that time, that Cap^. Warringtofi 
was unwell. Had an opportunity of judghig <rf"Capt. WaTiington's 
conduct during the riots. SaW him on Saturday, between settstt 
and ten at night, keeping the firottt of the Mansion-house with the 
14th Dragoons ; he was then at the head of his troop, and seemed 
active and alert. Saw him on no other occasion particularly* 

Capt, Waningtanimd., I have now to state, that I have closed 
my defence, notwithfftaRdin^ my bdng dqpfrived of a very mste^ 
rial witness, the ga&BHit C^end Pearson, who is iU. I must 
throw myself upon the justice of my case, and the kind consider- 
ation of the court. 

The President now called upon General Dalbiac to say, whe- 
ther he was pnepared to proceed with his reply, or what time he 
would require. 

General Dalbiac said, he would beg leave to r^r to theevidence 
of Private Denny. In consequence of that evidence he had lit 
first thoug^ht it requisite to catU ad^tidonal evidence, as he conceived 
it tended to itir^each the validity of a considerable portion of the 
evidenoe which he had prodntied; he, however^ now thought that 
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It would be only necessary to refer to that evidence mdre particu- 
larly in the coume of his summing up. He would assure the 
court, that no individual could desire the termination of the labours 
of the court more than he did. He would offer for the considera- 
tion of the court that^ since his arrival in Bristol, the evidence 
had been conducted exclusively with reference to the circumstances 
to be considered, and, with the exception of preparing fidr copies, 
excltisively by himself. He could assure the court that he had not 
wasted the time between its sittings. It would become his duty to 
observe on particular parts of the defence, which, as they were 
iniportant with regard to the case> as also to the service, he must 
refer to them at length. He must also contrast the evidence, on 
the part of the prosecution with that of the defence, and as he was 
desirous it should be clothed in language of respect due to that 
honourable court, and be a record for the army at large, he begged 
to tequest the favor of the court adjourning until eleven o*clo<i on 
Thursday morning. He named that hour, because he wished to 
look carefully through the copy which would be made in the course 
of the night, in order that he might be enabled to correct any im- 
portant error. 

The President said, the Court would not &il to give the pro- 
secutor credit for his desire to expedite the business of the court ; 
he could see no ol^ection to granting the required time. The 
court was accordingly adjoiirned. 



THURSDAY. 

I 

At a very early hour a large number of ladies and gentlemen had 
assembled round the doors, and as soon as they were opened a rush 
took place, and the Court was almost immediately crowded, beyond 
all precedent ; our reporter experiencing much difficulty in gaining 
possession of his place in the box. The Court assembled at twenty 
minutes past eleven o'clock. 

The President said. Sir Charles Dalbiac^ before you commence 
your reply, Captain Warrington wishes to put in a documentary 
evidence which he has hitherto mislaid. 

Sir Charles Dalbiac said he had no objection; and the evi- 
dence was accordingly put in. 

The President said, that the document which Capt. Warrington 
lefiened to, and deemed important to his case, was an order by Sir 
Colin Campbell, the General commanding the South West District, 
during the disturbances in 1830, when Captain Warrington served 
there ; the order was to this effect, that the officer who may be called 
out with the troops is invariably to require a Magistrate to accompany 
him, or to receive a written requisition, which he is to copy and for- 
ward the copy to the officer commanding the district. 

*Captain Warrington was attended to the Court each day, by his 
Counsel, Mr. Lloyd Williams, and several military and other 
friends, among whom we observed Major-general Peachey, Sir 
George Colbourne, Hon. Colonel Brown, Colonel Johnson, Msjor 
Frazer, Captain Milward, R. N., Captain Wetherell, 3rd Dragoo^. 
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Gaards, Captain Melcham, Lieutenant Martia, and Lieutenanf 
Dyson. 

Sir Charles Dalbiac rose and said, Mr. President, and the 
Membeis of this Honourable Court, I now approach the last .stage 
of the painful duty which I have had to sustain during this trial j 
and I know not how I can better commence this portion of my task, 
than by stating to this Honourable Court how distinctly I am aware 
of one melancholy disadvantage under which the prisoner has la- 
boured in conducting his defence. The tragical event which brought 
the recent proceedings of a former Court to an abrupt termination, 
has unhappily deprived Captain Warrington of a witness, whose 
testimony might have been most important to his cause, and I am 
not only willing, but most desirous, that the loss which be has sus- 
tained may steadily be kept in view by his judges. I must, however, 
with peifect freedom, confess, that this disadvantage does by no 
means appear to me, so severe as the prisoner himself may have 
been tempted to Imagine. My own honest impression, upon a dis- 
passionate survey of the evidence is, that the points of his defence 
which have been weakened by the removal of his commanding officer, 
are not of essential and vital importance to bis case. I feel the 
clearest confidence that it will be in my power to satisfy this Court 
that if that witness had been here to speak for the prisoner, his tes- 
timony could have done nothing more than to provide him with 
certain topics of extenuation. It might, in certain points of sub- 
ordinate moment, have ihrengthened his vindication, but in my 
conscientious belief it could by no possibility have protected him 
against the main force of the charges which have been preferred in 
the accusation. I repeat, however, that it is my most earnest desire 
that the most liberal estimate should be made by the Court, of the 
disadvantage which the event alluded to may have inflicted on the 
prisoner ; and as a pledge of the sincerity of this declaration, I now 
protest that, in the review of the evidence which 1 am about to sub- 
mit to the Court, I have made it a part of my own business to weigb 
and measure every atom, (if I may so express it,) of the injury 
which the silence of the grave may have brought upon the cause of 
the prisoner ; and I have felt myself bound, in common justice to 
the prisoner, to make fair allowances in every particular of his case, 
in which the voice of the witness he has lost might have been lifted 
up in his defence. On the other hand, it becomes our duty to take 
care that, in the defence which the prisoner has put forth, he be not 
permitted to magnify the importance of the testimony of which he 
has been deprived, or to raise this negative circumstance, as it were, 
into a bulwark of poiitive exculpation. Neither can we forget the 
delicacy and the justice which are due to the memory of that witness 
whose loss the prisoner has to deplore. It must be remembered that, 
were that witness at this moment amongst us, on many points, he 
could scarcely open his mouth in exculpation of the prisoner, without 
pronouncing, to the same extent, his own condemnation. Those 
very circumstances, which may be alleged by Captain Warrrington, 
for the parpose of relieving himself from some of the weightier 



parts of -the charges preferred against him, are the very circumstances 
which would press most heavily on the charactar and the memory of 
his late commanding officer ; and as that officer has never been proved 
guilty, and is now cut off for ever from the possibility of OTOiing a 
word in explanation of his own conduct ; it behoves us to be ffuarded 
in giving a hasty ear to topics of defence which, if admitted in too 
comprehensive a sense, could scarcely fail to bring dishonour upon 
the name of the deceased. 

Such are the difficulties, and such is the embarrassment, which 
beset the remaining portion of my invidiocu and painful office. 
Nor is this all ) another circumstance has arisen materially to in- 
crease those difficulties and embarrassments. The {Hisoner has 
pleaded, in extenuation of his conduct throughout Sunday n]ght> 
the 30th, and part of Monday morning, the 31st of October, that, 
during that awfiil period of the Bristol Riots, no Mi^pstrate or 
Peace-officer ever noade his appearance at the quarters of his troop, 
to require, to direct, or enforce the employment of the military in 
any attempt to put down the riot, imtil Mr. Alderman Camplin ar- 
rived between four and five o'clock on Monday morning at the Horse 
Bazaar, and that until the recdpt by Capt. Warrington of the Mayor's 
letter, dated three o'clock that morning, no Magistrate was to be 
heard of. I trust I shall command the credit of this Court, when I 
assert that, from the moment I commenced the task of Prosecutor, on 
this trial, my sole aim was to prove, by every feir and equitable 
means, the charges which were preferred against the prisoner, to the 
extent to which I deemed him culpable, and that in pursuing^ that 
taak, it was my earnest and invariable endeavour to avoid (as no 
less indirectly than directly) the implication of the conduct <» other 
persons, who, not being b^ore the Court, were without the means 
to defend themselves against accusation ; and I fed well assured, that 
had I in any one instance attempted to swerve from this course of 
proceeding, I should have been checked imnediately by the Hon. 
Presid^it. 
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No. 9. PRICE THREE HALF^PENCE. 

COURT-MARTIAL CONTINUED. 



The plea, however, which the prisoner has set up, of a want o 
activity on the part of the Magistrates, has been justified by evi- 
dence produced before the Court— first, incidentally, in the reply 
of a witness to a question put by the Court in the course of the pro- 
secution—and again, in the general statement of a witness examined 
in the defence. Although, therefore, I do not! stand here to im- 
peach the conduct of the Bristol Magistrates, I conceive it would 
be utterly at variance with the impartiality which I have professed 
to maintain between the King and the prisoner throughout this 
trial, were I to decline admitting that the absence of all civil au- 
thority from the station of the military, during the awful night of 
Sunday, and until the arrival of Mr. Alderman Camplin at the 
Horse Bazaar between four and five o'clock on Monday morning, 
was a circumstance calculated in a variety of ways to prove preju- 
dicial to the small military force then employed in Bristol ; and 
in full justice to the prisoner, I must s^o remark, as the document 
is recorded by the Court as evidence against him, that the letter of 
the Chief Magistrate of the city is dated simply " Bristol, three 
o'clock, Monday morning, Slst Oct.," without any designation of 
the house or the spot to which reference could be had to the said 
Chief Magistrate, in case of urgent or further necessity. I con- 
sider myself bound to make these admissions, grounded as they are 
upon the evidence which has been produced before the Court, 
purely that the amplest measure of justice might be done to the 
prisoner's defence, and that the Court might be fully satisfied that 
the merits of others have not been suppressed by the Prosecutor, in 
order to throw out into bolder relief the demerits of the prisoner. 

It appears to me, however, that no circumstance of this kind can 
relieve the prisoner of any material part of the accusation against 
him. I shall have it in my power to shew, that the weighty parts 
of the^charges are distinct fi*om any influence which the conduct of 
the Civil Authorities, or the orders of the Commanding Officer, 
ought to have produced upon the conduct of the prisoner. Nor can 
it be contended, before a Court like this, that, because an ofiicer's 
difiiculties increase beyond what he had a right to expect, he is, on 
that account, to abandon his duty altogether. 

In reviewing the evidence which has been produced in support 
of the first charge, I may be permitted, I trust, without impropriety, 
to separate certain of the premises, and of the coincidences as to 
time and circumstances, (which are attached to the accusation,) 
fi*om the substance of the charge or the offence itself. First, then, 
as to certain of the premises and coincidences, as to time and cir- 
cumstance. It has been shewn that Capt. Warrington was in the 
personal command of a troop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, xaBristol, 
on the night of Sunday, the 30th of October, 1831, at a time when 
the city was <^e scene of most outrageous and alarming riots — that 
the said troop had been repeatedly called out, by, order of the Ma- 
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^trates, to quell .the rioters— that several of the public and other 
buildings iR the city had been fired by the rioters, some of which 
buildings were already consumed and others still in flames ->and, 
finally, that the Custom-house was left by the prisoner, as far as in 
him lay, to the mercy of the rioters, by whom it was shortly after 
set on fire, and totally destroyed. The existence of these several 
coincidences have been distinctly she\>i'n. Another coincidence 
attached to the accusation is, that the troop of) the' 3rd. Dragoon 
Guards was ** then the only military force in Bristol.*' Now, 
though it has been shewn that the said troop was the only portion 
of his Majesty's regular troops, then in Bristol, it has also been 
shewn, that in the course of the night of Sunday, the 30th Oct., 
the Doddington troop of Yeomanry cavalry was, for a certain time, 
within the city. Its services, however, from some cause or other, 
(which it is not within my province to investigate,) were never 
rendered available. I shall leave to the Court to consider how &r 
the •circuQistance of the said troop of Veomanry Cavalry having 
been in Bristol, in the course of the said night, can affect the main 
substance of the offence. Furthermore, it has been laid in the ge- 
neral accusation, that the offence, as far as relates to the prisoner's 
refiisal to turn out his troop, or any part thereof, was ooramitted 
between "eleven and twelve o'clock" on the said Sunday night, 
and upon this point there has certainly been, considerable variance 
in the evidence given before thp Court. In my opening address, I 
ventured to prepare the Court for discrepancies of this kind, ob- 
serving, at the same time, that I should have it in my power to 
reconcile all such discrepancies as to every essential point; nor do 
I know that I can more fully illustrate theexpediency of due allow- 
ance being made for discrepancies of this nature, or for miscalcula- 
tions into which all of us may be carried under similar circum- 
stances, than by observing, that although the hour ** between 
eleven and twelve o'clock" was laid in the charge, solely in conse- 
quence "Df a deposition made by Mr. Kington within a few days 
wter the Bristol riots, yet upon more minute enquiry, at some 
short time preceding this trial, the impression of Mr. Kii|gton 
was, that the time might have been fixed with more accuracy at 
firom ten to half-past ten. Upon this point Mr. Stevens deposed, 
that [he met Mr. Kington at half-past ten, and they subsequently 
proceeded to College-green ; thence to the Bishop's Palace; 
thence to the Boar's Head, which latter is the same as the Horse 
Bazaar. The third evidence which deposes as to the time is John 
Caulfield, the waiter at Reeves's Hotel j I say he so deposes, be- 
cause the application of Mr. Kington to Capt. Warrington could 
not by possibility have taken place till after Capt. Warrington had 
left his bedroom, to place himself at the head of his troop, in. con- 
sequence of the attack made upon ileeves's Hotel; the commence- 
ment of which attack, John Caulfield fixes at " about five or ten 
minutes after eleven o'clock.'' Lastly, Troop Sergeant-major Mar- 
tin's evidence would carry the time to about twelve o'clock, be- 
cause he fixes that hour (though inaccurately) as the period when 
the troop turned out, in consequence of the aforesaid attack upon 
Reeves's Hot^l. Were it xeally essential to eitablish in the minds 
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of the Coiirty that Mr. Kington's application to Capfe Warrington 
was positively made after dud not before the hour of eleven on 
Sunday night, I should say that John Caulfield's evidence upon ' 
this point was the one to be the nwst relied upon ; becanse he not 
only speaks of the hour more absolutely, but being then within the 
Hotel, he had better means of being acquainted with the exact 
time of the night than the-other evidences, imless either of them 
had happened to look at his watch. I have been led to trouble the 
Court at some length upon this point, not from- any apprehension 
that the judgment of this Court can be influenced by the question, 
as to whether the offence imputed to the prisoner was committed a 
few minutes bdbre or a few minutes after eleven, but because the 
time fixed by Mr. Kington, which I hold to be erroneous, has been 
made available by the prisoner in mitigation of a different portion 
of the general accusation, namely, the 3rd count of the 3pd charge. 
The premises and the coincidences as to time and circumstances * 
which are attached to the accusation in the first charge having 
thus been disposed of, the essence of that charge resolves itself 
into a narrow compass, namely : " That he, Capt. Warrington, 
did not only refiise to order out the said tri6op or any part thereof^ 
or to take any step for the purpose so stated, but i^ed no means 
of conveying tlie information so received by him, or the purport 
thereof to Lieut. Col. Bfereton, who then held the chief military 
command in the city, or of obtaining fi*om the said Lieut.-col. 
Brereton any order applicable to the occasion. '' And here I must 
observe, in answer to the appeal made by the prisoner to the court, 
as to whether he was bound in the words of the charge, '* To order 
out the troop9>^' — that the accusation is not to the effect, of his 
having disobeved the order of a magistrate, but that being informed 
by a person of respectability of the danger to which his Majesty's 
Custom-house was exposed, and knowing, as Capt. Warrington 
well did, the, enormities which had been committed by the mob 
throughout the whole day, he did not take those measures which 
regard 'or the public safety, the honour of his Mjgesty's army, and 
his own character as an officer, demanded of him. But to the 
evidence. It has been shown by the testimony of Mr* Kington 
and Mr. Stephens, that the former gentleman did apply to Capt. 
Warrington on Sunday night, the 30th October, for the services of = 
his troop to save the Custom-house, when in danger of being fired 
by the rioters, and that the prisoner refused to order out the troop, 
or any part of it, for that- purpose. I shaU here assume those 
terms of the prisoner's refusal, which, in my humble judgment, 
appear to be the most appropriate, at the same tjme that they are 
the most favourable to the prisoner. They are. the precise terms 
given in Mr. Kington's reply to the last question put to him by the 
Court, namely, that he Capt. Warrington, " coutd not move with- 
out the express ordws of Lieut.-col. Brereton,*' the prisoner hav- 
ing previously stated to Mr. Kington,- that he did not know where 
the Lieut. -colonel was to bis found. I'' shall not stop at this stage 
of my4;eply, to argue the question, h^ow far an officer, being second 
in cdmmaud of a body of' his Miyesty's troops, under the circimi- 
stangees in which the caCy <^ Bristd was plaoed, during the awM ' 
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night of the 30th October, would be justified in adhering to gene- 
ral instructions, not to move from his quarters without express 
orders from hia superior in command, when it is considered that 
the whole city was threatened with destruction — that each succeed- 
ing moment was big witli increasing danger, and that for many 
hours together (as aUegad by the prisoner himself) the commanding 
officer was not to be found where he ought to haye been 
found, or at least to haye been heard of, namely, at -the office 
assigned for official communication ; and when, on that account, 
the most natural inference certainly might be, either that he had 
been intercepted by the rioters, or that some other casualty had 
be&llen him. But if the commands which the prisoner receiyedy 
not to moye from his quarters without the express orders of his 
superior officer were of so very peremptory a nature^ there should 
at least haye been consistency in the prisoner's obedience : he should 
not have adhered to those commands upon some occasions, and 
departed from them upon others : an officer has no right to blow 
hot and cold in the same breath, upon questions of duty ; he has 
no right to play fast and loose ^nth his command, and at a time 
when the public safety and the honour of his Majesty's arms are 
set at their highest stsdse. It is distinctly shewn by the testimony 
of Mr. Gresley, produced in support of the first count of the third 
charge, (to which I shall have occasion again to revert) that the 
prisoner at three o'clock on the same afternoon of Sunday the 30th, 
had of himself ordered out a detachment under Cornet Kelson, 
to proceed to the 2^ew Gaol, without any previous authority for so 
^l^g. But the most remarkable circumstance attending the 

Erisoner's refusal to comply with the entreaties of Mr. Kington, 
i, that at the very moment, when he did refuse to comply with , 
the said entreaties, the prisoner was in the act of violating, and - 
did tlien absolutely violate the express orders which he alleges to 
have received from the commanding officer. Comet Kelson, and 
troop Sergeant-major Martin, distinctly depose that the only occa- 
sion when the troop, or any fraurt of it, turned out mounted, between 
ten o'clock on Sunday night, and some short time before five 
o'clock on Monday morning, wks when Reeves's hotel was attacked 
by the rioters Xtliat is about five or ten minutes past eleven o'clock) 
upon which occasion John Caulfield deposes, that Capt. Warring- 
ton came down from his bedroom, that he retired out of a side 
door of the house towards Leigh's Bazaar, and shortly afterwards 
appeared mounted at the head of his troop in front of the hotel. 
Comet Kelson and Sergeant-major Martin also depose <as does 
John Caulfield) that Captain Warrington, on that occasion, was at 
the head of his troop, and that the troop proceeded to the front of 
Reeves's Hotel, to repel the rioters. The troop Sergeant-major 
further states that the whole troop (save a corporal and four men 
then absent on duty) turned out to repel the attack on Reeves's 
Hotel, and that the troop first formed in front of the Bazaar sta- 
bles, which latter circumstance is also confirmed by Mr. Stephens. 
Now I beg to draw the particular attention of the Court to that 
part of Mr. Kington's and Mr. Stephens's testimony, wherdn 
both these witnesses state, that when Mr. Kington applied to Capt« 
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Warrington for tiie serviceB of his troop to saye his Majestj's Cos- 
tom-house, . they^ foand Capt. Warrington at the Horse-banar 
mounted at the head of his troop> and tibat the troop was mounted 
also. It is quite impossible that this could have occurred before 
the prisoner had descended from his bedroom, and had retired br a 
side door from the Hotel ; and as it has been distinctly proved that 
the troop never did turn out mounted between ten o'clock on Sun- 
day night and a little before five on Monday morning, except upon 
the occasion of the attack on Reeves's Hotel, I do contend, nay, 
mth every possible dderence and respect, I do insist, that I have 
produced proof incontestible that uponf, the very occasion, upon 
the very spot, and at the very moment when the prisoner in an- 
swer to Mr. Kington's entreaties, 'replied, that he '' he coM not 
move without the express orders of Lieut.-col. Brereton,"- he had 
violated those express orders by turning out the troop for 
the purpose of (Hroceeding with it to Reeves's Hotel, and this, most 
imquestionably, upon his own resfmnsibility ; for, not only had 
there been no time for the said restrictive order to be rescinded by 
Lieut.-cQl. Brereton, but ' Capt. Warrington did himsdf declare 
to Mr. Kingtonj at the very same moment, that he knew not 
where Lieut.-col. Brereton was to be found. Moreover tiie pri- 
soner thought fit to repair with his troop to Reeves's Hotd with- 
out a magistrate, and yet the rioters had committed acts of 
outrage (and for aught prisoner knew to the contrary when the 
troop turned out^ he might just as readily be brought into colli- 
sion vnih the rioters there, as in any other quarter A the city, I 
pan quite appreciate the feeling that would prompt an officer lo 
afibrd protection to the owners of an hotel, where he had been 
courteoosly entertained, and whence he had just before escieiped 
firom the attack of the rioters ; but I cannot comprehend tha feel- 
ing under which an officer, after having ordered out and headed 
his whole troop for the protection of the private property of an 
individual (upon an occasion when the number of the rioters posi- 
tiv^y fell short of the number of the dragoons) could in the very 
same moment, and in the very same breath, declare, that he 
could not move any^of his force to that quarter of the city, where 
he knew that the rioters were proceeding in the destruction of pro^ 
perty with systematic progression, uid with most appalling rapid- 
ity. It cannot, surely, be contended that a few broken windows 
at Reeves's Hotel were to be put in competition yrith the destruc- 
tion of his Majesty's Custom-house, and tiie buildings with which 
it was|surroimded. I^ then, Capt. Warrington, in defiance of 
express orders, which he alleges to have received, and without a 
ma^trate, considered himse^ justified in turning out his troop to 
repel a body of rioters at the distance of 130 or 140 ^ards from 
their stables, I contend that he had no right to urge inability to 
move his troop to a greater distance without fiirther orders fiom 
his superior officer, idiom he alleged he could not find, or without 
the personal attendance of a magistrate, whom he alleges he could 
net procure. 

With respect to that part of the first charge, which impotes to 
the prisoner hu haviog used no means for oonfityingth^ information 
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rtceived by htm io Lkut.^ool. Bmreton, .cir,of<obtainiog.>ffom ibe 
Mid 'Lieattf*col. any orders applicable to the occa«ioo, I have to 
sabmit the followiog observations. : — The prisoner has admitted, in 
his defence, that he knew Lient.-col. iBrereton was to be found at 
the Adjutant's quarters, 2, Unity-street, sixteen yards distant. 
It has been shown, by a variety of questions, and replies to questions, 
put on the cross-examination, that the recruitin^-o£Bce, in College- 
green, was known by the prisoner to be 'the public office for receiv- 
ing official communications for Lieut.*col. Brereton; and Lieut, 
and Adjutant Francis, in a reply upon his cross-examination, states 
that the Recruiting-office was kept open for that purpose during the 
whole of Sunday night and Monday morning. That officer further 
states^ that no despatch, or letter, or message from any officer or 
other person from the 3rd Dragoon Guards, for the officer com- 
manding in Briittol, came through him, between ten o'clock on 
Sunday night, the 30th, and half- past four on Monday morning, 
the 31st October, either. at the Recruiting-office, or at iio, 2, in 
Unity-street. The joint testimony of Sergeant- Major M'Le^d, 
and of Sergeants Flattsand Dennenge, of the recruiting staQ^, dis- 
tinctly shows that the Recruit ing*office was sever left without one 
or other of those non-commissioned officers, from half<*past ten on 
Sunday night, till half-past four on Monday morning. The proof 
of the attendance of those non-commissioned officers at the office 
(that is of one or the other) throughout that night and morning, is 
completely dove- tailed from beginning to enid; and there is no 
doubt whatever, that the officer then commanding in -Bristol <had 
made due provision for the conveyance to him of all official comnm- 
nicationf«, which should be properlyeddreseed or directed ito him at 
the Recruiting-office, during' the. period in question. 

The joint testimony of Sergeant- Major M^Leod, . and of 
Mr. John Fisher, shows that in the course of the very hour, whieh 
followed the information conveyed to the prisoner by iVlr. Kington, 
of the great danger in which the- Custom-house was. placed, • and of 
the atrocities which were then .being, perpetrated in Queen-square, 
(I mean the hour. from eleven to twelve o'elotk,) the officer com- 
inaading the troops i^as engaged upon matters of duty, in, andout, 
-and about College-green, or at 'Fisher's stables, for a period taken 
together of forty or forty-five miniJites, and that for a «mall part of 
that time the officer commanding wtas actually occupied- in the front 
of the Kecniiting .office ; now when it is conslderedi that* the entraooe 
'to CoUege-green from the front of Reeves' hotel, on the one hand, 
is only 100 yards, and tluKt the entcaflce to Fisher's, repository, on 
the other hand, little exceed»that distance, thegreat marvel appears 
to be, nctthattheofficercommandingin Bristol was not to be found, 
bat that the officer commanding the 3rd Dragoon Guards did not 
accidentally encounter, or hear of each other, in the course of xthe 
said hour, from eleven to twelve o'cloick, on Sunday night, tha-30th 
Octoben; and yet, at this hoar,, theiprisomer declared thathenkaew 
not where the officer commanding was to be found. LAitly, 
Sergeant-Major Martin, who may be considered the proper, channel 
for comminieBting.alh orders oind details to the tromip, statetitfaat 
<tlwr6 wiM BO fMat-oennieMoiwd offioer ior .juui Mttt . byi C^U fWar- 
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ringioD, or by Cornet Kelson, to his knowledge, to look for the 
commanding officer of the troops, between the hours of half-jpi^ 
ten on Sunday night, the 30th, and half-past four on the monra|( 
of the 31st of October. Nor has the pHsoner attempted to ^hW. 
that any one effort was made on his part, or on the part ,of any 
individual of the troop under his command, to communicate wiih 
the officer commanding, between the hour when Mr. Kington 
informed him of the dangers to which the Custom-bouse was ex- 
posed, and the time when Mr. Alderman Camplin applied for the 
services of the troop, between four and five o'clock on the morning 
of 31st October, although the residence of the officer commanding 
in Bristol, and the office for official communication, were neither 
of them fartl^er distant from the prisoner's quarters than 200 yaf^s. 
A question was pift by the cquri to Comet Kelson, towards the 
close of his evidence on the 97th January, whether he conceived the 
order Which he conveyed to Capt. Warrington not to move without 
Lieut.-col. Brereton's orders, was intended to refer personally to 
Capt. tVarringtun, or to him and the force under his command. 
Cornet Kelson replied that he understood the order to refer to 
Capt. Warrington personally ; such interpretation, however, of the 
order in question, would, in my humble opinion, tend so essentially 
to lower Capt. Warrington in the eyes of his regiment, and of the 
service at large, and so wonderfully to raise Cornet Kelson's pro- 
fessional importance above that of his commanding officer, to a 
degree far beyond what his rank or his -pretensions could possibly 
justify, that 1 must endeavour to rescue t|;ie memory of Lieut.-col. 
Brereton from the admission of so glaring an incongruity, as that of 
shutting out the services of an officer of Capt. Warrington's experi* 
ence, who was also next to himself in command, and of preferring 
to place his ponfidence in a yonng officer of only sixteen months* 
standinjg in the army, when engaged upon a duty a§ delicate and as 
important as any in which troops were ever engaged. 1 cannot, 
therefore, but ascribe the extraordinary interpretation which was 
put upon the order by Cornet Kelson, to his want of experience in 
the service ; under either interpretation, however, the order was 
disobeyed by the prisoner. For if it was not intended to refer to 
him and the force under his command, 'he « was not justified, accord- 
ing to his own shewing, in turning out within an hour afterwards at 
the head of his troop, at the request of the owners of Reeves's hotel, 
to quell a body of rioters who had attacked their house and premi- 
ses, without the express authority of Lieut.-col. Brereton, as wel[ 
as the personar attendance of a magistrate : and if the sard order 
was intended to refer to Capt. Warrington personally ^ or io him 
alone f how can the conduct of the prisoner be accounted ^or in 
having left Comet Kelson and his troop shut up in stables, from 
eleven o'clock on Sunday night -till half- past four on Monday 
morning, an awful interval of more than five hours, throughout the 
whole of which the robber and the incendiary ^ere ph>ceeding un- 
flootroled, from atrocity to atrocity, at a time when public and pri- 
vate property was consigned to fire and pillage in systematic 
progression, and when the whole city of Bristol seemed threatened 
with universal destraetion. 
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In proceeding to a consideration of the second charge^ I raa^* 
observe, that <;ertain of the premises or of the coincidences as to 
time -and circumstances which are embodied in the accusation, have 
been proved in the evidence already referred to, in the review of 
the first charge, to which there can be no necessity to revert. I 
shall, therefore, address myself at once to the substance of the 
offence ; in the first place, I may venture to affirm, without any 
fear of contradiction, that the t^timony with respect to periods of 
time, frhich has been produced in support of the second charge, has 
been given with most singular but with mo^t unquestionable preci- 
sion. The Chief Ma^trate of the city addresses a letter to <* the 
officer commanding His Majesty's troops ;" he puts his own 
signature to it, and he dates it '* three o'clock, Monday morning, 
31st Oct. 1831 ;*' Mr. Alderman Fripp, who is present, looks at his 
watoh ; both these authorities 'affirm, that the said letter was des- 
patched from Berkeley-square, immediately after the hour of three 
o'clock ; Mr. Daniel Fripp, at whose house the Chief Magistrate 
then was, cpnsigns the said letter to two most respectable young 
men, (whose praiseworthy zeal hadled^them from Queen-square 
-in search of the civil authorities, for the purpose of procuring mili- 
tary assistance. ) These young men proceed with their utmost 
activity, and by the shortest road to the Horse Bazaar, distant 
about 350 or 400 yards, where they deliver the said letter to Capt. 
W,, who within two or three minutes after their arrival, opens the 
letter, and reads its contents. Mr. Danson most distinctly states, 
that be did not leave his house at the top of Park-street till a quarter 
past four that morning, having looked at the house clock as he was 
about to open the door ; he states that Mr. Daniel Fripp's iiouse 
and his own house are nearly equi-distant from the Horse-Bazaar ; 
Mr. Dauson upon leaving his bouse, proceeds first, to College-green, 
where he meets Mr. Alderman Camplin ; after a short parley) they 
proceed with three or four other peisons to the Horse-Bazaar, where 
there is a parley with Capt. W., who after some little time, but cer- 
tainly not at the outset, produces the Mayor's letter, dated three 
o'clock that morning ; then a short parley ensues, touching the con- 
tents of that letter ; they then proceed, (Capt. \V. being of me party,) 
to No. 2, Unity-street, distant about 200 yards, where the officer 
commanding in Bristol bad taken up his residence ; a full quarter of 
an hour is spent in gaining admittance, and in a discussion within 
the house ; Capt. W. then returns to the Horse Bazaar, and orders 
out a detachment of twenty-one men under Cornet Kelson's com- 
mand to proceed to Queen-square ; and we have the close concur- 
ring testimony of Mr. Alderman Camplin, of Mr. Danson, and Mr. 
Smith, that the said detachment did not arrive in Queen-square till 
five o'clock, or a very few minutes before that hour. Now if ever 
testimony given before a Court, upon questions of time was entitled 
to credit, I maintain that there cannot exist the slightest doubt in the 
minds of this Court, that Capt. W. had been in the possession of the 
aforesaid letter, for an hour and ten minutes at the veiy least, from 
the period when it was delivered into his hands by Mr. Goldney, 
until the production of the said letter by Capt, W., some little time 
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after Mr AHerman Camplia and Mr. Danson had arrived at the 
Horse-Bazaar. But we must not look to this circumstance only, for 
the essence of the accusation is, — that by reason of which conduct on 
the part of Capt. W., the said troop rema^ined inactive in its quarten 
for upwards of an hour after his receiving the said letter. Now it has- 
been shown, beyond all question, that about forty minutes were wasted 
in the varions parleys and discussions, and in the delays conse- 
quent thereupon, which took place between thetim^ when Mr. Alder- 
man Camplin first presented himself at the Bazaar, and the period 
of the arrival of the Dragoons in Queen-square ; it has equally been 
proved, that the detachment of the 3rd Dragoon Guards under Cornet 
Kelson's command, did not reach Queen-square till about five 
o'clock, on the moming^of the 31st of October; w;hereas had Capt. 
Warrington acted upon the Mayor's letter, as it was his duty to do, 
when he first broke the seal and read the contents thereof, it is as 
certain as calculation can make it, that with only a moderate degree 
of activity on the part of Capt. W., the troop might have reached 
Queen-square before half-past three o'clock, the distance from Mr. 
D. Fripp s house, whence the Mayor's letter was despatched, being 
distant from Queen- square, by way of the Horse-Bazaar, not |more 
than about three-quarters of a mile ; , so that even then, Capt. W. 
would have had it m his power to have saved the south wing of the 
west side of Queen-square, which was all or nearly all destroyed 
between the hours of half- past three aiMl five on the Monday morning. 
The unaccountable apathy displayed by the prisoner, in having 
omitted]to make a single attempt or effort to communicate with Lieut.- 
Col. Brereton, between the hours of eleven on Sunday night, and 
half-past four on Monday morning, has been fully shewn by the ob- 
servations which I submitted to Uie Court, upon the evidence pro- 
duced in support of the first charge, which observations need not be 
repeated here ; but in reference to a question put by the prisoner to 
Sergt. Deane, as to whether he (Capt. W.) did not express his sur- 
prise that Mr. Goldney and Mr. Harris were so long in returning 
from No. 2, in Unity-street, (where Capt. W. seems to have ex- 
pected thay had gone, to report the nature of the Mayor's letter to 
the officer commanding the troops,) it may naturally be asked, how 
Capt. W. Qould reconcile to himself to confide an official communi- 
cation of such importance, and at so critical a moment, to a private 
individual, when he could so easily have conveyed the said letter 
himself, or tit any rate have dispatched^ it to Lieut.-Col. B. by a 
trusty non-commissioned officer ? But, unfortunately, that letter 
appears to have been put in the prisoner's pocket, and to have been 
disposed of with almost as muchjndifierence as though it contained 
an invitation to dinner — one of the prisoner's replies being, that he 
should see Lieut. -Col. B. at six o'clock, and would then deliver the 
letter; nor has there been anything to shew that such might not have 
been its fate, had not Mr. Alderman Camplin called at the Bazaar 
for the service of the troop, between four and five o'clock on Monday 
morning. The prisoner put a question to Mr. Goldney and Mr. 
Harris, on the cross-examination, as to whether the former bad not 
offered, if Capt. W.* had opened the Mayor's letter to take the re- 
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spontbility of thdmessnre^ upon himself, — to which both of those 
gentlemen repliied in the negative ; the same question as lelatiDg to 
, Mr. Gotdney, is pnt to Sergt.-Major Martin and Sergt. Deane, who 
both replj in the affirmative ; but I have been totally at a loss ever 
since the question was first put, as to any possible effect it could 
have ; I know but one sort of responsibility of any consequence to . 
the prisoner, that is, his responsibility to the King; and how that ' 
responsibility could be lightened by any act or promise of a private 
individual, 1 am quite at a- loss to conjecture. Upon the whole/ 
then, it is my pain/ul duty to contend that, with respect to the 
second charge, Uapt Wi is entitled to no relief whatever, either 
from any snpinenes of the civil Authorities, or by reason of any com- 
mand which he could possibly have received from his superior officer; 
the' prisoner ^s second in command in Bristol, at the very moment 
that he broke the seal of the Mayor's letter and read its contents ; it 
ought to have been conveyed by a safe and certain hand to Lieut. - 
Col. Brereton, if he was to be found ; and if he was not to be foufid, 
Capt Warrington had consiituted himself the representative of his 
superior officer, and should instantly have acted upon the contents of 
th6 letter; by negleciing to-do so, he compromised not only his ovm 
character as an officer, but' the character of his superior in command; 
as welbas the honour of His Majesty's arms. 

I proceed now to a consideration of the Third Charge ; and in 
respect to the First Count of that charge, I have to observe that 
Comet Kelson admits his being in doubt as to whether Captain 
Warrington ordered him to takfeup a party in Queen-squarej or 
whether Captain Warrington told him to tell Lieutenant-colond ' 
Brereton that there was a party in Qneen- square which might be 
taken u^ to join the party which marche4 ^^^^ ^be Bazaar by- 
Captain Warrington's ordersy in order to proceed to the New Gtol. 
But as in either case Captain> Wtarrington might be the proper 
petaonto command the two parties whien united, it sArely behoved 
Captaiit Warrington to take the trouble of accompanying Comet 
KcSsonr- for two hundred yardsj across CoUege-green, to receive 
lieotdnant-cOlonel Brereton's directing, for it is distinctlj shewn, 
by -the testimony of Lieutenant Fraaois and the Staff Sergeants, 
that the order to tinm out that deta^iment did not emanate from - 
Colonel Brereton. Not one word ! hiss been adduced to shake the 
uBBOphistseated evidence of 'Mr.. Gresley, who states that he made ■ 
the i^uisition fitr military ^finstaaoe to defend the- Gaol- to Captsdn 
Warrington, in the CoffiBe- room of Reeves's Hotel. He detailed 
the order: given by • Captain Wiarrington to Comet Kelson- upon 
that occasion^ . precisely in the terms in which that order wair car- 
ried into«fiBect, which -statement coming from a person of Mr. 
Gresley's situation in Hfe> nandy, that of a ship-builder, could not; 
by possibility, have been conjured ': up in his ovm imagination, 
aod may therefore* be received as strictly correct; 

The Seconflkand Third counts of thoThh-d Charge, though 
made t<) vary ilk- accusation, are so blended in point of time and' 
obcumstance;) that: I sfaaU'ooadder together- the evidence pvoduoed 
with tttigBOt to those t^o oomtftt. Tfae ooUcctLve es8enee.of itkese 



two counts is that, in the coarse of the SOih of October, the Pri- 
soner absented himself from his quarters for a considerable time, 
and having returned to his quarters, during the absence of nearly 
the whole of the disposable part of the troop, he in place of pro- 
ceeding to join the same, retired, to his bed. The twa counts 
appear to me to form a complete -Scylla and Chary bdis, j&)r in 
whatever proposition the weight of one charge may be reUeved 
with respect to time, the weight of the other charge must be in- 
creased. I shall take the time as stacked by Cornet Kelson, namely, 
that Captain Warrington gave him orders about seven o'clock on 
Sunday afternoon) to send to him .at General Pearson's at Clifton, 
in case he should be wanted. And there is every reason to sup- 
pose that at seven o'clock Captain Warrii^gton lot his quarters. 
Cornet Kelson also states that, upon his return with the detach- 
ment from duty at a quarter before ten, he found Captain War- 
rington, all but imdressed and in the act of getting into bed, at the 
Hotel : private Dooly states that. Captain Warring^n returned to 
the Bazaar about nine o'clock. It would appear then, that Capt. 
WaiTington was absent from his quarters about two hours, which 
absence relates to the essence of the second count, and that he was 
three quarters of an hour in the Bazaar or at the Hotel, after his 
return, which relates to the essence of the third count. With re- 
spect to tiie form^ count, I have nothing, further to addj the 
charge is proved. With respect to the latter, I must observe that 
when Captain Warnngton arrived at the Bazaar, at nine o'clock, 
twenty-eight men and horses out of thirty-three were on duty, 
namely, twenty which had proceeded to the Bishop's Palace^ and 
eight which had been previously, sent to Queen- square. Now, will 
it not appear extraordinary to the court, that, when the .prisoner 
so returned to the Bazaar, at nine o'clock, and found only five 
men and horses of his troop left in quarters, and knowing the na- 
ture of the duty on which the troop had been sent, aware of the 
apalling state in which the city was placed, and. observing the 
conflagrations which were vomiting forth in the dijfferent quarters 
of it, he-should have had no anxiety or even curiosity to oroes 
College-green to enquire in what manner his troop was engaged, 
and whether his own services could be of no avail? I do notBn- 
tei*tain the slightest doubt that Captain Warrington had felt unwell 
at some short period before the return of Cornet Kelson to the 
Hotel. But in the full discharge of my duty I must observe that, 
at seven o'clock that evening, Captain Warrington was capable 
of walking to General Pearson's house at Clifton : that he did not 
return to the Hotel at nine o'clock, and that in about one liour, 
afler he had retired to his bed, he was perfectly capable of appear- 
ing at the head of his troop to repel the rioters who had attacked 
the front of Reeves's Hotel ; and under all the circumstances of 
that awful night, no illness, short of some risk of absolute destruc- 
tion of health, ought to have restrained the prisoner from pro- 
ceeding in search of the force entrusted to his charge, when upon 
his return to the Hotel, he found the troop had escaped from his 
command, especially as the point to which it had been directed, 
was within two hundred yards of prisoner's quarters. 
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With respect to the Fourth Count of the Third Charge, my 
humble opinion is, that it falls to the ground. But although the 
detachment which proceeded to Queen-square, on Monday mom 
ing, the 31st October, appears to have been dispatched thither un- 
der directions issued by Lieutenant- colonel Brereton, I should 
not discharge my duty were I to omit remarking upon the extra- 
ordinary arrangement with respect to the divided command of 
Captain Warrington's troop, upon that occasion, as developed by 
the prisoner in his defence ; for it appears, by his own showing, 
that after Comet Kelson marched off with the detachment. Lieu- 
tenant- color el Brereton had nothing to do with the reserve, or thfe 
time or occasion for its being called upon. But Cornet Kelson, 
the inferior officer, is to send to Captain Warrington, his superior 
officer, without any reference to Lieutenant-colonel Brereton, as 
soon as there is any thing to do ; and how does the Comet obey 
that order ? He waits till near seven o'clock before he sends for 
his Captain, although the detachment was called upon two hours 
before seven o'clock, to use force for effectually putting down the 
rioters. 

Having thus gone over such parts of the evidence produced be- 
fore the Court, as appear to me to be essential to. the case, X^bould 
no longer have trespassed on the time of the Court, had Hfij^ the 
prisoner, upon several occasions, rested his juitification, eitlifer di- 
rectly or indirectly, upon the impossibility or illegali^., of his act- 
ing, in any case against the rioters, without the posiSvB and per- 
sonal attendance of a Magistrate* This plea of jusuficatibh will 
be foimd to be urged or implied in an infinity of (^estibp^ or re- 
plies to questions, which are recorded in the CourTs protogedings ; 
and the prisoner twice in the course of his address to troTCourt, 
pronounced such principle to be in accordance with the instruc- 
tions under which he acted last winter, in the South Western dis 
trict. I can speak well to those instructions, because they were in 
strict accordance with instmctions issued by me, to every officer 
and Jnon -commissioned officer of cavalry, in Kent, Sussex, and 
Surrey, where, (during the winter of 1829 — 30,) I held the 
command of the troops which were sent into that district to put 
down the disturbances. Those instructions certainly Were to the 
effect, that no troop or detachment was to be taken out, but by the 
written requisition or personal attendance of a Ma^trate, with- 
out which restrictions His Majesty's troops would have been ha- 
rassed in all directions, upon every village disturbance, or expect- 
ed disturbance^ or whenever a private gentieman chose to fancy 
that an attack was about to be made on his house or premises. 




o 



Xi 






No. 10. PRICE ONE PENNY. 

COURT-MARTIAL CONTINUED. 



All that is well known to three of the Members of this Honourable 
Court, who then commanded regprnnents under my orders. But 
surely the position of an officer holding a detached command in a 
disturbed district, under circumstances such as I have represented, 
is not to be laid upon a parallel with the position of an officer placed 
in command of a troop under circumstances such as those in w^hich 
the prisoner stood, in this city, between mid-day of the 30th Octo- 
ber, till sun- rise of the following morning ; during which most 
awful period the rioters were proceeding, in systematic progression, 
from outrage to outrage, and from enormity to enormity, without 
check or control, and when this vast and opulent city was threat- 
ened, under the prisoner's own eyes, to be included in a general 
eu conflagration. Does the prisoner mean to infer, that whilst he 
1^ was acting in the S. W. district, under Sir William Heathcote's 
'^ directions, that gentleman's house had been about to be fired by a 
I body of incendiaries, whilst the owner was from home, and if the 
ns prisoner had chanced to have been passing by &t the time with his 
o troop, he would not use force to check so daring an outrage ? or 
pQ had Winchester Gaol been forced by a body of rioters, no peace - 
C officer- being present, and had the prisoner been at hand with his 
S troop, that he would have hesitated to repel the tumult and the 
^ outrage, to disperse the delinquents, to take them into custody, or, 
j3 if driven to the last extremity, to put them to death ? 
§ The principle, then, which most alarms nie in the Prisoner*s 

P^ address to the Court, and which he has endeavoured to maintain in 
different parts of his defence is, that the refusal of an officer to act 
C without a magistrate is ** in strict accordance with the rules of tht 
■^ service.^' Standing, as I do here, at the suit of my Sovereign, 1 
*^ should ill, indeed, acquit myself of the trust which is reposed' in me, 
o were I not to record upon the proceedings of this court, my most 
Ph distinct and decided protest against the doctrine thus set up by the 
^ prisoner ; a doctrine at variance with all the declared opinion of 
'^ our soundest crown lawyers since the days of Elizabeth ; a doctrine 
«S not *' in strict accordance with," but most decidedly opposed to the 
'g orders and regulations of his lMlajesty*s service, as well as to the law 
-^ of this land, — a doctrine calculated not only to destroy the moral as 
well as the professional principles of the soldier, but to expose the 
person as well as the property of the subject to violence and io des- 
tniction — a doctrine which, if admitted, would enable every officer, 
when placed in ccmmand of his Majesty's troops for the suppression 
of tumult, to place the inertness of the civil power between himself 
and the personal responsibility of his station, and, under the pro* 
tection of such inertness, to shelter himself from blame and disgrace. 
In pursuing a question which I deemed to be of vital importance, 
not merely to the interests of the army, but infinitely more to the 
interests of the nation at large, I will not conceal that I am actu- 
ated by motives of personal consideration. I will not conceal that 
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I ha%e a larger stake of character and responsibility (borth as aif 
oHicer and a man,) upon this question, at the present moment, than 
any olher officer in his Majesty's dominions, save the general com- 
manding in chief, and the lieutenant-general commanding in Ireland. 
Placed, by the King's most gracious favour, in the high and ho- 
nonrable post of Inspecting General of Cavalry, 1 became respon- 
sible (hat every order or regulation which is directed to that branch 
of tlie army, stationed in Great Britain, shall be acknowledged and 
understood. 1 need hardly obser\e to this court, that the regiments 
of cavalry in Great Jiritainare, for the most part, dispersed over the 
whole face of the country, and that cavalry, from the nature of its 
arms, is more frequently called out than any other branch of his 
Majesty's forces, for the suppression ofriots. A duty more delicate 
or more invidious, yet more important, can scarcely be conceived, 
than that in which a military officer is engaged, when employed 
either with or without a peace officer, for the suppression of tumult 
and the preservation of the public peace ; and the one now unhap- 
pily before the court, affords most deplorable illustration of the 
evils that may arise from a misconception of the principles by which 
the discharge of this duty should be regulated. The court cannot 
fail then to appreciate the intense anxiety under which I labour at 
the 1 resent moment, when there seems occasion to enquire whether 
his Majesty's rules and regulations, which have been issued for the 
(guidance of the army on the subject of suppression of riots, have 
become a dend letter ? Surely to God, it is time to raise my voice, 
and to put this question, when an officer under my superintendence;, 
who has now to answer before this court, for having declined to ac 
against the Haters under a distinct andwtitten authority to do so, from 
the chief magistrate of ih'mciiyf has called upon another officer under 
my superintendence, to speak to his conduct during the Bristol K iots; 
which officer did not hesitate io act against the rioteis, under a 
yimilarly written authority, to do so from the said chief' magistrate of 
Bristol, 

U his Majesty, with a paternal solicitude for the honour and tlie 
character of his troops, and still more for the security of his peace- 
able and well-disposed subjects, has commanded that the law which 
relates to the suppression of Riots by the military, shall be entered 
in a hook of General Regulations and Orders for the guidance of 
the Army. If his Majesty has further commanded that every 
officer in the service shall ].rovide Idmself with a copy of the said 
Regulations, and make himself perfectly acquainted with them. 
That commanding o'fficers of regiments shall be held responsible 
that this order be attended to. And lastly, that his Majesty's 
Inspecting Generals shsdl, twice in each year, report, for his Ma- 
jesty's information, whether the said order has been duly observed. 
The substance of the law for the guidance of the military in the 
suppression of riots, as entered in his Majesty's Regulations and 
Onlers of the Army, is to the following effect : " In case of any 
sudden riot or breach of the peace, by an assembled multitude, any 
of his Majesty's subjects, without the presence of a peace officer 
qf any description, may arm themselves^ and may of course use or- 
dinary means of force to suppress such riot and distmbance." — 
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*^ And what his Majesty's subjects may do, they also ou^ht to do, 
for the suppression of public tumult, when an exigency may require 
that such means be resorted to." ** Whatever any other class of 
his Msgesty's subjects may do, the military unquestionably may do 
also.'' "However it is by all means advisable to procure a Justice 
of Peace to attend, and for the military to act under his immediate 
orders^ when such attendance and the sanction of such orders can 
be obtained, as it not only prevents any disposition to unnecessary 
violence on the part of those who act in repelling the tumult, but 
it induces also, from the known authority of such magistrates, a 
more ready submission, on the part of the rioters, to the measures 
used for that purpose ; but still in a great and sudden emergency 
the military as well as all other individuals may act without tlie 
presence of any other peace officer whatever." Such was the 
opinion of that great luminary of the law, the late Lord Ellenbo- 
rough, when Attorney- general of England. 

The gallant General then read at great length the opinions of 
Lord Mansfield, and Sir Nicholas Tyndal (the latter contained in 
his address to the Grand Jury, at the opening of the Special Com- 
mission in this city) tending to show that tlie people have a right, 
and ought to act against rioters in cases of emergency, without the 
authority of a magistrate, as have also the militarv. Sir Charles 
Dalbiac then proceeded.— Such is the opinion of the law, with 
respect to the suppression of riots, delivered by Chief Justice 
Tyndal, in the presence of two other judges, and though this 
opinion should be not more luminous, in point of law, than the 
opinions recorded of his predecessors, it has the advantage of being 
more distinct, of being free from ambiguity, and adapted to the 
understanding of every man who ought to be permitted to carry 
arms. 

Far, very far be it from me, (continued the gallant general,) in 
an humble endeavour to uphold what 1 deem to be the law upon such 
like occasion, to advocate the principle that British troops, in the 
absence of a peac« officer, are to take redress in thehLOwn hands, and 
to have recourse to violence upon every trifling tlM^, or disturb- 
ance, or breach of the peace, or in any case where heitlier the life 
or the property of the subject, or their own preservation is seri- 
seriously and distinctly menaced. Such is not the law of the land ! 
Such has never been the practice of the British soldier! God 
in Heaven forbid, that it should ever become either one or the 
other ! The humanity and forbearance of the British soldier, upon 
every" occcsion of popular tumult or commotion, have been pro- 
verbial Ibr ages. Long may those qualities form his highest attri-. 
butes. 1 would abhor the soldier that could take advantage of tuiiiujt>. 
to shed unnecessarily one drop of blood. Bear and forbear, sho'uj^ 
be our motto ! But I may ask, are there no occasions where for- 
bearance ceases to be a virtue ? A re there not limits beyond which 
forbearance becomes criminal ? When it adds atrocity to atrocity, 
and sacrifice to sacrifice, and when the innocent and well disposed, 
ratherthan the guilty and evil designing, are compromised in its 
consequences ? A reply to these questions may be too readily, tou 
mournfully furnished by the City of Bristol. Let us consider, 
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moreover, how many circumstances may occur <o cause the absence 
of all civil authority,— sickness, infirmity, distance, intervention, 
supineness, disinclination; — any of these may, pernd venture, tend 
to keep a peace officer from the actual scene of riot and outrage. It 
is on these occasions that his Majesty's troops, and especially the 
officers who command them, are to trust to the rules and regulations 
which have been presented by his gracious Majesty for their guid- 
ance, founded indeed upon the declared and acknowledged law of 
the land. In that beautiful charge to the grand jury of this city, to 
which I have had occasion to allude, the Lord Chief Justice is 
reported to have thus expressed himself, " It has been well said that 
the use of the law consists, ^rs< in preserving men's persons from 
sudden death and violence; next, in securing to them the free en- 
joyment of their property." Having thus been informed of the 
primary use and object of the law, I do boldly affirm, that the first 
public service due from the soldier to his country, is the maintenance 
of that faw, in contributing, as far as in him lies, towards the security 
of the subject and the protection of property, and that it becomes 
the military, even in the absence of a peace officer, to put down 
tumult by force, whenever such riot and tumult shall be sufficiently 
outrageous to place the life or the property of the subject decidedly 
in danger, and when that danger cannot be turned aside without 
forcible interference ; and here 1 may be allowed to observe, that 
the officer whoi'S placed in the command of a body of troops upon 
such occasions, is not to consider the caus<? of the absence of all civil 
authority, nor under any presumed dereliction of duty on the part 
of the magistracy, to refuse to do his duty, when the riot is either 
so sudden, so urgent, or so atrocious, as imperatively to demand 
his decided interposition. 

I repeat that ray observations do not point at trifling occasions ; 
but I have no hesitation in declaring that they do point at all such 
outrages and enormities as those which, commencing with the de- 
struction of the Bridewell, soon after noon on Sunday the 30th 
October, were perpetrated throughout the city of Bristol, without 
check or control, or even an attempt at interference, until five o'clock 
on the following morning. 

Is it that we are paid by the public, and that wo have no domest- 
tic services to perform ? Shall the open rebel, the public robber, 
and the midnight incendiary be suffered to stalk forth in our streets, 
to proceed from atrocity to atrocity, and his Majesty's troops be told 
that they can lay no hands upon them, but in presence of a magis- 
trate ? Shall our laws be violated, in their best and dearest interests, 
the destruction of public and of private property be carried on in 
systematic progression ? shall our gaols be forced at noon-day, and 
the felon let loose upon society ? shall our cities be fired at all points 
and sacrilege be carried to the very thresholds of our altars, and 
British troops be taught that they must stand by and look on, or 
be held fast m their quarters, till a peace oiHcer shall arrive to com- 
mand and to direct their exertions ? Shall the aged and infirm, the 
sick and the helpless, the nursing mother and the nestling infant, be 
torn from their beds at the desd of the night, to glut the reckless 
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fury of the plunderer and the incendiary, and the British soldier he 
told that he must stretch forth no hand to save, without the sanction 
of a magistrate? God forbid ! I say, God in heaven forbid ! 

I have now to express my acknowledgments to the Court for suf- 
fering me to trespass so largely upon their patience. I have yet one 
indulgence to crave at their hands ! It is well known, I believe, to 
several members of this Court, that the observations which I have 
presumed to offer with respect to the law for the suppression of riots, 
as applied to the military, have arisen for the most part out of cir. 
cumstances which occurred in the course of the prisoner's defence, 
and unversed as I am in legal phrase, it is much more than possible 
that I shall have been betrayea into some expression which may ad- 
mit of a different interpretation to that which I have desired to give 
it. I request, therefore, of the Court, that they trill put any con- 
struction upon my expressions save that which would impute to me 
the most remote idea of having contemplated the sli^test infraction 
of the law, or the slightest usurpation of the dvii power, by the 
military forces of these kingdoms. I protest once for all, that it is 
tbe occasional prostitution of the law, in the manner of employing 
the military force, and the occasional prostitution of our military 
force, when called npon to maintain the law, that I do severely 
deprecate, and against which onltf have I def^ired to raise my humble 
voice. t now commit the case of the prisoner into the 
hands of this honourable Court ; in doing which, I have only to ex- 
press my most earnest desire that when the Court shall proceed to 
pronounce judgment, should the conduct of the prisoner, in either 
of the charges, or in any part of either charge, adroit of different 
constructions, the Court will put that construction upon his conduct, 
which is most favourable to the prisoner, to the utmost interest 
which is compatible with their duty to the King, to His Majesty's 
service, and to the obligation under which their judgment is to be 
pronounced. And whatever that judgment may be, as affecting 
the prisoner, I most sincerely and most fervently pray, that the re- 
sults of this trial may be productive of benefit, not merely io the 
interests of the British Army, but, what is of far deeper import, 
io the interests of the nation at large ! And may the flames of 
Bristol serve as a beacon to every town and city in the United King- 
dom. 

The prosecutor having concluded his rejoinder, which was 
listened to throughout with the utmost attention, and Capt. War- 
rington having refused to make any observation, the Court was 
ordered to be cleared^ 
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This important cause having been appointed for trial 
on Thursaay, October 25th, at an eariy hour West- 
minster Hall was much crowded with persons anxious to 
hear the proceedings. No persons, however, unconnected 
with the proceedings, were admitted into the body of the 
Court 

■ At ten o^clock, Lord Chief Justice Tenderden, Mr. 
Justice Littledale, Mr. Justice James Parke, and Mr. 
Justice Taunton, took their seats in the Court. 

Counsel for the prosecution — the Attorney-General, 
the Solicitor-General, Mr. Sergeant Wilde, Mr. Sergeant 
Coleridge, and Meaars. Wightman and Shepherd. 

Solicitors for the prosecution — Messrs. Maule, Soli- 
citors to the Treasury; and Messrs. Cross and Jarman. 

Counsel for the defence — Sir James Scarlett, Mr. Camp- 
. bell, Mr. Sergeant Ludlow, and Mr. Follett. 

Solicitors for the defence — Messrs. Jennings and Bolton, 
London ; and Messrs. Brice and Burgess, Bristol. 

The following freeholders of Berkshire composed the 
Jury : — 

JOHN HOPKINS, Esq. Foreman 
JOHN BLAGRAVE, Esq. 
JOHN SIVEWRIGHT, Esq. 
JOHN HUGHES, Esq. 
CHARLES MEDLEY, Banker 
ROBERT MANGLES, Esq. 
EDMUND GARDENER, Esq. 
GEORGE BUTLER, Esq. 
EDWARD GOLDING, Esq. 
CHARLES PICKHAM, Esq. 
THOMAS HARMAN, Esq. 
RICHARD TOWN8HEND, Esq. 

Jfr. Wightman opened the pleadings. This was an 
information against Charles Pinney, Esq., for that on the 
29th of October, there being a riot in the city of Bristol, 
and the next day a riotous and tumultous assemblage de- 
stroyed the Bishop's Palace, a number of private dwellings. 
No 1. 



and other buildings, the defendant, then being the Mayor 
of the said city, and a Justice of the Peace, did not exert 
his authority to repress such outrage. Also, that he 
omitted to gi\e such orders, and make such arrangements, 
as were expedient and necessary. To this information 
the defendant had pleaded Not Gruilty. 

The Attorney- General then rose. Gentlemen of the 

Jury — You have learned, from the information which has 

just been read by my Learned Friend, that you are called 

from your homes to perform a most important duty, viz. 

to try an individual who has been placed in an onice of 

high trust, but who was charged with having betrayed 

that trust, by not exercising the authority and power with 

which he was invested as chief Magistrate of the city, to 

protect the property of those placed under his care. 

This gentleman, was Mayor of Bristol, and we charge him, 

that during nearly forty-eight hours, when that citr was 

placed in a most alarming state of consternation, and in a 

situation of great danger, he neglected and abandoned his 

duty, and withdrew from being found by those who 

wished to discover him. I am sure, gentlemen, it Is 

needless for me to request your attention to all the facts 

which I shall have to lay before you, convinced as I am 

in my own mind that the result will leave no doubt of the 

truth of the charge in the information. The basis of the 

accusation is perfectly well known to you, and indeed it 

is sufficiently notorious. It must be proved to you, almost 

as a matter of form, but it is already well known that the 

city of Bristol — a city of the first rank in this great 

empire, was, for the period I have mentioned, in the state 

of confusion I have stated to you. When it is tiirther added, 

that three prisons, two in the city and one in the vicinity, 

were broken open by a tumultuous and lawless mob, the 

prisoners let loose, and plunder carried on to a vast extent; 

that three gaols were destroyed by fire; the Mansion-house, 

the residence of the Chief Magistrate, destroyed; the 

Bishop's Palace reduced almost to a heap of ruins, and the 

dwellings of individuals plundered or destroyed to a 

number little short of forty of the best houses in the town. 

I think I have stated nothing which does not raise a 

prima facie case against the Magistrates who were invested 

with the custody of the city, and which leads us to inquire 

where were those Magistrates, what was their conduct, 

whether they took any and what steps to repress stKrh 

scenes, and whether they exerted the authority that was 

I^aced in them. 



t am sure, gentlemen, it would be idle for me to Isy 
down to you the nature of the duties which attach to the 
office of Magistrate ; all Magistrates are emphatically the 
conservators of the peace ; when the peace is in danger, 
it is their peculiar and bounden duty to preserve it ; and 
when it is broken, they are imperatively called on by 
their office to endeavour by all means in their power, by 
the strict exercise of their authority, to repress outrage 
by calling on all persons to aid them, even to the taking 
up arms, if necessary, to protect or restore the peace. 
Such is the well known duty of every Magistrate, and 
such was the duty imposed on all corporate Magistrates, 
who, like this defendant, acted under a charter, which 
invested them with that authority. Instances of neglect 
of that duty have occurred. In the riots of 1780, which 
occurred in consequence of Parliament having relaxed the 
laws against the koman Catholics, the Lora Mayor of 
London was charged with a neglect of his duty, not alto- 
gether dissimilar to the present case ; he was brought to 
trial, and convicted of the offence, but, in consequence of 
his dying before he was brought up for judgment, we 
have no record of the conclusion of that case. But, gen* 
tlemen, the law presents a most liberal construction in 
the exercise of magisterial duties, and most liberally af- 
tbrds protection to Magistrates for anything they do in 
virtue of their office; even if the exercise of their duties is 
not strictly confined to what is legal. But the law re- 
Quires that they should act with vigour and promptitude 
ror the protection of the peace, and they need not be 
afraid of any sevcire consequences to themselves, either 
of a civil or criminal nature. I cannot conceal firom you, 
gentlemen, that there appears throughout the whole of 
this gentleman^s conduct^ a considerable mistake in the 
view which he seems to have taken of his duty ; for while 
these very dangerous riots were taking place, he seems to 
have conceived that if he called in the aid of the military 
to put down the disturbance, and required them to act on 
their own views, and their own responsibility, he altoge- 
ther divested himself of authority; and I think you will 
|>erceive that that unfortunate desire to shift the duty 
IfpiOr hisown shoulders, and to transfer it to the military 
9uti]u9fities, prevailed throughout bis whole conduct, and 
J^ ^o -the unfortunate consequences which foUowied ; but 
il isja.'Well-rknown rule, established as the law of ihe land^ 
and laid down in the House of Lords by Lords Thurlovr 
and Mansfield, upon the occasion I have alluded to, when 



the riots of 17B0 were discussed, that the soldier, in such 
a case, stood in no different situation from that of any other 
subject of the King. It was not that anything like mar- 
tial law should be established ; the soldiers were only to 
be required in aid of civil power ; the civil power is first 
to act, and if the soldiery be called in, they are not in the 
nature of a hostile force, but only required, as the King*d 
subjects, to aid and assist. This has been laid down in all 
times, and by the highest law authorities. In that very 
useful work. Burn's Justice, there is an opinion written 
by Lord Ellenborough upon the subject; and in Bristol^ 
when many unfortunate persons were tried for these riotSj 
Lord Chief Justice Tindal laid down the rules of law 
upon this point in the most clear and perspicuous manner. 
Any one of the King's subjects is authorized to suppress 
a riot, and even a military force is invested with the same 
authority. The troops may act under their officeiv, but 
it was certainly desirable that they should always hav6 
the authority of the Magistracy to conduct their proceed- 
ings; but there might be circumstances which would pre- 
vent that being done. In this case, however, there were 
Magistrates on the spot, who repeatedly called on Colonel 
Brereton, the commander of the troox)s, (to whom he 
would not allude more than was requisite,) and gave him 
a sort of commission to go out into the streets and exercise 
his own authority ; but the Magistrates did not accompany 
him to see that that authority was properly executed, as 
they ought to have done. This seems to have been the 
leading principle acting in the mind of this gentleman. 

It appears, that on the Saturday morning, Sir Charles 
Wetherell, in goins to Bristol as Recorder, to open the 
assizes, was received with every species of insult and con- 
tumacy by a mob, who considerably annoyed him. When 
he went to the Mansion-house he was assailed, tibe windows 
and doors of the Mansion-house were broken, and the mob 
entered the house in a considerable force, at the same time 
bringing into^the building some combustibles, thereby show- 
ing what their intention was. That Mansion-house was pro- 
vidied for the residence of the Mayor, who was not elected 
from the Court of Aldermen, but annually elected from 
the Common Council The Aldermen also were required 
to be resident, by the Charter ; and, indeed, the very us^ 
of a corporate magistracy is in their being on the spot. That 
afternoon there was very great violence used by the mob, 
and the Mayor, before, 1 believe, it was dark, remonstrated 
with them, and desired them to leave the pl^ce, saying^ 



that if they continued thus to assemble, further measures 
would be taken. He did take further measures — ^he sent 
for the troops and read the Riot Act. The troops then 
cleared the streets, but the people did not altogether dis- 
perse. That evening, more than once. Colonel Brereton 
vfBs required to clear the streets, but it appears he could 
not get from the Magistrates those specinc orders to act 
which were necessary ; for when he was told to clear the 
streets, he asked whether he was to use violence or not? 
He was told to do it in any way he chose ; but that, you 
will perceive, put upon him a great responsibility. The 
mob was, in fact, then dispersed ; there was a cessation of 
violence, and several of tlie special constables were dis* 
missed by the Magistrates themselves. In the course of 
that night, independent of the attack on the Mansion-house 
in Queen-sc^uare, another act was done by the mob, which 
plainly indicated their intentions. The Council-house 
was attacked by the mob. A party of the 14th Dragoons 
was there by the orders of Government. They fired a few 
shots, and one of the rioters was killed, which seemed 
greatly to exasperate them. The Mayor and Magistrates 
had a full expectation of mischief for several days before. 
It had been put to the Government, whether Sir Charles 
Wetherell should appear at Bristol at all, and it was decided 
that he should be there, and, consequently. Government 
had provided a force in case of a riot. That night, very 
dangerous indications were made; and the man being 
shot, produced the very worst feeling between the 
mob and some of the troops. Now, suppose I were to 
admit that the Mayor exerted his authority to the best of 
his power on the ni^ht of Saturday, the question would 
then arise as to how tar he was justined, after such appear- 
ances, in not requiring all the Magistrates to meet him 
early on the Sunday morning, in order to make prepara- 
tions to meet any apprehended mischief? It does not 
appear that either on that evening or the following morn- 
ing, the Mayor sought for any accession to the civil force. 
Some complaint had been made respecting the Special 
(j!!onstable8, and the Mayor threw some degree of blame 
upon them, but there was a total want of organization of 
that force, and nothing was done with them except calling 
about 300 of them out. That was all the Magistrates did. 
The Mayor read the Riot Act twice, but there was no 
tender of his services to accompany the military, and no 
provision was made for the meeting of the Magistrates on 
^9 following morning. On that morning, sdthough as 



early as s^v«n o'clock the barricades against the Mansion- 
* house were pulled down by the mob, 1 don't. find that the 
Magistrates took any pains to collect the civil force. 
That they looked to the military I will believe, but the 
military might have exhausted all their ammunition and 
all their force ; and if they had done so, it would have lefl 
the civil power more entirely at the mercy of the mob. 
But no steps were taken. The Mansion-nouse was ex- 
posed, the cellars were emptied of the wine, and a great 
part of the mob got intoxicated; until it became necessary 
for the Mayor (not having sought the protection he ought 
to have had) to meet the other Magistrates at the Council- 
house. — (The learned counsel here referred to a plaa in 
his hand, showing the short distance firom the Mansion- 
house to the" Council-house.) 

At the Council-house the Mayor summoned the citizeiis 
to attend, but he did so, not with the voice of authority 
as was his duty ; he wrote a sort of polite invitation to 
persons to come forward. There were numerous citizens 
in the anxious hope of being employed to provide mea- 
sures of security, but no plan was provided by the Magia- 
trates ; on the contrary, there was a kind of advert isa- 
ment for others to propose some plan, when nothing 
could be more distinctly clear than that it was the duty 
of the Mayor to exert his authority and insist on the 
citizens assisting him. But instead of that, there was a 
debate or discussion courted by the Magistrates, in order 
that some other gentleman might propose a plan. A great 
deal was said about the military ; ana it appeared that the 
danger of employing them was the greater; indeed, Colo- 
nel Brereton gave his opinion that it was so. At the 
Council- house, it seems, the Magistrates about eleven 
o'clock received notice of an event of the most important 
description. You will agree, no doubt, with me, that 
when the mob was parading the town, and getting the 
upper hand, one of the first objects should have b^n to 
secu^e the gaols from attack; but they heard, at eleven 
6'clock, that the Bridewell was about being attacked; 
but although the Bridewell was so near to theCouncil-house^ 
they made no preparation to prevent its being stormed. 
Although many complaints were made against Colonel 
Brereton for not doing what the Magistrates wished, under 
the general order to clear the streets, he was oot called 
upon to direct his troops toward the Bridewell ; nothing 
of that sort was done, and during three hours that the 
storming of Bridewell took place by a mob insignificant 



in numbers, and but little exasperated, hot a sinffle effort 
was made to prevent its being destroyed. The Bridewell 
is most remarKably situated, tor you will see by the plan, 
that, the Governor's house is on one side, and the prison 
on the other of a narrow passage, the entrance to which 
is at each end by gates, and it could only be got at by 
forcing those gates. If only a few cons&ibles, or half a 
dozen of the Sheriff's men had been placed there, when 
the first notice was given of the probability of an attack, 
it would have been next to impossible tor the mob to 
attack it. After a period of three hours, during which 
some of the citizens made applications to the Mayor and 
Magistrates, who expressed themselves unable to do anj 
thing, and consequently the mob were left to pursue their 
lawless course, and the building was destroyed. Now, 
gentlemen, you cannot but perceive the sort of encou- 
ragf^ment which was thus given to the wrong-doers, and, 
therefore, it is not surprising that having rescued the pri- 
soners from Bridewell, the mob should go to the gaol. — 
No arrangement appears to have been made to protect that 
building. During the time the Magistrates were assem- 
bled, the governor of the city gaol made his appearance, 
and informed them that he understood the mob were pro- 
ceeding towards that prison for the purpose of destroying 
it, and enquired what was to be done. He could not» 
however, obtain any assistance. At length becomii^ im- 
patient, he exclaimed, " Am I to defend it] — this is the 
moment for action, not deliberation.'' Upon which one 
of the Magistrates, in the presence of the Mayor, said— 
*'Why, really, Mr. Humphries, I don't know, pex4ia^9 
if you were to release the prisoners it might tend to pacify 
the mob ; but, mind, I don't give that advice. You must 
act on your own discretion." The natural consequence of 
such miserable indecision was, the gaol was destroyed, and 
150 prisoners set free. 

Not even then were the military called upon to act in 
any particular manner, such as to send them with a body 
of constables; but some constables, with two or threeAlder- 
men at their head, went at one time, and the troops at an-* 
other; there was no concert, no unanimity, and the mob 
got the upper hand. But there was no place which pre* 
sented a more complete front to an enemy than this gacL 
The walls and gates were high and strong, and there was 
a float close to it, so that if there had l^en a force pre-, 
viously provided, the-- ikiob might have been repulsed qr 
have been driven into ij^e float There was no plac^ mor^ 
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easy of defence, if there had been a better understaadtiBir 
between the Mayor, Uie constables, and the troop8->*4f afi 
had acted together, the place could have been saved. 
However, it was not saved, and many prisoners, to the 
number of 150, were let loose to join in the acts of plunder. 
Other acts were then done, the dock gates were nred, the 
gaol out of town, belonging to the county of Gloucester, 
was fired, and the prisoners released; so that during the 
firing of the Bridewell no effort was made, and during the 
firing of the gaol there was only one effort, which, from 
being unconnected and detached, was rendered useless.: 
It appears very sing^ular that the constables were desired 
not to show their staves, but to keep them in their pockets, 
and to persuade the people to retire ; and almost the only 
device used was to get a Dissenting Minister, certainly oi 
great respectabiUty and eloquence, to make a speech to 
the multitude to endeavour to persuade them to disjierse-^ 
a very useless waste of eloquence truly. 

I have now stated generally what was going on, and 
what was the conduct of the Mayor and Magistrates; the 
Mayor being the principal person, and naturally the lead^. 
er. Well, then, it was arranged that they should separate; 
and come again at half- past three o'clock. At that time, 
many of the citizens did come again. Still there was no 
plan agreed on; no orders given; no authority exercisedv 
and nothing done on the part of the Mayor to show a dis^ 
position to command or exercise any of his authority tq. 
suppress the riot. One constable stated that he had about 
one hundred men capable of acting, to which the Mayor 
replied, he was happy to hear it The constable then 
asked if the men might, in case of necessity, use fire arms; 
and the Mayor informed him at first, that that was a very 
doubtful point, but afterwards said that it would be im- 
proper to use fire arras, for if any person were killed, th« 
constable might be tried for murder. That was the May-. 
or's very singular piece of law. It really appears to me 
a most extraordinary view which the Magistrates took, of 
their duty, and of the situation of the town. The cour- 
stables again came at half- past five o'clock, and put tha 
same questions, as to what they were to do, and they were 
all told that they must act on their own responsibility^ 
the Magistrates evidently wishing to take care of then^^ 
selves. At six o'clock it was suggested that the full poeaie 
should come. One of the Magistrates said, as it wo^^U" 
soon be dark, every one must act lor his own safety. If ^i 
were possible to suppose that there even was a wish '* 



this should be so, and that the force should go forwards 
I do not know how any thing could have been thought o^ 
more likely to prevent its operations than telling respect* 
able persons to separate, while the city was in a blaze 
almost from one end to the other, at four o'clock in the 
afternoon, to meet again in fourteen hours afterwards, 
when such great acts of violence had been done. The 
whole of the Magistrates,! however, did not separate. It 
was soon stated to them that the Mansion-house was set 
on fire, and that the Bishop's Palace was about to be fired . 
The witnesses will state to you. Gentlemen, that at this 
moment some of the most respectable persons in Bristol 
were desirous of going out to see what impression could 
be made on the mob, but they said the Mayor must ac- 
company them. He consented to do so — they proceeded, 
and as they passed on they gave three cheers for the 
Mayor; but on looking back, to their great astonishment, 
they found that he had turned back, and re-entered the 
Council-house from whence he had proceeded! Thus 
unsupported by magisterial presence, they also returned, 
and gave up their undertaking as hopeless. The Bishop^s 
Palace was fired — the Mayor then went down to College 
Green, and to Colonel Brereton's Recruiting Sergeant's 
office. When he started, he stated he was going to the 
Palace to offer some resistance, but how he could have 
done so I do not know, because he had no force whatever 
with him. When he had got to the recruiting sergeant's 
office, he inquired of some of the soldiers how his own 
personal safety could be effected — he wished to be pro- 
tected — he wished to escape, and he did escape from the 
recruiting office, having first beheld the destruction that 
was going on at the palace, and having seen that there was 
a personal conflict at that very instant going on between 
respectable persons and the mob — man to man — hand 
to hand — and the jury, I am sure, will consider what 
effect the presence of a Magistrate would have had at such 
a juncture, to give sanction and effect to the efforts 
of those who were endeavouring to enforce the law against 
the lawless mob. 

Gentlemen, it is charged that the Mayor withdrew, and 
secreted himself so, that he was not to be found by those 
who were seeking to put down the rioters. He escaped, 
aS'I have told you, from the Palace, and from the recruit- 
ing office. Sometime afterwards he called at the Sheriff's, 
ahc^mi^nied by another Alderman; and saw a servant. It 
ajiipeitr^ as though he wereonly anxiou» about his own 
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safety, for whilst the work of devastation was going on) 
he secured a retreat, and safely lodged himself at^Mr* 
Daniel Fripp's house, Berkeley-spuare, arill directions 
were given to the porter, if any one inquired for the May- 
or to say that he was not there ; to which the man replied^ 
*• Oh, yes ! I know what you mean, I will take care not 
to betray his Worship. He went there, and from thence 
sent a note to Colonel Brereton, desiring him to put dpwn 
the mob — Colonel Brereton and Captain Codrington being 
at that very time in search of the Mayor, and could no>t 
find him. On Sunday ntoning the Mayor sent another 
note to Colonel Brereton, ^but he could not act witliout 
the Mayor. At a later period, two. gentlemen, one a me- 
dical man, feeling alarmed at seeing the houses in Queen- 
square consigned to flames by men in a state of intoxicar 
tion, many of them very young, went in search of the 
Mayor, and guessed (guessing rightly) that he was at the 
house of Mr. Fripp. When they arrived there they 
inquired if he was there, and were some time before they 
could get an answer. At last they learnt he was there, 
and they were informed by a note from him up stairs 
that he was desirous that Colonel Brereton should quell 
the mob at one particular place, where he (the Mayor) 
could have no earthly idea whether the military assistance 
was required at that precise time or not ; that, however, 
was all the assistance or advice the gentlemen could set 
from the Mayor. Colonel Beckwith likewise received a 
note irom the Mayor, and though he was most desirous 
of putting down such a mob, he was very anxious to have 
the presence of the magistrates, or any one magistrate, 
and he proceeded to the Mayor and Aldermen for their 
presence. This was the time Queen-square was burning. 
He wished them to ride along with him, but they declined 
to do so — some of them said they could not ride — others 
that they had not been on horseback for eighteen years— 
(laughter) — and thus he was left to his own discretion, all 
the Aldermen having declined to accompany him. Col- 
onel Beckwith then, of his own accord, rode through 
one side of Queen-square, and in a quarter of an hour 
put an entire stop to the destruction going on there. 
This showed what effect a vigorous effort may have been 
attended with to have put down the whole at any early 
period. It was to be remembered, too, that nine-tehtlij^ 
of the persons assembled on such occasions are always 
ready to join the force sent forth against such mobs. In 
this way, however, the thing at last was put an end to, 



but not without great loss of property, and I am sorry to 
say, great loss of life. . 

These, Ggntlemeri, then are the charges which you will 
have to try. What we charge is shortly this, that the 
Mayor did not exercise the powers of his office, as he was 
bound to have done. That he exercised no authority 
which he had for the purpose of protecting his fellow- 
citizens, but with full knowledge that the mob were likely 
to pursue their violence ; with full notice on the Saturday 
that the acts of destruction would be repeated ; with fuU 
knowledge of the violence goiii^on, this gentleman, hav- 
ing full power to require the -^tendance and assistance of 
all his fellowcitizens, instead of demanding that assistance, 
and going forth against the mob witii such a force, threw 
himself upon them for his personal protection, which they 
had no right to consider ; and all this at a time when the 
military and civil force (which he had a right to command,) 
were likely to have put a decisive stop to the destruction 
threatening and going on ! 

In a riot like this, as you all know, gentlemen, there are 
some places more than others likely to be attacked. There 
are the gaols, the banks, and so on. Fortunately, it did 
not appear that the mob had any intention of proceeding 
to the banks. But one gentleman, from a bank, attended 
at the Council-house, to request assistance — in reply, he 
was told the Magistrates could do nothing,, and that he 
must do the best he could for himself. Now, even if it 
appeared to the Magistrates at this time that there was no 
chance of their mining any head against the mob with 
any force they could collect, still I should submit to you 
that it was the duty of the Magistrates to have had to- 
gether the best force they could, even if they could only 
have had the sherilTs officers as a nucleus ror others to 
rally round, to have done all they could in time of need, 
instead of desiring them to go home as they did. Some 
of the Chelsea pensioners came and offered their services 
against the rioters. The Magistrates said, they had no 
means of employing them. They said we should wish to 
exert ourselves against these acts of violence, but we must 
have arms. ** Oh,'^ said the Magistrates, " we can give 
vou no arms,^ and something was added about injury 
naving been done by arms. Then the gun-smith*s shops 
flfre places likely to be resorted to on such occasions as 
tiif^e — and I mention this to show the great neglect of 
dtifr Of these Magistrates. Gentlemen came to them and 
said, they had been making an estimate of the number of 
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funs that were in Bristol, and found there were about ei^t 
undred ; they added that something ouffht to be done 
with those guns. *' Oh (said one of the Magistrates), you 
had better throw them into the Float. — (Much laughter) 
but one of the gentlemen observed, you had better arm 
eight hundred men with them, who will be ready to afford 
their assistance; and would that not have been the reason- 
able, the rational, and proper way of proceeding, by persons 
competent to hold situations of such power? On one aide 
of the square were the Custom-house and Excise-office. 
A great many persons are employed there. It was, indeed, 
Sunday ; but suppose notice had been given to the heads 
of those offices, there was likely to be an attack made on 
their premises, would thtjy not have got together every 
person employed in those buildings, who would have pre- 
pared themselves to defend them 7 

You will find, gentlemen, that two respectable Catholic 
Priests came to the Magistrates, and said, they could pro- 
duce from one to two hundred sober Irishmen — (Much 
laughter) — who would immediately join in support of the 
law, and to put down the rioters, but they would not 
accept of that offer. In every instance where suggestions 
of this sort were made, constant answers were given thi^t 
there was no power to do it ; that they must lie by tjll 
military force came, and without them the civil force was 
not even to be organised for the purpose of making a 
defence, or assisting in making a defence, when it became 
prudent to act even in the eyes of these Magistrates them- 
selves. This, gentlemen, being a case of negligence — a 
case in which something was to be done that was not done 
— when all the circumstances which took place shall hare 
been detailed to you, you will have to consider whether it 
was not the duty of Magistrates, particularly of the Chief 
Magistrate, to have done every thing that could possibly 
have been done for the purpose of suppressing such out- 
rageous acts. These too, gentlemen will please recollect, 
are exclusive Magistrates — the county Magistrates could 
not act in the city at all ; — these Magistrates were the men 
alone who could act, and who ought to have acted. 

Gentlemen, I shall call various witnesses before you. I 
shall also lav before you the statement which the Mayor 
himself made afterwards, viz. on the 4th of November, tp 
the Secretary of State for the Home Department, and it 
may be convenient now to show you how he shapes that 
statement, It is a statement of circumstances, and, in all 
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probability, you will find the circumstances stated as 
strongly as possible against others, and in order to find an 
excuse for the Magistrates. Taking it even in that way of 
viewing it, I feel confident it will leave such grounds of 
neglect apparent to your minds, as will satisfy you that the 
Mayor is guilty of the misdemeanour with which we charge 
him. I shall read a few parts of the statement to you 
now, and you shall have the whole of it laid before you 
hereafter. The Learned Counsel then detailed some parts 
of the statement, and concluded by comments on it; 
saying, that had the Magistrates been at their posts, and 
done their duty, the whole of the mischief having been 
done by small parties, many composing them being in- 
toxicated, and many others young, the outrages might 
easily and soon have been suppressed by a common civil 
force, if there had only been resolution and vigour. The 
Hon. Gentleman then concluded by saying, that he 
thought, therefore, that he should be able to prove the 
Mayor guilty of the misdemeanour laid to his charge. 

John Walker Newcomb was then called and examined by 
the Solicitor-General, as follows : — He is a printer, resi- 
ding in John-street, Bristol. He remembered the 29th of 
October last year. He was not present at the entry of the 
Recorder into Bristol. He went to the Mansion-house at 
4 o'clock that afternoon. There were some civil officers 
outside of the Mansion-house: there were full fifty of 
them. The persons collected were some thousands. The 
rioters were not fifty. He went into the Mansion-house 
between six and seven, but did not see any of the Magis- 
trates. The military soon after arrived. He then saw the 
Magistrates. He told the constables there were very tew 
actual rioters, and he was sure that if a dozen of them 
were to go out they could disperse them. One of them 
answered by saying, that if they went out they were sure 
to have their heads broken. This was when he first went 
into the Mansion-house. Previous to the arrival of the 
military, he did not hear any orders given to the consta- 
bles. He heard Colonel Brereton ask the Mayor for di- 
rections. He did not hear them, as all strangers were 
desired to retire. — The constables were drawn up by Ma- 
jor Mackworth. They sallied out and cleared the streets 
two or three times, but the rioters returned soon after. He 
assisted the civic officers in clearing away the mob.^ The 
gas lights had been put out by the rioters. The military 
'said that they could not see where they were riding, and a 
torch was given him by the Mayor to carry before the sol- 

No. 2. c 
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diers. He left the Mansion-house about one o'clock. The 
munber of the civil officers in the Mansion-house had dimi- 
nished when he left. They had no direct orders to remain.- 
When a dozen made a charge, perhaps only sereh oi? 
eight of them returned. He went away because he wa»' 
very much fatigued with running before the soldiers with 
the light. When witness left he was not desired to stay« 
Could not speak to any thing of his own knowledge of 
what occurred at the Mansion-house after he left. Return-' 
ed on Sunday morning to the Mansion-house about half- 
past nine o'clock. The windows were then completely* 
demolished, the furniture broken, and it was in possession- 
of the mob, whom the officers were unable to drive out; 
The mob were in the rooms, hall, and cellars, in which' 
possession no one molested them till after witness arrived. 
Witness supposed there must have been twenty rioters in 
the house at the time, and no officers outside, nor any 
military force. The mob appeared to be intoxicated, at 
least the major jmrt of them. Witness and a tew persons^ 
drove the mob out without any difficulty. Afterwards a 
number of inhabitants came to the Mansion-house. After' 
the house was cleared, witness saw Alderman Hilhouse, 
who went with witness to the side-door of the Mansion- 
house and read the Riot Act. Witness did not know from' 
what part Alderman Hilhouse came. There was no impe«- 
diment to his reading the Riot Act. At this period there 
were about 200 rioters assembled, who immediately after 
the reading of the Act began to throw stones and glass 
bottles, which caused witness and the Alderman to retire 
within the Mansion-house. No attempt was made to re- 
press the conduct of the rioters. Witness remarked to 
Alderman Hilhouse, that a small force acting judiciously 
would find little difficulty in dispersing the mob. Thw 
was witness' decided opinion at the time. Witness re* 
mained at the Mansion-house till about half-past twelve 
o'clock; during which period the Mansion-house was 
almost filled with respectable residents of the city. The 
Mayor was also there, but witness did not perceive hiih 
till after the Riot Act was read. The persons assembled 
offered to do all in their power to quell the disturbances 
The Mayor and Alderman Hilhou^ directed no force to- 
be used towards the mob, and enjoined the officers not' to 
take any of them into custody. Recollect the Mayor 
stating no staves were to be used, and the mob were, if 
possible, to be persuaded to go home quietly. No attempt 
during this period was made by witness or any other per^- 
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son to disperse the mob. Did not see the Mayor atfterhd 
haxi given the directions witness had spoken of, to the 
best of his recollection. Saw Mr. Alderman Hilhonse 
and Mr. Alderman Fripp after that period, but they did' 
not take any active part in quelling the disturbance. Wit- 
ness went to Guildhall at half*past three o'clock in conse- 
ouence of a gentleman calling on him and saying, he was 
directed to call out the posse comitatus. Many persons 
had assembled there when witness arrived. Saw the Mayor, 
one or two of the Aldermen, and Mr. Sergeant Ludlow 
soon after his arrival. The Mayor remarked on the dread- 
ful state of the city, and called on the citizens to assist 
him to put an end to the disturbance. The citizens wished 
to be authorised to use fire-arms, but the Mayor and 
Aldermen refused to give them any such authority, say- 
ing they must use their own discretion. A Mr. Johnson, 
a solicitor, asked Sergeant Ludlow if they might not be 
permitted to use arms? The Sergeant said he could 
give no authority, but he thought they would be justified 
in using them. No directions were given to the inhabi- 
tants on the subject. The Mayor and Magistrates then 
went to the Council-house, where they called upon the 
citizens to join them. Witness should think at one time 
there were a hundred persons present at the Guildhall, 
where the meeting broke up without any plan being set- 
tled. Witness went home and remained there till seven 
or eight o'clock. Went to Queen-square about eleven 
o'clock, and remained there till half- past twelve. Saw the 
mob firing the houses ; from 200 to 300 were engaged in 
this scene of demolition. Did not see the Mayor or any 
Magistrate there ; saw some of the civil ofiicers pass back- 
wards and forwards, but they were merely looking on. 
When witness first went to the Square saw the Custom- 
house on fire; two or three other houses were set fire to 
afterwards. The direction the fire took was from ^he 
Custom to the Mansion-house ; the houses between which 
were fired in succession, beginning at the Mansion-house. 
Was present at the firing of the Bishop's palace about 
nine o'clock, before which period it had commenced. 
There were from 50 to 100 persons actually engaged in 
setting it on fire. Witness saw no civil force there, nor 
did he observe either the Mayor or any of the Magistrates 
there. Witness stopped at the palace about an hour, en- 
deavouring to preserve the books which had been taken 
itom the Chapter-house, which the mob were proceeding 
to burn. Witness, without being wounded, saved a great 



16 

quantity of valuable parchments. Several of the inhal9i» 
tants ^ere similarly engaged. The fire was going on at 
the Mansion-house at the same time the Bishop^s palace 
was burning. Witness then went home. He afterwards 
went to the Bridewell ; at that time there were about 150 
persons present. No military or civil force was there. 
He was there for a considerable time, attempting to pre>> 
vent the fire from extending to the neighbouring houses. 
The people were some armed with sticks, and he saw one 
with a sword, but many had nothing in their hands. 
There was a passage about four feet wide running along the 
Bridewell, which had no gates at the ends of it. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett. — Went to liie 
Mansion-house on tlie day of Sir Charles Wetherell*fi 
entry, about four o'clock, when he found some of the 
windows broken. Heard the Mayor read the Riot Act, 
between five and six. There were thousands assembled 
outside, but only a few were engaged in the breaking of 
the windows — no one interfered to prevent them frotti 
the violent conduct the} were pursuing. Thinks that a 
few resolute men might have prevented all the mischief 
at that time. Some stones were thrown when the Mayor 
was reading the Riot Act, and also much noise, as shouts 
of approbation, apparently to encourage the rioters. Saw 
no disposition to apprehend the rioters by the multitude 
as distinguished from those who were actually committing 
the violence. The crowds continued after the Mayor 
had retired, and he heard him often threaten that if they 
did not disperse, he would send for the military — he did 
so; and when they came he went up to the Mgaistrates 
with the officer, but did not hear what passed, as strangers 
were ordered to withdraw. The 3d Dragoons, which 
came first, were received with great cheering by the peo- 
ple, many crying out, ** the King and Reform," which 
was repeated by some of the soldiers. Many of the 
people were busy shaking hands with the soldiers. 
Heard the populace say, " You are for the King, and we 
are for the King;" but never heard any one say, •* Yoti 
won't hurt us." The military sometimes went round thfe 
Square, but more generally stood still. He took one of 
officers of the 14th Dragoons into the Mansion-house, who 
was wounded by his horse falling over the broken build- 
ings. He supposed there were from thirty to forty of th^ 
8d Dragoons. The I4th did not come till after the 3d. H^ 
believed it was somewhere about nine o'clock, and he hid 
heard that ^e peo|^ ^oaned at them on their entry. He 
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left about one o^dock to go home, when everf. thing wot 
quiet in that part of the town. On the road, however^ 
he heard a shot from the 14th Dragoons, about a quarter 
of a mile from the Mansion-house. Could not tell what the 
occasion the shot was. As far as he could judge, the dispo« 
sition in the town was as much against assisting as constables 
ontiiatday as the day before. Many would not go out ascoa- 
stabl^s, not from a disposition to embarrass the Magis- 
trates, but from their dislike to Sir Charles WetherelPs 
Parliamentary character. Next day he went to the Man« 
sion>house, at nine o'clock, when he found every window 
smashed, and not one piece of furniture was lefl entire. 
Saw the Mayor and Alderman Hilhou^e ; the latter read 
the Riot Act; at that time did not see the Mayor. Soon 
atler the military arrived and drove away the people, who 
were throwing stones. At three o'clock, in his own 
house, he received a requisition to meet the Mayor. He 
went to the Guildhall, and at that time there were about 
100 persons present. Heard one party declare that they 
would not act as constables, unless supported by the mili- 
tary. Did not hear any one say they would not act un* 
less the military was sent away. Did not see Mr. Taun- 
ton there. Col. Brereton was there at the time. The 
1 Uh Dragoons had before this been sent out of the town. 
Sergeant Ludlow asked Col. Brereton where they were, 
and he said they were about a mile out of the city. The 
Sergeant then said, ^^ In the King's name, I command 
you to order them instantly into the town." Col. Brereton 
persisted in his refusal, and then requested to have a 
private interview with the Magistrates. 

They then retired, and Sergeant Ludlow returned in 
about ten minutes. Heard the Sergeant say he would re- 
port him for his refusal. Sergeant Ludlow, when he 
returned, said the Colonel had given such reasons to the 
Magistrates that they were satisfied it would be imprudent 
to bring in the 14th. Heard Colonel Brereton say, that if 
they were brought in not a man of them woula be left 
before the evening, and that his own troops, the 3d Dra- 
goons, were so fetigued, having been forty-eight hours on 
duty, that they were incapable of doing further duty. 
Did not hear of any offer made to him of fresh horses for 
his men, nor any request made to him to dismount his 
o^n and send them to guard the Bridewell. At this time 
zijews was brought that the Bridewell wa^ on fire. It was 
^isi opinion that 100 men, acting in concert, would have 
q^ell^^i the, mob» Went home,. aiv(i aliHHil £our o*oUK$k 
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went down to Bridewell; from what he had heard in the 
early part of the day, was not surprised to see no military 
there. Was present when the Custom-house was burning* ; 
there were many thousands present, and no one interfered 
to prevent destruction ; did not hear any one say, "We 
do not care much for the burning of the Custom -house^" 
nor any one say so of the Bishop's Palace. Never heard 
any one say, " the Recorder ought to be led to a lamp- 
post," nor, that it wo»ild have been better had he becfn 
thrown over the bridge. He knew how that originated. 
After the riots, he himself said, before such a scene of 
destruction had taken place, it would have been better 
that Sir Charles Wetherell had been thrown over t^e 
bridge. Was sure he did not say so before the rUAtt. 
Knew the Bunch of Grapes, but never said so in that house 
before the riots. Was applied to to serve as a special consta- 
ble to protect Sir Charles, but refused. He said he would 
not go out to protect him, neither would he go out to 
insult or molest him in any way. Was quite sure he had 
not made use of the words now imputed to him before the 
riots, nor on the day they took place. Knew a Mr. 
Quarman, a turner, but had never seen him in the Bunch 
of Grapes. 

John Cossens examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. Is 'k 
straw -hat manufacturer at Bristol, and a chief constable 
there. Was called upon, like others, to escort the Re* 
corder into Bristol. There were from 100 to 200 con- 
stables assembled. Did attend the Recorder into the city. 
They escorted him to the Guildhall. It is usual to go to 
the Guildhall first for the purpose of opening the com- 
mission. On their way to it, there was considerable yell- 
ing, hooting, and throwing of stones. Before they came 
to the Guildhall the stones tiew abundantly, and some dirt 
was thrown at Sir Charles, which hit him. When they 
came to the Quay some more stones were thrown ; and 
when they got to the Mansion-house, they were flung in 
all directions. Remained at the Mansion-house till twelve 
o'clock at night. Most of the constables stationed them^ 
selves round the Magistrates. Witness, as a chief consta*^ 
ble, consulted with the other chief constables, and afters- 
wards he represented to the Mayor that his own and their 
opinions were, that unless the military were called far^ 
the house they were then in would be pulled abovX theii- 
ears immediately ; upon that, the Recorder, Sir Charles* 
Wetherell, came up to me with his hands in his -pockets/ 
[Here the witness became facetious^ and gesticulated in' ik^ 
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manner to excite a buret of laughter among all the spee- 
tators in court. While suiting the action to the word, he 
proceeded to imitate Sir Charles Wetherell. " Sir Charles," 
said he, *^ with his lower garment hanging about his heels* 
and holding both his hands in his breeches pockets, just 
as I am doing now, said, ' Sir, this is not a case sufficiently 
strong to call for the interference of the military/ "] — Af- 
terwards heard three cheere given for Mr. Pinney, the 
Mayor. The military arrived about three hours ajfter this. 
Eight or nine hours afterwards, the constables were mar- 
shalled by the Mayor and Major Mackworth. There yfpce 
not more than 100 constables assembled at this time.— 
Witness remained till twelve o'clock, and then went away, 
finding that all was quiet. The general belief was, that 
. the mob had dispersed, and, therefore, the greater part of 
the constables retired. Mr. Hare, the Under-SherifF, asked 
him if he had any iniiuence with the Political Union, and 
told him, if he had, to use it for the purpose of restoring 
order. Witness said he did not belong to that body, but 
he knew several persons who did, and he went to call upon 
them. Went to Queen-square and to the Bridewell on 
the Sunday morning. The Bridewell was on fire when he 
arrived. On going towards the Guildhall he saw Colonel 
Brereton with about twenty of the dragoon guards, cheer- 
ing the mob. The Colonel took off his cap and cheered 
them. Saw Captain Codrington's troop arrive about ten 
in the evening. There was violent rioting then going on. 
Told Captain Codrington that he was chief constable of 
one of the wards, and wanted some men to assist him, as 
the mob were then breaking into a house in his neigh- 
bourhood. The Captain sneered at him, and said, ** Sir, 
I cannot act without an order of the magistrates." Saw no 
magistrate any where in the course of that day. The 
Captain then said that he would go to the Bishop's Palace 
for orders. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cam^fbell^Is chief constable 
of one of the wards of Bristol, and acts under the imme- 
diate direction of Mr. Hare, the Sub-Sheriftl Was 
obliged on the present occasion to hire constables, in con- 
sequence of the refusal of the tradesmen to come for- 
ward. The Magistrates, to prevent disturbance, very 
properly ordered that the procession to escort the Recorder 
should* assemble at an early hour. Witness and the other 
constables went out to meet him at the usual place, about 
half a mile from the city. The arrangements made by 
the' Magistrates appeared to have been very judicious^ 
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The Mayor advised the constables not to go out in a body; 
lest it might appear to tlie mob as a threat of intimida- 
tion, He also advised them to act with firmness and pru« 
dence. The Mayor addressed the mob at some length 
before he read the Riot Act. He came outside ihe 
Mansion-house for a few minutes, and exposed himself to 
the mob. No reason \v as given for giving three cheera 
for Mr. Pinney, but it had something to do with the 
Reform Bill. Mr. Piniiey was in favour of the Reform- 
Bill, and so was every wise and honest man. Sir C. 
Wetherell left Bristol between five and six o'clock in the . 
evening. Witness does not know that Sir Charles was in 
more danger of his life than any other man. Witness 
was very much fatigued. The mayor remained at the 
Mansion-house the whole of Saturday night. When the 
3d dragoon guards arrived on the Saturday, the mob 
gave them three cheers, and the soldiers joined in the 
acclamations. When on the Saturday witness found that 
the soldiers were hand and glove with the mob, he thought 
it was high time for him to go home and look after his 
own property, as he was a marked man. 

Samuel Waring examined by Mr Sergeant Coleridge.^— 
Was a merchant in Bristol in October, 1831. His ware- 
house was in King-street, Queen-square. Heard of a riot 
on the evening of October 29, 1831, and went to the 
Mansion-house. Saw about 100 to 150 persons acting 
with violence, and making a noise. This was about halt- 

Sast five o'clock. The rioters were throwing stones at the 
lansion-house, and when he first saw them they had not 
ettected any entry. They afterwards eff^ected one, and 
pulled up the rails, which they used as weapons. Saw 
some of the mob in the dining room of the Mansion* 
house. No resistance was offered to them either inside or 
out. Saw two men advancing with a large bundle of straw 
in their hands, approaching towards the door of the Man- 
sion-house, for the purpose, as he believed, of setting it 
on fire. Went for the fire-engines, and on his way met 
the military moving at a quick pace towards the square. 
Accompanied them to the square, and heard a loud cheer 
for the King, and immediately all the riot appeared to 
cease. Left the square shortly afterwads, and the riotiii|^ 
was then quite at an end. Next day at a quarter before 
ten in the morning, saw the Mayor near St. Augustine's* 
Pardde. Witness left his carriage and proceeded to address- 
biim. The Mayor then told him he had been obliged' to 
leave the mansion-house, requesting at the same tkne that 
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witness, and as many other respectable citizens as hm 
could collect, would proceed immediately to the CounciU 
house, and see what could be done. On arriving there 
he saw about twenty or thirty persons assembled, and 
they were composed of persons of all classes, and among 
them were many gentlemen. The mayor shortly after- 
wards arrived. Heard no offers of assistance made. The 
citizens continued arriving, and filled the room and the 
passage leading to it. We agreed to take Mr. Hillhouse's 
advice, and to mix with the })eople at the Mansion-house. 
Mr. Alderman George Hillhouse went with us, and we 
found the wob, amounting to about 200, surrounding the 
Mansion-house. They appeared drunk, and were very 
boisterous, but no violence was going on. The 3rd dra- 

foon guards were walking their horses round the building, 
mixed with the mob, and spoke to several of them. I 
saw no constables outside the Mansion-house. I after- 
wards went into the Mansion-house, and found several 
officers and other gentlemen, as well as special constables, 
there. I think JVfr. Alderman Abraham Hillhouse was 
there. There were no acts of violence committed at that 
time. I saw Mr. Alderman George Hillhouse enter the 
hall. He went up stairs, and shortly afterwards came 
down, and went out again. Alderman George Hillhouse 
is the taller of the two brothers. 

Afterwards went to the Guildhall, and again returned 
to the Mansion-house. I endeavoured to ascertain ft-om 
many of the mob the cause of the disturbance, and what 
they were seeking. They said they wanted Sir Charles 
Wetherell. I described to the Mayor and Alderman G. 
Hillhouse that the mob were very drunk, and apparently 
in a very bad spirit, and said I thought something should 
be done immediately to repress them; and 1 remarked 
that there were no great many persons present, and sug* 
gested whether they could not do any thing in concert to 
suppress the disturbance. Either the Mayor or Mr. Hill- 
house, who were together, said, ** We are not strong 
enough I we have no military, or very few." Upon that 
I said, that if they were not strong enough, perhaps some 
rmse might be adopted to attract the mob away from the 
Mansion-house; and I thought that, however odious it 
might be to us, an effigy might please them, and draw 
them away. I do not remember that 1 suggested that the 
effigy of any particular person should be burnt, but if I 
did, it certainly was the effigy of Sir Charles Wetherell, 
at 1 had heard the mob say they wanted Sir Charles. I- 
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Ma^strates' room. The Mayor introduced Mr. Rob^rte^- 
a Dissenting minister, and said, ** Mr. Roberts wants to 
make a speech to the people." I left the room when I 
found that the magistrates were more disposed to tfdopi 
the proposition of a speech than my suggestion. Th^ 
mayor afterwards came out and said it had been agreed' 
that the speech should be made in Queen-square. W^" 
went to the Mansion-house, and Mr. Roberts attempted tiGf- 
make a speech. The mob were then very drunk, and' 
were throwing stones at the Mansion-house. CaptaTtt^ 
Warrington was there. I assured the mob that I was in^ 
formed Sir Charles Wetherell had left the city, and repre- 
sented, whether he had or not, they ought to leave the 
square immediately. They said they did not believe h& 
had left ; that a paper had been put out to announce his 
having lefl, but that it was only a trick upon them. I did 
not see any such paper. I assured them again that h^ 
had left. Several of them came round me and said, " W 
a Quaker will tell us that he has left we will believe it.'* 
I gave them that assurance, and they appeared to beltev^ 
it A boy had been taken prisoner at the front <rf 
the Mansion-house, and was carried inside. I afterwards/ 
saw the boy released, and the mob then said to us, who 
were standing together, ** Now, gentlemen, we will dof 
no more here — we will go to the Bridewell, and release 
the prisoners who were taken last night, and then we will 
go and release those whom Sir Charles was to have tried.'' 
They then left the square one by one, and I went to the* 
Mansion-house and told Alderman Abraham Hilhouse 
what had been said. He treated it very lightly, saying, 
*' Oh, never mind ; the walls and gates are strong 
enough." I left the Mansion-house the last time about' 
one o'clock in the day, and left the' city about iwo^ 
and went home. I returned to the city about six o'clock 
in the evening. I had seen a light which I could not 
account for, and on enquiry I found that the gaol was 
on fire. I went to the Council-house, where there was a 
number of the gentlemen of the city. I asked an officer 
if there was a magistrate there, ana he said he believed*' 
not. In about an hour afterwards I went up stairs and saw ' 
several gentlemen crowding the stairs, standing with AK" * 
derman Savage. Several asked him to allow them to go > 
and defend the Bishop's Palace. He replied, "No, we" 
can give you no such permission. We are advised to call \ 
out the posse comitatus to-morrow morning, and will do 
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nothing till then/' The citizens received no instructions 
whatever from any magistrate what to do. I went to QueeiV'' 
square between my two last visits to the Council*house, 
and found a mob, but a very small number of them around 
the Mansion-house. Some had broken into the house, and 
appeared to be plundering it. They were very dirty-loofc- 
ing fellows, and did not appear to be exactly of the same 
class as those who had been there in the morning. I after- 
wards saw the other houses attacked in succession. I went 
backwards and forwards to the Guildhall, the Council- 
house, and the Bishop's Palace, to look tor the magistrates, 
but could jfind none. I remained in the square until about 
eleven o'clock at night, or half-past. The mob had gra- 
dually increased, until the number might have amounted 
to about 200. My counting-house, which was situated at 
the back of the square, was destroyed about five o'clock 
in the morning, the fire having communicated to it from 
the square. About day-light in the morning, the mob had 
dwindled down to about fifty. I had remained in the square 
all night, with the exception of about an hour and a half, 
during which I carried my books and papers home to the 
country from my counting-house. I saw no exercise of 
the civil power during the time that I was there. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett. My principal 
business is in the article of malt liquor brewed in Ireland, 
a great quantity of which we sell in London and elsewhere. 
I do not know of any influence that I possessed with the 
mob beyond the reasons which I endeavoured to advance 
to them ; I am not aware that I possessed more influence 
than my neighbours. It is possible, and may be probable, 
that I mentioned to the Magistrates that Sir Charles We- 
therell, or the Recorder, was the person whose effigy it 
would be desirable to burn. I do not believe that I men- 
tioned him, either as Sir Charles Wetherell or the Record- 
er, to the Magistrates, but I will not affirm that I did not. 
It was certainly in my mind that his was the most eligible 
effigy for the purpose, because the mob had been calling 
out tor him, and I know that I mentioned it in such terms 
to some other persons with whom I walked. I endeavoured 
to obtain a hearing for Mr. Roberts, when he attempted 
to, make a speech, but the people were so vociterous in 
th^ir eagerness to procure the release of a boy, that he 
c^i^d not succeed. I heard of a paper calling upon the 
people to assemble, but I affirm that I never took that 
pt^er into my hand and tore it, or said, " Pooh, pooh, we 
wtflatit^itnw" I have seen what maybe the Crawji brief, 
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or a document containing the case. I do not know that it 
was the Crown brief. I did not assist in preparing it. I 
have written to the Attorney-General, but certainly not an 
the subject of the prosecution. I had seen some persom 
pulling down the rails of the Mansion-house, and breaking 
the windows ; I was very near them, but I did not inter- 
fere to prevent them, for this simple reason, because I was 
alone, or nearly so, as I knew but two persons who were 
present, I did what I considered of more avail than at- 
tempting to prevent them myself, or calling upon those 
two persons to assist ; I ran for the engines when I 8a# 
two men bringing a bundle of straw to lire the Mansion- 
house. There might have been 500 or 1,000 people in 
the square at this time, but I did not see more. 

Re-examined by the Attorney General — I believe that 
a force of 100 or 150 men would have been sufficient to 
put down the disturbance at that time. With reference 
to the Crown brief, a public meeting was held in the city 
of Bristol, a committee was formed, and depositions taken, 
which were forwarded to the Home Office. These depo- 
sitions are the documents which I saw, and it was eitiher 
Mr. Cross or Mr. Jarman, the solicitors employed on the 
occasion, who showed me the depositions. 

To Sir James Scarlett — None of the magistrates were 
present when any depositions were made against them. 

To the Attorney-General — The Committee, according 
to the directions which they had received from the public 
meeting, received any evidence that was brought before 
them, touching the events of the 29th, 30th, and 31st of 
jJctober, but not as against the magistrates or any person 
in particular. 

Mr, Thomas Sheppard examined by Mr. Sheppard. — I 
am a corn-factor, at Bristol, and on the 29th of October I 
lived in Queen-square, within three doors of the Mansion- 
house. About two o'clock on that day I saw, from my 
drawing-room window, a procession of Sir Charles 
Wetherell and the magistrates, followed by a crowd of 
I>eople and the constables. Some stones were thrown at 
the carriage in which Sir Charles was, and some windows 
of the Mansion-house were broken. There was subse- 

?uently a conflict between the constables and the mob. 
went about three o'clock to the Mansion-house to pro- 
tect Sir Charles and the magistrates, taking with me my 
staff, as a special constable, having been sworn in as such 
in the December before, when there was some disturbance 
in the country ; the mob were then very riotous and violent. 
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They had broken into the Mansion-house, and the tables, 
chairs, windows, and the chandelier below stairs were 
broken. I went up stairs to the mayor, and represented 
to him the necessity of organizing the constables, who 
were in a state of confusion, to resi^ the people. Major 
Mackworth was there, and, at my su^estion, the mayor 
requested him to form the constables into divisions, which 
he did. The command of a division of five-and-twenty 
was assigned to me, and we were stationed at the corner 
of Charlotte-street and Little King-street, at the end of the 
banqueting-room of the Mansion-hoUse. We had not 
been there more than five minutes or so when a party of 
from ten to a dozen of the l4th Dragoons came galloping 
past us. I inquired why they retreated, and the sergeant 
said, " We are not going to stay here to be sacrificed." 
One of the soldiers was wounded in the head. I took hold 
of the bridle of the horse, and had the dragoon lifted off, 
and carried into the Mansion-house. A volley of stones 
Was thrown at us, and the dragoons, at my suggestion, re- 
mounted their horses out of the range of the stones. At 
this time only four or five of the constables were remain-^ 
ing with me. We retreated into the Mansion-house, 
finding that we could do no good outside. I saw the 
mayor shortly afterwards. I did not see the magistrates 
go out with any of the parties of constables, nor did 
any magistrate come near us up to the time when we 
were compelled to return to the Mansion-house, nor were 
any orders or directions sent to us by them. The consta- 
bles were afterwards requested to go out with a party of 
the I4th Dragoons, and to take torches with them, as the 
lamps were all put out. They made a charge up 
Back-street, and drove the mob before them. About 
thirty or forty of the constables went with the military at 
that time. I was amongst the number. There are a great 
many lanes and alleys in Back-street, up which the mob 
retreated, and the dragoons could not follow them. Many 
of the constables, after they got outside the door of the 
Mansion-house, did not make tlieir appearance any more. 
-^The Riot Act was read by the mayor, between eleven 
and twelve o'clock, at the Mansion-house door, and he 
staid about ten minutes, while I was standing alongside of 
him. I shortly after saw him in company with some of 
the Aldermen, and stated that I understood the Oouncil- 
house had been attacked, and unless coercive measures 
were resorted to private property would sufifcr afterwards. 
I said that if five-and-twenty of the constables were pro- 
No. 3. D 
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perly armed, and had the assistance of the military, I 
would undertake to disperse the mob, and I would have 
done so. The mayor did not, as £ir as I can recoUeot^ 
five me any particular answer at that time, nor were any 
directions then given to the military to assist us. Some of 
the military were at the door at that time. I was annoyed 
at the want of support, and said, perhaps in rather a hasty 
manner, *^ Why do not some of the magistrates come 
down and expose themselves to the populace as well as 
us ?" They made no answer. I then said, " Come, boyst, 
let us sally out with the soldiers, and drive those fellowB 
away ;" and it was then we went out with a party of the 
dragoons up Back-street, as I have stated, I was struck 
with a stone on the back of the head. This was between 
twelve and one o'clock on Saturday night, as well as I re- 
collect. I left the Mansion-house between one and two, 
because I thought I could not do any good, in conse- 
quence of not receiving any directions from the magis- 
trates, or being supported by the special constables and 
others who were there. About eight o'clock the next 
morning I saw a mob of not so many as 200 men, women, 
and children, some of only six or eight years of i^, 
round the Mansion-house. Some of them tore down 
the railings which had been left standing the night befone, 
and broke down the barricading which had been put up ; 
and while some forced their way into the Mansion-house, 
and threw the furniture out or the windows ; those who 
were in the street broke it in pieces. They were so en- 
gaged for about two hours, during which no resistance was 
made to them, nor was any of the civil power there. Al- 
derman Abraham Hilhouse, with some other gentlemen, 
came about eleven o'clock, and he addressed the mob, 
after which the gentlemen went into the Mansion-housie. 
I saw Col. Brereton ride up to a party of the 14th dra- 
goons, who were in the square, about nine or ten o'clock 
on the Sunday morning, and when he said something to 
them thev immediately rode off, the mob hootinff and 
yelling at them. After the 14th left, some of the ^ 
dragoons came, and were marching up and down. TTle 
mob forced their way into the cellars and drank the wii^. 
The plunder, or rather destruction, at the Mansion-house, 
continued the whole of that day, and I saw no civil for^e 
brought against the mob the whole day. The Mansion- 
house was set on fire about nine o'clock. MissVieors'sakid 
Mr. Lemon's houses, between mine and the Mansi^h- 
house, were on fire. The mob were very much in- 
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toxicated, and very riotous. They appeared as if the 
whole city were at their command. At this time I should 
consider that it would require about 150 resolute men^ 
properly armed, to put down the mob that was in the 
square ; but 400 or 500 military, and 200 or 300 con- 
stables would have been necessary then to suppress the 
riot in the whole city. I remained in the square the 
whole night My house and warehouse were burned down. 
The mob offered me no personal violence. 1 passed 
through them in the court. There were four or five of 
my men in my house, and I should have undertaken to 
defend my house with them, if there had been any civil 
ftrce to stop the burning, but it would have been useless 
to defend it and have the roof fall about our ears. I 

raied into Miss Vigors's house without any obstruction, 
saw no magistrate during the whole time I was there. 
The rioting continuing until about five o'clocl^ the next 
morning. 

Cioss-examined by Mr. Campbell — I consider that on 
the Smday night the mob might have been put down with 
a smaL force. I have no experience in putting down mobs, 
but I s^ak from my own feelings ; and I am sure I could 
have pu\ down the mob if I had received any support. I 
have no experience beyond what you, or any other gentle- 
man, living in a city> might have. 

Mr. Campbell — I have none at all, thank God. 

Witness — I wish I had none either. I did not hear Mr. 
Pinney do anr thing but read the Riot Act on the Satur- 
day night, f vas there about two or three hours. Mr. 
Pinney was exposed to the mob for about ten minutes 
while I heard him read the Riot Act. He is a little man — 
a little deformed. There were some stones thrown while 
he continued readir^ the Riot Act. The only directions I 
received when the tWenty-five constables were placed under 
my charge were to quell the mob if possible. If the military 
liad been ordered to fire, and had wounded a few of the 
mob, the riot would easily have been suppressed. I think, 
■decidedly, the soldiers ought to have fired. I do not think 
that the riot could have been put down without military 
force. I was not at the Guildhall on the Sunday, and do 
not know how Mr. Pinney was employed. From the 
• blow I had received the night before, I had a very 
severe' head-ache, and did not leave my house nntil 
»the evening. I do not know what directions Colonel 
Brereton received from the magistrates. I received no 
summons to attend at the Guildhall, from first to last ; 
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my attendance and exertions were wholly voluntary on 
my part 

Re-examined — If the magistrates had gone out amongst 
the mob with the constables and others, more might cer- 
tainly have been done towards putting down the riot, 
because the constables would have been more under suh- 
j^tion. 

Second Day^ Friday^ Octohevy 26. 

Mr. Samuel jS^eZ/* examined by Mr. Wightman — ^Was aa 
ironmonger at No. 1 1, Union-street, Bristol, and was u 
Queen-square on Saturday evening, 29th Oct., when it? 
soldiers first arrived; heard the Riot Act read by t)e 
Mayor about seven o'clock ; he remained in Queen-squ*re 
about an hour afterwards, but there was iio rioting \M&^ 
only a great crowd ; Col. Brereton was tiien ij^ ^e Square 
with the soldiers, but no magistrate was with him alter 
the Riot Act was read ; the Colonel addressei tjie 
people more than once ; did not hear the mayw. pr 
any other magistrate address the people after the Riot 
Act was read, witness left the Square, and r^urned 
again in about a quarter of an hour or twenty lalnutes; 
he then remained until about ten o'clock; tfirhen he 
went there the second time, there was was an assemblage 
of persons, and the soldiers of the 3rd Drag(?on Guards 
were there. While he was in the Square the second time 
he did not see the Mayor or any other magistrate outside 
the Mansion-house. At ten o'clock witness went home. 
About three o'clock on the following day, Sunday, witness 
went to the Bridewell; saw smoke issuing'from the eastern 
part of the building, and was informed the beds were 
burning ; the gates which enclosed th^ passage in which 
the Bridewell was, were then open, but witness noticed no 
marks of violence to indicate that tbey had been broken 
open; there was an assemblage of persons in the passage, 
but not very numerous ; the passage was very narrow, and 
the people were very dense between the two Duildin^s, the 
Bridewell and the Governor's house ; did not see the 
people using any violence, but heard a violent hammering, 
and the exclamations of persons inside the Bridewell-yaro, 
Witness did not stay at the Bridewell more than two 
minutes, but he saw neither magistrates, constables, or 
any display of civil force at all. In witness's judgment 
the mob he saw there might very easily have been quelled 
by a civil force. A dozen constables at each end of the 
passage might have taken the whole of the persons ; moat 
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£ tiiose in the passage were women and children; the 
|ates at each end of the passage might have been shut, 
md have enclosed the crowd. From the Bridewell 
witness went to the city gaol, where he arrived at about a 
qiarter past three. The gaol was then on fire, and a 
great crowd of persons was there. The gaol stands upon 
an island. — (Plans of the gaol were handed to the Court, 
the Jury, and the witness.y The gaol was situated on the 
extremity of the island, on one side of which was the 
New Cut, and on the other the Float; the only access to 
''he island was by one of three swing bridges. At the 
y)ck gates there was also a swing bridge. Those swing 
^dges might readily have been turned so as to prevent any 
P^sons getting on the island, and also prevent those on 
^h*^ island from getting away. There were some ship- 
yan^ on the islana. Witness remained at the gaol until 
'^^Ty six o'clock. He saw the crowd use violence ; — 
t^<^wwere taking away the beds, cooking utensils, &c. 
Not above 150 or 200 persons were employed in that 
plunur, and many of them were women and boys. The 
other People that were assembled were merely spectators, 
and amounted to several thousands on the island alone ; 
there wbe upwards of 2,000 there, besides many thousands 
on the opposite side of the river. Witness was there 
until six o-lock, during all which time he saw no magis- 
trate, nor v^ any resistance offered to the mob in their 
work of pluider. No civil force was there at all ; but 
some persuaSon was used by some persons. While at 
the gaol, beiveen four and five o'clock, he heard a 
cry, "The doci gates ; the toll gates." — '* Go and destroy 
the dock gates." But those cnes were very partial, and 
uttered but by a fe«r persons. 

Some of them weit towards the dock gates as far as the 
extremity of the pri£r)n wall, and then staid for their com- 
panions. Witness dii not go to the dock gates, but in 
going home, went to the toll gates, on Prince's-street 
Bridge, on that side of hhe bridge within the island. He 
saw a man tearing down the shutters of one of the toll- 
gate houses, and as soon ;is that was done he saw a man 
and a boy inside. The man inside broke the window out, 
and the man and the boy ignited a piece of wood and put 
it in a burning state in the cupboard, which set it on fire. 
About six or eight men then took the gate off its hinges and 
tJlrried it away. There were not 100 persons altogether 
assembled near tbegate, and there were only three persons 
engaged in firing the gate-house; there was no magistrate 
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or constable there, at least no person acting as a constabk 
Those rioters might certainly have been quelled by a civi. 
force. Witness staid there about a quarter of an hour, 
and on returning home he went through Wine-street, out 
end of which was close to the Council-house. In Wine^ 
street he met a mob of persons of the lowest grade, some 
dressed in smock frocks, and generally of the meanesk 
attire ; there were about 100 or more persons. They cried 
out ** Now for Lawford's-gate prison." That was the 
county prison, about a mile from Wine-street Lawford'»- 
gate gaol was burnt that night Witness went there abouir 
eight o'clock that evening, and saw that prison on fire.^ 
Afterwards he went to Queen-square ; that was about teJTi 
o'clock; a great crowd of persons was then in the Squan ■ 
but no soldiers, magistrates, or constables. The Mansion ' 
house was then on fire ; witness was in the Sqiiare the whlfi 
night, except about an hour and a half. When he iTSfc 
went there, no house but the Mansion-house, in Cf^i 
Square, was on fire ; but while he was there he could^^ 
upwards of thirty houses burning at one time j they '^ 
set fire to in succession. It was about ten minutes ^ ^^' ' 
o'clock in the morning when the last house was set i^ fir®» 
and then the soldiers came, after which there was r> more:.' 
firing. About 100 or 150 persons were the utn»>st that 
were engaged in pilfering and carrying away g(yd8 from 
the houses; to the best ot witness's judgment, i^^ robbers' 
appeared not to act in a body, but to act eacb^n his own 
account — (Laughter.) He collared one mar who had a 
box, and insisted on having it, but finding i*empty and of 
little value, he permitted the fellow to take it away : none 
of the others interrupted witness in coloring that man. 
Witness afterwards took two rugs from Another man who 
was carrying them off; three or four came up and saw 
what witness was doing, and there y/^re others passing 
that saw him, but none of them ofF-fred the witness any 
molestation. Under twenty persi^ns were engaged in 
breaking open the houses and firing at one time. The. 
whole time witness was there he siw no resistance ofifered . 
to the mob; and he saw no soldiers until six in the morning, > 
nor any magistrate or constables, acting as such. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett — Received no . 
notice from the magistrates to go to the Guildhall ; wit* 
ness was a Quaker; was at a meeting-house on the Sunday 
forenoon; witness was only at the Bridewell about twp j- 
or three minutes; the gates were on their hinges ; from/." 
the noise in the Bridewell he supposed it was in posses- ■! 
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sion of the mob; the crowd about it might be 200 or 900; 
many of them were merely passing through the avenue, 
and some were going the to Bridewell, as he should con- 
ceive, for the purpose of plunder. Was nearly three hours 
on the island where the gaol was situated. There were 
j^,000 or 3,000 persons on the island, and from 5,000 to 
10,000 outside the island. The reason why so small a number 
were engaged in destruction, and so many thousands look- 
ing on, was, that no person in authority was there to organ- 
ize those who were willing to act Many of the plun- 
derers were drinking wine that they got in the governor's 
house, and some of them quarrelling over it After the 
private property in Queen-square was attacked, there was 
a manifest disposition to assist the magistrates ; he did not 
say there was no disposition previously manifested, be- 
cause there was no magistrate to manifest it to. Witness 
did not belong to the Union, nor did he feel guided by 
any political motives. While at the gaol, Mr. Herapath, 
and several other gentlemen, endeavoured to persuade the 
crowd to desist Mr. Herapath was the head of the Poli- 
tical Union. Except by those endeavours of persuasion, 
no other attempt was made to suppress the riots. While 
the Mansion-house was burning and falling in, there were 
repeated cheers of approbation from various portions of 
the mob. Witness went to Lawford's-gate. There were 
about 3,000 persons assembled there. The prison was 
burnt After that, he went to Queen-square. That was 
about ten o'clock. He remained there till nearly eight in 
the morning. Did not attempt to identify any of those 
who cheered when the Mansion-house was tailing in. The 
Custom-house was the next. There were no cheers. He 
is aware that there is a very strong dislike against the Cor- 
poration. He is of neither party. Heard when Miss 
Vigors's house was burnt that it was Corporation pro- 
perty. The crowd in Que«5n-square decreased towards 
the morning. He does not know Major Mackworth by 
sight. Knew Col. Brereton by sight The Colonel arrived in 
the morning. Witness went away at about half-past seven 
in the morning. He thinks the first soldiers that arrived 
were blue. He saw two of the Blues drinking with the 
crowd. 

Examined by the Attorney -General — ^Tbere is a party 
also in favour of the Corporation, It consists of the 
respectable tradesmen. He knows of no attempt made by 
the magistrates to know whether there was any disposition 
to assist them. Miss yi^ors's house was attacked at 
eleven. 
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James Townsend examined by the Attomey-Generrf^^ 
Is a gardener residing in Bristol. Was servant to the 
Chief Sheriff. When the Sheriflfe went out to meet the . 
Recorder, witness went out behind Mr. Sheriff Lax*s' car- 
riage. He saw the mob treat the Recorder with great in-' ; 
dignity. The tamult continued after they had- got to thi.' 
Mansion-house. Saw attempts made by the special coii- " 
stables to repress it. Mr. Alderman Abraham Hilhouse! 
gave orders, in his hearing, to endeavour to take the rioters ' 
throwing stones at the windows. The constables went' 
out and captured one or two of the rioters. Witness in- ' 
terfered with the conduct of the constables more thanonce.,' 
The reason was, that the prisoners, afVer they were taken/' 
were used with great severity. The constables struck^ 
them in the hall. He went from the Mansion-house to 
take off his livery about twenty minutes- after four. T&fe| 
mob was not then in possession of the Mansion-house. Hfe* 
returned soon after five in plain clothes. The interior' 
part was in possession of the magistrates. The mob hirf 
just began to assault the outside. He was not able to g6tf 
acccess for a considerable time. He was stunned by a' 
blow he received. 

After he came to himself. Col. Brereton took him into 
the hall. The hall was in darkness. He does not remem- 
ber seeing whether- there were any persons in the hall. 
He got in by a side door. He went to see the magis- 
trates; the Colonel and he went up to the drawing-room^ 
where he had left the magistrates. He found none of 
them. He called out as loud as he could, that the sofdlerar 
were come. He found Mr. Sheriff Bengough in the Re- 
corder's usual sleeping-room, behind the state-bed. He 
went to another bed- room, and found several other alder- 
men there. He went up to another, and two or three* 
came out there. He afterwards went down to the drawing-' 
room. The magistrates were there. Is not positive that 
the mayor was there. His master desired him to keepr 
near him and to get information of what was going ori 
below. Col. Brereton was in the drawing-room. Orders 
were given to the Colonel to clear the streets, and send! 
the people home. Colonel Brereton said that the pebpkJ 
were getting peaceable, and that he thought they would 
disperse in a short time. Several times the Colonel wen4 
down to the mob. Witness went down with him. Com^ 
plaint was made to the Colonel that the orders had not 
been obeyed. Orders had been given to clear the streets! 
and afend the people to their homes. Nothing els6 wai 



said in witness's hearing. Heard in the course of* -the 
evening a report that a man had been shot. This was 
about midnight. The mob, when they heard this* were 
more riotous, and increased in numbers. This was the 
time when the avenue leading to the Welsh Back was 
blocked up. The wharf where the Welsh vessels lay. 
Reported to the mayor and magistrates that the mob were 
becoming more riotous. The violence did not continue 
long. Mr. Sheriff Lax remained at the Mansion-house all 
night, and witness went to inform his family in Park- 
street of his safety. In going to Park-street witness went 
over the drawbridge from Queen-square. (Returned to the 
Mansion-house before half- past eight o'clock. The mob 
were then conducting themselves with great violence. 
Witness made an attempt to get in at the great door of 
the Mansion-house, but could not gain admittance. Ran 
to the Hole-in-the- Wall public-house, where he obtained 
a sailor's dress ; went into Queen-square, where a rope 
was put from a window by an individual in a smock frock, 
and witness was drawn up into a corn-loft, which lead to 
the leads of the Mansion-house. Saw Mr. Pinney, the 
mayor, in the larder from the leads. Believe it was called 
a larder J it was uea^ the men's water-closet. Saw the 
mayor and several female servants, who were all attempt- 
ing to get up. (^Laughter.) The mayor sai(^ to witness, 
" For Bod's sake, young man, assist me to get up here." 
With the assistance of the female servants, who pushed 
the mayor up behind, witness succeeded in getting the 
mayor on the leads, who afterwards went over the wall, 
ana escaped. 

Witness then went up stairs to Mr. Sheriff Bengough, 
and desired him to come down, as he would certainly oe 
murdered if he stopped there. Through the instrumen- 
tality of witness he escaped. Ait^r wards secured a good 
deal of the mayor's property, and returned to his master's 
house in Park-street, and was left in care of the house 
when his master left. Witness saw the mayor and Mr, 
Daniel, a surgeon, the same evemng, at 52, Park-street, 
the sherifTs house. On witness opening the door, the 
mayor asked if the sheriff was at home. Asked the mayor 
if he knew him, to which he answered he did not; but 
){r. Daniel said he di4) and the mayor might depend upon 
his not telling any person except his master, where the 
ifiayor was gone. He said he was going to Mr. Fripp's in 
Berkley-square. Witness said he would not be^y his 
worship. Did not remember that any reason w^s given 
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for telling witness where the mayor was going. Various 
persons called in the evening to inquire for the mayor, 
among the rest the Rev. Dr. Carpenter. Told no persott 
where the mayor was except Mr. SheriflF Hare. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell.— Ceased to be in the 
service of Mr. Sheriff Lax in March, in the present ye^r* 
There were complaints made by witness's master mer he 
had dismissed himself. Never dismissed by Mr. SherM 
Lax. Before witness left the service of Mr. Lax, he st^AoA 
that he thought the conduct of the mayor and ma^tratftl 
during the riots was exceedingly proper. During ike 
Saturday the mob displayed great violence. The mayor 
and magistrates all went with the Recorder to the Mansioo* 
house, and witness believed they all remained there till 
they were besieged by the mob. It appeared to witness 
they were in great danger of their lives. Saw the mob 
repeatedly attempt to break into the Mansion-house hefdte 
the arrival of the military. Saw wounded persons brought 
there, and combustibles. Did not think it possible to 
ouell the riot at that time without the military. It Was 
tiien dark, and witness could not discern how ma!hy 
persons were present, the gas lights having been cut off by 
the mob. Did not hear the mayor read the Riot Act» 
being in the interior part of the building at the time. Wifct 
ness had no doubt the military could have quelled the rioti 
Heard the magistrates give orders to Colonel Brereton to 
clear the streets, and send the people home. Heard 
nothing about firing on the mob. One of the persons 
brought into the Mansion-house was a soldier dressed tii , 
blue, who bled very much ; a bed was laid for him in the 
banquetting room. Witness saw Colonel Brereton shaking 
hands with the mob. Every thing appeared to be quiet 
between twelve and one o'clock, when not a person was 
in the square. Several magistrates sat up with the mayor 
at the Mansion-house all night. Believed the mayor was 
in bed at the White Lion, in Broad-street, part of Sunday* 
The chambermaid told witness so. On Sunday morning 
the mob were very violent at the back of the Mansiotf- 
house, and witness had no doubt, if the mayor and magilr 
trates had not escaped, their lives would not have bee«L 
spared. Major Mackworth was not with the mayor when 
he escaped, during which time all sorts of missiles were 
heaving about his worship's ears. Did not see anything^ 
of the mayor till he came to his master's, in company 
with Mr. DanieL Witness's belief was, that Mr. Fripjf* 
house was mentioned to him on that occasion. 
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Re-examined by the Attorney-General — ^The fauft he 
had been accused of by Mr. Lax after he left his service 
was, kissing the parlour maid on the sofa. 

By a Juror— Never had been in the service of Mr. Pinney, 
or any part of his family. Was a freeman of Bristol, hav- 
ing received his freedom from his master after the riots. 

Mr, George Humphrey examined by the Solicitor- 
General— Was clerk to Messrs. Lemon and Co. of Bristol 
at the time of the riots. Their house was next door to the 
Mansion-house, between which their is no communication 
except over a wall. The attention of witness was called 
to cries of distress in the back kitchen. Observed the 
mayor looking over the tiles, who asked witness to help 
him over. Procured a ladder, by means of which the 
mayor got into the premises of Mr. Lemon. The mayor 
asked witness to show him a private way out. The mayor 
left the house of witness's employers through tlie garret 
window, and went over the roof of the house. Saw nothing 
of the mayor again. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett — Townshend 
helped the mayor up on the tiles of the back kitchen of 
Mr. Lemon's premises. There were five other persons on 
the premises, who all seemed frightened to death, and 
anxious to get away. Did not see how the mayor got out of 
the Mansion-house. When witness first saw him he was 
trying to get on the roof from the court-yard of the 
Mansion-house. 

Thomas Beynolds examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde — 
Was an inhabitant of Bristol. Went down to the mansion^* 
house on the Saturday. Saw many constables there, but 
there was no arrangement among them. He said to the 
mayor, that they ought to be organized in order to stop 
the violence. He complained of the violence of the spe- 
cial constables, but nothing farther was said of the plan 
he proposed. This was about seven o'clock, and about 
eight o'clock the mayor came to the head of the stair, and 
requested that all who were not constables should retire. 
Wnile he was there he helped to clear away the mob in 
the square, and met with no resistance, the mob retiring 
to the streets leading out of the square. On the Sunday 
ltu>ming, about hal^past eleven o'clock, he heard that the 
mayor wished the inhabitants to meet at the Council-hoUse, 
ffi^ W^nt immediately and remained till two o'clock; he 
thought there might be one hundred persons present du- 
ring the time he was there. Mr. G. Hilhouse was present, 
and for a considerable time he saw no one but him. It 
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was more than an hour before they saw any of the oiOier' 
nuifistrates ; he believed they were in a private roooou. 
Alderinen Daniel, Abraham mlhouse. Savage, and Frinp 
came in. Did not see the mayor, but heard his voice in 
one of the passages. Alderman Daniel said the mayor 
was not there, having retired to take some re|x>se, at tKe 
request of the other magistrates. No instructions or di# 
rections were given to those who attended the meetingi 
The meeting broke up with the understanding that they 
should return at half- past three, bringing with them as many 
of their neighbours as they could. Witness remained in tfaif; 
Council-house, in consequence of Mr. Sergeant Ludlow 
requesting some of the gentlemen present to remain for tlie^ 
protection of the magistrates. Three gentlemen remainacl 
for ^at purpose. Was present when Humphries, tbe 
gaoler, came in ; it was near two o'clock. Humphries Mt 
no directions with regard to the gaol, should it be atta^p- 
ed. He communicated to the magistrates that he heard of 
an intended attack on that building. Went there at about 
half-past two o'clock, accompanied by Aldermen Abra« 
ham Hilhouse and Savage. Rioting was going on whoo 
they arrived. There might be from 250 to 300 person^ 
actively engaged in the riot while he was there. There 
were about twenty-five persons accompanied the Alder- 
men, none of whom were armed, as Mr. Alderman Savage 
particularly requested that they might not arm before they 
started. The party was discerned by the mob, and they 
were attacked by a shower of sticks and stones, and they 
were compelled te retreat. About seven o'clock in the 
evening he went down to the Council-house, merely to 
render any assistance in his power — ^he saw no magistrate 
there, nor any one to give ' directions. Knew Mr. Alder- 
man George, and went out to his house, about half a mile 
from the city, about three o'clock in the morning. Did 
not see him. He returned to the town and went home- 
Saw no more of the riot on the Sunday. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell. — -When he went to 
the Mansion-house he saw persons carrying in straw, and 
was of opinion that the lives of persons inside were in 
danger. Was of opinion that when the military arrived 
they could easily have put down the riot Did not hear 
any one say they would not act without the military, nor 
any say they would not act with them. There were no 
soldiers at the gaol when he went there, but soon after, 
about twenty men arrived. He was too distant either to 
hear cheering or see hands shaken* Did not think that 
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the party of twenty-five could have stopped the riot though 
they had been armed. One of the twenty-five was sever^y 
wounded by a sledge hammer. The two Aldermen could 
have stopped the not had they been accompanied by the 
military. 

By Mr. Sergeant Wylde. — ^No more were requested to 
remain for the protection of the magistrates than the three. 
At all the meetings the feeling seemed to be in favour of 
quelling the riots. 

James Prowse examined by Mr. Sergeant Coleridge.— > 
Was a surgeon in Bristol On Octol^r 29, he went to 
Queen-square, and saw some of the 3d and 14th dragoons 
there — ^there was a riot there at the time. About nine 
o'clock went to the Mansion-house, and saw Mr. Sergeant 
Ludlow. The troops were then in the square, and about 
sixty constables were out and in the house. On the Sun- 
day morning about one o'clock he again went to Queen- 
square; tliere were then a few military present, and a 
gpreat mob'who were throwing stones over the heads of the 
soldiers, and breaking the barricades which had been 
erected before the Mansion-house. While he was there, 
he saw Aldermen Savage and Georffe Hilhouse come up. 
They were recognized by the mob. They went up towards 
the Mansion-house to see what state it was in, and on be- 
ing recognized, retired. There was a loud exclamation 
from the mob, that they were goin^ to Bridewell to break 
it open, and part of the mob went m that direction. Wit- 
ness also went to the Bridewell, but not by the same road 
that the mob took. When he arrived there he found the 
mob had got there before him. 

Lord Tenterden intimated that it was not necessary to 
go into that part of the case ; it had already been spoKen 
to half a dozen times. 

The witness said there were about sixty or seventy men, 
women, and boys, but not more than five or six were en- 
gaged. The gates being narrow, not many could act at a 
time. In witness's judgment, if ten or a dozen armed men 
had been there, the consequences could have been pre- 
vented — or twenty at most might have done it From the 
time the attack commenced, it was an hour and a quarter 
or an hour and a half before he saw it on fire. In the 
course of the night he went to the Bishop's Palace. It was 
at eleven o'clock, and the Palace was on fire. The Dod- 
dington troop of Yeomanry, under Captain Codrington, 
was then drawn up near the Cathedral; Colonel Brereton 
was speaking to the Captain. Witness saw no magistrat« 
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or pe«oe-officer witii them. About one o'clock on Mondity 
morning, witness was in Queen-square, and then thei^ 
were 300 or 4/0O persons engaged in plundering (he ht)^eMet^; 
about a dozen or two were engaged in firing the hons^. 
Witness apprised the mob that he knew a large trOM of 
horse was coming, and he remembered the cry being raised 
tiiat the troops were coming ; and the effect of that cry 
was, to cause that part of the assembly he called the mdb 
to run away. Witness afterwards went home ; that Wiftk 
between one and two o'clock. He had to pass thrtM^^ 
Barton Alley on his way home, and he saw fifteen or six- 
teen persons in a gin-shop, plundering it. Witness trnd 
three others went in and turned the plunderers out. Wit- 
ness was at Law ford's Gate, the Graol, and in Queen-squtffe 
at various times, at none of which was any resistance 
offered by the civil power to the mob. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlelit. — Saw soldiers tH 
the Mansion-house on the Saturday night ; they were not 
smoking and drinking with the mob. They were smokinj^, 
or some of them, and seemed at their ease; saw one Df 
the officers give one of the privates a cigar ; there Wasm 
actual riot at that time. Did not see Colonel Brereton duf- 
ring the whole of Saturday night. Never heard Golon^ 
Brereton say the mob should not be fired on again. Wh^n, 
on the Sunday, the mob said they were going to the Brid^ 
well, there were twelve or fourteen soldiers in Charlottei- 
street and Queen-square ; they must have heard the erf. 
There was only a sergeant with them. When witness got 
to the Bridewell the gates of the passage were closed. Ihfe 
mob forced open the gates with hammers and bars. It wab 
about ten minutes bemre they forced the gates. The mob, 
or rather the spectators, were increasing when Aldermea 
Savaffe and Hilhouse were recognized by the mob on the 
Sunday morning ; it was by hooting and hissing ; that wais 
about half-past twelve or one o'clock. When! the mefh 
threw the stones over the soldiers' heads at the Mansiwti}- 
house windows the soldiers occasionally intertered arid 
drove the mob away. Witness went on the Simday j after 
he saw the 14th Light Dragoons engaged with the mob, he 
went to Queen-square. He did not go into CoUege-greeh 
for fear he should be shot. The mob attacked the Dn»- 
goons, who retired. Did not see Colonel Brereton thieiv, 
but supposed he was there. Saw the Colonel half axt 'booAr 
afterwards riding up to his own lodgings. Shortly 'iifter 
witness told the mob on Sunday evening that the trdopB 
Were coming, fcFur or five of the 3rd Dre^^^ns ctaan. 



They had a bottle or two -of wine given them bv tiie mob) 
and then the trooiM went away. Witness followed liie 
troops to the Quay, and saw two of them there drinking 
with the mob- 
Mr. Charles Gckrdner^ captain of a merchant vesse), 
stated that on the Saturday ailernoon he w^it to the Man- 
sion-house to offer his assistance as a special constable. It 
was about two o'clock. He returned home at about half- 
past six. While he was at the Mansion-house he saw Sir 
.Charles Wetherell there, and assisted him in escaping. 
Witness took him to his own house about a quarter-past 
aix o'clock. Sir Charles left town about ten o'clock, or 
probably before. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell. — Sir Charles escaped 
before the soldiers came. He certainly was in danger of 
his life from the mob ; and it was impracticable for him to 
have remained in Bristol and held a gaol delivery. 

Mr, Daniel Thomas McCarthy ^ a stotioner in Bridewell- 
lane, stated that his house was within a few yards of the 
Bridewell. On Sunday he went to Queen-square, and at 
about one o'clock he was near the £xchange. He was 
looking iov some of the magistrates. He saw a mob coming 
from Queen-square towards the Council-house ; they were 
chiefly men and boys, and were from 60 to 100 in number. 
Asked them what they were going to do, they said they 
were going to Bridewell to release the prisoners. They 
w«re going in that direction, In going to the Exchange 
and Bridewell they would pass the Council-house and 
QuildhalL Witness, when he heard the mob were going 
ip Bridewell, went to his own house by a different way. 
Got there before the mob. When the mob came, the gate 
next Bridewell-lane was wholly open, as it generally was 
in the middle of the day. Witness saw the attack on 
JBrideweU. One of the mob knocked at the governor's 
door, and shortly afterwards another person came from 
the top of the house. There was then a general rush. 
The governor repulsed them in the first place, and got the 
gates partly shut. The bridge-end gate had been shut in 
^he meantime. The mob overpowered the governor and 
forced the gates open. Witness then went round to his 
own premises, the back part of which runs behind Bride- 
welL Witness got on the roof of Bridewell, and called 
S^ Mr. Evans the governor, who made his escape, together 
with Mrs. Evans, through a window, to witness's house, 
93^ begged witness to go and state the case to the magis- 
tnites. VVitness went in search of them, first to the 
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Guildhall, but could not get in either at the front or side 
'door, the latter place was Jwidlocked. Afterwards ' w^t 
to the Council-house, and could not get admission there. 
Met Mr. Lunell in Corn-street, who took witness by the 
arm, and enquired from some persons where the xhajipis- 
trates were, and were told in the Guildhall Chamb^, 
where witness was repulsed at first, but afterwards aS- 
mitted, in consequence of the prompt conduct of iSfr. 
Lunell, who insisted upon seeing the magistrates. IVfr. 
Alderman Daniel was there acting as chairman; Aldermen 
Hilhouse and Fripp were there also, together with tiie 
Town-clerk. Several other persons were there. Mr. 
Johnson, among the rest, who was a solicitor of Brii^l. 
Delivered the message from the governor of Bride^.e^, 
' statin? that Bridewell was attacked, the prisoners released, 
'• and we mob were going to burn the place to the groun^d, 
and requested the assistance of the magistrates. 

By Mr. Justice J. Parke — Did not see the mayor there. 
By Mr. Wightman — Stated that twenty men woiild^be 
sufficient with ten soldiers, and if the magistrates, would 
give witness orders, he would go to Queen-square for 
them. No reply was made to the request at first Wit- 
ness requested tnat the magistrates would not delay, as jn 
a short time the place would be in flames. Some person, at 
last said, "They have released the prisoners ; yfell^ they 
will do nothing else." Mr. Johnson pressed upon the 
magistrates the necessity of being allowed to u»e firJe- 
arms. Mr. Sergeant Ludlow stated that every man was 
justified in using fire-arms in his own defence. At this 
moment, Mr. Humphries, the gaoler, came and said tJtie 
prison had been attacked, and wished to know whether 
he was to defend the prison or release the prisoners. Mr. 
Alderman Hilhouse stated he was to use his own discre- 
tion, as the magistrates would give him no directions. 
Witness expressed his readiness to-do all he could, as well 
as Mr. Johnson, if they would allow them the use of fire- 
arms. There seemed to be no action on the part of the 
magistrates. One of the aldermen said, "If any ottOer 
magistrate will go with me, I will go to the prison." J^. 
Himouse consented to go, but only on condition that no 
arms should be used. We went to the prison but ^ere 
obliged to retreat. I then went across the Square to ifte 
soldiers, to see whether I could get them to the assistpiu^e 
6f the magistrates. I afterwards went to the GuiQldn^, 
and communicated to the magistrates what had taken F^^« 
Cross-examined by Sir J. Scarlett. — I saw five sojiouers 
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when I went to Queen-square. They said they could iriot 
accompany me without orders. 

. The Rev, Thomas Roberts^ examined by the Attorney- 
General — Is minister of a Baptist congregation at Bristol. 
On Sunday, October 30, 1831, a notice was handed to him 
before the close of the morning service, from the 
mayor, which was read to the congregation; the purport 
pf which was, to request the attendance of the citizens 
immediately at Guildnall, to adopt measures to secure the 
peace of the city. Witness went immediately after service 
to the Guildhall, and gained admission to the magistrates 
by the private door. The mayor, several magistrates, and 
the town-clerk, were present The Mayor presided. Two 
military men were in attendance, who left the room nearly 
as soon as witness entered. Addressed the Mayor, stating 
that he had something to propose for his consideration 
and that of the magistrates ; that he knew a great many of 
the lower orders, and, if he pleased, witness would go 
down to the Square, and see if he could not prevail on the 
mob to retire. The mayor made the proposal to the other 
magistrates. Witness, in consequence of being requested, 
retired into the adjacent passage, in which were a great 
number of the respectable inhabitants of Bristol. On 
being recalled into the room, the mayor said the magis- 
trates had accepted his offer. Witness then said that he 
thought it was not a trifling thing to face an infuriated 
mob alone, and requested one or two persons to accompany 
him. The Mayor went out of the room on the landing- 
place, where many persons were, and said he hoped there 
would be found some who would go with him. Mr. 
Lunell, the ex-Sheriff, Mr. Watt of the Navy, and Mr. 
Samuel Waring, accompanied him. Found the Mansion- 
house in a very dilapidated state, the windows broken. 
A very large mob was near it, and also the dragoon guards. 
The mob appeared to be divided into two classes^ one 
extremely riotous and drunk, the other, though of the same 
grade in society, appeared to be laughing and enjoying the 
^tack which had been made by the other party. Asked 
me military officer to make way for witness, in order that 
' He might, if possible, address the mob. The officer refused 
'tjO do so, saying he thought it useless, the mob were per- 
fectly harmless, and on the best terms with the military. 
'jW i):Uess then entered a house near, but found it im- 
'q^^kible to address the mob, in consequence of the noise 
'¥tm ;dlsturbance. Witness was at the first floor window 
''!Br n'^iiy an hour, and was unmolested. At this time the 
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mob Iiad nearly all departed to Bridewell. Witness re- 
turned to the Guildhall, where he found thfe niiayor and 
other aldermen. Mf. John Lunell accompanied witriesa 
there. Stated to the ma^sthttes i^at b^ had seen inthd 
Square, and what the officer had said. Witness statod 
that he considered the mfo'b to be chiefiy composed of navfi 
gators. Witness was asked what he thought was neeessilpy 
to be done, and stated, that if military Were employed tii 
prevent anv ingress to, at egress from the square, no root^ 
injury would ensue, and all prisoners that were taken mie^ii 
be brought into the Square. Mr. Alderman Qeorge Sid 
not think this judicious advice, as the mob would be drireil 
on the Quay, where they would put out the gas lights, and 
probably set fire to the shipping. The plan was uTtimfitdly 
rejected. He said tliat if they attempted to fire thet ship^ 
ping, they would the more easily be driven into the river. 
Saw the town-clerk present during both occafisionsi h^ 
complained of nothing having been done, and that t66 
much time was spent in deliberation. Left Guildhall in 
about ten minutes, and went to the Bridewell, which he 
had been informed was on fire ; he fonnd it was so; he tlml 
went home. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett — Did not hear It 
word that passed between the officers who were present 
with the magistrates when he went to the Mansion-hoiiseL 
He intended to have used his own personal infldenoe with 
the mob, and not to have stated that he was- there by the 
desire of the magistrates. Was strongly impressed wiiii 
the apathy that was exhibited by the respectable inhabit, 
tants while such danger was staring them in the £kce, but 
he had no opportunity of seeing whether the militai^ 
supported the magistrates or not. He had since come to 
Ae conclusion that the advide he gave to the mi^istrates 
could not have been carried into eiibct, for then he was 
not aware that the 14th dragoons bad been sent out of the 
city. After he had been abont an hour in the S<}uare,'a 

great part of the mob went away, cryir^ out " Bridewett, 
ridewelL*' All those who hfua been active at the Man^ 
don- house, went away. The mob was extremely dena^ 
when he went to the BrideweU, so much so that he w«S 
obliged to return. Though the mob was so dense^ he was 
of opinion that a stout police force would easily have 
routed iiiem, for they were in such a small space that they 
cduld not act well; besides, there were a great nuiny pent 
jJl6 present who were not riotous. Bristol ww very 1^11 
Of ships at ihat time. 
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Mr. IkUic Cooke exBinintd by the Soli€it6r-Generf^— * 
Was a solicitor in Bristol. Was ia QueeB-square abbui^ 
•ight o'clock on Saturday, the 89th of October, last year. 
Remaiiied an hour, and then the crowd was very quie^ 
and he could pass easily tiirough it without molestation. 
Heard of the meeting to be holden on the Sunday, at 
Mf-'past three o'clock, at which the magbtrates requested 
the inhabitants' presence. Went to it in company with 
his son, and one or two more gentlemen. He was there first, 
bnt was soon joined by two of the magistrates, and some 
other gentlemen. The mayor joined Ihem in a few mi"! 
mttes, and took the chair. He regretted that he had been 
obliged to call his fellow-citizens together on such an oc- 
«daion, but the mob had been in possession of the cit^r 
for a considerable time, and some steps must be taken to 
put a stop to their proceedings. Witness asked what 
plan the mayor had to propose 1 He said he bad none. 
Witness said it was most singular that the chief magis- 
trate should hare allowed them to go on so lon^, and 
even when he called the citizens together, that he had no 
|dan of operations to submit to them. 

Mr. Sergeant Ludlow then rose and said, with your 
permission I will answer Mr. Cooke. He then said that 
every person must act on his own discretion and his own 
individual liability. This excited considerable surprise, 
And he said to those around him, there seems to be no 
Other mode than that we must go out and see what we can 
do. They concurred with him ; and he said to the mayor, 
if he would allow eight or ten of the military to go with 
them^ they would go out and try to get rid of the mob. 
The mayor replied that he had no i>ower over tjie military. 
Witness then asked, who then had such power ? — he re- 
plied, the military commander, of course. Witness then 
asked whether he was present. The mayor said he was 
not. Witness then expressed his surprise that he bad not 
been summoned to such a meeting. The mayor said he 
woukl immediately send for Col. Brereton. He did so, 
and on his arrival he was taken into a private room with 
ike magistrates. They waited a quarter of an hour, when 
ike Colonel came out, and said the men were too tired, 
and could not go. Witness then said, ^^ I see the city is 
gtvedi up to destruction." During the whole time no plan 
waS' proposed, nOr directions given b^ the mayor. Ber 
Uewpd there might have been a succession of persons prer 
iMt during the time to the amount of 200. Saw no dis- 
position on their purt to withhold assistiince /rpm; tti6 
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magistrates, but quite the reverse. Some of the best men 
of all parties in the city were present. Great dissatlsfEc- 
tion was expressed by many gentlemen present that the 
magistrates did not take some steps to protect the peace ipf 
the city. The adjournment was to take place to the Coutjf- 
cil-house instantly. They then went m a large body io 
the Council-house ; he saw no magistrate there whatevt^r. 
He remained there about an hour ; during that time tbje 
stairs and avenues were filled with gentlemen, and tl^e^ 
was a considerable confusion. Witness got so out of pa^- 
ence by not seeing any thing done, that he and a friend 
lefl to go into the city to see if any thing could be done 
any where. About eleven o'clock on the Sunday evening 
he went to the Council-house again, as it was the ordinary 
place for the magistrates to meet. He could not get admis- 
sion, although he rang and knocked for some time.^ Oh 
going away he met some gentlemen who told him the mob 
were going to burn down the principal banks, one of 
which was next to witness's counting-hous. Witness sar^ 
the fires that night, and saw no magistrates there. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell — Witness, at die in- 
terview with the magistrates, made it a condition of his 
serving, that he should have the co-operation of the mili- 
tary ; he refused to go out unless eight or ten of the mili- 
tary accompanied him. He knew the necessity of the 
co-operation of the military, because from his experience 
on a former occasion, in the year 1800, he knew what a 
Bristol mob was. The other gentlemen made the same 
condition. The mayor said he could not have the military 
without the consent of Col. Brereton, who had said the 
troops were too fatigued to act. Col. Brereton was present, 
but witness could not tell whether he heard the answer of 
the mayor. Did not hear the town-clerk tell Col. Brereton 
he would report him to the horse-guards. 

Henry Quentin examined by Mr. Sergeant Coleridge — 
Was a timber- factor, in Queen-square ; and in October, 
1881, was churchwarden of St. Nicholas parish. On Sun- 
day, the 30th, he received a notice from the mayor, and 
in consequence he consulted with a number of his fellow- 
parishioners about coming out to stop the riots. After- 
wards, about two or three o'clock, he saw the mayor at 
the Guildhall, and told him he could muster from 70 to li\b 
persons, if they were allowed to carry fire-arms. H*e said 
he could not authorise their carrying fire-arms, for if they 
shot any person, they ran the risk of being tried £ot ft. 
He said they were allowed to carry staves. W itnesB theh 
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left the it)ay6r. Witness was in Queen->squtfe, in his 4wil 
hduse, all that night i he lived on the east side ot th/e 
square I in the course of the following morning, aboutfive 
o'^clock, he saw Mr. Alderman Campliu in the square^ 
three hours before the military came. The Alderqaan was 
walking about, talking to various respectable persons. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett — When he got 
the mayor*s answer, that they might not carry fice-arms^ 
be informed the persons whom he could have ^ot, who all 
refused to go out with staves only. They would have gone 
if they could have got any of the military ; none of his 
parishioners, in consequence, went out. 

Third Day, Saturday, October «6. 
Thomas Hayman, examined by Mr. Shepherd — ^Was a 
Chelsea pensioner, and resided in BristoL On Sunday, 
October 30, attended at the Council-house in conseouence 
of a notice he had received. He got there about half- past 
ten o'clock, but could not get in, the doors and window- 
shutters being closed. There were five or six other 
pensioners there ; waited thee about three-quarters of an 
hour ; and they then went to the Guildhall, but that was also 
dosed, and they could not get in. There was no jperson 
at either place to give any directions. At three in the 
afternoon he went again to the Council-house^ and he 
found it still closed; he remained there a quarter of an 
hour; there were several other persons there, and he knew 
four of them to be pensioners. They went thrice to the 
Guildhall, and it was closed; they then went back to the 
Council-house, rang the bell, and asked where any magis- 
trate was to be found, as they had received orders to attend. 
The person who answered the bell said some magistrates 
were to be found at the Guildhall Chambers, attached to 
the Guildhall. They went there and ' found some magis- 
trates; did not see'the mayor there; Alderman George 
Hilhouse ordered them (five in number) to go to iiie 
Commercial-rooms and meet a body of gentlemen there ; 
witness and the four others asked the magistrates for arias, 
and they said they had none to give them. They then 
went to the Commercial-rooms, where they learnt that the 

gentlemen had gone to the gaol, and that witness and 
le other foup> were to follow. On going down PrinceV 
:^^eefc, they met the late mayor, Mr. Alderman Savage, 
yr)AO told them they were of no use, but they might be 
v^anted on the following day. They then went home. 
p,n the following day, about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
in consequence of a general notice, he attended again* 
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of the Excise, called on the pensioners to attend at the 
Council4iouse on the Sunday morning. In the afternoon 
he found a great many gentlemen at the GommerciaUrooma^ 
treading the newspapers, but the gentlemen that witnew 
had to attend had gone to the gaoL When he met 
Alderman Savage, the Alderman had a gentleman with 
him, who was all over mud and bleeding very much. 
There were 300 or 400 persons making a noise, and some 
dragoons parading over the bridge to t£e island where ^e 
gaol was, and back again. Witness staid there until about 
nve o'clock. The dragoons came back, and went away 
before witness did. The time that the dragoons staid was 
about half an hour. The mob was shouting very loud 
while the dragoons were there. Besides shouting, there 
was knocking and hammering. The noise continued for 
some time after the dragoons went away. 

James Wolf, a Chelsea pensioner. This witness cor- 
roborated the evidence of the preceding witness. Could 
not tell how many pensioners of the army, navy, and 
marines were in Bristol, but of Chelsea pensioners alone 
he believed there were between 200 and 300. On one 
occasion, some time ago, when they ^were called out in 
anticipation of a riot, about that number assembled. On 
Monday, October 3l» about one hundred of them were 
embodied, in consequence of a public notice. On the 
Saturday and Sunday no such notice had been issued. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett. -On the former 
occasion, when they were called out, it was before a riot 
occurred, and it was by the orders of Government On 
the present occasion, the order came from Mr. Lawrence, 
of the Excise Office. 

By Mr. Justice J. Parke. On the Sunday mominjr he 
only saw twenty or thirty pensioners together. They 
were all scattered through the streets, having no one to 
direct them. 

John Norris Keagan was in'^the employ of Messrs. Hares, 
of Bristol, floor-cloth manufacturers. At twenty minutes 
to five o'clock on the Sunday afternoon went to tne Guild- 
hall, and saw twenty or thirty persons waiting there, but 
saw neither mayor nor magistrates at first ; in five minutes 
afterwards, Mr. Pinney, the mayor, enter^ the ludl, and 
several persons called out, " The Mayor ; the Mayor." 
The mayor then addressed them saying, ** GenUemen, we 
have come to no decision % I will do any thinp you may 
devise, with the exception of caUing in the mihtary $ tbey 
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hftve rendered themselTes ofonoxioos bv Brmg en the 
populace, contrary to orders: and confident I am thet! if 
the^ were again called in, every one would be sacrificed 
before the morning. I will do any thing you wish except 
calling in the l4th, for I am sure if they were called in 
every man would be killed before the morning, and I do 
iK>t wish to endanger the life of any person. 1 will do 
any thing or go anywhere with you." The mayor then 
lett the Guildhall; witness also went away. 

Mr, Robert Morris, sub-agent to the Branch Bank of 
England, at Bristol — ^Their Bank was at the top of Bridge- 
street On Sunday morning went to St. Mary port church, 
and notices were handed round to the different pews t6 
attend the magistrates at the Guildhall. Witness did not 
go there, but went home to the bank to take measures for 
its defence, as there was a very large sum of money in it. 
After taking meaures for its defence, he went to the Guild- 
hall, where he arrived about one o'clock. He saw the 
mayor coming out Witness inquired for a uiagistrate, 
and Mr. George Hilhouse was pointed out to him as one. 
Witness told him the object oi his coming there, viz.-— • 
that he was alone in the charge of considerable property, 
which might be endangered by an attack of the mob, and 
that he wished for the protection of the magistrates. Mr. 
Hilhouse introduced witness, after some conversation, into 
tiie magistn^t^s' room, where there were several of them. 
Mr. Sheriff Bengough, Aldermen Daniel and Goldney, 
and one or two others, were there. He applied for as- 
sistance in case of an attack which he apprehended. 
Sheriff Bengough replied, " We have no means : you 
must organize some means yourself," or words to that 
effect. Witness got no assistance. Alderman Daniel came 
round to witness, who again stated how he was situated, 
and expressed his apprehension that the large property he 
was in charge of was in danger. Alderman Daniel said 
witness was entitled to protection, but the magistrates had 
no meanSj the two troops of the 14th Dragoons had been 
ordered to leave the town by Col. Brereton. Witness ex- 
pt^sed his surprise at that, and Alderman Daniel 
vepiied^ it was thought the irritation would subside if 
&e troops were withdrawn. Witness expressed a hope- 
that the troops would not be sent far, and Alderman 
Daniel said one troop was sent to Brislin^on, two mile^ 
eff; and the other to Keynsham, five or six miles distant. 
The Alderman asked what arms witness had, and he re- 
^kld tw0 blttnderbvBses and two pair of pistols. Thc^ 
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Alderman replied, "You are better provided than we 
were at the Mansion-house yesterday," but recommended 
witness to make no show oi arms so as to attract mischief 
Witness then left, and went to the Commercial-rooms, to 
see what assistance he could get among his own friends. 
He did get some friends to assist him ; one of those friends 
sent him his workmen, who came to the bank, and re- 
mained all night During all that night no communication 
was made to witness from the magistrates. Several timet 
that night witness went out, and saw numbers of people, 
some of whom told him the bank was threatened. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett — Had six or seven 

fentlemen, and six or seven workmen, stationed in the 
tank. 

The Rev. Dr. Lant Carpenter, examined by the Attor- 
ney-General — Was a Unitarian Minister at Bristol. Had 
resided there since 1817. Was well acquainted with the 
Misses Vigor, who occupied the house next to the 
Mansion-house; they were orphans, and one of them had 
been long confined to her couch. On the Saturday night 
witness slept at their house for protection, in case of dan- 
ger. On the Sunday morning he did duty at his chapel. 
Before the sermon commenced he received a notice from 
the magistrates to attend at the Guildhall. He shortened 
his sermon, and then read the notice to the congregation, 
and recommended those who might not be on duty to 
keep in their houses, and to keep their families within. 
He also gave notice that there would be no service in the 
evening, in consequence of the disturbed state of the 
city. About two o'clock, on his way to the Misses Vigor's, 
he saw a mob in Clare-street, coming from the Bridewell, 
and they then entered Marsh-street, in the direction of 
the gaol; he hastened to the Mansion-house to communi- 
cate what he had seen to the Magistrates. He was there 
told a magistrate was in the house, but although he went into 
various rooms in the house, accompanied by a gentleman 
on duty, he could find none, A small number of special 
constables was on duty there. He learned that magis- 
trates might be found either at the Guildhall or at the 
Council-house, and the constables ordered him to tell the 
magistrates that they (the constables) were in great diffi- 
culty, and did not know what to do if attacked. On 
going to the Council-house he found it closed, and then 
e went to the Guildhall, which was also closed. However, 
he found some magistrates at the GuildhaU- Chambers. 
—In the room there was a number of gentlemen, one of 
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whom he knew was a magistrate. He told Mr. Sergearit 
Ludlow, the town-clerk, who was there, that he had seeii 
a mob going towards the gaol. Mr. Sergeant Ludlow said 
they knew the gaol was going to be attacked. A gentle- 
man said he hoped witness would do what he could to 
promote the peace of the city. Witness told him 
what he had done at his chapel to persuade persons 
to keep their children and families at home. Witness 
then stated to Sergeant Ludlow the message from the 
constables, and the Sergeant repeated to the gentle- 
men present what witness had before stated. A reply 
was made by one of the gentlemen present that two of 
their number were gone to the gaol, and that there was 
not a sufficient number present to form a quorum if they 
went to the Mansion-house. Did not see the Mayor there. 
Witness was desired to take that message to the constables 
at the Mansion-house, which he did. Witness then went 
to Miss Vigor's house, but found they had removed. At 
half-past three o'clock heVent again to the Mansion-house, 
and was again charged by the special constables with a 
repetition of the message, but more earnestly. He then 
went to the Guildhall chambers and delivered his message 
to a magistrate in the room. The magistrate replied, 
" then they must come up here." Witness shortly after 
went to the Guildhall to the meeting; there were from 150 
to 200 persons present. The mayor presided at the meet- 
ing; the only directions witness heard were, that it might 
be well to defend the Council-house, and that there were 
200 staves, which gentlemen who would go there might 
take. Witness believed it was Sergeant Ludlow who said 
that. Witness then went home ; in the course of the night 
he saw the Bishop's palace on fire ; about eleven o'clock 
that night he called at Mr. Sheriff Lax's to inform him 
what was taking place. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett — On the Satur- 
day evening there did not appear to be any leaders of the 
mob. 

The Rev, Francis Edgeworth^ a Catholic priest at Bris- 
tol, stated, that on Sunday, Oct. 30, he received a notice 
to attend the magistrates. He went to the Guildhall with 
his colleague, the Rev. Mr. O'Farrell, and saw Dr.Carpen- 
ter there, and four or five magistrates. He heard Dr Car- 
penter deliver the message from the constables 'at' the 
Mansion-house, and Mr. Burgess, the solicitor to the Cor- 
poration, replied, that the magistrates could not be every- 
where; that two were gone to the gaol, and there were not 
No. 5. F 
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more there than were sufficient to form a quorum. Dr, 
Carpenter appeared disconcerted at that reply, and urged 
that the communication he had made of the special con- 
stables, being young men, and dispirited at not having the 
presence of a magistrate, was important Mr. Burgess re^ 
plied, ** We thank you." Witness had gone there to 
make a communication to the magistrates, but he did not 
make it, because it appeared to him, from what had passe^i 
that he was too early or too late ; and he was also influr 
enced in part by the reception that Dr. Carpenter had 
received, and also, by not seeing the mayor there. Some.-^ 
time after he went to the end ot Bridewell lane, where. « 
mob was in the act of removing the gates; the persons,. in 
his view, did not exceed 150; they were not so numerous 
even in that narrow place as to have deterred the witnes/s 
from passing, if he had had occasion. They were of t^ 
poorest class, chiefly under twenty years old, and very iU 
conducted. If any constables had been there, witne^ 
thought that a dozen of them might have coped with tl^i| 
mob. Witness would not have been afiraid of acting wiij> 
a dozen, and in a few seconds they might have cleared Hi^ 
whole place. Witness afterwards went to Queen-squaiie^ 
between three and four o'clock, but no riot was th^j* 
going on. There were persons of the lowest class, ready 
to seize any opportunity which negligence might giy/e 
them. Saw no constables there then. There were six or 
seven of the 3d dragoons, who appeared quite sufficient 
to keep the mob off. About six or seven he went again 
into Queen-square, and there was a large number of per- 
sons, From the conduct of some twenty or thirty of them, 
it appeared to witness that things were getting worse, anji 
that as they had already destroyed the furniture of the 
Mansion-house, their object was to set the building, op 
fire ; he also saw them preparing balls that would bum^ 
and also tow and pitch. This was about half- past four 
o'clock. Saw but one man acting as a constable ; there 
were alfeo three or four of the dragoon guards. The Maiir 
sion-house might at this time have been taken with tije 
greatest ease, as there was none to prevent it except tlje 
dragoon guards. Went home, and returned to. the squar^9 
again before eight o'clock. Witness was accompanied py 
Mr. O'Farrell. At this time the persons disposed to .^tt^ck 
thie Mansion-house were more numerous ; th^ ^^ ^M 
endeavouring to remove the doors of the cellar of ^be 
Mansion-house. A large barrel of liquor was broujj^t p\)^ 
l^y a H^an or boy. The dragoon guards were, ?it tl^is * 
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removed from the Mansion-house to the sqtiafe. Between 
eight and ten o'clock, a very inconsiderable force would 
have prevented this taking place. Not more than twenty 
of the mob entered the cellars. At ten o'clock a much 
larger number of persons entered the front of the Man- 
sion-house, and ransacked the cupboards of the rooms on 
the ground floor. Saw them break up the floor with axes. 
After some hesitation, a boy about thirteen urged them to 
go up stairs; he proceeded a few steps, but finding that 
nobody followed him, he said, " Why don't you come 
on ; are you afraid ?" This was received with a sort of 
cheer, and the mob followed him up stairs. Not more than 
twenty or thirty followed him, and they were chieiiy lads 
about sixteen. Witness continued there about twenty 
minutes ; after this, the plunder of the upper rooms seemed 
to be the work of only a few minutes, directly after which 
the building was in flames. Saw no attempt to prevent 
plundering at the Mansion-house, but only at the house 
adjoining. The mob did not attempt to annoy those who 
were endeavouring to remove their property. The mob 
did not seem to witness to be at all formidable in point of 
force. After the liquor had been taken from the Mansion- 
house the mob increased. The most formidable proceed- 
ing, in the witness's view, was the breaking up the floor. 
Went the next morning to the Guildhall, but could not 
get admission, but learned from the servants that no ma- 
gistrates were there ; went to the Council-house, but there 
were no magistrates there. Shortly afterwards the mayor 
and Mr. George Hilhouse came. Mr. Lunell was also there. 
Witness addressed himself to Mr. Lunell, who stated to 
the magistrates that witness had come to make an offer, 
"^hich he thought ought to be accepted. The mayor did 
not make any reply. Witness told them he was able to 
find 200 steady men who would do all they could to quell 
the riots and preserve the peace of the city. Mr. Hilhouse 
i^aid that witness knew they would drink, adding, th^y will 
be almost all Irishmen. Witness then addressed the mayor, 
stating that the persons he would procure were able and 
[Steady men. The mayor thanked witness, observing they 
werd going now to organize the wards. With that witness 
feft. 

*^ Uross-examined by Sir James Scarlett — The men were 
thklting pitch-balls in a street in Queen-square, in the pre- 
^en<?e of about 30 or 4^ persons. Thought many persons 
^buld not understand what they were about. Witness 
did not consider it his duty to take them into custody on 
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his own responsibility, but would hdve done it At ihe te*\ 
quest of the magistrates ; there were but few persons at the 
Mansion-house ; about half- past four there might be 2OCMI1 
in Queen* square. When the Mansion-house was in 
flames there was a tremendous mob, but witness did not' 
hear shouts of approbation from the persons in the Square^, 
but expressions of detestation and horror at the scene thalj 
was presented. Witness then went to the Custom-house^; 
and told the Governor he expected it would soon be 
attacked, and tendered his services to prevent all thd 
mischief that might ensue. Saw Col. Brereton come mi» 
the Square about ten o'clock, with about eighteen or 
twenty of the .3d dragoon guards ; he drew them up ia 
front of the Mansion-house, and inquired of the soldieirB 
that had been on duty, how the Mansion-house had been set 
in flames ; the soldiers answered " how could they help it.^ 
The Colonel said, '* My lads, don't fire," and riding forward 
among a large number of people, importuned them ti» 
leave. Was not in the Custom-house while it was no firer^ 
and when the mob entered. 

By the Attorney -General — Before Col. Brereton catntf 
the number of soldiers at the Mansion-house was ilot 
above six or seven. 

Henry Bulging examined by the Solicitor-General«*i<{ 
Was a Bookseller in Bristol, and was at Bridge-street 
chapel on the Sunday of the riots, but he then heard of 
no notice having been issued by the magistrates. At half- 
past two o'clock he received a notice to attend a vestry at 
bt. Michael's church, where he met several gentlemen' 
and then was referred from thence to the Guildhall, where* 
he arrived about half- past three in the afternoon. H« 
found Mr. Pinney, the mayor, Alderman Daniel, and 
several other of the magistrates, whose names he did not 
recollect. At first about 100 were present, and others 
entered, to about 150 in all. He staid at the Guildhall 
about three-quarters of an hour. He heard no directions 
given by the magistrates while he was present, nor did he 
hear of any plan being proposed by them, but several 
applications were made to them on the subject. Tlte 
mayor and magistrates seemed very desirous of hearing 
the opinions of the people, but nothing at all was deteiw 
mined upon. He heard many expressions of dissatisfk;^ 
tion, but no indisposition shown, whatever, to render 
assistance. The greater proportion of the persons whd 
were present had staves. He had one as a special constat 
ble. The only direction given was for those presenii^e 
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repair to the Council-houte, to which: place they aU went; 
Several hundreds were there as they found Bumbers whea 
tbey came. He saw no magistrate there on his arrival, nor 
till half an hour, during which time no communication 
was made from them. Two or three gentlemen in tha 
meantime proposedthat they should divide into their several 
parishes to be organized, which was done. He did not 
then see any of the magistrates, but he understood that a 
message was sent to them. He afterwards saw Alderman 
Fripp, and other magistrates, in the private room, but he 
did not at any time see the mayor there. He left, and 
returned to the Council-house at eight o'clock, and found 
a number of persons assembled, but no magistrate. He 
left again about nine, in company with seversl others, and 
went to the Bishop's Palace. The numbers assembled 
there amounted to two or three hundred. A quantity of 
missiles was thrown, but the number of rioters was 
about thirty or forty. The others were looking on. He 
went with other constables,, accompanied by Alderman 
Camplin, to the gate. He did not see the alderman go 
&rther. [The witness here described the situation of the 
gate, and its distance from the main building.] The wit- 
ness continued. His party went down the avenue from 
the gate to the Palace, and met with no obstruction firom 
the mob. While the lights were being procured he went 
forward with his party, and took possession of the hall, 
and went up stairs. His party was separated, and, after 
searching all the parts of the building, they returned to 
the gate, and found the rioters entering. They retreated, 
and afterwards secured two of the rioters. One of them 
was severely beaten by several of the constables. He did 
not see any of the magistrates at the Palace all the time 
he was there, after Alderman Camplin had left. A party 
of the military was at the Palace when they arrived, but 
had left before them. Twenty or thirty resolute men, 
without the military, could have defendea the Palace. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell — At the Guildhall, 
on Sunday, a good deal of dissatisfaction was expressed at 
the military having been sent out of the city, and one 
or two said they would not act without the military. He 
saw CoL Brereton there, and heard Mr. Sergeant Ludlow 
eaU upon the Colonel, in the name of the magistrates, to 
recall the 14th Light Dragoons. The Colonel replied dis* 
laiiotly, ^*' I will not;" whereupon Sergeant Ludlow said to 
the Ck>lonel, *^ 1 charge you with the whole of the respon- 
aibiiily of aU that may happen." The Colonel stiU refusedi 
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and explained why— "that his own men were much ftti- 
gued and jaded, and, with the prejudice that was enter* 
tained against the 14th, and the smallness of the number 
of military, if they were recalled, they would not be abl» 
to defend the city, as he thought they would all be cot 
Up ;"' adding, ** Not that I care about sacrificing my own 
lite, or the lives of the men, if I thought we could be ol 
service, but I am confident we could not. The mob would 
only be irritated to worse acts, and there was no knowiitt' 
where they would stop." Sergeant Ludlow then tumea 
round, and said, '' Gentlemen, I will never be afraid t* 
give my opinion when necessary. I have been advising 
with the Magistrates what steps should be taken, but roy 
advice has not been followed, and I will not state what my 
advice has been." There was then a general cry, '*Ta 
the Council-house ! — ^to the Council-house !" where we 
accordingly went. I did not hear Sergeant Ludlow say 
that the Secretary of State had sent down the soldiers, aaid 
that he demanded their service. 

Counsel — Did not the mayor and magistrates appear 
very desirous of preserving the peace of the city '( They 
appeared anxious to receive advice, but this is all that 1 
can say. I saw Mr. Pinney in the course of the evening 
cotiie into the Council -house and go upstairs. He was in 
his usual black dress. There were about ten or twelve of 
the military at the Palace. About thirty or forty special 
constables went with Alderman Camplin to the Palace; 
he asked, "Who will follow meV* and the number I have 
stated went ; about 200 remained behind; I can't say that 
they all heard the Alderman. Col. Brereton was at the 
Palace, but he gave no orders that I heard; I did not see 
any prisoners released ; the military might have suppressed 
the riot ; I said to one of the soldiers, that if they would 
keep their station we would preserve -the Palace. 

By one of the Jury. — 1 did not see the mayor at the time 
the alderman made the remark I have stated. 

Benjamin //. Green^ examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde- 
Is an accountant at Bristol, and went to the Guildhall 
about ten minutes past twelve o'clock on Sunday ; the 
morning meeting at the Guildhall consisted of about 200 
persons ; he saw at this meeting Alderman Daniel and the 
mayor; he heard no direction given by either of the 
magistrates to those assembled ; there was an appeal to the 
magistrates on the course to be pursued, and they wished 
. to take advice as to what was to be done. About half-^past 
one we were desired to go home, and bring as many of our 



55 

respeeUble neighbours aB we could at half-past three. 
There were not 200 at this meeting at any time ; the mayor 
was present, and he said, in substance, that the civil forc^ 
was not sufficient for their protection ; that the military 
were not to be relied on, and that the best advice he could 
ffive was, that every one should ^o home and take care of 
Sis own property ; this was said at the close of the meet- 
ing ; there was a good deal of previous discussion ; just as 
the meeting was breaking up, a Mr. Jones said, ^'Mr. 
mayor, what protection have you for yourselves and us ?* 
The mayor repeated what he had before said, and Mr. 
Jones said, " There is no safety for any man here, I will 
go home;^' on his making this remark he left the hall, and 
others, witness believes, followed ; he left, on account of the 
panic which the details of the mayor. Col. Brereton, and 
others created, of the proceedings of the rioters. I went 
about the city, and in the course of the evening was at an- 
other meeting at the Guildhall. Coi. Brereton advanced to 
the table, and, upon beings called upon, said, in substance, 
that his men had been on duty thirty hours, and were so 
exhausted, together with their horses, from fatigue, that 
they must have refreshment ; and, in reply to the request 
of Mr. Sergeant Ludlow, to recall thd 14th, said, " That 
as they fired on the people in the course of the morning, 
he considered their presence a source of irritation, and he 
would not bring them back again into the town at present.** 
The town-clerk said he would report him to the Horse- 
Guards ; witness saw only a small number of the mob com- 
mitting acts of violence ; he was in Queen-square a few 
minutes after ten o'clock at night, and the Mansion-house 
was then burned down, and the mob were destroying the 
houses adjacent to it ; he did not see more than fifty or 
sixty individuals committing acts of violence ; he was in 
the Square during the whole of the night; he should con- 
sider the gross amount of the mob, including plunderers 
and rioters, to have been from 1000 to. 1200 persons; about 
600 were rioters, and about 400 were engaged in carrying 
away plunder; when the military appeared, the mob flew 
just as leaves would fly before the wind. 

GrosSfCxamined by Sir J . Scarlett — It was the 3d dragoon 

guards tliat arrived. Many of the plunderers perished in 

,the flames. Their physical powers for further destruction 

':Seemed to be totally exhausted ; at ten o'clock at night 

1' there could not have been less than 10,000 persons in the 

J '^ Square, consisting of men, women, and children. The 

l: majority of them were well-dressed. He was at Lady 
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Huntin^on^s chapel when he received the notice to attend • 
the meeting. The notice was read from the pulpit 
At the meeting there were many speakers, and various- 
advices were given to Alderman Daniel, as to what oug^t 
to be done ; some persons said they would not endanger 
their persons without the aid of the military, and others 
said they would rather go without the military than with 
them. The majority decided that they would not go 
without the military ; on tlie proposition of Alderman 
Daniel, it was resolved that each individual should muster 
as many of his neighbours as he could collect^ and that 
they all should meet together again at three o'clock. He : 
resides at present at Gotham : he knew the persons of most , 
of the magistrates; he was well acquainted with the perscHi 
of the mayor; he saw Mr. Cooke, the solicitor, at the meet* • 
ing. The mayor said at the meeting, " Well, gentlemen, 
what shall we do ? Shall we remain here or go to the 
Council-house V They all then decided upon going to 
the Council-house, as he thought, through the terror of 
the mob, for they were alarmed lest the Guildhall might 
be pulled down about their ears, and the Council-house 
was a stronger place. 

James Jenki7is, examined by Mr. Sergeant Coleridge- 
He is a tanner, and resided at Bristol, in October last. On 
Sunday the 30th, he went to the Council-house, and found 
many persons assembled there ; he went into a room where 
the magistrates were ; among them were Aldermen Fripp, 
Hilhouse, and one or two others; Col. Brereton was there. 
He heard a conversation between the Colonel and one of 
the magistrates ; the Col. said that his horses were so jaded 
that they were quite inefficient for duty. He went to see 
if he could find fresh horses ; he went to the two principal 
horse repositories, and was not successful. He then re- 
turned to the Council-house, and was absent about a quarter 
of an hour; he remembers Alderman Camplin coming from 
the magistrates' room to the head of the stairs, and pro- 
posing if they should proceed to the Mansion-house if it 
was on fire, or to the Bishop's Palace if it was not on fire. 
The general cry was, " To the Bishop's Palace." It was 
then proposed that the mayor should accompany us. The 

Sroposition was received with three cheers. The Mayor 
escended a few steps, and he thought the mayor was. ac- 
company ing them. They immediately left the hall of the 
Council-house to proceed to the Bishop's Palace; they pro- 
ceeded in rank and file by twos and threes. They went 
through College-green ; he saw no troops in College-gre^, 



Ue noticed nomob th^re* A detachmetii: of die sd drag 
guards was drawn up close to the Palace-yard; a eretdt^ 
number of persons rushed out of the yard, who did not* 
appear to be acting either oifensivelv or defensively : he 
went into the Palace, and remained there about half an 
hour I he left it in consequence of a report that the troops 
were withdrawn ; they afterwards, on approaching the tirch-* 
way leading into College-green, met a number of persons 
who were throwing stones; he could not get a distinct 
view of them ; he did not afterwards see the mayor. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell — I myself suggested 
to the meeting, that I should go and endeavour to get 
fresh horses. I did not hear any offer made by Colonel 
Brereton about getting fresh horses, nor did 1 hear any 
refusal on his part to accept that offer. Fifky or sixty 
persons accompanied me to the palace. As we left the 
Palace the mob were approaching it. I thought that nei-*. 
ther myself nor any of my party could remain with safety 
any longer, I am not aware that any of my party were 
wounded. 

Wm, Protheroe examined by the Attorney-general— 
lived in Park-row, Bristol, in October last. I attended 
the meeting at the Guildhall, on Sunday, the 30th. I was 
summoned by Mr. Daniel Fripp, to attend. All the par- 
ties there seemed ready to do every thing in their power to 
assist the magistrates. I saw Alderman George Hilhouse 
there. Some of the parties said to him, ''Are we to be 
armed ] " His reply was, "My advice is, certainly not'* 
I think the particular arms mentioned were staves. After 
conversing with Alderman Hilhouse, I joined the meeting 
in the body of the hall. All the parties assembled ap- 
peai'ed very respectable. In about twenty minutes after 
my conversation with Alderman Hilhouse, several magis- 
trates came on the bench. In the mean time. Sergeant 
Ludlow said that the magistrates were employed in receiv- 
ing communications from various quarters. The parties 
present were urgent for the appearance of the mayor. 
While we were in the hall we were informed that the 
mob were breaking open the Bridewell. I went to the 
Council-honse, at five o'clock, accompanied by Mr. Jen- 
kins ; no fresh horses could be procured. After going to 
look for them, I returned to the Council-house, about 
seven o'clock. Major Mackworth had arrived in the mean- 
time. He said " We have soldiers sufficient here to clear 
the streets, if the civil power will keep possession of them 
afterwards.'* I know Mr. Taunton, the Barrister, He 
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Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett.— The Mayor is 
a man of low stature. It had rained a good deal on this 
day, and the gentlemen were all very wet. Cannot say 
who the gentleman was that sent for the articles to Mr. 
Osborne's house. No enquiry was made the second time 
about a mode of escape. Witness could not say where 
Colonel Brereton was when the Mayor came a second time. 
No letter to Colonel Brereton was read in his presence. 

Samuel Dininge^ examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. — 
Is a Sergeant acting in the recruiting district at Bristol. 
Was on duty on Sunday, the 30th of October last. Was 
at the Council-house on that evening. Was sent with a 
message to Mr. Hare, the Under-SherifF. Found a sentry 
at the gate of the Recruiting- office, after my return. Saw 
the Mayor there after Colonel Brereton's return. Several 
gentlemen were in consultation with Colonel Brereton in 
the upper room. While the gentlemen were there, witness 
was sent by Colonel Brereton to go out and strive to dis- 
cover what the intentions of the mob were. Went to 
fetch Colonel Brereton's horse, and on his return found 
the Mayor and the other gentlemen in the court-yard. 
The Mayor (or at least he judged it to be from the voice) 
asked him whether there was any escape but by the front 
door. He said not, and proposed to ascend some steps to 
observe whether the mob was approaching. Some of the 
gentlemen ordered him to descend, saying, " You had 
better not go up there ; we shall be observed from that 
elevated situation." The persons who were with the Mayor 
went away by twos or threes, leaving the Mayor till nearly 
the last. Something more than half a hour atterwards, wit- 
ness saw the Mayor at the office again, and two gentlemen 
with him. Saw the Palace on fire that night. The fire 
was not visible from the office while the Mayor was there, 
but it might have been on fire then. The second time the 
Mayor and the gentlemen with him went away as before. 
Saw Capt. Codrington about an hour, or probably more, 
afterwards : he had formed his troop in front of the office, 
and had dismounted, and come into the office. After 
twelve o'clock, witness received from the Mayor a letter, 
and a precept for billets! 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell. — Could swear that the 
gentlemen with the Mayor made the enquiry respecting 
a means of escape the first time that he saw them at the 
office. They might have done so tiie second time also. 
Did not recollect hearing a man shouting under the arch- 
way of the Bishop's Palace, and denies that he said, 
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^< There go the fire-boys; tbey will do no obo any harm ;'' 
or, '* I have drank three pints of beer to-night." He had 
not done so, and he did not say so. Mr. Brice accompa- 
nied him to Colonel Brereton*s quarters with the letter, 
which was afterwards delivered to Adjutant Francis for 
him. 

Mr. Samuel Ovlatt Goldney^ examined by Mr. Serjeant 
Coleridge. — Was in Queen-square about two o'clock on 
the morning of the riots. The number of the mob actu- 
ally engaged in rioting mi^t be from 50 to iOO. Went 
to the Council-house for the purpose of finding the ma- 
gistrates. Saw Mr. Garrard, the Chamberlain, who told 
him the magistrates were not there. He then went to Mr. 
Leigh's livery stables, the quarters of the 3rd regiment of 
Dragoons. Saw Cornet Kelson, and communicated the 
state of the mob in the Square. The Dragoons were 
standing by their horses, and Cornet Kelson said he was 
quite ready and willing to go, but he was waiting for or- 
ders. Witness went to Mr. Daniel Fripp's, in Berkeley- 
square, where he had heard the Mayor was, to procure 
orders. He knocked at the door, and Mr. Daniel Fripp 
looked out at one of the up-stair windows. This must have 
been about half-past two. Mr. Fripp, on witness's asking 
for the Mayor, came down, asked his name, and then 
opened the door. Witness asked if the Mayor was there, 
and Mr. F. hesitated. Witness then said, " Is he here, or 
is he not ?" Mr. F. said, " He is." Witness mentioned 
the purpose for which he wished to see the Mayor, and 
was asked to go into the parlour ; Mr. Fripp then went 
up stairs to the Mayor. Witness stated, in the conversa- 
tion with Mr. Fripp, that he thought the riot might be put 
down with a small organized force, and desired him to 
communicate that to the Mayor. Told him also that he 
had seen an officer. In about ten minutes or a quarter of 
an hour, Mr. Fripp came down, and gave witness a note, 
which he carried to Captain Warrington, at Leigh's sta- 
bles. Mr. Fripp read the note to witness, and the paper 
then produced was a copy. 

[The letter was read by the officer of the Court It was 
signed by the Mayor, dated Monday morning, three 
o'clock, and directed to Colonel Brereton, or the Com- 
manding Officer of the King's troops." The following is 
the substance t-^-Sir, I direct you, as the officer in com- 
mand of the King's troops, to use the most vigorous, ef- 
fective, and decisive means in your power to quell the 
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existing riots, and prevent further destruction of pro- 
perty."] 

When Mr. Fripp delivered witness the note, he said, 
" Here is what you want, and you are particularly request- 
ed not to say where the Mayor is." Mr. Wintour Harris 
was with him. Captain Warrington did not immediately 
march witli the Dragoons. Witness was asked in the 
course of the night where the Mayor was, but did not 
communicate it. 

Cross-examined by Sir J. Scarlett. — It was very possi- 
ble that Mr. Fripp was apprehensive for his own safety. 
Witness did not know that the Mayor was refused admis- 
sion into several houses from apprehension, but had since 
heard that he was refused admission into one house. Wit- 
ness had heard that the Mayor was at Mr. Fripp's, but did 
not know from whom. Did not know that the Mayor had 
sent a letter before to Colonel Brereton. I took the note 
to Captain Warrington, as commanding- officer, instead 
of to Col. Brereton, because I had ascertained that the 
latter was not to be found. Captain Warrington said that 
he did not know where Col. Brereton was, but that he 
would be back about six in the morning. I said that if 
he waited until that hour it would be too late. It was about 
three o'clock when I delivered the letter to Captain War- 
rington, 

Mr. Wintour Harris confirmed the evidence of the pre- 
ceding witness as to the visit to Mr. Fripp's, and the in- 
junction not to divulge where the mayor was. 

Sir James Scarlett said, that although he had not 
objected to Mr. Fripp's statement, he hoped it would not, 
therefore, be taken for granted by any one, that the mayor 
had authorised it. 

James Bush examined — About half- past eleven on Sun- 
day, the 30th of Oct., the mayor gave me a letter, which I 
was to take to Captain Coilrington at Doddington. I de- 
livered it to him about two o'clock. I took a letter trom 
him to Captain Estcourt at Tetbury, and called at the 
houses of two other officers, and left a message that theire 
was a serious riot in Bristol, and that I had been sent by 
the mayor to inform Captain Codrington of it. I went to 
the Guildhall and the Council-house, but could not gain 
admittance until about ten or eleven o'clock, when I saiw 
Alderman George Hilhouse and another Alderman. I had 
passed Captain Codrington's troop coming towards Bris- 
tol, about a mile from the town, and I communicated that 
fkct to the magistrates. 
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Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett — I had met the 
mayor in the street between eight and nine o'clock in the 
morning. He appeared exceedingly fatigued; his hat was 
covered with dirt, and he seemed as though he had been 
up all night. He requested me to go to the Guildhall, and 
said that he was calling upon every one he knew to go. 
The lobby of the Council-house was full of persons, who 
were there, I believe, to defend it, when I gained admit- 
tance on the Sunday night, and therefore no person was 
admitted but those who were known. The Council-house 
is the place where the muniments of the Corporation were 
kept. A party of the mob had come near to the Council- 
house from the Bridewell. They came up apparently in 
an organized body. A person amongst them said, " Halt," 
and they did so. There were about thirty of them. One 
said, "Where now '^' Another said, "To the Bishop's 
Palace." The former said, " Where next ?" and the repiy 
was, " We will then give the old alderman a benefit." I 
conceived that they meant Alderman Daniel, who was 
about seventy years of age, and lived in Berkeley-square. 
They then passed on, throwing some stones at the Council- 
house windows. 



Fourth Day, Monday^ October 28, 1832. 

This morning the proceedings in this case were resumed. 
Lord Tenderden was absent, it was supposed through in- 
disposition. 

Benjamin Ralph examined by Mr. Wightman — Resided 
in Wellington -place, in the vicinity of Bristol. On Sun- 
day morning, October 30, soon after 12 o'clock, he went 
to the Guildhall, where there was a good many persons 
inside as well as outside. He went for the purpose of 
protecting the city, in consequence of having received a 
notice ; but he got no orders from any magistrate, nor did 
he see any one. He then left, but at one o'clock returned 
to the Guildhall, the door of which was shut. There were 
upwards of 200 persons of respectability then waiting. 
He did not get in the Guildliall, nor did he get any direc- 
tions what to do. He went there again from half-past 
three to four o'clock, and the large door was still closed, 
and a great number of respectable tradesmen were waiting. 
He got in the Guildhall Chambers, and met Mr. Isaac 
Cooke, who was coming away with some other persons. 
In a few minutes he saw the mayor coming out with Mr. 
Sangar and Mr. Watson. Witness, and those with him, 
received no directions at that time. At about ten o'clock 
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that night, witness went to the Council-house, in £he hail; 
of which there were about thirty constables. The Cham-; 
berlain (Mr. Garrard) was there, but no magistrates. In aa 
hour afterwards, he saw some yeomanry cavalry drawn up. 
in front of the Council- house, in Corn-street; witness 
asked if the soldiers were waiting for orders or for billet^ 
and they said they were waiting for orders, and for a; 
magistrate. Witness then went in the Council-house, and, 
saw one of the corporation officers and Mr. Garrard; he^ 
inquired for a magistrate; Mr. Garrard said there was no 
magistrate there, and begged witness to remain to defepci 
the Council- house ; witness said he had promised to defend 
the bank, but he would be near the Council-house in case 
it was attacked. At twelve o'clock he went to the Councilr^ 
house again, but found no magistrate there. He then prq^ 
ceeded to the Bishop's palace, with Mr. James Livett; the 
palace was burnt down, and the mob were in the Chapter- 
house burning the books; a number of attempts were 
made to set the Chapter-house on fire, but witness an^ 
some other gentlemen managed to throw out the fire, and 
save the Chapter- house. At one o'clock he went again to 
the Council-house, but could not find a magistrate. He 
went to other places to look for a magistrate, but could 
find none. He then went to Queen-square, the west side of 
which was on fire. He saw the house of Mr. Lawes, and 
the corner house, attacked, but they were ultimately saved ; 
the parlour and the upper part of Mr. Lawes's house were 
full of persons; witness and others succeeded in turning 
them out and saving the house ; the corner house was set 
on fire, but witness saved it ; those two houses were the 
only two on that side of the square that were saved. That 
was about four o'clock. There was a great number of 
women in the corner house engaced in plunder. At Mr. 
Lawes's house he saw a man taking wine, and witness 
attacked and struck him, took the wine from him, and 
turned him out. If witness had had twenty -five good men 
he could have saved all the west end of the square. 

Cross-examined — At that time the rioters were muc|i 
diminished, and consisted chiefly of men and boys. Many 
of the rioters had perished in the flames. At one o'cloct 
the mob was very great; some were rolling about into^- 
cated. The notice witness had on Sunday was wha^ w^ 
given from the pulpit for all able-bodied men to attend 
upon the magistrates. When they attended at the GuiJ4- 
hall he did not see a magistrate, but he understood jthe 
magistrates were in a chamber consulting together. Had 
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heard that the military had fired, and that it had caused 
great disapprobation, a man having been shot Witness*s 
plan of defence did hot embrace the use of the military. 
The Council-house was the depository of the Corporation 
deeds, and the Chamberlain was there to defend it. 

The statement of the mayor of Bristol, dated Nov. 4, 
1831, addressed to the Sectetary of State, detailing the 
conduct of the magistrates during the riots, was then put 
in and read. The statement which was made by the mayor, 
of the same date, to Lord Hill, was also put in and read. 

Captain Codringtoriy examined by the Attorney-General 
— Lived at Doddington, about fifteen miles Yrom Bristol, in 
October last. On Sunday, the 30th of October, received 
a note from the mayor and corporation of Bristol, stating 
that the city was in a lamentable state, and requesting the 
assistance of his troops as quick as possible. Witness sent 
out, in consequence of this, in all directions, to collect his 
men. Also sent Capt. Estcourt to Tetbury for the assist- 
ance of another troop. Collected together about fifty men. 
Marched for Bristol about half-past six in the afternoon, 
and arrived at Bristol about ten ; formed the troops at the 
Council'house, and sent word to the mayor that he had 
arrived; also sent to the Guildhall, but was informed the 
mayor was not there, or any ma^strate; went on the 
advice of the chamberlain to Col. Brereton, who was not 
at home at first, but who arrived in a quarter of an hour ; 
asked the Colonel where it was likely to find a magistrate, 
to which he replied that he knew where some lived, and 
would go with witness if he had a horse ; witness procured 
the Colonel a horse, and they went in company to two 
magistrates, but could not fina any at home : witness then 
said his lieutenant was a magistrate, and he thought he 
miffht take off his coat and read the Riot Act ; to this the 
Colonel replied, *' That won't do." Witness said to the 
Colonel, the mob have collected in Queen-square, and 
asked him why he did not take them there. He said, 
" O no, that won't do." Witness said it was no use 
stopping where they were, as the mob seemed pretty 
peaceable ; to which the Colonel replied, if they were left 
ilone they would be so. The Colonel asked witness if he 
could depend on his men, and requested they might not 
fire; to which witness said he could depend on every one 
.6f them, and was certain they would not fire unless they 
'had his orders. The Colonel then proposed going to 
fisher's livery stables to put up their horses ; witness said 
•*Let us go and join the 14th," to which the Colonel re- 
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.plied^ "They are gone, Sir; they afe goae; we haveaent 
them out of town, or there would not have been one of 
tbem left alive/' Could not get room for their horses, and 
witness returned back the same way as he had come, to- 
gether with his troop. Did not see Col. Brereton after he 
left Fisher's ; Went to the outside of the town to a place 
called Downend; did not stop at the Council-houses he 
stopped at Downend about two hours, and receiving no 
communication, witness returned home to Doddin^x>n, 
ordering the men to be in readiness; received another 
letter from the mayor about mid-day on Monday, express- 
ing his regret at not having seen witness the night before, 
thanking him for his prompt attention, and requesting his 
further assistance. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell — Did not send a 
Quarter- master to announce his arrival at Bristol; had 
commanded the troops from the time of their being em- 
bodied ; considered it his duty to put himself in communi- 
cation with Colonel Brereton, as commanding-officer, and 
to act according to his orders ; witness said to the Colonel, 
'* I believe the Riot Act has been read several times ;" to 
which he answered, ** That has nothing to do with you." 
The Colonel would not go with witness to Queen-square. 
Saw flames in that direction ; recollected a person coming 
and asking him for his men before he saw Col. Brereton. 
Saw fire also in the neighbourhood of the Palace, and 
afterwards, before he left, saw the Palace burning — this 
was about eleven o'clock; when Col. Brereton said the 14jth 
had gone, witness did not recollect his saying, " You had 
better follow them." 

Re-examined by the Attorney-Greneral — ^Witness would 
certainly have acted if he had been required by a magis- 
trate, even afler he had seen Col. Brereton. 

By Mr. Justice J. Parke — Colonel Brereton was in his 
uniform. 

By Mr. Justice Taunton — Did not apprise any of the 
authorities, civil or military, of his intention to remove his 
troops from Bristol, because he could not find any. 

Mr. Edward Goss, examined by the Solicitor-General — 
Is a private gentleman, residing in Bristol; was at the 
Council-house about nine in the morning of the 3lst of 
October; saw there the mayor, and Aldermen Daniel, 
Fripp, Hilhouse, and Mr. Sheriff Lax ; witness expressed 
his pleasure at seeing the mayor there, as there was a re- 
port abroad that he had been out of the city during the 
past night, and called upon him, as mayor of Bristol, to 
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adopt such messures as would tend to -preserve tii^ city. 
Witness said "In a few hours night will come, and if pre- 
cautions are not taken, we are wholly a destroyed city." 
Witness suggested that the mayor should go out with him 
into Queen-square and other places, to show that he was 
in the city. The mayor said they were on the most im- 
portant business, and added, *' I don't see how I can leave. 
As to my being absent from the city, that is false, as you 
see I am here." "Witness said, before he left, he would put 
a question to him which he thought of great importance, 
that was, whether he had ascertained the quantity of arms 
in the possession of the gun-makers. The mayor's reply 
was, " I have not; would you have^the goodnessHo ascer- 
tain!" Witness said he thought it his bounden duty, 
and afterwards gave in a list of about 800 guns, in the posses • 
sion of various incjividuals ; witness then said he must have 
an order to have them removed to a place of security, as 
those in whose possession they were, were afraid of having 
them taken from them by the mob ; one of the magistrates 
said, in the presence of the mayor, they could give no such 
order ; to which witness said, " Why you would suffer the 
arms to fall into the hands of the mob," and turning round 
to Alderman Daniel, witness asked him what was to be 
done with them. To which the Alderman replied, " Let 
the whole of them be thrown into the float" Witness said, 
*' Surely, Sir, you are not in earnest ?" To which the 
Alderman replied, he was. No disapprobation was ex- 
pressed of this by the mayor. Witness tlien stated that 
the inhabitants had assembled in the different churches, 
and proposed that arms should be sent to them, that they 
should form themselves into companies and scour the city, 
from one end to the other, and if the villains would not 
quit they should be fire<l upon; and, if every one was 
killed, the magistrates would be fully justified; witness then 
quitted the room in company with Alderman Daniel : on 
returning again witness stated to the mayor he had been 
round the city, and ordered all the arms to be packed up ; 
and again entreated for an order for a removal, as the mob 
was expected in by thousands every moment. Sheriff Lax 
said that every necessary order would be given; witness 
then retired, and sent in a written request to the mayor for 
the removal of the arms. 

Cross-examined by Sir James Scarlett — Had not contri- 
buted to spread the report of the absence of the mayor 
from the city. It was about ten o'clock when witness made 
the proposal about the arms being sent to the diurches. 
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Mr. Aid. Daniel said to the proposition, they' could not 
do any thing without a person whose name witness did 
not recollect The plan was not adopted, and witness came 
to town and made a statement to the Secretary of State. 
Would swear 600 times over that he was not desired to be 
sworn in as a special constable. Heard a few hours after- 
wards that some of the arms were distributed among the 
citizens. In answer to witnesses note, the mayor stated that 
the necessary orders had been given about the fire-arms. 

Major Beckwith^ examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde — 
Is Major-Commandant of the 14th light dragoons. On the 
3l8t of October, at two o'clock in the morninff, received in 
Gloucester a requisition from the mayor of Bristol, and 
proceeded with the Adjutant in a post-chaise to Bristol, 
where he went immediately to the Council-house. The 
magistrates complained that Colonel Brereton had not 
supported them, and that the mob were' in complete pos- 
session of the city. He told him that the riot act had been 
read several times, that the 14th were at Brislington, but 
that orders had been sent for their return. Witness then 
requested three or four magistrates to accompany him on 
horseback, and he would soon restore order. This they all 
refused. Witness then asked them individually ; they all 
refused; one saying it would make him unpopular; another 
that it would cause his shipping to be destroyed. They 
also said that none of them knew how to ride on horse- 
back— (laughter) — except Mr. Alderman Hilhouse. Mr. 
Hilhouse said he not been on horse- back for eighteen 
years, and would hold any one responsible who said that 
he could ride. — f Laughter.) — Witness then said he should 
require a written authority from the magistrates to adopt 
such measures as he might think expedient for putting 
down the riots. Witness then had a paper delivered ta 
him, signed by the mayor and twn-clerk, authorizing 
him to disperse the mob. On asking the mayor to accom- 
pany him, he said, if he did so, it would cause his ship- 
ping or his property to be destroyed. At the time witness 
received the order, his men had not arrived. Proceeded 
immediately in search of Colonel Brereton, whom the 
magistrates said he would probably find in Queen-squar<|. 
Witness's men did not arrive for an hour and a half Had 
seen Colonel Brereton in Queen-square and at the Adju- 
tant's lodgings. On finding the Colonel in Queen^sqUjare; 
witness expressed his astonishment at what was going on, 
and asked what had become of his squadron ot the ^4th 
dragoons. The Colonel said he h^d sent them out of Brig- 
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tol the day before, but thiat Major Mackwdrth had be^ti' 
sent for them, and they might be expected in an hour. He 
also said, the magistrates would not authorize him in usinlg 
force; and on witness telling the Colonel the orders c^ the 
army made it imperative to act without magistrates, if one 
was not present, he said, with so small a force as was then 
in Bristol, it was impossible to do any thing, and he must 
wait for a considerable reinforcement. He then said he 
was very much fatigued, would go home to dress, and de- 
sired witness to wait on him in an hour, at the recruitinff- 
oflfice. College-green. Witness's men shortly afterwaros 
arrived, and a report being made that the mob was plun- 
dering the Bishop's palace, the men were mounted, seve- 
ral charges were made, and the mob was put down in 
every part of the city. Did not see a single magistrate in 
any part of the city he had occasion to go to. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell — Made some of the 
charges at full speed, in which the troops were employed 
from ten to twelve o'clock. The peace of the city was com- 
pletely restored. Colonel Brereton several times came up, 
but sat on his horse, doing nothing, stating to witness that 
it was impossible to quell the riot. Witness said, as soon 
as the squadron arrived he would do so ; to which the 
Colonel then said, ** It is on your own responsibility." 
Witness said he would do so. Witness had never seen 
Bristol before in his life. It was not Mr. Alderman Camp- 
lin that said, he had never been on horseback in his life. 
Knew the mayor and Alderman Hilhouse. The mayor was 
tile most collected of the party witness saw. Witness had 
not said that the mayor had been unjustly blamed, and he 
would take care that the saddle was put on the right horse ; 
but he had no doubt of saying;, he thought it unjust to 
throw all the blame on the magistrates and the mayor. 

The Attorney -General stated that this was the case for 
the prosecution. 

Sir James Scarlett then ^ose and addressed the Jury : — 
Gentlemen of the Jury, the time is at length arrived when 
the mayor and magistrates of Bristol have an opportunity 
of stating their case, and of proving it by their witnesses. 
They have suffered much obloquy, much persecution, 
iriueh misrepresentation. They feel, and they deeply de- 
plore, the unfortunate calamity which has befallen the city 
of Bristol ; but they cannot deem it otherwise than as a 
gteat aggravation to that calamity, that they should be 
tiiade the subjects of reproach, as having been the occasion 
6f it, and tiiat for the L^ng period of twelve months since 
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it occurred, they had been subjected to a secret investiga- 
tion, not instituted by the directions of Government nor 
by the legislature, but by a private committee of their 
own townsmen, and formed — however respectable the 
members of it might have been, which I do not doubt — 
but formed chietiy, if not exclusively, of that party in 
the town which, from their line of politics and their re- 
ligious opinions, have been long opposed to the magistracy 
ot Bristol. Gentlemen, the administration of justice in 
that town was vested in the magistrates, and whether right 
or wrong in entertaining such a feeling, I trust there is 
nothing unnatural in the feeling, that they have suiFered a 
species of indignity in finding a tribunal, formed of their 
own fellow-citizens, sitting in judgment upon them, with- 
out having an opportunity of defending themselves. How- 
ever, the day has at length arrived when the result of that 
inquiry, which I understand received the countenance and 
support of Government, has produced this information, 
among others, instituted by his Majesty's Attorney-Ge- 
neral; and the mayor of Bristol is now called upon to 
bear the weight and authority of this accusation by the 
prosecutor, without his knowing, until the evidence which 
has now been given was produced, any one particular on 
which his conauct was condemned. The information deals 
in very general terms 5 it embraces a period commencing 
on the Saturday, and terminating on Monday, and the 
only charge against the magistrates is, that they did not do 
their duty. In what respect they neglected or failed to do 
their duty, or in what particular instance, is not stated. 
All this they have had to learn from the evidence which 
has now been produced. You have heard but a portion 
of the evidence — you have heard, indeed, a statement 
read by my learned friend, which was given by the may- 
or, containing a general outline of the proceedings — a 
statement made up for the purpose only of giving a gene- 
ral view of the transactions, without in the least under- 
standing that the persons making it would have to excul- 
pate themselves of charges of which they were not con- 
scious. If I were to represent to you the very great 
anxiety I feel in this case, you might perhaps think that 
I was using the common part of an advocate's duty in en- 
deavouring to bespeak your attention. I am confident, 
however, when you look at the case in all its details, and 
in the result to which you will have to come, you will 
think that it is one of the most important cases ever 
brought before this great tribuni^ — one in which the ma- 
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gistracy of this country have a deep and important inter- 
est; for, if the mayor of Bristol can be convicted upon 
the evidence you have heard, or on the topics which the 
Attorney -General has laid before you, there would be no 
safety for any magistrate in the kingdom ; no honesty, no 
zeal, no integrity, could save him from the malice or ven- 
geance of his enemies. Gentlemen, 1 shall find it neces- 
sary to make some, though but few, observations upon 
the evidence you have heard to-day ; for although I am 
afraid I must occupy a great portion of your time in filling 
up those parts of the evidence you have heard, I must not 
only endeavour to vindicate the innocence but the honour 
of these gentlemen. I should upon that evidence alone 
most confidently expect an acquittal, but you must hear 
further evidence. It will not be necessary for me to call 
your attention to those parts of my learned friend's 
statement which have been contradicted by the evidence, 
but there are two or three topics in that speech to which 
I feel bound to call your attention, because I am per- 
suaded that you will nnd, on a full consideration, that the 
weakness ot* my learned friend's evidence is not supplied 
even by the strength of his argument. My learned friend 
stated, " that magistrates have an authority," as undoubt- 
edly they have, "and a duty was cast upon them to en- 
deavour to prevent those crimes which relate to breaches 
of the peace, and that they were invested by law with the 
authority of calling on every man within the sound of their 
voice, to take up arms, if it be necessary ." But do not let 
us depend too much upon words. h\ one stmse, certainly, 
magistrates can compel persons to take up arms; but it 
was not in that sense that it could be applied to Mr. Pin- 
ney. It is not true, that if a man refuse to take up arms, 
he was therefore liable to be punished by the magistrates. 
If, indeed, the law would invest the magistrates with the 
force of a giant, and with a hundred arms, like Briareus, 
then, indeed, they might have used such a power ; but as 
the law stood, a magistrate could only cause a person who 
refused to come to his assistance, to be prosecuted by in- 
dictment, so that you see the process in such a case is ex- 
tremely slow. How could my unfortunate client expect 
that assistance, or how command it? or, indeed, if he 
>uld command it, how could he have entbrced it accord- 
^ to the evidence you have heard ? Although I cannot 
It agree with the proposition which has been advanced 
fty my learned friend, that the law makes a man liable 
ta punishment if he refuse to assist in keeping the peace, 




72 

there is no law to enable the magistrates to force the na* 
ture of another, and compel him, if he refused, to assist 
him. The next proposition to which I come is one which 
I'can hardly think my Learned Friend expected you, on 
calm deliberation, to agree with. He said, " The law re- 
quires every magistrate under such circumstances to act 
with promptitude and vigour, and that in case of a small 
excess of power, in consequence of his good intentions, 
he need not be afraid of any severe consequences either of 
a civil or criminal nature." So, then, the good intentions, 
it seems, may excuse a magistrate in case he should find 
it necessary to shed blood; my learned friend is right, 
if he and those with whom he acts concur, that it is ne- 
cessary to use arms, and that, in consequence, blood is 
shed; but my learned friend was altogether silent on 
another part of the case. If the magistrates had good in- 
tentions, and wished to avoid the shedding of blood, and 
if they erred, not in the excess of severity, but in the 
excess of lenity, my learned friend did not say that the 
magistrates should then be excused because of their good 
intentions. Nor has there been any one motive, any one 
corrupt intention, even suggested by my learned friend ! 
Have I not a right to say that they have erred, or that they 
had formed a mistaken judgment of the state of Bristol, 
and that they could not obtain their fellow -citizens to 
suppress the riot? — Have 1 not a right to say, that for that 
error, they ought not to be subject to this criminal pro- 
cess ? My learned friend's law is, that where there is an 
excess of severity, with good intentions, they were enti- 
tled to protection; but that when there is an excess of 
lenity, also from good intentions, they were not to be 
excused. Gentlemen, what is the result of the whole 
evidence you haveJ3een hearing for several days If Do me 
the favour to consider that you are now sitting calmly, free 
from all fear, free from all alarm, free from all agitation, 
to decide what ought to be done in the midst of tumults^ — 
in the midst of agitation and violence that might disturb 
the coolest judgment. Let me ask you if you would 
think it right at this time, supposing the evidence had 
been different to what it is, and which would have led 
more justly to the conclusion to which my learned friend 
requests you to come on it, whether because you might be 
of opinion at this distance of time, that by some other 
course that might be adopted, Bristol might have been 
saved from conflagration, therefore the magistrates are 
guilty ? You are now in a different situation to that 



73 

IE which they were. You have nothing to fear-^you 
have no wives and families to proteet — ^you have no city 
to save — you are not under the necessity of acting with or 
without the support of the military — you may therefore 
£orm an opinion, and you may suppose, that if a few lives 
had been lost on Saturday — that if blood had been spilled^ 
the town and the city might have been saved. But sup* 
pose you were right in tiiiat conclusion, are you ready 
on tbiat occasion to condemn the magistrates when 
they acted under the authority of an officer of his ma- 
jesty, who declared to them that the town was safe with- 
out that expedient? More tiian that, if there be any 
honest man who believes, that if the magistrates had 
done that which my learned friend says they ought to 
have done — spilled blood on the Saturday, and saved the 
town — does any body doubt that they would have been 
indicted for murder without giving offence to Govern- 
ment] Can any man doubt that if an officer, riding up 
and down the town, had said, "I can't fire," and the ma- 

fistrate had said, " Sir, I don't ask you to be responsible, 
am responsible myself. I call on you to fire " — can any 
body doubt that if the soldier had fired, and life had 
thereby been taken away, the magistrate would certainly 
have been amenal^e? Would his good intentions have 
saved him then? I think they ouffht; but I have great 
doubt that they wouM. Why we know the effect of diat 
very case. A constable who went out of Bristol — a hdbf- 
pay Captain — on the Monday morning, had the mis- 
fortune to kill a person. He was indicted, but I never 
heard that that had offended the Government. I allude 
to Captain Lewis. Gentlemen, let us look at the evi- 
dence. I think the whole of it, which my learned friend 
has given you, may be summed up in two sentences— 
namely, that aU i^ efforts of the magistrates to induce 
Colonel Brereton to use his exertions to suppress the 
riot were totally ineffectual — the second is, that in conse- 
quence of the military refusing to suppress the riot, 
the civil force of Bristol also refused to aid the magis- 
trates. I should be glad to know then what they were to 
ido, deserted as they were, on the one hand by the 
military, and on the other by the citizens. That 
seally is the genend state of the case laid before you by 
4he prosecution ; and upon that, you are called on to hold 
the magistrates responsible for the burning of the town. 
That is the sum and substance of the evidence. I admit 
it has been given to you with a degree of ridicule cast on 
No. 7. H 
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the mayor. The whole having been founded on ^brica- 

tion, supported by perjury, if not by the greatest misre-^ 

presentation. Then, by a number of negatives, my learned 

friend thinks of making fun of it ; for a man is put into 

the box and asked if he went to the Guildhall by direction, 

er to the Council-house by direction, and if he had done so, 

forsooth the magistrates must be guilty. Is it not singular 

that there should not have been called before you any one 

person who could have given a more detailed aocount'i 

There is Mr. Burgess, the City Solicitor — there is myHoiL 

and learned friend Mr. Sergeant Ludlow, before me, 

whose name has been mentioned by almost every witness, 

but they don^t think fit to call him or them. They take this 

case of the magistrates, divided into tatters, as it were-m- 

they show him here and show him there, till at last they 

show him, as in the opinion of the last witness but one, 

Mr. Goss, out of Bristol altogether during the night Mr. 

Goss, is a gentleman who goes to the Council-house to 

make a speech to the magistrates. He gives a great de«l 

of trouble, and because his foolish plan is not adopted, 

and because the magistrates will not tell him what their 

plans are, he gets access to the Secretary of State for the 

Home Department, and writes a letter of his feelings to 

the Government. You will be surprised when I inform 

you that the inquiry into the state of the arms in the towB 

nad taken place on the Sunday — that arrangements had 

then been made to protect the arms, though they did not 

think proper to inform Mr. Goss of that, and that on the 

Monday, arms were actually sent into the gaol — not into 

the float, but into the gaol — by Major Mackworth, and there 

secured. Why should they then tell Mr. Goss — why 

should they tell this speech-msJking gentleman who goeB 

to bully the magistrates, what they had done 1 He goes 

like a military man to divide the town into parts— to put 

arms into the hands of all who could use them, and to let 

them sweep the whole town. Mr. Alderman Daniel-'-wa 

gentleman of the greatest respectability, as I am informed 

.—-upwards of seventy years old, says, " Oh, Mr. GoM, 

We had better throw them into the float." Mr. Goss tbi^ 

said, ^* Why throw them into the float; surely, Sir, you 

are not in earnest?" No, nor was Mr. Alderman Daniial 

in earnest. Arrangements had been made to protect th^nt; 

but it was not necessary to put Mr. Goss or any j>ersQ)i 

in possession of that information. Gentlemen, you «i)e 

told the magistrates did not form a plan« so thai when thie 

military deserted them, as if it were inherent in thie offi«^ 
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of aldermen, they were not as they ought to have been, in 
possession of the knowledge of an engineer, carrying 
about with them all the knowledge of how to defend a 
town, and how to arrange and organize the inhabitants of 
that town, to defend it in half an hour. Why, if the ma- 
gistrates were a little taken aback-->if they did not know 
exactly how to defend the town — if, when they summoned 
tbe whole, only two hundred came — ^if, when they bid 
them disperse and bring others, a smaller number came— 
and if, at last, they found it was impossible for them to 
defend the town— perhaps you will not think the crime is 
of a very aggravated kind. I speak in general of the evi- 
dence, let us come now to details. I earnestly hope you 
have the evidence on your minds, and that you do not 
refer to any other source to obtain a knowledge of it« 
Mr. Roberte was called; he is a Dissenting clergyman, 
and from his habits, had much intercourse with the lower 
orders of the town. That gentleman gave his evidence 
ib a way that satisfied me he was a man of conscience 
and of honour, though I never heard his name before he 
oame into Court He suggested to the magistrates, 
first of all, that he should go to the people iu Queen* 
square, and endeavour, as probably he might know many 
«f them, and many might know him, and respect what he 
aaid — " Endeavour to prevail on them to go home." Now, 
'lMy learned friend thinks to turn the acceptance by the ma- 
Ipstrates of this offer into ridicule. At the time this pro- 
posal was made, the magistrates were abandoned by tbe 
■inilitary, and at that time a party of the citizens refused to 
act witnout the military ; another party refused to act, if 
thfe military came. Mr. Roberts makes his offer in the 
best faith. Mr. Pinney goes and states it to the other ma- 
^trates. He wished to get a party to go with him — Now, 
-'Was a party of magistrates to go ? My learned friend in- 
^nuated, that the magistrates were afraid to accompany 
^tfr. Roberts. With that view, I asked the question of Mr. 
O^oberts, which I put to him. When he went to Queea- 
M^oB^e^, he said he saw a soldier, and that he stated to him, 
(tibdlt he came there by the authority of magistrates, and 
i^i^hed him to make an opening for him through the 
lfN|tiiR<e. The soldier refused to do so. I asked the witness, 
jtt'When you went,was it your intention to make it generally 
^kMOwn, that you went there by the authority of the magis- 
ittfetes*, ordidi you mention that circumstance privately to 
^Ibie: soldier;" for he wished to go privately, as if of his own 
'40iSoTd^ Jiiecause, if it had appeared that he had goioe 
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€fnice would have been lost, and his appearance there, gonie 
fbf nothing. It appeared, that when Mr. Roberts came baek 
from the square, and told the magistrates the result, tlney 
said nothing. What a crime I What a crime ! that the nm- 
gistrates should have said nothing ! Greritlemen, you wffl 
please to recollect, that the magistrates, who have met wil^ 
such censure,* felt it their duty to keep back, as Ibng'^ 
possible, from the knowledge of the populace, thdt tfeef 
could not have military aid. But Mr, Roberts stated inost 
candidly, that though he thought, and though h^ was <if 
opinion still, that his plan might have been efficient 5 yeft 
tiiat he ascertained afterwards, the nragistrates could htc 
carry it into effect, because the 14>th dragoons had beeii 
sent out of town, and Col. Brereton had refused to act; '1 
said, "Mr. Roberts, you'seemed to think military forcfe wsi6 
necessary ; in your judgment, was there any dispositioii to 
give the magistrates civil aid ]" Now, I will give you hii 
answer. Mr. Roberts's answer was, that he was astonishea 
at the in&tuated apathy of the inhabitants of Bristol, whett 
their town was about to be burnt under their eyes. 'I 
will now give you a proof of how necessary it is for m^'t6 
beg of you to depend upon your own memory for the evi- 
dence upon whidi you intend to rest your judgment, bud 
not upon the reports in the newspapers. A journal of exJ 
ceeding i)opularity, read not only in England but all ovtsff 
Europe, represented Mr. Roberts as saying, "I had a strbi% 
impression of the dangerous consequence of the iufatiiated 
apathy of the civic authorities in permitting the city to be 
occupied and ravaged by a mob." Can there be a greater 
perversion of fact than this? and yet, gentlemen, if yod 
look to the newspaper which has carried this all ov^ 
England, you will find such is the manner in which they 
represent that part of Mr. Roberts's evidence. Mr. Roberts; 
you will observe, makes the number of the mob engag^ 
m plunder, all looking on at plunder, much greater thatl 
some of the other witnesses. He proves to you, also, thife 
he went to the Commercial-rooms, and found a great nuttN 
ber of gentlemen there, after a notice which I shall prbvidl 
to you had been generally circulated, calling upoto the ih^ 
habitants to meet and aid the magistrates. There id ot^ 
fact to which I beg to direct your attention, at this part of 
our investigationi It is, that the greater part ef 1^ 
witnesses called for the prosecution are either Catholi^,'dr 
Dissenters from the Church of England, like Mr. R4J>be|t^ 
I do not mean to cast any reflection on these cksaea^xif ^ 
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conunanity $ but we can very easily imagi&e i^at in the local 
4ifferencea which will exist in a counti^^ town, the people 
qf the classes mentioned are not exactly those who will 
take jxirt in &Tour of the magistiacy. U appeared from 
the evidence that Mr. Edgewortli, a Catholic priest, came 
to the magistrates on the Monday morning, aikl said that 
he could procure 200 men to contribute their services. 
Now he wished to know why Mr. Edgeworth had not made 
this offi&r before. On the Monday the riots were coinpara* 
tjiirely subdued. But the fiict was, that it was not until 
^e inhabitants found that other property besides the cor« 
poration property was endangered by their apathy, that 
tpey showed any readiness ta come forward to give neces« 
sary aid. The witnesses had stated that the number of 
those who were actually engaged in plunder or violence 
^Pas not every gre^tt i but it was (|uite clear that if only a 
few were employed in committing violence, and if a 
thousand persons were looking on, a sufficient force would 
be necessary to remove the whole thousand. The evidence 
showed that the shouts and cries were general amongst the 
crowd, and no man was found to take hold of any of those 
who shouted, and carry him before the magistrates. There 
n^ver was such a proof of apathy as that which the conduct 
of the inhabitants of Bristol afforded, when thousands of 
them saw the Mansion-house falling in flames, and when, 
SO &r from any measures being taken to prevent the 
destruction, the cry was, ^* Oh ! *tis only corporation pro* 
perty." He had asked some of the witnesses why, if so 
8.auill a force as they represented would have been suffi* 
cient to quell the disturbances — why they themselves or 
their neighbours had not made the necessary exertions ? 
ai^d the answer was, '* I did find any one to assist me, and 
t would not go alone." If the mayor of Bristol had not 
&e taleut to organize a force, why did not some of the 
10,000 lookers on take the proper steps? He took upon 
himself to say that if 150 gentlemen, or persons decently 
dneased.had gone to the aid of the magistrates, the distur- 
bances they would have been quelled ( but instead of that, 
inspired the mob by their presence, their encouragement^ 
and their shouts. A Mr. Townsend had given a ridiculous 
amount of the mayor's escape, but he was contradicted in 

ae particulars by the next witness, a servant of Mr. Leman, 
rough whose house the escape was made, and, therefore, 
his testimony was not worthy of belief. It was worthy of 
immark that in the speech of his learned friend, the 
4l^raoy«General| a speech of great eloquence and a)E>ility; 



78 

not the slightest allusion had been made t^ the excited 
stKte of the city of Bristol at the time of these transactions. 
He (Sir J. Scarlett) must therefore take the task npon 
himself, and he assured the Jury that, in describing the 
state of Bristol at that time, he wished he had the power 
of his learned Mend, in order to convey to their miada 
some idea of the real state of the city— -of the activity and 
energy of those who acted with the mayor, and the apatii}^ 
and indifference of the inhabitants generally. The ma-i 
,^trates did not complain of Colonel Brereton ; nor waif 
ne instructed to say any thing in censure of that officer. 
He had acted under a fearful responsibility ; and, no donbt^ 
under the impression that if he caused a man to be pat to 
death, expecting, as he did, that the peace of the ^kf( 
would be secured without such a calamity, he could mil 
have justified so extreme a use of his power. He acted 
in conference with the magistrates ; and he represented to 
them that the force which he possessed was not sufficient to 
preserve the peace of the city, considering that the inha* 
bitants would not come forward in sufficient numbers to 
support him ; that the object of the magistrates ough^ 
therefore, to be to gain time; that they should send- for 
reinforcements; and that, by Monday, a sufficient fordd 
might be collected; and then he would undertake to 
suppress the riots. The Jury would recollect that thie 
fx>untry was, at that period, in a state of great agitation. 
A very important measure was then depending in Parlia* 
ment, and it had produced a crisis of extreme agitatioit. 
Let him not be understood as saying one word against that 
measure. It was noM( the law of the land : and it never 
had been, and never should be, his practice, while hb 
maintaineid a position in that Court, to discuss the merits 
of any law before a Jury in a Court of Justice. All he 
woula say was, that he sincerely hoped and earnestly 
prayed that the measure might accomplish all the great 
objects, which he was sure many of those who had sup- 
I>orted it honestly wished to see effected. No man could 
be more happy than he should be if the measure were 
found to secure the prerogatives of the Sovereign, it 
maintain the privileges of the Peers, and to give us a House 
of Commons containing the elements of wisdom and ma* 
deration. Should such be it results, he should be grateful 
to the authors of so beneficial a measure. He should' mdoi 
no further allusion to the point than to observe thaty «t 
the time when that measure was pending, the state of ths 
country generally was such a& it could not be denied had 
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solution. It was natural that the numerical masses of th& 
country, with whom undoubtedly the measure had iid 
greatest popularity, should feel resentment against thogd 
who had opposed it in Parliament, and accor£ngiy everj^ 
means was resorted to, out of Parliament, to bring them intb 
disrespect Magistrates were defamed — libels were propa^ 
gated against aU persons of rank and influence who had* 
taken any part against the measure— and it was weU 
known, from what liad passed in that Court, and elsewhere^^^ 
that in Bristol there existed great local excitement. The 
part which Sir C. Wetherell had taken, and which waii 
i^eged to be the cause of all these disturbances, had made 
hhn be regarded not only as an opi)onent of that measure, 
bnt also as an advocate of the magistrates, and, as there 
was hardly a printer in any town who had not something 
to publish against the corporation, any adherence to them 
wonld render the individual an object of additional resent- 
ment All respect for the magistrates was gone ; and there 
were not in the kingdom auy magistrates — not even the 
Vttierabie magistrates before the Jury — who enjoyed the 
same respect that they did in more sound times. Under 
these circumstances it became necessary to deliver the gaol 
of Bristol — a duty that could not be performed without 
the Recorder, whose presence was by law necessary. In 
the month of October there were sixteen prisoners, charged 
with capital crimes, in the gaol, besides others accused of 
minor offences. The Jury would see, therefore, that the 
presence of the Recorder could not be dispensed with. At 
this time, Mr. Finney, who had recently returned from the 
West Indies, was new in office, having been mayor but a 
ai few weeks. The magistrates were aware that there ex* 
isted in Bristol a great excitement against Sir Charles We- 
therell, although they certainly had no idea that that sen- 
sation against him and them amounted to a desire to see 
the public property burnt and destroyed, and the whole 
city exposed to conflagration. They consulted tc^ether 
whether it would be expedient to postpone the gaol de- 
^livery— in which case they would have been open to the 
reproach of keeping men m gaol for a considerable tim»-^ 
end he had no doubt they would have heard that imputa- 
tion' irom various quarters. On the other hand, if they 
hM. the gaol delivery, the city might be exposed to agita«- 
tion. In this difficulty they tnought it better to have the 
flikthortty of the Secretary of State for their proceedmgsi 
bad,' Miring sent a deputation up to town, Lord Melbourne) 



80 

on consultation with them and with Sir Charles WethierelU 
was quite of opinion that the Assizes should be he)di tu94' 
said inat, if troops were requisite, they should b€^ supplied. 
On their return to Bristol, application was made to Mr. 
Under-sheriff Hare, and, upon his reeommendatioi^ lift 
constables were hired — making, with the special ccM^tables^t 
a force of about 320 men, which Mr. Hare thou^t would, 
be amply sufficient to preserve the peace. They took the 
precaution of meeting Sir Charles Wetherell a shoH^ dis- 
tance from the town instead of the usual place, which was 
about two miles farther off, and he was advised to approach 
early in the morning instead of the middle of the day, is 
(M*der to avoid a crowd. The agitation which was e^pected^ 
took place. A shQutjla^ was raised, and cries oi :*^The: 
King and Reform,*^ l^hich, of course, Sir Q. Wether^ r 
could not consider personally offensive to him. When at 
the Guildhall, some demonstrations of riot took |)lace, 
and Sir Charles said, that if any person made a noise he 
should be taken into custody, and committed— « threat, 
very frequently and properly held out. The mayor liad 
been up at seven o'clock that morning. He went to tho- 
Council- house, saw the marshalling of the constables, and 
made a speech to them, exhorting them to act with good, 
temper, but at the same time with firmness, and not to 
quit their ranks. They then set out, and he returned to 
the Mansion-house. After the opening of the gaol deli- 
very, although no serious disturbance took place, beyond 
the mob hooting Sir Charles Wetherell, and crying out, 
''The King and Reform,** still, in consequence of the 
crowd continuing, the magistrates held a deliberation, aikd 
it was concluded that the Recorder should not go in state 
to church on the Sunday, as the population would be idle 
on that day, but that he should go on Monday, and should 
proceed direct from church to the Guildhall. In the course 
of the day the mob broke the windows of the Mansion^ 
house, and some of them got in and did more mischiej^ 
but were expelled by the constables. At this time. Sir 
Charles Wetherell, as had been so emphatically stated by 
one of the witnesses, thrusting his hands into lus breeehea- 
pockets, said, ''* Sir, I do not think there is a sufficient 
cause to justify the sending for the military.'* The mayot 
went out and addressed the mob upon the impropriety jof 
their proceedings, exhorting them to disperse, and stating 
that unless they did so, he should be obliged to resort ta 
force to compel them. The mob increased in fury and 
vk>leBce, and further deliberation took place amongst Iher 
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mttgiaNratenr, and Sir Charles Wethefeil then agreed ^i it 
was time to send for the military. Was there any crima/ 
in the conduct of the magistrates so far, in God's nana- 3 
As the tumult continued, and some of the mob had entered 
the house and beg^n to plunder, Sir Charles Wetherdt* 
WM advised to quit ibe town, as he appeared to be the 
object;of their resentmeikt If it was a crime to escape when 
a itian's life was in jdanger. Sir C. Wetherell had a right 
to thank his learned fHend, the Attorney-General, for not 
framing an indictment against him too. From the com- 
meocement of the riots the xtiayor had not been in any 
instance backward in exposing himself to personal danger. 
On ihe contrary, he surprised those around him by hia 
actitity , his energy, and his indifierence to his own safety. 
He went down himself to Colonel Brereton, and brought 
him up tb the drawing-rooto. But it seemed to be made 
a charge against him that he did not go in person to resist' 
and apprehend the rioters. He knew of no law whicsh 
obliged a magistrate to go and pky at fistycufis with a mob^ 
more than any other man. He wanted to know what 
statute there was which placed a magistrate at the head of 
the constables to make a charge against a rabble. There 
might be cases in which a magiiitnit« ought to do so, and 
there were cases in which any individual ought to do so^ 
but the law did not make it a crime in a magistrate not to 
do so. The 3rd Dragoon Guards came, and were very 
well received by the mob. The shouts of " The King and. 
Reform '' were renewed; and the mob shook hands with 
the soldiers. Colonel Brereton went out^ and observed 
what passed, and when he came back, he gave it as his 
opinion that there was no occasion for the troops to do 
more than ride about and protect the Mansion-house. The- 
magistrates were of a different opinion. The constables 
were worn out with fatigue ; they had been on duty since 
seven o'clock in the morning. It was now four or five, and 
neither they nor the magistrates had had any refreshment 
or rest all that time. Colonel Brereton a second time ob- 
served the conduct of the mob^ and came back and report-' 
ed that they were quite good-humoured, and he was sure 
diey would disperse. The magistrates were not satisfied, 
and they gave him orders to clear the streets. He asked, 
•' Do you order me to fire V^ The answer was, " If it be 
Qscessary ; you are to do whatever is necessary." Colonel 
Brereton said there appeared to him no occasion. He un* 
dertook upon his own responsibility to secure the town 
thkt night. A constable came and said that with twenty- 
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five men, if supported by the dragoons, he would go inta 
the crowd — would discriminate between the innocent and 
the guilty — and would take into custody those who were 
assisting in the riots ; but Colonel Brereton said, " It is 
not necessary ; let the dragoons leave the town, and I will 
be responsible for its safety." Now, what was the crim^ 
of the magistrates 1 His learned friend contended that it 
was their duty to order Colonel Brereton to fire. He 
b^ged leave to tell his learned friend that where a military 
officer undertook, on his own responsibility, to secure the 
safety of the town, the magistrates would have been guihy> 
of murder, if, by any exercise of power, they had proved^ 
the cause of sheading blood. He did not think that excess' 
of severity would have saved them from a prosecution; s 
Towards ten or eleven o'clock that night, the mob began 
to disperse, and the Jury had already heard that, by a^ 

Suarter after twelve, the town was perfectly quiet. CoL 
Irereton, therefore, was right in his prediction. Colonidk^ 
Brereton, having informed the magistrates that the town^ 
was perfectly tranquil, said, he would leave a few soldiers 
to protect the Mansion-house, and, in case of necessity^' 
would be ready to attend and receive the orders of the: 
magistrates in the morning. The mayor, who was ac*i 
cused of negligence, remained up with two of the alders, 
men, the whole night, and it was agreed that the ma-J 
^strates should meet again in the morning. Sir Charles' 
Wetherell was sent away, and placards were printed to. 
be stuck up through the town in the morning, saying> 
that he was ^one. Major Mackworth, an officer of high : 
character and honour, happening to be in the neighbour- 
hood, attended at the Mansion-house, and volunteered 
his assistance, and, under his direction, the constables:-, 
were marshalled. One of the witnesses had told the Juryi 
that he was placed at the head of twenty-five of them, but *^ 
that it was not long before he found himself deserted b^> 
all but fiveof them. Was that the mayor's faults It wasi 
his duty to give the necessary orders for the preservafcicif ■ 
of the peace ; but, if he was deserted by his force, whal'j 
could he do ? Major Mackworth came early to the ManHJ 
sion-house, in the morning, and some soldiers, who hadi 
been left for its protection, having retired, the mob audti 
denly re-assembled, and renewed their attack with tsol 
niuch violence, that it was thought every one's lifewa&i 
in danger. The mayor was advised to escape, and ho; 
and Major Mackworth, with two other gentlemen, mlEidtu 
their escape through a window at the back of thehftJMS)T 
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and, by means of a ladder, passed over the roofs of the 
adjoining houses, being obliged to stoop down behind the 
parapets, to avoid being seen by the mob. After getting 
away, the mayor knocked at the doors of many houses, 
and called upon the inhabitants to join him, but not one 
did so. He went to Colonel Brereton, and came back 
with the troops himself. The Riot Act was then read by 
Alderman Hilhouse. He had stated that a handbill was 
stuck up, stating that Sir C. Wetherell had left the town 
the night before. That handbill was torn down by 
many persons as fast as it was put up. Notices were sent 
round, calling upon the citizens to assemble and aid the 
magistrates, and a paper was also circulated^ stating that 
the Riot Act had been read three times, and that all per- 
sons who continued to assemble were guilty of a capital 
felony. In addition to circulars which were sent to eveiy 
door, calling upon the citizens to assemble at the GuHa- 
hall; notices were also sent to the different churches, 
requesting the Clergymen to assemble their parishioners 
in the church, to form a civil force, in aid of the ma- 
gistrates. One churchwarden came .and said that he 
could muster seventy men, but that they required arms. 
He (Sir J. Scarlett) presumed that the charge against the 
mayor was, tliat he had not supplied them with fire-arms, 
but he said that the mayor would not have been justified 
in giving them; for how many of those seventy might 
not have gone with the arms in their hands and joined the 
mob? or, even if they did not join the mob, how could 
be be sure that they were so well disciplined, and so 
well skilled in the use of fire-arms, as not to shoot each 
other? or again, they might open their ranks, and the 
mob thus let in amongst them, might take their arms 
away. It was a dangerous thing to put arms into 
the hands of undisciplined persons, although he did 
jiet deny that on some occasions it might be necessary. 
If he saw Westminster Hall on fire, and Westminster 
Abbey being plundered, he did not say that he might not 
consider it expedient to turn one of the ^uns in the Park 
upon the persons so engaged, without waiting for a magis- 
trate's or<^rs, even though he spilled some patriotic blood 
by* it; but here the Jury found there were seventy persons 
from one parish, who would not go without fire-arms, and 
no inquiry had been made as to the effect of the magistrates' 
notices in the other parishes. Was it then part of the case 
c^i'the Attorney-General to impute crimes to the magis* 
tratoi^'Wfaom it ought to be the desire of every wise Govern- 
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i.i*'ri4 to pniti-tl, without any inquiry what had 
III till- oilii I )MiiiH)ii'H.' Nutwitli8taiiaingthegenenlqa< 
♦ i..'i«! will. Ii iiii.l Wen put to the witnesses, whether they 
liM.i r.M ■ . . II ,oiiM»l»-r«lilr iiuiubeni of the citizens coUect- 
,ui .,n.i , .Hiu- U«. UxMinU Ami torwartls, it did not appear 
*»•■ ■»•, ...i!- .». ill." nin>:iMi"n!i«»h«il pro*iuced a meeting of 
... • .'. ,. .v\,' ■vvv.»nv out K\\' iho whole population of 

t' . , ,,,„, I „,,; .^,1. 000 able-bodied men at the 

..\ 1 , ».%^^ «i «Mi.:lit> nii^n from every parish, 

. . .,... |>,.»iJ4si by iho I'hurchwaroens, had 

. . .; *i> > wt>uU iiavi* tbraiod a force soffi- 

..^, .....'it In iht* inountime Col. Breretoa 
'» .. * .1 i III* iwh lisht dragoons away. It 

.. .,11*11. U iliiit u niudum shot from ihem, tiie 

,. II ni<-\ xMTt* uttacked with missiles, had 

, A ... «ii.i il>«'\ "inul luvn obliged to retire to their 

... .1 iv.iiii.-uli* tlit'ui iit^iiiist the mob. In conse* 
.. . I. ..iii.tiiou wtiiih this produced, CoL BreretoQ 

»".' I .>; :. II. I ili4-iii out i»r tlie town. These transac- 

* I . .1 »«4i ilii- lUMh of Oitober last, and he woukl 

^ ^ ..• ..ti; t:>. .lii. ii^iou i«i (ho Jury to an article ia the 
■ \..;..,i»... J..; U. \ 1. « oi liu* iViober preceding; a iivorfc 
.'. . K...,. i.i;.i .. \ in.iii Mild hijrh talent, which was very 
«.'...•. !.-..;.> I. ...I ii,u\ ili*MT^od to b'.' so. as it was, unquea- 
c'i.u«..M> . .'ii.i.u !i^i x« ith considerable talent. The article 
U' \t :iu \\ \u- ikiludiHl \\as one professing to give an account 
v'( iW fluiv glorious days of July in Paris, and it con- 
U .i.d llioe Words: — 

•■ >.-\eral h'ssons have be(;n taught in the University of 
kS'.i>, wliicli >wll not soon l)e forgotten. The soldiers of 
».»shor counlrit's liave taken a degree there; it will bean 
h^Miour to iln'Mi, for it will make them remember they are 
k ui/.ens; it will be an advantage to them, for it will keep 
llu'ni from b»;ing exemplarily x)unished, and without any 
ih-la^, by their lellow-citizens. The lesson which all 
wruiies have learnt is lirst, that their duty is not to butcher 
their fellow -subjects at a tyrant's command, in order to 
Kuvt; a prieslrt favour, or a minister's place; next, that if, 
111 bn^acli of their duty, they leml themselves to such 
treiisonable jiltjlH of courtiers, they are rushing upon their 
own certain destruction; for a lesson has also been taught 
to tU(t i'iti/.fns of all great towns, that the soldiery cannot 
HUcceed in enslaving them by force of arms. A well- 
inliubiUul iilri*(>t is a fortress which no troops can take, if 
thu iuhabiUiuhi be true to themselves ; provided there be 
l^y^er atreuts ucur, requiring a like attack from the military. 
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Far be it from us to suspect the gallant soldiery of other 
countries of showing less patriotism, less humanity, than 
those of France lately displayed; but the example is en- 
couraging to the virtuous portion of the army." 

Now this work was, as he had said, read by every body, 
and what impression would such an article makei Col. 
Brereton, no doubt, thought the 14th light dragoons had 
learnt their lesson. It was plain that the 3d dragoon guards 
had learnt their lesson. They had taken their degree. 
How did he know what would be the result in the in- 
furiated state of the populace, and the apathetic state of the 
better classes 1 He thought that the citizens had taken 
their lesson, for he stated his opinion that the soldiers 
would be sacrificed every man if they returned. Whether 
he was right or wrong, this proved that in the opinion of 
a military man the strength of the mob was very great, 
and that it would require a strong force to put it down. 
The magistrates remonstrated against his sending the 
troops away, and urged that it would expose the town to 
certain plunder and conflagration. He said he would do 
it upon his own responsibility ; and .the magistrates th^ 
said that the responsibility must be wholly his, for they 
would not divide it with him. He had the power to send 
the troops away. He supposed his learned friend did not 
mean to say that the magistrates were bound to take hold 
of him and stop him. The magistrates, findi ng that the 200 
citizens who had assembled could do nothing effectual, 
recommended them to go home and collect all their friends 
that they could prevail upon, and come back at half-past 
three; but at half-past three, the number insteaa of 
being increased, had dwindled down to 150. Now let the 
Jury consider the destitute state of the magistrates, and 
how unnerved their arm was. Could they themselves sug- 
gest any means by which the magistrates could have com- 
pelled the inhabitants to come torward, laying aside all 
personal feeling and local prejudices, to save the town ? 
In die interval, while no active measures could be taken, 
the mayor, who had been up all night, was, with some dif- 
ficulty, prevailed upon to ^o to the White Lion Inn, which 
is just op][)osite the Council-house, to take some repose; 
but, between one and two o'clock, when an alarm was 
given that the Bridewell was in danger, a Mr. Burgess 
went to the Mayor, and found him shaving, and it did not 
appear that he had taken any rest. The mayor then went 
ttniight to the Guildhall. Col. Brereton was there, and 
Slid, tbftt the horses were so tired that they could not 
No. 8. I 
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raise one heel after another. An offer was made to procure 
forty horses immediately from the liverj' stables ; but his 
answer was, that unless the horses were trained, the troops 
could not use them; and when asked, if he would suffer 
them to go dismounted, he said " No; who ever heard of 
cavalry being dismounted?" While this consultation was 
eoing on, the Bridewell was forced. Mr. Roberts had told 
the jury that the rioters went in compact order, and as if 
they had a leader. The next object of attack was the gaol, 
and he would'prove that two magistrates went to CoLBrere- 
ton, and insisted upon his coming at his peril. They at- 
tempted to i)enetrate the multitudfe, but could not. They 
were attacked with missiles, and one of them was severely 
wounded. At this moment they had the mortification of 
seeing the troops coming over the bridge, and hearing the 
mob hail the 3d dragoons, who had taken their degree in 
the University of Paris. They waved their gloves, and 
shouted in concert with the mob, " The King and Re- 
form !" In the midst of all these doings, who assisted the 
magistrates ! What parish, what quaker, what priest, with 
his followers, with staves on their shoulders? These cala- 
mitous events took place in almost as short a time as that 
in which he had spoken. Wherever the magistrates heard 
that troops were stationed, they sent off for themi and a 
considerable sum of money was paid that day, at the Post- 
office, for those expresses. Some further deliberation took 
place, and the mayor, and about twenty-five others, set 
out for the bishop's place, which was next threatened. The 
party, however, had decreased to about fifteen, when they 
reacned the palace. It was then dark, and Alderman Camp- 
lin, the brother-in-law of Dr. Grey, the bishop of Bris- 
tol, got lights. Some of the mob were taken ; and at this 
stage he should prove some extraordinary facts. Ho would 
prove, that when the bishop's servant nad taken a man,' 
who had plundered the palace, one of the soldiers made 
him let him go. He would prove, also, that the servant 
seized a man, who had some of the Bishop's plate. One 
of the soldiers desired him to let him go ; and when h^ 
said, " Why, he has got some of my master's plate;" the 
soldier answered, " I don't care whose it is; if you d6rft 
let him go, I will cut you down." These were the 3d dra^ 
goons, who had taken their degrees in the University of 
Paris. He would' prove that those who went to quMl the' 
riots were as much afraid of the dragoons as the mob. Th^ 
mayor, when he arrived at the palace, could not get iri 
withotit passing through the soldiers and the mob, wbdjfih 
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there was no necessity for his doing ; and he went to Cdl. 
Breretou's office, which was adjoining, and the window of 
which, in feet, looked into the yard of the palace, where 
the soldiers and the mob were. In a few moments a shout 
was heard, and it was found that the mob were coming in 
increased force, and that the military had deserted their 
prisoners and the palace, and left the mob to do as they 
pleased. It then became necessary for the eight or ten 
who were with the mayor, to run for their lives. One of 
them received a violent contusion, and had some of bis 
teeth forced out. The mayor made his escaf^ to the Coun- 
cil-house ; and Mr. Sergeant Ludlow, who had accompa- 
nied him to the palace, did not know what had become of 
him. The mayor had had neither sleep nor food since Sa- 
turday morning. He went to take shelter in Mr.Grainger^s 
house, but that gentleman refused to harbour him, saying, 
that Mrs. Grainger was so much alarmed at the mob, that 
she would quit the house the moment he entered it. He 
ultimately stationed himself at the house of Mr. Daniel 
Fripp, and thence held communications in various direc- 
tions. In the meantime,-, most of those persons who were 
called out in support of the civil power, became disgusted 
at the conduct of the military. Mr. Sergeant Ludlow saw 
two constables throw down their staves upon the ground, 
and refuse to act, exclaiming, " This is the second time 
we have been deserted by the military, and we will not 
bear it any longer." The learned gentleman then read a 
letter, addressed by the mayor to Col. Brereton, telling 
him that, in the event of his being wanted, he was to be 
found at the house of Mr. Daniel Fripp. It was quite evi- 
dent, that Col. Brereton was apprised that Capt. Codring- 
ton's troop of yeomanry cavalry was coming into the city ; 
for, on application being made to Fisher, the keeper of 
the livery stables, where the horses of the 14ith light dra- 
goons had previously been, that person said, in reference 
to affording accommodation on the present occasion, "I 
am not sure that I can have a stall for every horse, but I 
am quite sure that I can have a stall for every two." The 
jury would perceive, that Capt. Codrington was not to act 
under the orders of the mayor, but of Colonel Brereton, 
his senior officer in command. The mayor sent another 
ktter to Col. Brereton, at three o'clock in the morning, 
calling upon him to take the most prompt and efficient 
measures for suppressing the riot. Mr. Daniel Fripp's in- 
junction, forbidding any person to tell where the mayor 
was, originated not with the mayor, but with Mr. Fripp. 
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On Monday tttorning the tnob were so tthwsh exhausted, 
from the work of plunder and devastation, as to be uttferly 
incapable of continuing their excesses. At six o'clbck. 
Major Mackworth charged upon them with the military. 
Col. Brereton was at first unwilling to charge; but Majdr 
Mackworth, taking the refiponsibiliPyr upon himself, said fe 
the troops, " I command you to charge; Col. Breireton 
will not object." They did so accordingly, and the streleffe 
were cleared. His learned friend, the Attorney-General, had 
adverted to the prosecution instituted against Alderman 
- Kennett, who Was lord mayor of London in 1780,when the 
riots took place. He was tried in 1781, and found ffuiltv; 
but he was not brought up for judgment, for he dieid iritoe 
course of the year following. In that case, it was cleitflV 
proved, that the lord mayor was guilty of the greatest d^ 
linquency, for he refusea to read the riot act, whenrepejai- 
edly called upon to do so. His answer was, that the peoj)Ie 
attacked only those whom they believed to be theit ene- 
mies, and they would desist when they had put tlieth 
down. In consequence of his continued refusal to i^jtti 
the riot act, and take prompt measures for dispersing the 
mob, Lord Beauchamp threatened to impeach him oeforie 
parliament. There was no analogy whatever between thtit 
case and the present. In the former, there was a specific 
case of delinquency proved and established; but in tlie 
present case, there was nothing more than a vague aiid 
general charge of neglect of duty ; and the events to which 
it referred, occupied a space of forty-eight hours, while lio 
two witnesses for the prosecution were able to agree as to 
the nature of them. Surely, there never yet was a net 
made to catch innocence, if this was not one. It could rtbt 
be said, that the magistrates of Bristol ministered to the 
passions of the people. They did not call upon the bishdpe 
to " put their house in order." They did not refuse to pay 
taxes, unless a certain favourite measure was carried, ffe 
called upon the jury not to make, by their verdict, the 
magistrates responsible for all that excitement which Vtts 
created by the public press, and the ini^lammatory spee<ihte 
of individuals. The magistrates had done their duty 1b 
their townsmen, to themselves, and to the public at Wg^. 
'They were, however, sacrificed to a feeling that prevaill^, 
• that it was high time to put down corporation influ^J 
He doubted not, that he should be able to support, 
^evidence, to-morrow morning, a much stronger casfe tfc^" 
'that which he had now stated. -a »dt 
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Fifth Day, Tuesday, October 30. . ♦ 

Mr, W, O. Hare, examined by Mr. Campbell — Waia 
Under-SherifFof the city of Bristol, and had been so for 
thirteen years, and practised as an attorney in partnership 
with Mr. Little. There were two Sheriffs, and one Under- 
Shcrifi^, acting for both. On the 17th October, 1831, the 
Quarter Sessions for the city were held, and the magis- 
trates were assembled. On that occasion there was a dis- 
cussion as to what should be done when Sir C. Wetherell 
came as Recorder to hold a gaol delivery, a disturbance 
being apprehended. It was there resolved that witness 
should come to London to wait on the Recorder, and on 
Lord Melbourne, the Secretary of State. He was accom* 
panied by Mr. Burgess, the city solicitor, and Alderman 
Fripp jomed them in London on the following morning. 
Thev saw Sir Charles Wetherell and consulted with him 
on tne expediency and propriety of holding the gaol de- 
livery. The Recorder said it was absolutely necessary to 
hold the assizes. Alderman Fripp, Mr. Burgess, and 
witness saw Lord Melbourne on the same day, and he ex- 
pres<!ed the same opinion, that it was absolutely necessary 
to hold the assizes. His Lordship said, that a contrary 
course would be an improper succumbing to the public 
feeling, and he treated it as a question that admitted of no 
doubt. Witness described to his Lordship the state of 
public feeling in Bristol, and the apprehension entertained 
by the magistrates. The following day they had another 
interview with Lord Melbourne, when Sir Charles We- 
therell attended also, at Mr. Fripp's request. Witness 
then also stated the nature of the magistrates' apprehen- 
sions. Lord Melbourne promised the assistance of troops, 
and when witness asked what number, his Lordship ap- 
peared surprised at the question. Witness assigned his 
reason, that he feared the nature of a mob in Bristol was 
Il9t understood. Lord Melbourne said the troops should 
bf9 sent, but he wished that they should not be used but 
ia.the last extremity, and that they should not be taken 
into the town, in order that it should not appear that the 
people were under military control ; he also said that the 
^sual mode of receiving the Recorder should not be de- 
parted from. On returning to Bristol, the magistrates 
directed witness to report what force was sufficient, and 
.^e reported that about 300 constables would be sufficient. 

Sir other occasions, particularly at contested elections, 
ere had been riots and breaking the Mansion-house, suoh 
as was done on the Saturday night ; he therefore thought 
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800 constables were sufficient It had always been found 
that a comparatively few number of constables acted with 
greatest effect; they had at one time 700, but they reduced 
the number gradually to 300. Witness applied to the 
chief constable of each ward to raise that force, and he 
pointed out what steps should be taken to unite them ; 
his endeavours were however ineffectual ; the ward of Trin- 
ity alone furnished the number for that ward ; the whole 
number raised was not more than 200. The magistrates 
then desired kirn to hire as many constables as would make 
• up the number wanted. That was done, and witness af- 
terwards paid for 119 constables. On the Saturday morn- 
ing the constables assembled ; every exertion was made for 
their organization. They assembled about eight o'clock, 
in the Exchange; saw the mayor that morning about a 
quarter before eight, and reported to him that every thing 
was ready. The mayor went to the Exchange and saw 
the constables, and addressed them upon the duty they 
had to perform. They then proceeded to receive the Re- 
corder. The distance was shortened; they usually went 
about two miles and a half on the road to meet him, and 
that was shortened. They also went at an earlier hour than 
usual, to anticipate the congregating of the people, and it 
certainly had that effect. They went to meet him at ten 
o'clock, and about eleven the procession returned to the 
Guildhall. When they started, there was but a «inall 
crowd, but on returning it increased very much. Very 
violent and exciting language was used, particularly by 
women. A great pressure was made on the constables, 
many of whom were much hurt, but no actual violence 
took place until they got to the bridge, about 500 yards 
from the Guildhall. They met Sir Charles at Totteraown, 
which was two miles nearer than the usual place. Between 
the bridge and the Guildhall, a constable was wouuded, 
and blood streamed from his head. Stones were flying in 
all directions. The popular vengeance seemed particularly 
excited against the hired constables, and there were cries 
of " You have sold your country, and we will pay you for 
k." At the door of the Guildhall the Recorder paused, 
as if he wished to say something. Witness was standing 
by hiH), when a number of stones was thrown, one 9f 
which struck witness. On holding the Assizes, it was usual 
to read the charter at the Guildhall ; that was done on this 
occasion, but there was an universal yelling and shouiiog ; 
ithiMi ^e» repreaied, and the reading of the charter pod- 
•aoecUd. l^ReoocdecwaSvtheaocaidactedtOjtheMajMMMt- 
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house in the mayor's carriage, attended by the mayor and 
sword-bearer. The other aldermen also went there. On 
their road, the mob became more violent,^ as far as pressure 
was concerned ; the constables had strict orders to use no 
violence without witness's orders, and on no account to 
break their ranks. At the Mansion-house the magistrates 
were assembled ; that was about twelve o'clock. Immedi- 
ately Sir Charles Wetherell got in, stones were thrown, 
and the mob were partially dispersed. There was a com- 
parative quiet until half-past two or three o'clock, and the 
magistrates consequently thought that it would be proper 
to take Sir Charles to church the following morning, as 
usual. But as fast as the mob were dispersed, they repeat- 
edly returned. About, three o'clock they increased in vio- 
lence, and the constables of the Mansion-house reported 
to witness that their situation was perilous. Witness had 
previously been ordered to prepare quarters for the troops 
instead of allowing them to return to their quarters at 
Keynsham. Witness provided a station for them at Fisher's 
ana Lee's. The two troops of the ]4th dragoons had been 
concealed in the cattle -market, and the 3rd dragoons in the 
gaol, so as to keep them out of sight, as Lord Melbourne 
had wished. On the Thursdav preceding, witness had rode 
over the ground with Colonel Brereton, Captain Warring- 
ton, and Captain Gage, for the purpose of making arrange- 
ments how the troops were to act A doubt had been raised 
as to the right of the sheriff to interfere with the troops, 
and witness wished to have that point cleared up. On the 
Saturday afternoon witness requested Colonel Brereton to 
remove his troops to the c^uarters provided for them, and at 
half-past three o'clock witness left Colonel Brereton, who, 
he understood, was going to send for the troops. Witness 
returned to the Mansion-house. The mob increased ^eatly 
in Queen-square at three o'clock and afterwards ; the riot 
act was read, but witness was not present when it was first 
Tead. The chief constable pressed very much for the em- 
ployment of the military. Witness mentioned that to the 
•magistrates, and the town-clerk also wished them sent for. 
Sir C. Wetherell went to the window, and said there was 
fio excuse for the employment of the military. Mr. Bur- 
gess, the city solicitor, was of the same opinion. Witness 
admitted there was not then any ground for calling in the 
military, but he knew there would be. There was a 
. strong feeling of public opinion in the citv respecting the 
iMbrm Bill, and as Sir Charles Wetherell had said Siere 
w«EMi^4re-action) it seeaed determined to ahow that there 
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was no re-action. That was indeed the answer the witntMs 
got when he applied for assistance ; the constables of the ■'' 
ward of St Mary Redcliff, in particular, through the } 
chief constable, said, if they were called on, they would ^^"^ 
do their duty, and protect Sir Charles Wetherell, but oii ^ 
no account whatever would they ask a single person to 
put himself in such a situation to protect such a man. 
There was a strong indisposition, from political feeling, '' 
to assist the magistrates. Before the mayor addressed^e' ' 
crowd there was great violence, outcries against Sir C - 
Wetherell, and stones had been thrown at the Mansion- '- 
house ; several persons had been taken for throwing atonies ^ 
and sent down to Bridewell, but the constables were at- • ■ 
tacked, and the prisoners rescued ; a body of constables! ■ ' 
who had been sent for refreshments, were attacked and ill 
used. The mayor came out, stood on a chair, and ad^"-' 
dressed the mob, requesting them to disperse, or he should 
be obliged to read the Riot Act and to disperse th^in. ' 
They heard him for a minute or two, and then sent a " 
volley of stones at the mayor and his party, before he - 
finished his address. He, however, continued to address 
them, and displayed no want of courage through the^^ 
whole proceeding; witness never saw the slightest shrink'* - 
ing or apprehension in the mayor's mind ; the only in- ' 
stance of hesitation that he saw, was when Captain Gage ^ 
suggested the necessity of firing on the people in a parti- " 
cukr direction, and then he appeared for some seconds 
in a sort of struggle with his feelings, and at last said,- 
** They must be fired upon if they won't disperse." That 
was late in the evening. Witness was sent for the military 
and went to head-quarters, at College-green — ^that was 
about five o'clock. He was referred to Captain Francis's, 
across the Green, and there they found the Colonel. 
Witness delivered him a note with the countersign, and 
stated the purpose for which he had come. The Colonel" 
gave orders for the military to assemble. Witness havinjg^-* 
seen the Colonel on horseback, returned to the Mansion-* 
house. He found the mob attacking the building, aiid 
then returned to hasten the troops, whom he accompanied; 
to the Mansion-house. Colonel Brereton was with them*) 
Qroing up stairs witness met Aldermen Fripp, Gfeotgttj! 
and Hilhouse. Very shortly atlerwards witness saw wi6 
mayor, and was informed that Sir Charles Wetherell hlftd 
made his escape. Saw Colonel Brereton in the Mansion^ 
house. In witness's judgment it was necessary for Sir 
Charles to leave Bristol at that time, for- it'was uttortj* 
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impossible to have held the Assizes, such was the excited 
state of the public mind. When witness had left the ma- 
gistrates to go to Colonel Brereton, he left 100 constables 
there, whose courage he could rely on, and when he re- 
turned, the attack had been made on the Mansion-house, 
with great violence, and many of the constables were hurt. 
The attack was with stones. Mr. Burgess and witness 
were sent by the magistrates to Sir Charles Wetherell, to 
recommend him to leave the city. He found Sir Charles 
at Captain Gardner's, on St. Michaers-hill, and delivered 
the message ; the crowd was composed of all classes ; the 
actual agents were the lowest persons, and the better 
dressed persons did not attempt to restrain them. On 
returning to the Mansion-house, he met the constables 
coming down stairs, who had been organized bv Major 
Mack worth. That night one of the dragoons was brought 
in- wounded; then Captain Gage asked for leave to fire, 
and the mayor assented to it Col. Brereton afterwards 
came and said it was unnecessary to fire, for the mob were 
good-humoured, and that he had not any doubt he could 
walk them down. Mr. Sereeant Ludlow pointing to the 
wounded soldier, asked if that was evidence of good 
humour. At last, on the Saturday night, all was quiet. 
Witness went home about one o'clock, it being arranged 
that he should relieve Mr. Burgess early in the morning. 
Mr. Burgess was to remain with the mayor and magis- 
trates all night. Witness lived on the confines of the 
city, and on going home the streets were quiet. Between 
uiaL and seven in the morning, he returned to the Mansion- 
house. When he got to the Mansion-house, there was a 
eicquet of the 14th dragoons, sitting in front of it, and 
ut few people assemblea. He remained at the Mansion- 
house an hour and a half, or two hours ; he found the 
i^ayor in the drawing-room, and it appeared he had been 
Sfttiug up all night; there were no beds there, except 
th^ bed in the Hecorder's room, which had been taken 
dpwn. While he was there, a considerable body of people 
again attacked the house; the mayor ordered witness to 
gM^.his constables together, and bring them down to him; 
l|f^; wrote summonses to the chief constables, and called 
h^fuself upon several of them. He returned to the 
]{{i^sion-house in about three-quarters of an hour or an 
YtOvaTj and he then found the mayor had been obliged to 
fljit He sent the summonses at twenty minutes past nine 
ilVilock. Having found the mayor had left the Mansion- 
llQ^se, he yfi^ni to the Guildhall, where he found the 
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mayor and several magistrates; not more than sixty or 
seventy constables assembled in consequence of the^sum- 
monses. The next step taken to procure the attendance of 
the citizens, was by notices sent out, but not by witness. 
Sending notices to all the places of worship was a judi- 
cious measure, and no measure was more likely to collect 
a civil force. The magistrates sent fitness and others to 
tiie gunsmiths, and witness arranged with them for the 
concealment and removal of the guns in their possession, 
separating the locks from the guns. That was about 
twelve or one o'clock on the Sunday. Mr. Fisher's, Mr. 
Gillett's, and several other's guns were carried away. 
Directions and cautions were given to all the gunsmitlis. 
Witness was present at the Guildhall in the afternoon. 
The number of constables who then attended, he believed, 
were not 200. Witness was not aware what could have 
been done to assemble a greater force at that time. There 
was some talk of the military, and a very strong protest 
against leaving the citizens to be murdered, unless they 
were support^ by the military. The 14th had then been 
sent out of the city. There was no efficient civil foiice 
that would consent to act under the magistrates without 
the assistance of the military. Did not know of any of 
the citizens who would act witiiout the military. Was 
present at the discussion between the magistrates and 
Colonel Brereton, about sending out the military. It was 
at eleven o'clock, at the Guildhall. The Colonel applied 
for permission to remove the 14th $ he said the^ had the 
misfortune to kill a man on the preceding evening, and 
had again fired on the people that morning. That the 
people were exasperated against them, and that the only 
chance of preserving the peace of the citizens was their re- 
moval. A long discussion took place ; Colonel Brereton 
urged a variety of reasons for their removal, saying they 
were incapable of acting. The magistrates refused to 
sanction their removal, and protested against it Witness : 
said to Colonel Brereton that all the reasons he had staled 
were military ones, and he could not expect the magis- 
trates to take the highest responsibility in permitting the 
measure. Measures were then taken to divide, the city 
into portions, with deputations for Under Sheriff in CAcb, 
upwards of thirty in number. Witness finished the work 
about eleven o'clock ; the consideration of the means of. 
doing it commenced immediately after the breaking up of 
the meeting in the Guildhall. Witness waa assisted in 
this work by l^r^Tauntonthe barrister, and two other legal 



95 

ffcntlemeiL The Under SheriffB were to apply at every 
house, and send the inhabitants to the churches of the 
purifh. Witness had never heard of such proceedings 
takiBff place before in Bristol. Nothing but mischief 
wonld have resulted if these measures had been put in 
ibrce tiiat night. On Monday morning the Under ^eriffit 
were appointed, they collected the people, and a force was 
organi2ed in the different parishes about ten o'clock. It 
was impossible for the force to be got together earlier from 
tiieir determination not to come. There was a decided 
alteration in the disposition of the people on Monday, who 
would not even attend then, until witness had assured them 
the military had arrived and were in action. About seven 
or eight o'clock witness had arranged for the junction of 
the Political Union on the side of the magistrates, private 
property being then not only damaged but actually 
destroyed. Till the Monday morning, in the judgment of 
the witness, the magistrate had no means of suppressing 
the riots, and could not command any. Did not know 
what more the mayor could have done to preserve the 
peace of the city. Witnesa was at the gaol shortly 
atler the magistrates had been beat back. Witness was 
stopped by a firiend, who told him his partner had been 
murdered, and he would be too if he went further. Wit- 
ness was at this time on the island, and many thousand 
persons were assembled. The mob were then at work 
with hammers. In the judgment of witness, the magis- 
trates had no means of saving the gaol from the mob. 
There were fifteen or sixteen persons in the gaol charged 
Mrith capital offences. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney -General. — Understood 
Lord Melbourne to wish there should be as little display 
of the military in Bristol, as possible. The hired consta- 
bled, witness should think, were not known to the mob, 
although they were called bludgeon-men. Bludgeon-men 
ft#e hired at elections in Bristol, to keep the peace. It was 
I'^itiiess's misfortune, before he became Under-Sheriff, to 
be on the unpopular side of the question. Mr. Pinney 
was a popular man, and took the chair at a meeting to ce- 
lebrate the three glorious days of Paris. Witness, pre- 
vi'6u8 to the entry of Sir Charles, had seen the new Act 
of Parliament with respect to special constables. Could 
vM. recollect whether he saw it first at the Home-oflBce, but 
tlK)ught it probable he had. Knew of his own knowledge 
of guns having^ been removed as he had mentioned. Saw 
M&FisheHs^ns en the Sunday, being remcrred, and also 
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heard that the same had been done with Mr. Gillett*8. The 
Political Union had not offered their services to witness on 
the Sunday. Did not see Mr. Herapath till Monday, when 
he expressed his regret that he had not seen witness on the 
night of Sunday, Had paid, through the hands of Mr. 
Herapath and the committee, upwards of £75 for the seri^ 
vices of the members of the Political Union for three da3r8, 
at the rate of 3s. 6d. per day each man. Mr. Herkpath wot 
appointed Under-SherifF. 

lie -examined by Sir James Scarlett — Paid the regular 
constables about 4s. per day. Witness's first distinct re* 
collection of having seen the Constabulary Act was in the 
parlour of the Mansion-house ; but he thought he had seen 
it some days before that time. Came to town to see Lord 
Melbourne and Sir Charles on the 19th of October. 

Daniel Burgess ^ examined by Mr. FoUett. — Was one of 
the city solicitors of Bristol, and also held the office of 
clerk to the mayor, in which capacity it was his duty to 
attend the mayor whenever he required his assistance.-— 
Accompanied the last witness to London, and was present 
at the interview with Lord Melbourne, but had no recol- 
lection of seeing there the Constabulary Act. 

By Mr. Justice Taunton. — Had no recollection when the 
Act first came to the hands of the magistrates of Bristol. 

By Mr. FoUett. — On witness's return to Bristol, there 
were several meetings of the magistrates to consider of the 
propriety of augmenting the civil force. Witness was pre- 
sent when the directions were given to Mr. Hare, to raise 
300 constables, and also when he stated that he could not 

Erocure a sufficient quantity, and was ordered to hire men, 
>id not go to meet oir Charles Wetherell, but accompa- 
nied the mayor to the Guildhall on that day, to meet him 
there. Witness also went with them to the Exchange, to 
see the constables, where the mayor addressed them, and 
stated that he trusted they would do their duty. Witness 
afterwards went to the Mansion-house, where he remained 
till the military arrived. Was there during the attack that 
was made at the Mansion-house, before the ^arrival of the 
military. The attack was most furious. Witness had an ex- 
cellent opportunity of viewing it, being on the stair-case. 
Saw straw took into the Mansion-house. Stood near to the 
mayor when he read the riot act, which took place after 
the mayor addressed the mob. While the mayor was read- 
ing the riot act a stone cut a hole throu^^h witness's hat, 
which very much hurt his head, and a brickbat struck his 
side so severely as nearly to deprive him of breath. The 
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mayor shewed no terror or alarm, but acted with the gpreat- 
est fortitude. After the military arrived, all became quiet 
fi>r some time. Between twelve and one o'clock, the neigh- 
bourhood of the Mansion-house was perfectly quiet. An 
arrangement was made for Messrs. Aldermen George and 
Goldney to remain with the mayor the whole night, at the 
Mansion-house, with an understanding that all the magis- 
trates were to meet early the next morning at the Guild- 
hall, the Mansion-house not being in a fit state to receive 
them. About six o'clock in the morning, witness and Mr. 
Alderman Goldney left the Mansion-house and returned 
to Clifton, all being then in perfect quiet. Had not then 
taken the slightest refreshment, The mayor was in the 
drawing-room the whole of the night. Was at the Man- 
sion-house when Colonel Brereton arrived ; saw him first 
in the drawing-room, the mayor being present. The next 
day witness was sent for by the mayor, who stated that he 
required his immediate attendance at the Guildhall. The 
only person witness and Mr. Alderman Goldney met on 
their way to Bristol, was Mr. Alderman A. Hilhouse. Saw 
the mayor in company with other magistrates the next 
morning. The mayor was in his court dress stilL Measures 
were immediately taken for summoniqg the people toge- 
ther, and circulars were sent round for that purpose to all 
the churches. Bristol contained nineteen parishes* but all 
of them had not churches. A placard was also issued, 
announcing the departure of Sir Charles Wetherell from 
Bristol. Another bill was also issued by the mayor, stating 
** The riot act has been read three times. All persons tu- 
multuously assembling are guilty of a capital felony."^ 
Witness remained at the Guildhall to see the effect of the 
summonses that had been issued, but not more than 100, 
or 150 ))er8ons at most, assembled on that day, at any one 
time. Witness was present at the time some of the citizens 
expressed their unwillingness to act without the aid of the 
uilitary. Letters were sent to such places as it was thought 
could increase the strength of the military. Witness in the 
course of the day requested the mayor, in consequence of 
his having been up the whole night, and having taken no 
refreshment, to obtain a little repose, if he could. The 
qaayor would not admit that he was at all exhausted, but 
he appeared to witness to be so. Mr. Alderman Daniel 
shfited that he thought witness's suggestion a very proper 
one* and advised the mayor to adopt it, The mayor seemed 
i^luctant, when witness said it was no use losing time 
q|M>ut it, aa he. would go to the White Liouaad get a bed 
No. 9. K 
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for him. The itaByor st kst eoiiDeiited to 'go, and I^Htii^ite 
remained at the Guildhall. In about an hour and a halfj a 
report having been circulated that it was intended to attack 
Bridewell, witness went to the White Lion to fetch lite 
mayor, whom he found with his coat fcthd neckerchief^lf 
The mayor expressed his readiness to go, and folkywt^ 
witness to the Guildhall. Another meeting was then hekl. 
Two of the magistrates went towards the gaol, and witfieift 
remained with the mayor. Witness afterwards went wtth 
the mayor to Colonel orereton, in consequence of Ald^i^ 
men Daniel and Fripp having gone there, a report having 
i>een circulated that the mob intended to attack the «hij^ 
ping and the banks. Saw Colonel Brereton, who was ni^ 
there when witness arrived. Mr. Alderman Fripp ditew^tra 
a letter to the Secretary of State, which witness took to 
the post, and afterwards returned to the Colonel's, WbeM 
something occurred which induced the mayor to say h^ 
would rehim to the Council-house. The mayor remain^ 
at Colonel Brereton's an hour, during which nothing vneih 
said by him about the means of escape, nothing existh ' 
at that time to cause any alarm. A report that the shippii 
was on fire was brought in, but the mayor shewed no ' 
whatever. Went with the mayor to the Council-house^ 
Where there was a report brought that the mob were aboitt 
to attack the Bishop's Palace. Witness went with the mayor, 
Mr. Aid. Savage, and about twenty -five others to the Palace. 
Saw a gentiemen whom he knew, and begged him to «ic^ 
company them, when he replied, "You know 1 have valu- 
able property of my own, and must stand at my own ware- 
house door." The numbers fell off very much before 
they arrived at the Palace, which they could not get widiih 
fifty yards of. Did not remember Mr. Bulwer going there^ 
but it was stated, "You cannot go to the Palace, Umb 
soldiers are surrounding it." Witness then went to GbL 
Brereton's room, where two of <he sergeants came iii\ 
stating, " They are caught; they are caught, like a rai6i% 
a trap;" following that up by saying, "Come in here**^ 
"Iliey were taken into a back-room, from which they^ da^ 
tinctly saw the troops surrounding the doors of th^ 
Palace, Could not tell whether the mayor was in tMe 
room. In a c^ort time a report came that the siddienrbAd 
left the Palace, and the constables had dispersed, audleft 
the mob; shortly afterwards somebody came and sidd akrge 
body of the moD was coming towards the Palace. Witness 
went towards ^e Green, and a man ran by, waving^A 
codgel, aiod <«sclaimtng, **• > » ■ the Bisnppa, ddm 
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with the Bishops.'* Witness heard a violent eheerinr, a$ 
from a large crowd. As the mob was coming towards Col* 
Brereton's office, witness felt alarmed, and went into the 
office to tell the others to escape. Witness went away 
Ifitik Sergeant Ludlow. How the mayor escaped, he 
could not tell ; he thought all their lives were in danger 
Irv remaining there. There were no military or consta- 
mes to protect them. Shortly after, the mob broke into tha 
jralaoe and set it on fire. Sergeant Ludlow and witness, at 
the bottom of Park-street, met two or three men who were 
very indignant at the conduct they had met with as con- 
sables, at the Palace. They said they had been 
d^erted by the military, and as it was the second 
time their lives had been endangered, they would give 
it up. Sergeant Ludlow said, as the prisoners had £sen 
liberated, and as he had sentenced them, he thought that 
the mob would direct their vengeance against his house 
9t Clifton, and he requested witness to go there and arrange 
fpr the safety of his (the Sergeant's) &mily . He did sa On 
hiS return from Clifton he went to Mr. Fripp's, where he 
&und the mayor. The Doddington troop of yeomanry 
fmving arrived, witness and Sergeant Ludlow went to Col. 
Brer^n's office, but could not find the ColoneL A man 
at the office door refused them admittance, and appeared 
to be intoxicated. The man said the Colonel was not there. 
Witness went back to Mr. Fripp's to the mavor, and re- 

gorted his attempt to find CoL Brereton. Witness had 
card that an officer had called on the mayor for orders 
for the Doddington troop, and it was suggested that the 
mayor should write an onler to Col. Brereton respecting 
ikht troop. The mayor in that letter authorized the Colon^ 
to take what steps he thought proper to restore the peace, 
«nd to consider that order to apply to the troops then ia 
Bristol, and to any that might af^wards arrive; and that 
the Biot Act had been read three times. On witness's 
jproposition, the mayor stated in the letter that he was to 
be found at Mr. Fripp's, No. 30, Berkeley-square, in case 
the Colonel required the presence of a magistrate. Mr. 
Brice, witness's partner, was requested to tsuLe the letter. 
The mayor also signed billets for the Doddington troop. 
Witness then went home. At half-past six in the morning 
he went to the Council-house, and saw the mayor, who 
appeared to have been up all night Almost all the maeisr 
trates were tfa^e. He saw Major Beckwith there, but 
could not recollect anything thit occurred between hiin^ 

Add <3ie magistmte. During the whol^ o( Satvrd^yj Sttu^byt 



100 

and Monday motning, the mayor did not show anything 
like personal tear, it was impossible for any man to conr. 
duct himself with more firmness and propriety than t]bie. 
mayor did. . . ^ 

Cross-examined by the Attorney-General — ^Witness wa^ 
perfectly collected during the wnoie time; was twice iid^ 
the course of the evening at Col. Brereton's office; could 
not say that Col. Brereton arrived in the office at six o'clock, 
while the mayor and magistrates were there; did not hear 
the mayor say, or intimate, that he did not require th^ 
presence of Col. Brereton, or indeed to wish it to V<e 
known that he or the magistrates were there; nor di^ 
witness hear the mayor say that he considered Cpj^ 
Brereton's office a place of safety ; saw a sentinel at tj^j 
office-door, but did not hear the mayor request a sentini^ 
to be placed there to give timely notice of the approach 
of the mob. When at the office he did not hear any thipi 
about getting an old coat and trousers, and he saw nothinilp 
of the sort come there. Heard Mr. Osborne's name men;-! 
tioned, but it was hot said that a sergeant should go ther^ 
for the coat and trousers. A messenger was sent to. Mr, 
Osborne. Witness had no intimacy with Mr. Pinney. 
until he became mayor, but had known his person fpff 
many years ; did not recollect whether he had ever seen 
Mr.Finney'on horseback. Never saw him riding a tall hoir^Q^ 

By Sir J. Scarlett^There were only eight or ten pef- 
Bons in Col. Brereton's office; but they could not hav^ 
been marshalled to suppress such a mob. ]' 

Mr. Sergeant Ludlow : was clerk to the Corporation of 
Bristol ; had been so for eighteen or twenty years ; the 
town-clerk must be a barrister; it has been usual for him 
1o act as assessor to the mayor at the Sessions — in thai 
character passes sentence on the prisoners on behalf of .th^ 
mayor; was at the Mansion-house on the 29th, when Sjr 
Charles Wetherell arrived; had been at the Guildh^ 
before ; there was one period of the day when the riotex^ 
became more exasperated than they had previously beeiif 
recollects when the constables had taken some of the mob 
prisoners ; in his opinion they could not have been con- 
ducted safely to gaol, not without a considerable strugg^ 
and an attempt to rescue ; this took place whenever a cpx^- 
atable endeavoured to take any prisoners; thought tfeei^e 
was no attempt on the part of the crowd assemol^d ^i^d 
looking on to resist the, mob; thought that if the irooi^ 
iirere then sent for to carry the prisoners, t^ey i^ig'h|^^pp 
exhibited to the mob with effect wiUiout their acting; 
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was in the Mansion-house the whole time; heard the 

mayor's letter to Lord Melbourne; wrote or dietated 

that letter, and believes every word of it is true except 

the hour of eleven, which ought to be one. Aftsr Col. 

Brereton arrived with the troops a conversation took place 

respecting the mode of using them ; witness had come to 

die Mansion-house before the troops arrived, to make 

arrangements as to calling them ont ; those arrangements 

were made; when the troops arrived, the Mansion-house 

Was in a state of siege, or rather of assault; it was violently 

attacked, and witness saw some of the missiles fall in the hall; 

W'hen witness first saw Col. Brereton he was in the drawing*- 

room; they had been there before, but the stones came m 

very fast and witness went to the room above it, where he was 

oiMof the range of the stones ; witness was there when the 

tr6ops arrived, and went down immediately ; recollects Col. 

Brereton being told that he should clear the streets, and 

disperse the mob ; Colonel Brereton had gone into the 

^uare, and said he should be able to get the mob to dis* 

perse by merely riding the troops about The magis- 

tifates wished to have ab much force used as was necessary 

to effect the object of dispersing the mob, but they cer-» 

ttkinly desired no more ; witness should think that Colonel 

Brereton said what he has stated twenty times in the course 

(ff the evening ; on one occasion two soldiers of the 14th 

were brought in, one of them severely wounded and 

bleeding, and a constable was brought in wounded ; witness 

sJEud on that occasion to Col. Brereton, ^^ Do you think that 

^hese are symptoms of good humour on the part of the 

ihob I I am afraid it will be necessary to use a greater 

degree of force." Didn't recollect the terms of his answer, 

but rejoined, " I must beg the favour of knowing if you 

have any order from the Secretary of State, or from the 

l^rse-uuards, not to obey the orders of the Magistrates?'' 

""" said his directions were to obey the orders of the Ma- 

iSj but he always gave it as his opinion that the mob 

jht be subdued without violence. Witness recollects an 

icer of the 14th light dragoons coming in and stating 

bat the mob had taken possession of the alleys and the 

il^t^et boats, aud were assailing his troops from them, 

iAra i)eggin^ permission to fire. Alderman Daniel was 

ihnferse to giving such permission, because there were 

^^ny poor market-people in the boats, and many inno* 

Ti^ht lives might suffer. A gentleman named Harford, who 

^^6d as a constable, then said he would take twenty -five 

4neh;- and if he had the military to back him, he would 
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«ngage i6 dislodge tiie people frcun tiie boats. Colonel 
Brereton came in while this conversation was passing, «nd 
/Isaid, ^*' If you will take my advice, you witt do no such 
thing; it is getting late; all people are tired, and I believe 
they will soon go to their homes if you let them alonei I 
will be answerable for tiie peace of the city during the 
night." It was then past eleven o'clock. Colonel Brere- 
ton turned out to be right, for there was no further com- 
^aint made. AU was then quiet, and at six o'clock witness 
went home, about two miles out of Bristol. On the Sunday 
morning, at ten o'clock, witness proceeded from hoode to- 
wards the Mansion-house, having agreed to go wit^ iiie 
mayor to church. On going through College-greeny he Haw 
tiie l4th light dragoons trotting towards ueir quarters 
«ery quickly, pursued and assailed by a very considevable 
mob, who came from the direction of Queen-square. Some 
of the dragoons fired among the people, and a shot struck 
the church, very near where witness was standing. The mob 
continued to attack the soldiers until they got into their 
quarters. Several persons said to witness that it w«8' a 
great shame Sir Charles Wetherell had been brought to 
town. Witness said Sir Charles had as good a right* -to 
hold his opinions as they had. They said he had better 
be careful what he said, as he was as bad as Sir Cluudes. 
Recommended the magistrates to get the people out as 
quickly as they could. When witness got to the Guildhall, 
Colonel Brereton came there to ask permission for the 14ith 
dragoons to eo out of town, as they had fired on the popu- 
lace during me night, and it was not safe for them to ife* 
main in the city. He then requested the magistrafbes* 
authority to send them out, which witness said he eould 
not have. The Colonel then stated that Uie soldiers were 
completely tired out Witness then said to him,if iie 
removed the troops out of town, he did so on his owb re- 
sponsibility, and directly against the directions of the 
ihagistrates. The Colonel said, he must remove them,^ as 
their situation was such that they must have restv ^sd l^e 
most judicious thing to be done was to ^x upon .scbbe 
j^ace near the town, where the troops could rest - Sevmral 
places were named by some of the magistrates, buti^x- 
preisly stating to the Colonel that if he removed the troci|^8 
be did so upon his own responsibility. Should think (that 
kiot more than one hundred persons assembled Mi conie- 
quence of the notices that were issued. Befofe i&fee 
i^clock there was not a sufficient number collected^to do 
Any .good to the mayor, and among these who did aawjoble 
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there was tto dteposition to ^t witliout the aid of the 
miHtary, and many comidainto were made that the magis- 
trates had not aeted with sufficient vigour. Did not make 
known that the 14th dragoons had been removed. Witness 
wonki have been exceedingly sorry that the inhabitants of 
Bristol shoukl have known uiat the maffistrates were left 
without any military to defend them. Witness stated to 
those present that the best thing to be done was for them 
to return to their homes and get as many of their neigh- 
bours as they could to come to the Guildhall, at ihree 
o'dock, as their numbers were so few then. While wit- 

'.neM was talking in the outer hall, intelligence arrived that 
aher mob were proceeding to Bridewell. Colonel Brereton 
eiuie^ when the citizens were assembled at three o'clock, 
and ihere was a proposition made that he should get fresh 

' horses, as those belonging to his troop were knocked up. 
The Colonel said, it was no use putting dragoons on un- 

' tiMied horses. Witness then said, ** If the horses are 
tired, surely you can let us have the troops;" which the 

> Gd^nel refused. Witness should think nothing like a 
iuindred persons assembled at the second meetin^^. Some- 
thing Was then said to Colonel Brereton about bringing 

• baek the troops. Mr. Cooke asked if they were to have 
tbeir assistance ; if they did not, he and his son would go 

' home. Colonel Brereton was desired to bring back ^e 
troops by witness, who said, " Sir, I demand and require 
youy in the name of the magistrates of Bristol, to bring all 
the troops under your command into immediate active 
aervioe.*' The Colonel then said, their lives would be 
sacrificed if they did, and added, that a soldier's life was 

' too valuable to be sacrificed unnecessarily. The Colonel 

'- taid^ he ^ould not mind risking his own life if he could 
be of any service. Many people said the Colonel was a 
traitor and a coward, and witness at that time was inclined 
tb lean to that view of him, but he thought it due now to 

'■^ the Colonel to say he believed him sincere, and wished to 

^ve time to relieve his troops. Almost all the persons 

then left the Guildhall, at which witness said, ** For God's 

'.' lake. Gentlemen^ don't all go, if you do the magistrates 
-will be left to the mercy of the mob," who had tben 

• t,tiireatened to come to the Guildhall. Witness asked a mill- 
J^tiBry firiend which would be the best place for the magis- 

'-'trates to make a stand, the Council-house or the GuildbiU? 

*-Md said, the former, certainly, as it had two fronts. In 
o^censeqtience of this ^e magistrates went to the Couneil- 
^Ittouae^ iand witneie aoeompanied them. Went^iq the 
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Council-house, wheFe the muniments of the city are kept* 
because it was thought the magistrates would be attacked. 
Recollected while they were at the Guildhall, a statement 
cominff that the mob were attacking the gfaol. Mr. Alder- 
man A. Hilhouse and Mr. Alderman Savage went to see 
what could be done, but the magistrates were not in a con- 
dition to repulse them. While at the Council-house, 
information was received that the mob were going to 
force the ships and docks, and in consequence of this 
witness and the mayor went directly to Colonel Brereton. 
Found Mr. Alderman Fripp there. Both witness and the 
mayor were wet through with the rain, being afraid to 
carry an umbrella, as they understood that eveiy one was 
knocked down who had one. Witness sent to Mr. Os- 
borne's to borrow a coat and trousers ; not for the purpose 
of disguising himself, but to have dry clothes on. Before 
the messenger returned witness changed his mind, and 
went to Mr. Osborne's for the clothes himself, where he 
saw Mr. Alderman Daniel, who accompanied him to Col. 
Brereton?8; after which, witness and the mayor returned 
to the Council-house. Before going there, news arrived that 
the mob were at the Bishop's palace, and the Colonel 
then said," We must not delay any longer, but have the men 
out" — meaning the 3rd dragoon guards. After returning 
to the Council-house, further information arrived about the 
Bishop's palace. The mayor determined to go there, and was 
accompanied by witness and about twenty-five persons. 
On the way, witness requested all the inhabitants he could 
see to join them, but could not get one to do so. Recol- 
lected Mr. Bulwer joining them. The number that accom- 
panied witness and the mayor, on arriving at the palace- 
gate, had materially decreased. Witness, and those who 
remained, were stopped at the gate by persons, who stated 
that^ the soldiei*s had blocked up the way, as they had the 
rioters in custody. The mayor then proposed to go to CoL 
Brercton's, when Capt. Francis said, " If you look through 
the window, you can see them." At this time, some one 
stated, the great division of the mob was coming up from 
Lawford's gate. Witness thought the place they were then 
in. was the most unsafe place for the magistrates to remain 
in, as they would then be between the two divisions of 
the mob. Witness then walked off across the Green with 
Mt, Burgess, where they met several gentlemen, who said, 
" Here we are deserted again by the military, and we ar6 
determined to go home and do nothing more." Saw Mr. 
Fraoklia with his teeth knocked out, and his mouth bleed* 
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in^. Heard that tlie mob intended to attack his house, And 
feU anxions to secure his ^mily ; for which purpose, in 
the course of the day, he had written a letter to his family^ 
which was delivered to Mr. Fisher. Witness was anxious^ 
after the rioters had been dispersed at the palace, to got 
home, and went across the g^een, for that purpose. Could 
not get his horse, and was, therefore, prevented from ffet-* 
ting fturther than Clifton. After getting beds foi-his family, 
returned to Bristol again. Saw the mayor. The mayor, 
during the whole time, did all that was in his power, and 
neVer took into consideration his personal safety, while 
he* thought he was doing his duty. Witness had strong 
impressions on his mind, that if the military had been 
called out for the purpose of taking the prisoners, and 
been confined to that, and the constables had not been ao 
forward in taking the prisoners to Bridewell, the outrage 
mijg^t have been more readily stopped. The mayor did 
every thin? under his advice. Witness believed, that with- 
out the aid of the military, it would have been quite im* 
possible for the mayor to have got any of the inhabitants 
of Bristol to aid him in quelling the riots. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney-General — Witness said 
to the Sheriff, that he had recommended the posse comu 
tatus to be called out, and expressed his surprise that it 
had not been done ; but this was not the fault of the ma- 
etstrates. Witness thought it would have been a good plan 
for Sir Charles Wetherell to have had his carriage drawn 
up at the front of the Mansion-house, and left Bristol in 
that way. The public would have known he had left Bris- 
tol, and all might then have been quiet. These were the 
only two things to which witness could have referred, when 
be stated, the mayor had not followed his advice. Wit- 
ness said to Col. Brereton, when he stated, that the men*8 
lives would be sacrificed, that the troops had been sent 
down by Government for the protection of the city of 
Bristol, and that the magistrates had a right to demand 
their services. Could not tell whether Mr. Cooke knew 
that the 14th dragoons had left Bristol. Witness did not 
inform him. Had no desire to inform the people of Bris- 
tol of that fact. Remained at Mr. Osborne's just long enough 
to put on dry clothes, eat two mutton chops, and take a 
glass of wine and water. — (Laughter.) Believed the pro- 
perty in Queen-square, to be the property of the corpo- 
ration. 

A juryman wished to know, whether the learned Ser« 
geant'was legally engaged for the corporation. 



^ Witness said he could not answer tiiat question by A 
simple Yes or No. He certainly had had a bri^ given to 
him by the corporation, but he then understood he was 
not to be called upon as: a witness $ under this impression 
he came to town, and put himself under the guidance of Sir 
J. Scarlett, Mr. Campbell, and Mr. Follett( and it was in 
consequence of their advice that he appeared where he di<JL 
Major Digby Mackwor^ — Is a Migor in the army, and an 
Aide-de-Camp to Lord Hill; he happened to be at Bristol 
on the »9th Oct. ISSl ; he had been sent down to theFovest 
of Dean, to suppress riots there. Was in Queen-squase 
on the Saturday about one o'clock, and afterwards about 
sav^i. At the latter hour there was a large assemblage of 
people there, but not much rioting \ found an assauk had' 
been made on the Mansion-house; the windows had boesE 
broken, and the iron-railings in front torn up and moved 
partly across the pavement; went into the Mansion^houac^ 
and remained there from seven till one o'clock, occasionallT 
0oing out amonff the people. Heard orders given to CoL 
Breretanto use his utmost force to put down the riot; they 
were given by the mayor. CoL B. said he thought it might 
be done by less violent means — that the mob seemed better 
humoured than they had been; and on one occasion, when 
the mayor gave the order very strongly, he said, ^ Am I 
to fire, bir '^' The mayor paused before he gave his answer, 
which was, ^*You must fire if the riot cannot be suppressed 
without'* Witness then begged the mayor and CoL 
Brereton on no account to fire, and gave his reasons for. 
it, which were, that firing was a bad mode for cavalry to 
adopt, and that shots which were assigned for active rioters 
would often reach innocent people, and that he was con«> ' 
vinced that by a combined effort of the civil and military 
forces the people might be dispersed in a few minuteik 
Witness said that hitherto the constables had onlv acted in 
a desultory manner, and that if the mayor woula be good 
enough to give his assistance, he thought an efiicient organi- 
zatiott might be given to them which would answer the | 
purpose. The mayor agreed to that immediately. They*/ 
then divided the constables into four detachments, plaeltt^^ 
a chief constable in the immediate command of each. The- - 
mayor went with witness to the banquetting room where ^^ 
the twelve wards of constables were formed, three wards'* 
in each body. Witness directed them to keep togetbevy ' 
to obey no orders but their immediate chief, and oli'1MI>' 
account to quit their ranks until they were desired to go.'^ 
The whole time witness was there he was not tfwarv thM^ ' 
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the tmyor and magiBtratet could do more than they did to 
iMep the peace of the city ; at half- past one o'clock, witness 
wont home, at which time all was quiet ; at seven in the 
mnming he went to the Mansion-house again, and saw the 
moyof and others there. There was a party of dragoons- 
six in number, and fifty or sixty people round the door, 
tirierably quiet The dragoons continued there for about 
an hour and were then withdrawn. The mob increased 
tieiymuch. The windows of the Mansion-house had been 
bonrded up during the night. There were less than ten 
pctnons in the Mansion-house then, and the mayor said, 
ttostof the magistrates had gone to collect persons together. 
Ajt half-past ten o'clock the mob attacked the Mansioiir 
house with stones and with the iron-rails, tearing down 
ike wood at the windows. The mayor had no protection. 
They forced an entrance into the lower room of the 
Monsiou-house, and a great number of persons were in tiie 
Square shouting. The military had been withdrawn, and 
the. noise was rapidly increasing. It appeared to witness 
that the life of the mayor was in danger. Witness said, 
^iNow, Sir, it is time for us to be going;'' the Mayor said, 
*♦! don*t know, I think I ought to stay." Witness said, 
*^A8 a soldier, I can assure you it is right for you to go; 
it is even your duty." Upon this he agreed to leave the 
Mansion-house; never upon that or any other occasion did 
the mayor show any want of personal courage ; he was as 
cool OS witness had ever seen any person $ indeed he was, 
perhaps, the most cool of the party ; witness aided him in 
escaping; they were together; they went up towards the 
bed-rooms, but on the landing-place there was a window 
looking towards the Custom-house, and on some leads $ 
they got out on the leads, and from thence descended into 
an open court A ladder was brought, and they got over a 
low wall into another court belonging to an adjoining house;^ 
a person brought a ladder; there were no women where wit- 
ness and the mayor stood; they went over the leads of some 
houses, and at last reached one of the leads of the Custom- 
house, a woman opened a window, and they got down.- 
Witness parted with the mayor on College-green. Four or 
five Other gentlemen accompanied witness and the mayor 
in their escape; on tiie Sunday witness was at the Council- 
house. On witness's offering to take a constable's staff and 
head any persons who would go with him, only five or six 
offiared. Muiy persons expressed their disappointment that 
the :0iilitary did not co-operate. A desire was expressed 
thaiii they should co-operate, and others again made it m^ 
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condition, that if the military were not employed they 
would be organized and go out. One person who did not 
wish the military to act was Mr. Herapath, the President 
of the Political Union. At a quarter before six o'clock on 
the Monday morning, witness went to Queen-square, two 
sides of which were burnt; there were a great many of 
the mob there. Witness met the 3rd dragoons with Gol. 
Brereton and Cornet Kelson, patrolling at one corner of the 
square, opposite to the mob. Having seen the mob had 
broken into two houses near the opening to the shipping, 
and knowing if they were fired the shipping would be in 
great danger, witness called out to Col. Brereton, " We 
must charge," and without waiting for any answer, gave 
the word of command "to charge."" Witness was mounted, 
and charged at the head of the troops. He made several 
chargers, and Colonel Brereton charged with him. The 
extreme urgency of the case induced witness to commit so 
un military an act, and said to Colonel Brereton, while 
charging, '* I beg your pardon, Colonel, I could not help 
it." They saved the houses, but did not disperse the mob, 
as it required a greater force ; and the mob, besides throw- 
ing stones, had fired several shots at the troops. Being the 
only person in plain clothes, witness proposed to go to 
Keynsham for the 14th dragoons. He brought them back 
to Bristol, and gave them up to Colonel Brereton. In his 
absence Major Beckwith had arrived. Certain charges were 
afterwards made, and the mob dispersed. A great many 
persons were wounded, and five or six killed. The final 
charge was made by fifty-seven men, who were atlerwards 
joined by. a troop from Gloucester, consisting of upwards 
of 100 men. Employed about an hour in dispersing the 
mob, and completely effecting the peace of the city. Saw 
no deficiency whatever on the part of the mayor. Every 
suggestion that witness could give, as a military man, he 
entertained and caused to be executed. He could not Jbave 
done any more by any means that witness saw. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney -General. — On the Sa- 
turday evening, betore the constables were marshalled, 
they were in the most disorganized state. Fancied that 
several persons he saw escaping were special constables. 
Witness parted with the mayor, and went from Bristol, be- 
tween eight and nine o'clock on Sunday morning. Return- 
ed to Bristol in about an hour and a half. Knew very little 
what was going on on Sunday. The Committee of Inquiry 
desired that witness should give them a written statement 
of what he had observed, which was printed in the papers 
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qnite unknown to witness, who was so disrusted with the 
party feeling that existed in Bristol, that he left: the city, 
determined to do nothing till the next morning. 

Re-examined by Sir James Scarlett. — Went among the 
people to ascertain their feelings, and to see if they sym- 
pathized with the rioters. Some said all was right ; others, 
that they were there for the King and Reform. Witness 
begged them to go away, stating that they were aiding the 
mob by their presence ; but what witness principally al- 
luded to in his narrative were the discussions at the Guild- 
hall, which he could not but think were tinctured with 
par^ spirit, nothing being agreed upon, and all appearing 
conuision. Thought that spirit had rendered the mayor 
unable to command their aid, and was satisfied unless some- 
thing occurred to unite them, nothing could be done. Wit- 
ness had no doubt, that after the gaols and other public 
places had been burnt, the mob would proceed, as they 
were unopposed, to destroy private property. Witness 
stated this at the meeting at the Council-house. On the 
Monday, the troops that had been pelted out of the city 
were welcomed by the lowest orders with delight and joy. 
Witness had no opportunity of discovering any military 
talent in the aldermen of Bristol. 

By the Attorney-General.'— Snggested the employment 
of the pensioners. 

Mr. John Cooke, examined by Mr. Campbell. — Is a 
captain in the militia, and half-pay captain of the line. — 
Was at the Guikihall of Bristol on Sunday, the 30th of 
October; went there about three o'clock. The general 
teeling of almost every one was, that they could do nothing 
without the soldiers, and many observed, " We are sacri- 
ficed to the mercy of the mob." Witness would have 
thought it the most imprudent thing that could have been 
adopted, to have put fire-arms, on the Sunday, into the 
hands of the special constables ; as there were no soldiers 
to support them, they would probably have lost their arms, 
and a great sacrifice of life and property would have ensued. 

By the Attorney-General. — Stated this opinion to Mr. 
Sergeant Ludlow. The mayor did not resort to witness at 
all for his advice as to how Bristol was to be defended. 

By Mr. CampbelL — No person was forbidden to use 
arms in defence of himself or his property. 

Major Mackworth recalled. — ^Examined by Sir James 
Scarlett — ^To put fire-arms in the hands of the constables, 
to act OB the defensive, would be a most impolitic measure. 

No. 10. L 
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Officers commanding would rather be without young re- 
cruits that have fire-arms. 

Mr, William Draper Brice was the partner of Mr. Bur- 
gesa, who had been examined. Heard his evidence, and 
what he had stated was true. Brought blank billets to Col. 
Brereton to fill up for the accommodation of as n^Q(y 
troops as he would find it necessary to have for the prg- 
•tection of the city. Was convinced that the mayor andtfie 
magistrates did every thing in their power for the protec- 
tion of the city. / . 
. Cross-examined by the Attorney -General. — ^The houses 
which were destroyed in Queen-square were held under 
leases from the corporation of forty years, with a covenant 
of renewal every fourteen years, on the payment of sooue 
small fine. ..« 

Mr. J ustice Parke. — What has that to do w ith the present 
investigation? . /,' 

. The Attorney -General. — I merely asked the questiojii, 
my lord, because my learned friend, (Sir James Scarlett,) 
stated in his speech, that it was corporation property 
which had been destroyed. 

Sir J. Scarlett — And I repeat it. It is not likely ttuit 
those gentlemen would have suffered their own property 
to be destroyed, if they could have prevented it - 
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- Mr. Henry Daniel, examined by Sir James Scaiiett-^ 
Was a surgeon at Bristol, but not a member of the corpo- 
ration. Was at the Council-house on the Sunday evening 
4iuring the riots ; it was between six and seven o'clock*— r- 
Went there to see if he could be of any service ; thene 

■ were not many people there ; met Mr. Alderman Savage at 
Ihe door, and learnt from him that the mayor and several 
others had gone to the Palace to see if they could be of 
service ; witness. Alderman Savage, Mr. Grainger, and Mr. 
Fenn went to the Palace, and on getting to the archway 

: of the lower green, near the Palace, found a large i^ob, 
and the soldiers beginning to move towards the arch>yay. 
The mob was large enough to choke up the archway.. U?he 
troops were forcing the mob from the Palace-gate ;<Jtlie 

titfoops then went away, and upon that, the mob was gr«iatiy 

rfeinforced, and proceeded to the Palace. Witnes^s M'Nen 
went to the Pay-office (Colonel Brereton's office) whj^ce^,)>c 
knew the may or and several magistrates were. FouJD|cl,i^f e 

rihe ttiayor, alderiften, Savage fUKl liiUiou«e« the j^i^rp^g}^. 



sheriff Bengough, and others ; witness told them the trob]9ii 
were withdrawing, and most shamefully so, from the pro^ 
tection of the Palace. The troops having withdrawn, it 
Vas impossible to resist the mob; the two portions of the 
mob, when combined, formed many thousands. Witness 
then suggested that the situation the magistrates were in 
wad extremely perilous, because there was no possibility 
of their defending themselves, and urged the propriety of 
their quitting such a confined place, and gomg away.->«- 
Witness and the party immediately left the office. Wit- 
ness then went with the stream of the mob as far as the 
draw-bridge, at the end of Trinity-street; the mob were 
throwing missiles ; witness was then proceeding away ftt>m 
the mob, when the mayor called to him, and desired him 
to render what assistance he could. Witness advanced to 
him, and went with him to the centre of CoUege-green, 
Witness requested him to wait awhile, and reflect what 
eonld be done ; the mayor replied, *' Daniel, I have done 
idl I can; is there any thin? on earth you can possibly 
suggest to me ?^' Witness told him that from the deranged 
state of all their defensive power, it was his duty to put 
himself in a situation where he might preserve his own life ; 
and proposed to take him to witness's own house at Clif- 
ton. He acceded to it, and they were proceeding thither- 
ward, when the mayor said, " VVhy, Daniel, your house 
is out of the city, and if I can possibly find a place of 
safety in the city, I should earnestly wish to be there, in 
case I should be wanted for any purpose." Witness's part- 
ner (Mr. Grainger) lived close by where they were stand- 
ing, and witness took him there. The mayor was exces- 
sively fatigued, and witness requested Mr. Grainger to give 
him a glass of wine. Before it was brought, the mayor 
expressed his anxiety that it should be known where he 
was to be found, and he wished that messages should be 
sent to Colonel Brereton, Messrs. Burgess & Brice at the 
Council- house, and Mr. Sergeant Ludlow. A gentleman 
who had joined them was sent with that message. The 
mayor remained at Mr. Grainger's. Mr. Grainger called 
witness out of the roont, and said he was under so much 
alarm for his wife and family, that he could permit the 
mayor to remain no longer : he was afraid that if the po- 
pulace knew where the mayor was, his house would be 
attacked. Witness expressed his reluctance to take the 
tnayor away, but on Mr. Grainger's saying he should then 
1^ obliged to tell the mayor so himself, witness took the 
tEiayoraway. On getting into the street, they went acrott 



11^ 

to Sheriff Lax's. The servant opened the door, ahd on be- 
ing asked if the sheriff was at home, he said he was not. 
Witness said the mayor was at the door, and was desirous 
of coming in. The servant said, Mr.'andMrs. Lax, and the 
female servants had all removed, and that every thing of 
value was removed ; that he and another man-servant were 
left in charge of the house, and that if the mob assailed 
it, they were to throw the coping-stones from the roof on 
them, and that if that did not suffice, they were to leave 
the house to its fate. Thinking that was a repulse, thefy 
went away. Witness had an intention of taking the mayor 
home with him at that time. He did not say a word to th^ 
servant about going to Mr. Pripp's. At the top of Park- 
street, leading to Berkeley-square, the mayor said, **I 
wonder if Mr. Alderman Fripp is at his brother Daniel^s, 
in Berkeley -square. Do you know them f^ Witness said 
that he did, and would go and, if possible, find them out. 
The mayor accompanied witness to the house. On learning^ 
that Mr. Alderman Fripp was there, witness requested that 
he shouM be called down. Mr. Daniel Fripp came dowti, 
and witness left the mayor with him. Witness then weiit 
home to Clifton. The next morning between ten atid 
eleven o'clock he saw the mayor at the Council-home. 
During the preceding night and that morning, looking at 
the extreme personal fatigue of the mayor, and seeing uittt 
he was surrounded with overwhelming circumstances, he 
displayed more firmness of mind than generally fell to the 
lot of persons. 

Cross-examined by the Attomey-general«*^n ibe Sent- 
day evening^ the mayor, with several magistrates, were at 
the Recruiting-office while the soldiers were protecting 
the Bishop's palace. Did not at first know the servant hn 
saw at Sheriff Lax's, because he was disguised as a sailor; 
but he made himself known to witness; The mayor wns 
on the threshold of the door. The servant did not say td 
the mayor that he had had the honour of waiting on mm. 
He did say he had had the honour of waiting on witneSIt 
at the Montague^ but the servant made no direct allusion 
to the mayor that witness could recollect — ^if he did 'Witr 
ness thought he should have recollected it. The servant 
said nothing about his having been at the Mansion-housia 
assisting the mayor to escape. At Mr. Lax*s door notfaii^ 
was said respecting the corporate officers. Having ;1ot 
the mayor at Mr. Fripp's, witness was an:dous ra^ it 
fhould not be known where the mayor was, excent tortb^ 
iMioiities to whotnUie nkeuoge V(/«r sent; ^nd'Hfrito^ 



113 

giftflieipesaeiiger strict orders to that e£Pect WhenJie 
giive that order to the messenger it was in the mayor'g 
pj^^fMBce, and the mayor turned round and said, ^'Aye^ 
Dul it must be known where I am." The messenger was 
to sty the mayor was at Mr. Grainger's, but witness had 
determined to take the mayor home with him. Witness 
bad never seen the mayor on horseback. 

J}y the Court— Was sure he did not say to Townshend» 
the, oherifTs sei'vaut, that he was not to tell where the 
mayor was, and that they were going to Mr. Fripp's. 
Ww not able to say whetner or no the messenger failed 
tQ.deliyer the message to Colonel Brereton. 

Jifr. Justice J. PanLe read that portion of Townshend^s 
eyiiience which the witness had just contradicted. 

Jii[r., Daniel Fripp, examined by Mr. Campbell — Lived 
iR . Berkeley-square, Bristol; was in no business, but 
lived on his fortune. Was brother to Alderman Fripp, but 
HOit A^member of the corporation. His brother came to. 
h^ house on the evening of Sunday, October 30th, about 
ni(i/& o'clock. Mr. Daniel, the preceding witness, was a 
fri^d of his. In the course of that night, Mr. Daniel 
ajad the mayor came to his house; it was about eleven 
o'clock. Mr. Daniel asked witness if he would take the 
mayor in ; and said he would have taken him to Cliflon, 
but the mayor would not leave the city. A little before 
tM^elve o'clock, the town-clerk and Mr. Burgess came to 
witness's house and saw the mayor. A letter was then 
written to Colonel Brereton by the mayor. Mr. Brice 
aJflo came to witness's house, and about three o'clock, Mr. 
Goldney and Mr. Wintour Harris came and delivered to 
witness a message to the mayor; the mayor sat up all night 
in witness's drawing-room ; having delivered the message 
a letter was written, which witness delivered to Mr. 
Goldney and Mr. Harris, with a message requesting them 
not to say that the mayor was at witness's house. Had 
received no authority from the mayor to deliver that 
message, nor did he tell the mayor that he had done it. 
The mayor on sealing the letter recollected that he had 
not put in the address where he was; witness suggested 
t^t it was unnecessary to add any thing to it, for the 
j^UK:e was exactly stated in the letter written by the mayor 
at twelve o'clock. Witness was afraid of its being gene* 
mUy known where the mayor was, for his wife had been 
eonsiderably alarmed by a noise which she believed came 
&om the rioters in Park-street; his wife had been greatly 
alarmed, and had been in fi:te; besides that^ there had 
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- li^eeii fr considerable sum of money sent to 'witnessVi homse 
Sfpm the post office for safety, at nine o'clock on Sunday 

v^vening. Between four and five o^clock in the mornuig, 
, Alderman Goldney called for the mayor, and they Went 

■.aiyay together) the mayor had sat up until that ttme 

' without the least change in his dress. A gentleman named 
.Ratcliffe was a neighbour of witness's in Berkeley «Bqvave. 
He was aware that the mayor was at witness's houae tkat 
,night. Had heard that Mr. Ratcliffe in consequence ife- 
moved his family. t; 

Cross-examined by the Attorney-General — ^His wifejvas 

,aifected, as he had described, before the maycNrcamofl lie 
went out on the Sunday morning about hsdf-paat sik^or 
seven ; many persons called at his house during the night. 
Mr, J. Fisher, examined by Mr. Follett — Wad a livery- 
stable keeper; his stables were engaged for the troopsT on 
the Saturday; the 14th were quartered there. Some Of 
them went out on the Sunday morning, and about a quavter 
before eleven returned to the stables pursued by the mpb. 
Was there when CoL Brereton ordered them out of io^ndb, 
at which time witness was of opinion that the men ind 
horses were perfectly fit for any duty they had to perfondl. 
AU witness's horses, that were previously in his stables, 
had been removed to make way for the troops, at the re- 
quest of Alderman Daniel and Sheriff Hare ; oh the Simd^ 
evening witness prepared to receive the Doddington troiq) 
of yeomanry, at the request of Alderman Camplin^jaltdr 
^e 14th were gone. Saw the Doddington troop formed «i 
jfiront of the Deanery, and then went back to his stables and 
;prepared to receive them. While his men were lighting 
up the stables, Col. Brereton came to him and asked ifhie 
had room for eighty horses; he said he luid, if they stood 
double, but not for eighty in separate stalls; the i4th had 
stood double. The Colonel then went to the bead of the 
troop. The stables were quite ready for the troops^ and 
he went and told the Colonel so. The troops did not 
come in at all. »••,►.' 

M Mr. Wm, Harmery examined by Sir J. Scarlett— •!>$ 'ito 
•attorney at Bristol, but not a member of the corporation. 
|iis house was at a considerable distance from Queeni- 
square. Was in the Square on the Saturday when iCoL 
brereton brought in the 3d dragoons. There were eevend 
thousand persons collected in the Square, but onvsurbt 
pt the soldiers many left. There were loud cries Of^h^l^he 
}i(m|^",and ,t' Eeform^" by the mob, and repeatad'iby''Ahf 
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Atmk' the eonstebtes wore unable to head the mob fr^ a 

' want of organization. The mob were more tranquil ttft^r 

ihe BoidierB came. At nine o^clock next morning^ he '^ttW 

:Clol. Brereton at the Mansion-house. Had observed 'kn 

otbick made on the Mansion-hoase before the Coloi^t 

'oame, and witness was driven into the house by the mob$ 

oaw-^e mayor, Major Mackworth, and Mr. Gibbons on 

' iHkd Btaan, They escaped through a window on some leads* 

No women were with them. W itness thought it necessaty 

to escape, but he escaped by comiug down stairs and mfx- 

""inff with the mob. The aragoons had been withdrawn. 

That morning while the mob were shouting, *•* The Kii^ 

■ wad Reform," one man shook CoL Brereton by the hand; 

(the -Colonel said, ** I am for Reform, my lads, as well as 

ymi.^' The mob exclaimed against the 14th, and said, 

1^ We will murder ihe Blues j" and the Colonel said, 

I he woQld send them out of the town. The mob then 

lefaMred him. The 14th shortly passed, hooted and pelted 

^ th* mob. After the 14th were sent out of town. Cot 

d^iold the mob he had sent them away, and they cheered 

ilnm, vhook hands with him, and said he was a good fellow. 

.tefrtheSd dragoons drinking repeatedly with the mob. 

,8ilw> a bottle thrown at one of the 14th, which struck hfta 

-cm ^fthe back of the head. It was thrown by a man in 

advance of the mob, and the soldier, on recovering himself, 

* presented his pistol at the man, but Col. Brereton strudL 

ihis* arm np. Many of the persons assembled in Queen- 

' square were respectable persons. On Monday saw several 

•persona who had been engaged in rioting on the Sunday 

might then acting as constables. Some of them had lohg 

kkUves^ and shook them at him, who had been active' iii 

preserving property. When they shook their knives th^y 

were actin? as constables. The other constables had tlb 

knives. The blades of the knives were eighteen inch^ 

'Itong^ with a handle. Was in the College-green when the 

palace was attacked, and, with three or tour others, at finft 

saved it Witness, Mr. Low, and another, in advance tof 

Alderman Camplin^s body of special constables, were the 

first in the palace. He tried to rescue some property, and 

had «' sworn in his hand. CoL Brereton, or some one^h 

tommand of the troops, said, **Put up that sword, ori 

will cut you dowu." Witness expressed himself very 

Ut^y at that conduct, and — him; His anger was paH^- 

icHiused by having seen the troops open and make way f& 

ap^rsons to* pass wrough them with j^undeif in their hiJtim. 

,W<i4a«BiBvattd hold^ tme of tfac^plvm^ctereTd, wh^ii^H^ii 
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not for the borougbmongerinff lord** there would be 
enough for all, but as it was, they took the bread out of 
the mouths of the people, and then sent soldiers to shoot 
them. During this time the toll-gate was completely de« 
stroyed. There was then a cry from the mob to proceed 
to Law ford's- gate ; they walked in the middle of the road,> 
held up their iron bars to all respectable people, askii^ 
if they were for Reform. No opposition was oifered,- 
but shouts of encouragement, such as, '^ Go it, my boys, 
take a turn out of them."' This proceeded from a persoiip 
standing at the door of a shop. Went to Lawford's-gate 
with Colonel Maclaren, and saw it destroyed. I saw the 
magistrates afterwards, at Colonel Brereton's office. Wlt« 
ness went down with the mayor to the Bishop's palacev 
and was there when the first part of the mob came up. 
Saw the gate thrown down which separated him from his 
friend. Saw the attempts made by the town-clerk and 
the mayor to get people to join tnem, but the call was 
not obeyed. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Servant Wilde— Came iota 
Bristol about half-past one, after officiating at Clifton 
church. The first group witness mixed with, was at 
Brandon-hill, about half-past four o'clock. Witness also 
mixed with a crowd in Frince's- street. The prison was 
burning during that time. When the mob held up the 
bar in the face of the people, they all declared themselves 
in favour of Reform. When a bar was held up to wit'- 
ness, he seized it, and has it in his possession at the pre* 
sent moment. The bars were chiefly carried by boys. 

Mr, John Hobbs^ examined by Sir James Scarlett-— Is 
one of the night-constables of St Michael's ward. Re>- 
membered the magistrates meeting at the Guildhall on 
Sunday morning. Was stationed at the large doors, with 
directions to inform every person who came to the doors 
to see the magistrates, to ffo to the Guildhall Chambers. 
From fifty to one hundred persons came up to witness to 
inquire for the magistrates. Was driven from his post 
about half- past one, by about 100 or 150 rioters, who 
beg^n to throw stones at witness, who was obliged to 
escape to the other side of Broad-street The first person 
of the mob had part of an iron rail in his hand, and was 
dressed in a smock-frock, others had parts of shutterst 
They first made a stand at the Guildhall, but afterwanh' 
iwssed. Witness then resumed his post, which ho h^d 
till half-past three, when another mob, not so extensive 
as the one in the morning, came by ; witness left at this 
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timey in consequence of being so fatigued. One of the 
aldermen caine to witness, at his house, shortly before 
fiMir, and inquired where the troops were. Went to 
LcBgh*8 Bazaar, where he saw Captain Warrington ; told 
lam he must go instantly to Queen-square, or it would 
be burnt to the ground. The Captain said he could not 
aomd more than twenty-four men, as they were all tired 
Qtii.1 Atlterwards went to Unity-street, and inquired for 
Coloael Brereton. Two females from the window said 
be was not there. The alderman then inquired for some 
9tki& gentleman, whose name witness had forgot. Wit- 
mtm ihen returned to his watch-house. Alderman Camplin 
afterwards asked him to go to the Square with him. 
Went to the drawbridge to meet the troops. Saw Col. 
Brereton there, with about twenty men. Afterwards 
wont to the Square, where the troops began to act upon 
tbe.mob. Alderman Camplin vient with the troops. 
^.Cross-examined by Sergeant Wilde — When the soldiers 
began to act, the mob proceeded to disperse. Did not 
seasch tor Captain Shute's troop. 
livJtfr. Valentine Hellicar, examined by Mr. Campbell — 
Isi. a merchant residing in Queen-square, Bristol. Wit- 
iw«a^s house was not destroyed. Observed what passed in* 
the square the whole of Sunday night. Should think 
there were from 8 to 10,000 assembled in the square du- 
ring tlie night. There were shouts and cheers from the 
mob during the whole of the night, which appeared gene- 
raL Saw a party of the 3d dragoon guards there during 
various parts of the night, they joined in the cheers, 
taking olf their helmets. In the opinion of witness, it 
would have been impossible for the magistrates to put 
down the riots witliout the aid of the military. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde — Attended a 
public meeting at the Commercial-rooms atler the riots. 
Never said that a civil tbrce could put down the riots on 
Sunday. Seconded a resolution, courting an inquiry into 
thtt conduct of the mayor and military. Witness did 
thia». being impressed with a belief that the magistrates 
had ordered the soldiers not to fire. The first meeting 
witness was at was respectably attended, but observing so 
muoh party spirit and unjust persecution, he declined to 
taki& way part in the proceedings. The explanation of the 
magistrates in the Bristol papers satisfied witness that they' 
haijiracted with propriety. Witness did not recollect; 
maJking a speech at a public meeting in his li^. The re^6^*' 
li^ifm fwhacJi witness seconded at l£9 second nleetlng^i^rk^ 
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tak^n, fbr he 'had sden him ehecr on the mtb in front df 
the Mansion-house the night before. Mr. Benn' denied that 
he had done so; on which Alderman Savage said to witnes^ 
*' My good fellow, make no accusations now; let us all be 
united.^' Witness now swore, that he did see fienn a^te^ 
on the mob, and went twice to the magistrates,' to lay' M 
information a^inst him. '■' 

Cross-exammed — ^The magistrates thought the inforftM^ 
tion had better be dropped. • " '' 

By Sir J. Scarlett— Witness wrote to the Committfetf ^ 
Inquiry, tendering evidence respecting the issuing oftlffe 
notices, but there was a disinclination at first to r^cdl^ 
any thing favourable to the mayor. It was; howeV^, 
ultimately taken. > • .• u v*^ 

James Byrne, examined by Mr. FoUett — ^Was a hiW'pot/bfk 
at Bristol; was employea on the Sunday to post "b^ 
(copies of which he produced) about Bristol, at one o^clodif ; 
he had an assistant. They were repeatedly interrupt^ 
by the people, who tore the bills down again. In sokiife 
instances they tore the bills down, and rubbed them inlkli 
£Etce. He also distributed some small bills, in which tte 
magistrates entreated the assistance of the citizens to prl^ 
serve peace when the Recorder came in to hold the assfs^, 
and cautioning the people against rioting. The large bUls 
stated that the Riot Act had been reaa three timed; ^iliikd 
that it was felony in persons assembling in numjbers. Bilft, 
stating that Sir Charles Wetherell had left the city; 9^sife 
also posted. * '2 

Cross-examined by the Attorney-General — Thefre ijfcw 
also one posted, calling the pensioners together on me 
Monday. Saw some pensioners, but not so many as tweMjIr. 

Mr, J. Cunningham^ examined by Sir J.^ Scarlett-^ffiki 
a counting-house at Bristol, adjoining the Mausion-hbii^ 
It was destroyed by fire by the rioters. Saw part of *iae 
mob repulsed by tne constables. They then went tb the 
Back, and returned armed with sticks. On the SvttMy 
morning he went to Bristol about nine o'clock, and fXl66t- 
ing some gentlemen, they told him not to go in the dlHfc- 
tion he was going, as he would meet the mayor, who i^ 
calling out the inhabitants to act as constables. He, h^- 
ever, proceeded, and met the mayor on StAngnstTne^BaeK; 
the mayor was knocking at the doors, and calling otit the 
inhabitants; he commanded witness to assist in tmr Rii^s 
name to keep the peace. The mayor having ktiod^wat 
other houses, witness accompanied him towards the Man- 
sion-house ; Alderman A. Hilhouse was with hiilh^ ;Hhi5 was 
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leofi allef aio^ in the morning. While the mayor was 
tfvlliaflr him. what had occurred at the Manuon-house, 
GpL: orenetOB came up witli a troop of the 3d dragoons. 
$)ip mayor desired the Colonel to proceed to Queen* 
fquare, whither he would tbllow to read the Riot Act 
Main. The mayor also desired witness to go to the Guild- 
oaU, and call, on his road, upon as many persons as he 
QWkb lo meet the mayor there. Mr. Waring and witness 
went to tlie Guildhall, and saw several magistrates ; they 
^remained there about three-quarters of an hour, but no 
llUlftcient . force collected at the Guildhall 9 seeing but few 
9ecM>ns. there, they went to Queen-square to see the state 
.9C the mob. One of witness's clerks having been severely 
wounded, witness conducted him to a place of safety. He 
.1|««ait.to the Mansion-house, which had been attacked and 
^liipakea intot the mob had been dispersed by the. troops, 

Sbo were drawn up in Queen-square; witness saw CoL 
jDeraton enter the square, cheered by the mob. The 
rtXQOff were then in two divisions; they were on perfectly 
{liiniliar terms with the multitude, and witness thought it 
Jipsafe to remain there; from what witness observed, there 
was iiojdlisposition in the inhabitants to aid the magistrates 
i^i keeping the peace — quite otherwise. 
,; jCross-examined by the Attorney-General — When witness 
{jlfent with Mr. Waring to the meeting atGuildhall, theywere 
^4P9eted with the cry, " Here com© two reformers.'' There 
l^KM a public meeting on the Friday, and witness was there ; 
SOOor aOi> persons were present Witness took the chair. 
- There was a second meetingtwo or three weeks afierwards, 
Vit he did not attend it The first was held at the Com- 
joftsrcial-rooms, and the second inPrince's-street; generally, 
ithe persons witness spoke to refused to go to the meeting 
4of ,the magistrates at the Guildhall. Had known Mr. Pinney 
fsr many years, but never saw him on horseback. 
- : By Sir J. Scarletth-When Mr. Hare, the Under-SherifF, 
ijikid, >* Here come two reformers," it was not by way of 
'irabuke, but as if Mr. Hare was glad to see persons of all 
aarties there. The meeting at the Commercial-rooms was 
.ior. the purpose of an inquiry into the causes of the riots. 
^ committee was named, of which witmsss was a member. 
JEIe attended the Committee for some time. 
v., Sir James Scarlett— Why did you discontinue your 
.'attendance? I don^t know your reason, but I wish, to 
..liofoiw it . 

, ^Vitnesa-— Am I bound to tell it? 
a Sijr Jamet Scarlettr-rYes, you are. 
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'^'Witii^s — ^Thie gentlemen on the Committee sieemed t^' 
have a greater object in prosecuting the magistrates thanT. 
in going into a general inquiry. There were many gen- 
tlemen appointed at the public meeting who did not 
attend the Committee. The Committee had opened a 
correspondence with Lord Melbourne and the Memb^fid 
for the city, and they had had some letters from his Lo^d-" 
ship ; but when I found their object was not so mubh ta 
institute a general inquiry as to prosecute the magistrattei^/ 
I withdrew from it. 

• Sir James Scarlett — My Lords, I intend to close tiny 
case here; I have several of the magistrates here w bond 1' 
could examine ; but as they are themselves the objects &f 
criminal prosecutions, I will not call them. 

• The Attorney -General then rose to reply. He trusted 
that he should be pardoned both by the court and the jury, 
if, before he attempted to comment on the testimony thsi,i 
had been given for the defendant, he made a few obserVtU- 
tions on the irrelevant mass of matter which had been iii|- 
troduced by his learned friend, Sir James Scarlett, in his 
address to the jury ; and in doing so, he must beg leave 
to call the attention of the jury, in the first plfice,- to the 
invectives and insinuations with which his learned friend 
had thought it right to embellish the merits of the case* 
keeping altogether out of siffhfc the charge for which hi$ 
clients had been brought before the court. Those insinUr, 
atiotts had been dir«5Cted for the avowed purpose of making 
an appeal to prejudices, to keep alive those wounds in tlw 
public iP(i)d which all good nien would wish to be for- 

Sotten, and in order to get rid* of ^ts and conclusive evl^' 
ence. His learned friend, in his perorations, had intro- 
duced a lonff string of authorities, not for the purpose of 
benefiting the party he was defending, but to cast imputa- 
tions on those who had thought it their duty to draw tte 
attention of a jury of their country to the acts and coii- 
duct of the magistrates of Bristol. His learned friend hiA 
thought proper to tell the jury that the magistrates' w 
Bristol had not been guilty of inflaming the public miiid[,' 
evidently meaning by that to impute it to others- ^^'"^ 



they had not made any declamation against corporate pr^ 
perty and corporate right. He would ask any man^'o; 
common sense whether it was likely they would- dp 'so. 
when they were members pf a corporation themseiyeisf 
His learned friend had also said that they hall never 
preached up the doctrine of not paying taxes. . Aiioj^iir 
topic was with respect to the Bishops, whom bis leli[i^ea 
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friend had stated, had never been told by the magistrates 
of Bristol to '* set their houses in order/* Observations 
like those which he had referred to were the main stress of 
his learned friend^s speech,-*topics which, he could assnre : 
i\^e jury, if he had seen stated in a newspaper, he should ' 
heive said to himself, who can it be that is coming forward 
with these old and unpleasant recollections ? it must surely 
be some gentleman that has not obtained the ear of the 
House of Commons, who is not likely again to have a seat 
there, and has obtained his notions from some club or 
o^er; or from some person who had not obtained the 
patronase of the Government; but if any person had 
said, lo^ at the top, and there you will find the name of 
your friend Sir James Scarlett, I should have said, it is 
iinjpossible, it must be a work of the malignant press that 
i^ now calumniating my learned friend, it is out of his 
i)^ture to make such stotemcnts; he is one of the most 
considerate of advocates ; and then, perhaps, if it had still 
been stated, that it was him, he (the Attorney -General) 
sbbuld have said, if his learned ft*iend had indulged in 
such topics, it showed the weakness of his case. 
' Many of the statements of his learned friend, of 
which he had taken notice, were totally without founda- 
tionj and one of the most important with which his learned 
friend had sought to charge him, was totally the reverse of 
What he had stated. His learned friend had stated that 
his (the Attorney-General's) greatest complaint against 
ihe magistrates was, that they had not ordered the 
soldiers to fire. Now, what he complained of in their 
conduct was, that they should have made that call 
under any eye but their own, as they were bound ^ to 
satisfy themselves of the necessity of giving such orders^ 
and witness, with their own eyes, the riot, before they 
gave such a command. Another complaint which he (the 
Attorney- General) made against the magistrates of Bristol 
was, that they had abandoned every means in their power 
to ' put an end to the riots. If the magistrates were not aware 
of their own duties, it was incumbent upon them to ascer- 
tain them. He had been supposed to have said that the 
mayor was bound to go out, even with ten men, to resist 
the mob. He would appeal to the recollection of the jury 
if he had made any such statement What he really had 
^d was, that it was the duty of the mayor to keep ten 
men together, if he could procure no more, in order t*) 
increase the number of those he might b)r possibility 
obtain, by giving the inhabitants an opportunity of exerl 
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^cidiit^tiieir good senee m getting nen together. -Qi^t 
comprint, too, had bees miMe, at the mode ia whieh the 
'prosecution had been conducted, and it had been said that 
we magistrates had been un&irly dealt wi^, Mr. Hare^< the 
Town-clerk, Mr. Brice, and Mr. Burgess, not having 
been consulted whether the prosecwon should be 
proceeded with or not He would ask the jury whether it 
was common sense to go to persona who to<w part with 
those against whom the proceedings were to be taken? 
The form of the information had also been complained bf, 
and had been called by his learned friend an omnium . ffU' 
iherum. Now, his learned friend might consider that^ a 
Tery appropriate name, but he thought he could find hlkn 
a better, out of the mouth of the learned Recorder of 
Bristol himself, who, speaking of the information agftimt 
Mr. Alexander, of the Morning Journal, for libels agaitibt 
Lord Ly ndhurst and the Duke of Wellington, had desig- 
nated them omnibus libels, or what in ccKd^ery would- £e 
caUed hodge-podge. He had also been accused of misstating 
^e case of the mayor of London. He accused the mayor m 
' a complete desertion of duty from the first to the last^'in 
- declining to do a single act to call out the citizens^ and 
prompt them to do their duty. That charge extended hot 
only to Saturday, but to Sunday, Sunday uight and Mob* 
day morning; and he would put it to the jury to.sanr 
whether it was possible for th& Government of Englan, 
which was bound to protect the lives of every 4>ne, not, !lo 
have instituted ipquiry into the conduct of peisons who 
Ind so acted. The jury would recollect that many oat* 
mges had been committed, and many crimes perpetraiM, 
Aiany of the authors of which had been brought to an ig- 
nominious death ; that a great jMrtion of the city had been 
saved, almost miraculously, and that no skefs had been 
taken by the mi^istrates. A Court of Inquiry had been 
held on the conduct of the soldiers. The rioters had been 
tried, and many executed % and could it be said that the 
magistrates, who had so grossly neglected their duty, shoald 
escape a trial 1 It was impossible. No men had less inter- 
. est in the trial than the Government, but a duty wjiich 
they owed to the public, rendered, it necessary that the 
pment proceeding should take. place. He (the Attorn^* 
/tjieneral) from the evidence which had been brought fit^* 
^Ward^tH^quitted the mayor of the charge of cowardice, aiid 
thought him very much to be pitied in not having the best 
i ti^ioe» and examples about him. Much was to ha. said in 
H^mfhYonr^ eyem when the juryi whieh he (the Attorney* 



187 

Ganenl) had no doubt c£f pronoanced tbeir verdiciof 
CKiilty. Mr. Daniel had told them he did not know the 
ttnyor was going to Alderman Fripp's, and that he h^d 
Intended to carry him to Clifton. Why, the mayor's oi- 
jaot tfiroughout was to make himself known to the corpp- 
Tation, and it was clearly necessary that he should giTe 
. noiiceto the corporation of where he should be, and there 
could be no doubt that the information he gave from time 
to time was correct « and viewing it*in this way, the witness 
Townshend's evidence must be correct As regarded the 
conduct of the mayor, there could be no doubt that there 
had been a shrinking from the responsibility he ought to 
have taken upon himself. He ought to have kept at his 
poafc 'the whole of the time ) and he (the learned counsel) 
' was at this moment at a loss to know why he had left the 
Palttee and the Recruitins-office, because there did not 
IjApear to have been the slightest danger to the mayor.rr- 
There was no cry against him, and he need have been 
under no apprehension. Subsequently, in the midst of 
; College-green, he very anxiously said to Mr. Daniel, he had 
done all he could do, and insisted to know if any thing. 
Occurred to him. This was what the learned counsel com- 
plained of. The mayor was found running about from place 
to place, asking every person he met whether or not they 
had any plan to suggest Instead of that, he ought to have 
dcme his duty. His duty was to have got together and or- 
{ranized as soon as possible, either by summoning, order- 
' ing, or commanding as strong a civil force as it was in his 
power to collect, and with that power to have made every 
effort to subdue the rioters. He (the Attorney-General) did 
not think that the mob was, in the first instance, so bad a 
mob as lit had generally been represented, else, he could 
not think that both Mr. Sergeant Ludlow and Sir Charles 
Wetherell would, looking out at a window at a late hour 
of the day, have said it was iiot a case sufficiently strong 
to warrant the sending for or employment of the military. 
In the result, therefore, it would appear to the jury that 
there had been, on the Saturday evening, considerable 
neglect on the part of the magistrates. They had spoken 
of the alarming appearances of things, such as the carry- 
ing G^ straw into rooms for the purpose of putting fire to 
iihem. . Those appearances, certainly, were very alarming, 
Ibutit became them to act with still the more energy. As 
'regarded the state of thin^ that evening. Colonel JBrere- 
iiob was right in the opinion he had given ^ he had said 
-j^.wos possible, and he had u^dertaken^ to clear the strasb 
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wi^ioui violence. . He had cleared them without vtole^^ 
between twelve and one o^clock at night, and every one 
then thought there was an end to the danger. But.thpugh; 
this appeared to be the case then, early next mornii^ the , 
windows were broken, and the shutters of many honaea 
torn down. The mayor, then, on the appearance of this 
renewed af^ression, ought to liave called together th^ civU 
force t ana it was to be complained of him, that he had 
not attempted to call for assistance, until he himself had 
been obliged to fly from the Mansion-house at ten o'clock. 
A few constables would have put an end to the riot . at 
first, with a very small portion of military. One of the 
witnesses on the other side had said, this might have been 
done on the Saturday ; and the mayor ou^ht to have called 
od the citizens to have come forward, instead of havingr 
invited them to meet at the Guildhall for the purpose- 
of agreeing to some plans. Oould anything have beei;^- 
niore objectionable than to have found them throwing,' 
themselves down on their knees before persons, when it^. 
waa their very duty to have commanded those very per- 
sons to action? The learned counsel would not say ii 
was in the power of the magistrates, at any moment, to^ 
have raised a civil force that could have made head against, 
the mob ; but there could be no doubt, as had been proved,, 
that at many periods of the Sunday, if the magistrates had 
been at their post and acted with energy, they might have 
subdued the rioters. It was not the business of the magis-; 
trates to look to the military as their only protection ; and 
much, too much, had been said, respecting the lethargy p£ 
the military. The magistrates had said the town waa dis- 
affected, and that it was impossible for them to get the 
citizens to act with them in co-operation — it was impossi- 
Ide for this to form a ground of defence. The magistrates 
knew well what the mob were about to do. For instance, 
^e Bridewell tliey knew was to be attacked, and it^had; 
olearly been shown that that was a place that a small party, 
oould have defended ; but it was not pretended that even 
one attempt had been made to preserve the Bridewell^- 
It was true, it had been said, Colonel Brereton had [been 
spoken to about it, but that was some hours after it had 
been in flames. Those dragoon guards had been made tlie. 
subject of great malignity-^they had been made the subject 
of wit-— taken, no doubt, from the Edinburah Review'r^^ 
ibey had ^^ taken their degrees from the three days, .pf 
Paris.'' Notwithstanding, however, all that had been sai({ 
Qj£.them, it appeared on aill hands, that they ht^b^^. 
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mo«if willing to do their daty; find it wob anrtastniifeaBOtiM' 
able thing tor those men who got their bread and cheeMv^ 
their steaks and their chops, to thinic of keeping those poor 
men on horseback, for six ^and-thirty hours, without eating^ 
or drinking. No one could deny, that it was the duty of tfa^ 
magistrates, particularly of Mr« Pinney, the leading ma^ 
g^trate, to caH on those whom they had a right to caU 
upon, to act in the defence of the Bridewell. They had 
not done this. This was complained of, and haa been 
made the first charge in the indictment. The second 
charge affected the gaoL The magistrates had full notice 
that the rioters were about to attack it Was it defenoe-i 
less ? Why, it stood upon an island ; there was a moaC 
snrrounding it, and a draw -bridge to protect it; it was the 
duty of the magistrates to haye taken up this bridge, and 
thereby to have preserved it. No doubt, at a subsequent 
period, two of the magistrates had gone to it. Some of the 
soldiers had also gone to it, and something had been said 
about the soldiers and the magistrates not understanding! 
each other. This was a source, likewise, of serious com- 
plaint. There was a continual misunderstanding between 
the magistrates and the military, if the magistrates had, 
iii the first instance, accompanied the troops, and kept 
with theiii, or had remained at their own proper stations, 
this misunderstanding never could have originated, and 
never could have gone on. Then the Mansion-house, the 
Custom-house, and about forty houses in Queen-square; 
had been set fire to within the space of about nine hours i 
and, notwithstanding the heavy rain that had fallen during 
the whole of the day, and many other unfavourable cir« 
cumstances, not a single attempt had been made to dia^ 
lodge the rioters ^ora the scene of havoc all alonff Queen^ 
square. Again, as to the defence, on the ground of want 
ot popularity on the part of the corporation, though it' 
had been said, the corporation was so unpopular that they 
could not expect assistance from the citizens, it was absurd 
to suppose that so wealthy a corporation as this, in a 
borough town, could be without influence or Urithout>ft 
(brty ; and it was the duty of the magistrates to have 
Commanded that party to have come forward to giy0 
aissistance. They had talked about the whole town having 
been indisposed to give assistance — about Reform — about 
Dissenters^ — and about some statement of re-action. With 
respect to the last of these, if his learned friend had stated 
ihm, there was a very great re-^action, it was a most indis^ 
dneei thing on his part A person who oughifc only telikv^ 
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btfefi known in Bristol in a judicial character, ought ta 
have raised no cry of redaction.— io act otherwise was to 
hold out a ciialienge for the purpose of seeing whether 
there was a re-action or not; and it could only be con* 
sidered as a great misfortune, which was all he had to say 
about it Then the Reformers were to be considered at 
persons extremely unwilling to interfere— unwilling to 
Skfend a corporation-wherefore^ to be considered as a 
condemned class of persons. ^^7* ^^^ <^id interfere I 
Almost every person of respectability who did interfere, 
acknowledged themselves to be active and staunch re? 
formers. They were the persons who had risked theiv 
lives^ and had taken the most active part in subt 
duing the rioters, and who still thought it no discredit to 
be called reformers. As regarded Mr. Waring in parti' 
cnlar — a name which had been coupled with his own-, he 
hoped that what had passed to-day would secure to him 
Mr. Wartng's friendship during the remaining period of 
his life. The jury would see, on reference to Mr. Waringfa 
evidence, that if the information which he had given- had 
been acted upon, the city would have been saved» — that 
was, at the outset; and if vigorous measures had. been 
adopted, the best results would have followed. But the 
want of making that first step showed a want of attention 
to the best interests of the inhabitants. Some observations 
had been made upon Dr. Carpenter, a gentleman of great 
learning and piety, and a very ingenious writer, as to hii^ 
interference; but it was clear that his object in going[ to 
die magistrates was to propose a plan and render assist* 
■nee. He was, however, told that there was not then a 

num of magistrates left. That most respectable witness 
laid before the jury such a state of the mob tliat showed 
it could easily have been suppressed by prompt measures. 
Mr. Edgeworth, Mr. Roberts, and other gentlemen also, 
went there to propose their services ; but yet from seven 
o'clock on Sunday morning, until six in the evenings, no* 
thing whatever was done by the magistrates. That onij 
.proved the very great absurdity which prevailed in thetr 
eouncils, and that they did not show the spirit they ou|^ 
to have shown. Why were not the pensioners caUed outJ 
Major Mackworth stated, he had advised that being done 
two days previously, but it was not done. ^^Y were 
tiiey not called out and armed on the Sunday'^ . Two of 
them went to the Mansion-house and offered their iservkea, 
Imt were unable to find a magistrate. It had been asked, 
Ind not the magistrates an interest in saving the norpoit^ 
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Mob property? Certainly so, but the citizens had also 
interest. Yet those gentlemen could find no power, and 
ooukl exercise no authority, as magistrates, to organize their 
Ibree. The political union had been mentioned in « 
WMiner as if that body were to be condemned ; but what 
WM its history 'il No doubt they would be loath to int«r« 
ftve if it was a mere personal question between Sir C. 
Wetherell and themselves relative to a re-action, but after 
Sir Charles was gone, Mr. Herepath was proved to have 
exposed himself amongst the mob, and endeavour^ to 
prevail on them to disperse. Mr. Under-Sheriff Hare, also 
ensHployed Mr. Herepath, and requested him to obtain the 
attistance of its members to su ppress the mob. That showed 
there was no indisposition^ on the part of the (leople, of 
whatever political opinions, to quell the mob, but then the 
authority of the magistrates was never exerted. There 
was no evidence that any one individual was ever stationed 
in Queen-square, to watch the mob, and report their pro- 
ceedings to the magistrates — a measure of precaution 
which he ought most assuredly to have taken. The letter 
iliat had been written to Lord Melbourne, after a meeting 
had been called, contained no complaint against the union, 
nor against the soldiers. If there had been any just cause 
ef complaint the magistrates were bound to have made it 
at that time, particularly if it regarded the conduct of the 
political union; and that letter was not written on a sudden, 
but after ample time had been allowed for reflection. If 
any of the jury had gone into Queen-square, and have 
seen above thirty houses destroyed by a riotous mob, 
would not the first question have been, where were the 
magistrates, and what was their conduct i But it appeared, 
one went to bed at nine o'clock, another went to the 
reeruiticg-ofiice, and none were to be found. He could 
net but think that the unhappy men who had been executed 
for those crimes, had fallen victims to the apathy evinced 
by the magistrates, for he thought that all encouragement to 
crime by not resisting it with all the means which the 
magistrates possessed, divided the responsibility between 
Hkb magistrates and the criminal At half- past three on the 
Sunday, a meeting of the magistrates was held, but no plan 
was adopted. When the mob were eoing towards the 
pidace, the mayor was called on to lead the constables; he 
firomised he would, but got only a short way down staiis; 
and returned back to the room. Was it not clear that 
.inany persons were waiting to assist if the mayor had led 
^bem onl It had been said that the mayor was not boiind 
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to expose himself to danger. The jury were all magiatrateii* 
and he was sure they would not believe that that. was the 
Isw, for a magistrate was bound to act with vigour, even 
though he himself led the way. Col. Brercton, who, no 
doubt, in storming a breach, or facing an enemy, would 
have acted with vigour and spirit, when called on to put 
down a mob, by the sword, without the presence of a magis* 
timte, was justified in using the observation, that if he did 
«o, though he might succeed in one point, yet it would be 
necessary for the citizens to act and support that succesa 
With regard to the night when the mayor escaped, the 
learned counsel charged it upon him as a great crime that 
he did not let it be known where he was to be found 
until twelve o'clock, when he wrote the note to Colonel 
Brereton. For several hours before that period the housee 
were burning and being plundered by a mob, which, tto 
cording to Capt Codrington's evidence, might have been 
suppressed by his hft^'-eight men then in the town. Some 
observations had been made upon Col. Brereton's not using 
force when he had a written authority from the mayor; 
Imt he asked, suppose lives had been lost, and Col. Brereton 
Med for murder, would the production of that written 
paper have justified him in the eyes of a jury? He was 
afraid it would not The jury had heard the particulars of 
that lamentable desolation, and it had not been proved 
that any thing had been done to arrest its progress. 

The learned counsel then concluded a speech which 
occupied two hours and ten minutes in delivering. 

Mr. Justice Littledale wished to postpone the summing 
up until to-morrow. 

The jury expressed a wish to hear the information itself 
read before his lordship commenced in the morning. 

Mr. Justice Taunton asked tlie jury if they wished the 
evidence to be read over sentence by sentence? They 
replied they did not. 



Seventh Day, Thursday^ November 1. 

Before Mr. Justice Littledale, Mr. Justice J. Parke, 
and Mr. Justice Taunton came into Court this morning, 
they held a consultation with several Judges belonging to 
the other Common Law Courts in the King's Bench 
Chamber, it was supposed respectinp^ this case. On the 
above named three Judges taking their seats, 

Mr. Justice Littledale summed up. This was an in- 
formation filed by his Majesty's Attomey-General against 
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flbaries Piniiey. The question was of soeh TMt impor* 
tuice* that, instead of having it tried in the ordinary way 
it nisi prius, it was deemed expedient to have it tried 
before several judges, in order that it might meet with 
a more solemn investip;ation and discussion. He was not 
aware of any former instance of this description, except 
in the case of Mr. Bennett, Lord Mayor of London in 
1780, who was charged with not reading the Riot Act; 
but, in this case, there was only a charge of general mis- 
conduct. He then observed that all persons, whether 
magistrates or peace-officers, entrusted with authority to 
suppress a riot, were put in a most difficult situation how 
to act ; for if the power the law gave them was exceeded, 
and if death or destruction of property be caused, they 
were liable to be indicted for murder, manslaughter, or 
misdemeanor, as the case may be ; and, on the other 
hand, if they neglected to use the authority of the law, and 
did not do enough, they were liable to a criminal infor- 
mation. The jury, therefore, would consider all the cir- 
cumstances in which this defendant was placed. If a man 
sought an office like that of mayor, which was generally 
the case, or if it be the case of a peace-officer who did not 
seek his office, but was forced to accept it, the law was 
the same in both cases; because, unless a person, in either 
case, did his duty reasonably and properly, there would 
be an end to all security, and the country would be given 
up to plunder. It appeared that the mayor acted under 
the advice, on many occasions, of Mr. Sergeant Ludlow, 
who had been the town-clerk for nineteen or twenty years, 
and therefore he had the best legal advice that could be 
expected to be given. Major MadLworth also, a military 
man of great experience and of great spirit, gave the 
mayor such advice as he could, and he stated that the 
mayor acted most properly. Now, if a public officer, 
who was neither a soldier nor a lawyer, acted by the ad- 
vice of those best calculated to give it, the jury would 
take that into consideration in determining the mayor^s 
guilt or innocence. Still, in point of law, if the mayor 
erred, he could not shelter himself from the consequences 
by the advice he sought It was for the jury to consider 
merely what did occur, and whether Mr. Pinney, on the 
occasion, and under all the circumstances in which he 
was placed, faithfully discharged his duty. The jury, or 
many of thcMn, were probably magistrates, and were there- 
fore able to decide what a magistrate was expected to do 
on such an occasion. There were various acts charged of 
No. 12. N 
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a general neglect of duty, and of not protecting the gf^ 
the bridewell, the palace, and various other builoii^ 
His Lordship then divided the various charges, and^Jt _,, 
tailed the evidence with respect to each. The first gft**"^'"* 
of complaint was, that on the Saturday the mayor did 
employ a sufficient force and head them ; and that he se- 
creted himself in the Mansion-house. It appeared, how- 
ever, in evidence, that 300 constables had been employed, 
which number had been at first deemed sufficient; that 
the mayor, though he did not head them, read the Riot 
Act, and harangued the mob, and that his life was coii- 
aidered to be in danger. It was then charged that he did 
not organize the constables. But he did not know that it 
was the duty of the mayor to organize or array the con- 
stables ; he should conceive that was more the duty of the 
head constables. The next charge against the mayor was, 
the want of energy. It appeared in evidence, that the 
mayor was desirous that the troops should fire on the mob, 
but was dissuaded from giving the order by the advice of 
Major Mackworth and Col. Brereton. If he had exerted 
that sort of energy, and ordered the troops to fire, many 
lives might have oeen lost, and if he had been indicted 
for murder it would have been difficult for him to defend 
himself, having acted contrary to the advice of two military 
men. The next charge was, that he did not keep a sufficient 
force of constables in the Mansion-house during the Satur^ 
day night. The answer to that was, that the riot waft 
over, and it was not necessary. It did appear that after 
Major Mackworth had organized the constables and dis- 
persed the mob, all was quiet, and if there really was no 
appearance of a mob, he could see no necessity of keepinif 
constables there all night. It seemed that the riot was 
created by the arrival of Sir Charles Wetherell ; and when 
the people were informed that he had left the town, it 
might be supposed that there was no longer any necessity 
to keep up a civil force. The most material charge was, 
that the mayor did not use those means which the law 
required on the Sunday morning to suppress the riots. 
There were two Acts of Parliament the Ist Geo. IV., 
chap. 37, and the 1st William IV., cap. 31, which autho- 
rized magistrates to call out special constables, and pro- 
vided for the punishment of those who refused to attend. 
By those Acts, it was necessary for some person to make 
oath before a magistrate tliat a riot was expected before 
the magistrate could call the special constables out. In 
this case it did not appear that any person made the 
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cessary oath, and therefore the jury mi^t throw those 
Acts of Parliament altogether out ot their consideration. 
The question, then, was, whether the defendant had done 
what the general rules of the common law required. The 
general nature of the duty of a justice of the peace, with 
regard to the rioters, was to restrain, pursue, and arrest 
them. They had authority to call on any of the King's 
subjects, who were bound to assist them when reasonably 
warned. The jury would have to consider whether the 
defendant had done so in this case. The learned judge 
then adverted to the measures which the mayor adopted 
to call together the citizens on the Sunday morning. The 
jury were to consider whether Mr. Pinney had done all he 
could upon the occasion. It appeared the notices were 
read to the congregations in the places of worship. If the 
jury were of opinion that that was a sufficient warning by 
the mayor for persons to come to his aid, then, according 
to law, he had done all in his power. Then, if that were 
a reasonable warning, was it done in sufficient time? He 
appeared to have sent the notices as soon on the Sunday 
as he expected the riot Sending them to the various 
places of worship was, in his lordship's opinion, the most 
expeditious mode of getting aid that could be devised, and 
if the mayor did all he was required to do, he could not 
be fairly charged with neglect of duty on that occasion. 
It appeared that the churchwardens came to the mayor 
and stated the refusal of their parishioners to attend to the 
summons. It might be fairly said that there were twenty 
thousand able to, bear arms, and of that number only one 
hundred and fifty attended. But even that force woidd 
not all serve. Some would not act without the military, 
some not with the military, and others would not act with- 
out they had fire arms. At the second meeting at the 
Guildhall the number of persons who attended was less 
than the first. If, however, the jury thought that the 
mayor did all he could to collect the inhabitents, it was 
not his fault that they did not assemble in greater numbers. 
It appeared from the evidence, given on Doth sides, that 
there was considerable apathy on the part of the inhabi- 
tants of Bristol, and no very great disposition to suppress 
the riots. It was impossible, therefore, in the opinion of 
the learned judge, to prove neglect of duty against the 
mayor on that point. Another charge against the mayor 
was, that he had not called out the Chelsea pensioners, of 
whom there were a great number in Bristol. With regard 
to that it was apparent to the learned judge, that tfa« mayor 
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was no more bound to call upon them than any other of 
the King's subjects. The question was, had the mayor 
made the best use of the force he had got together? It 
appeared, in the first place, that there was an indispositios 
in Bristol to assist the mayor — ^first, on account of Sir Cj 
Wetherell — and next, by reason of the corporation. Many 
of the forces that had been drawn up had actually deserted 
their posts, in consequence of that feeling. With regard 
to calling out the special constables, it appeared, on the 
Monday morning, that many of those who acted as special 
constables on that day, were actually persons who had 
taken part with the rioters the night before. A ^eat 
number of private houses had been destroyed ; and the 
inhabitants began to feel, that unless they took some active 
steps, all property in the city might be endangered ; added 
to this, some of the political union had joined theirs to the 
civil force. As to the calling out of the posse comitatua, it 
appeared to the learned judge to have been a work of im- 
possibility, on the Sunday night, in consequence of the 
formalities attending it. This was, however, done on the 
Monday morning. If such had not been the case, in the 
opinion of the learned judge, no blame whatever could be 
attached to the mayor, as the calling out of the Kings's 
subjects to assist him, was actually calling out the posse 
comitatus; though in fact, without its formalities. The 
calling out of a sufficient force, to act as the occasion 
might require, that, the learned judge considered, to be no 
part of the duty of a justice of the peace, though it might 
be that of a military man. He would now come to the 
more specific charge against the mayor, that he had not 
sufficiently protected the Bridewell. Why, it was apparent 
from the evidence, that he had not sufficient force to do so. 
The military had been sent out of the town by Colonel 
Brereton, who said that they were in a state totally unfit 
to perform any duty ; added to which, the Colonel had 
refused to call them back. Another charge was, that he 
had not determined, resolute men, sufficient to act. Why, 
the military had left the town ; and where, the learned 
judge would ask, were resolute men to be found, who 
were used to cope with rioters ? It must be remembered 
that the attack on Bridewell was made during the time the 
mayor was at the White Lion, to which place he had gone, 
at the request of his brother magistrates, to seek a little 
repose, having been up the whole night and taken no food. 
The mayor therefore had no notice of the attack, and it 
could not be his fault if a sufficient force had not been sent 
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to protect it. Under such circumstances, it was for the 
jury to say, — whether the mayor was not justified in 
taking the repose which he did, or even more. With re- 
gard to not protecting the Gaol, it appeared in evidence 
that two of the aldermen went there, but found they 
could not do any thing, having so inefficient a force, and 
the same observations would apply to the Toll-house. 
As to Lawford's-gate, that not being within the city, the 
mayor could not be charged with a dereliction of duty re- 
specting it The next charge was, not protecting the 
Bishop's Palace, which had been attacked. Now it ap- 
peared, upon the evidence, that the mayor and alderman 
Camplin, in company with many others, had gone there, 
and that no personal exertions on the part of the mayor 
were wanted, or any cowardice displayed. Another charge 
was, that when the Doddington troop of Yeomanry ar- 
rived in Bristol, the mayor had no place to receive tnem. 
The very reverse of the charge had been proved. Another 
charge was, that upon being required to go along with 
Major Beckwith, he would not do so. In the opinion of 
the learned Judge he was not bound to do so. It was no 
part of the duty of persons, who had to give general 
directions, to expose themselves to personal danger. 
Another ground of charge was, that the mayor had not 
done all in his power to protect the fire-arms of the city 
from getting into the hands of the mob. If some of the 
witnesses were to be believed, that charge had totally 
failed, for both the mayor and the magistrates, on the 
Sunday morning, had done all in their power to secure a 
great portion of them. With regard to the personal con- 
duct of the mayor, in leaving the Mansion-house on Sun- 
day, according to the testimony of Major Mackworth, his 
life was in danger, if he had not done so. Some ridiculous 
evidence had been given, about the manner in which he 
had made his escape ; that he had been assisted over the 
walls by females; all of which was positively denied by 
Major Mackworth in his evidence. The learned Judge then 
went seriatim through the other charges against the mayor, 
ail of which he considered to have failed; and concluded 
his charge, which occupied two hours and twenty minutes 
in delivery, by stating, that it was the duty of the jury to 
take into consideration whether, under all the circum- 
stances which he had pointed out, they thought the mayor 
had been guilty of a neglect of duty. If the jury were of 
opinion that he had neglected his dut^r in any one parti- 
e^rv they would find him guilty, if not, they would 
acquit him. 
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Mr. Justice James Parke and Mr. Justice Taunton con- 
curred entirely with the summing up of iiieir learned 
brother. 

The jury retired at a quarter before one, and on their . 
return at ten minutes past, the foreman* stated that they 
unanimously found Charles Pinney, Esq., the late Mayor 
of Bristol, NOT GUILTY. That they were of opinion, 
under the circumstances in which he had been placed, 
menaced and opposed by an infuriated mob, unsupported 
either by the civiL or military force, deserted in those 
quarters from which he might have expected assistance, 
} the late mayor had acted to the best of his judgment, with 

^ zeal and personal courage. 

This verdict was received with expressions of appro- 
bation from the friends of the late mayor. 

A gentleman stated that he had been summoned as t 
juror, together with several others, -from Berkshire, as 
jurors on the indictment against Mr. Alderman Hilhouse, 
and other persons. They had since been detained in 
town for nine days, and he wished to know from their 
Lordships whether ihey were to have tlieir expenses. 

Mr. Justice Littledale said that they could give no di- 
rections upon that point 

Mr. Justice J. Parke observed that they did not know 
whether it was the intention of the Attorney-General to 
proceed with the other indictments. , 

The Attorney-General stated, that he had' no intention 
to announce at present whether he should proceed with 
them or not. The gentlemen, however, ir they wished 
it, might leave town. 
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